


JanuarY 10 
~~. 1989 

Flinn ParK Committee RePort 
Submitted by Elizabeth Koontz} Chairman 

e 
Copy of the formal . 
Committee recommendat~on 

After reviewing the comPleted Flinn ParK questionnaires} 
the Flinn ParK Committee has reached the following conclusions 
about the use of Flinn ParK. The results of the questionnaire 
indicated to us that the citizens wish Flinn ParK to be used 
PrimarilY for Passive recreation including PicnicKing, sitting, 
and strolling as well as an occasional Town celebration such as 
a concert or art show. 

We Know from observation that the PrimarY use People maKe 
of Flinn ParK is walKing through the ParK from the MontgomerY 
Avenue steps at the rear to the Post office and/or shoPPing 
area and bacK again. 

\ 

The resPonse on the looK of the ParK - formal versus 
rambling - was quite close and difficult for us to interPret. 
We feel that some of the citizens who reSPonded for KeePing the 
present looK were actuallY trying to tell us theY wish to KeeP 
the ParK oPen and uncluttered rather than filled with PI~ntings 
as is ~,e case in KennedY ParK. 

Since the resPonse on the gazebo question was also so 
close, we decided not to include a gazebo in our Plans as the 
tYPe of gazebo we would recommend would be an aDthentic 
turn-of-the-centurY gazebo on a raised platform which would be 
quite expensive and Possibly too large in mass for such a small 
ParK. 

Based on these conclusions. we are submitting two plans we 
feel address the wishes and needs of the citizens. However, we 
are submittinS Plan A only because of the financial constraints 
that have been Put uPon us due to the extraordinarilY hiSh 
exPenditures which have been made for this ParK alreadY, with 
or without the OPen SPace ProSram grant. Plan A is submitted 
as an immediate solution to the briCK Pad and walK remaining 
after the removal of the gazebo. Plan B is the plan we feel 
best suits the citizens and the sPace. and Plan B is our 
official submission and Ions-term soal for Flinn ParK. 

PLAN A - Please refer to the drawing. 

In Plan A. we suggest KeePihg everY thinS in the ParK as is 
except for the following changes: 



1. Add a low natural fence of evergreen shrubberY along 
the front walK to define the entrance to the ParK and give the 
ParK ~ sense of seParation from the busY street. 

2. Place a bronze plaque on a waist-high Pedestal at the 
entrance to e~~lain something of the historY of Kensington and 
the Historic District. The Historical Society maY wish to 
contribute this item. but in anY case should be consulted as to 
the wording on the plaque. 

3. To the right of the walK near the front entrance. we 
suggest placing a bench ~nder the lamPPost as indicated for 
People to sit ~nd watch the street scene. To facilitate 
looKing at the plaque and walKing to the front bench, we 
:;::.,-.,:;;;,:1.:;0:;::.1:. .;:. ""1 d i ,"'1,:' tl-II::' '"~::< i :::;.-1:. i ng f lOI. . .I,:;ot-· b,;;,·d:=-::. ::,.,,?I ... II?t-·.;:'.l ::···.;..y·ds. f "-'om t.he 
street with a curve to soften the straight lines of the walK 
and briCK Pad and to allow People to walK to the plaque and to 
the bench at the lamPPo~t. We suggest rePlacing that portion of 
the flower beds with grass. 

4. To allow People to traverse the ParK. we suggest 
Putting in a mulch or barK Path from the Pad to the rear stePs. 

5. We suggest Placing two benches on or around the briCK 

6. To further reduce exPenditures on this ParK. we suggest 
planting low evergreens in the existing flower beds to 
eliminate the cost of planting and maintaining annuals and/or 
bulbs. and we feel the two small PYramidal evergreens could be 
moved uP front to further define the entrance to the ParK. 

7. Last of all. we stronglY urge the Town to remove the 
seven hawthorn trees arounJ the Pad. Trees with large thorns 
are inaPProPriate in a ParK used by pedestrians and 
particularlY dangerous for small children. Also. I read that 
h.:;..l.Jt.ho'·~n tt-'ee b 1. o:::·::;;orl"l::;· m.:I.::'·· g i I· ... e ,:,f f.:;.. b.:I.d odClt-· to ';'.t. t.I·~.".I=t. f lies 
for fertilization PurPoses when theY bloom. PerhaPS these 
trees could be grouPed in another ParK where People are not 
liKelY to walK or plaY near them. 

PLAN 8 - Please refer to the drawing. 

PI.;:I.n E: is. -c.h.;· P l.:'.n fO'(FI inn p.:;'.t-·I< L·Je l.Jish b::. ::;·e-::;. imP lement.ed 
eventuallY ~s funds become available. 

1. We suggest having two entrances to the ParK defined by 
breaKS in the low evergreen border described in Plan A. 80th 
walKS would lead to the rear stePs and could be mul~h or barK 
eliminating the need for snow and ice removal. 

" (' 



the walKs could be comPletelY mulched and Planted using low 
maintenance shrubberY that could be donated as memorials or 
Arbor Day gifts from a sPecific list of desired Plantings KePt 
in the Town Office. There are alreadY a few memorial plantings 
in Flinn ParK. The central green could be easily mowed wlth 
little or no trimming or mowing around trees and objects. 

2. Benches could be Placed along the walK facing the green 
center. One bench at the right front entrance could face the 
street for street watching. 

3. The historical plaque could be Placed at either front 
entrance or where the Paths split a~ the rear stePs. There 
could be a Victorian gate or arbor .at the stePs, and the whole 
ParK could serve as a sPecial entrY into the Historic District. 

We feel Plan B has distinct advantages in terms of 
long-term maintenance and also solves the functional Problem of 
Pedestrian traffic through the ParK. When People leave the 
stePs. theY can taKe a Path toward the shoPPing area or Post 
office or simPlY enter the green sPace and use the ParK. The 
front entrances becKon people to come in and stroll around the 
ParK or just have a seat and rest for awhile. The circular 
Path pattern allows People to actualllY stroll around the ParK, 
not just through it. The grassY central green area would allow 
sPace for all the possible uses suggested bY the citizens in 
the questionnaires, the Passive recreation uses as well as ball 
and frisbee tossing, 

Plan 8 is the plan we are submitting as the design we feel 
best fulfills the manY citizen requests. and Plan 8 is the plan 
endorsed bY the LAC in the worK session we had with them 
YesterdaY. 

Both plans obviouslY require further Professional 
develoPment before theY can be submitted to the HPC. We wonder 
whether the OPen Space Program grant would cover the fee for an 
imPartial professional to draw uP site plans. In anY 2ase. 
accurate slte plans are needed and should be available at a 
Town Meeting for insPection before anY more planting or worK is 
done in Flinn ParK. 

In conclusion. we wish to maKe a few general suggestions. 

Some members of the committee believe the bricKs in Flinn 
ParK are of Poor quality and that the construction of the walKs 
is inferior. We urge the Town Council to examine the walKS and 
consider removing the briCK walK a~d Pad in the ParK as a 
possible solution if the walK is alreadY deteriorating. If the 
bricKs and/or construction are determined to be inferior. we 
urge the Council to seeK financial comPensation from the firm ,1 

{ 



who did the job. 

In conjunction with this, we urge the Council to connect 
the Flinn ParK sidewalK to the older sidewalK coming around 
Kensington ParKwaY. It maKes no sense to have a sidewalK that 
abruptlY ends at both ends. 

Also, we hoPe the Council will Pursue the Possibility of 
removing some or all of the bricKs in the ParK and still h~Je 
the cost covered by the Open SPace Program grant as Part of the 
ParK plan revision required by the HPC. 
comPromise could be worKed out. 

It seems some 

FinallY, we feel the Problems surrounding the Flinn ParK 
development could be avoided at other ParKs in the future if 
there were an ongoing ParK advisorY committee to Provide 
expertise and continuity to the ever changing Council members 
in charge of the Town ParKs. Please give this idea some 
consideration. 

ThanK You verY much. 

Copi~s to: 

MaYor Stuart 
Members of the Town Council 
Mr. Steven Karr. HPC Chairman 
Mr. Andrew DemPster, LAC Chairman 
Miss Edith Saul, Town Historian 
Concerned Flinn ParK Neighbors: 

Gloria CaPron, Connie KellY, 
Lorraine Kennedy. RaY Shulman 

Flinn ParK Committee Members: 
Arlene BiCKel. Anne Elsbree, 
Yvonne GurneY. JudY HanKs-Henn. 
and JUlie O~MalleY. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

PREPARED BY: Jared B. Cooper 

CASE NUMBER: #31/6 - 891 

SITE/DISTRICT NAME: Kensington 

DISCUSSION: 

DATE: April 26, 1989 

TYPE OF REVIEW: HAWP 

PROPERTY ADDRESS: Flinn Park 
Kensington Parkway 

In response to earlier Commission concerns, the Town of Kensington has 
submitted a revised plan for Flinn Park. This revised plan is a temporary 
design solution, until such time as the town begins preparations for further 
improvements as part of the centennial celebration. Essentially, the revised 
plan includes the removal of the gazebo and Hawthorne trees; and the 
addition/retention.o! br~ck walkwais;I'~:~~mFi, shrubbery, and lig~t fixtures 
(see attached speclflcatlons). Staff has requested that the appllcant 
complete and submit a revised HAWP application. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval of the revised plan for Flinn Park. The proposed 
work is sensitive and does not constitute a negative impact in the district. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Applicant's Written Proposal 
2. Applicant's Sketch 
3. Photographs 

COMMISSION ACTION: 

JBC:av 
l079E 



FLINN PARK PROPOSAL 

In an effort to arrive at a satisfactory solution 
to the problems involving the use of Flinn Park and the 
clearance required for work done within the confines of 
the Historic District of Kensington, we formed a committee, 
opened our decision-making process to all town citizens 
by w~y of conversations and a park-use opinion curvey 
circulated to every household in town. 

After reading the results of the survey and talking 
with property owners living adjacent.to the Park property, 
we proposed several suggestions. The Flinn Park Committee 
members and the Town government representatives reached 
an agreement as to what might be presented for Historical 
Preservation Commission clearance. 

Our long range goal is to develop an extensive 
re-working plan for the Park in time for the Town' s Centennial 
celebration. Meanwhile, so that the Park may be used and 
enjoyed and so that money already expended by the Town may 
not be wasted, we propose an interim plan which we would 
like to implement immediately. 

Details of that plan are on the following pages. 



Benches will be placed 
on either side of the 
~ad and Hawthorn trees 
will be removed . 



These evergreens will 
be moved towards the 
front of the park 



Brick used on walks is 
the same quality as brick 
used throughout Historic 
District, but Flinn Park 
bricks are flat'~H~~ ____ _ 
curved for easier walking 



• 
A sun dial will be purchased and 
placed in the center of the brick 
pad as a focal point of the park . 

The brick used in the sidewalk 
and the center birck pad is the 
same type brick used to construct 
sidewalks in the rest of the 
historic district . 

The garden on the north side of the 
park beside the chainlink fence of 
neighboring property shall continue 
to be used by the Garden Club of 
Kensington for their memorial 
plantings. 

• 

~ "AMIDST THE FLOWERS i TELL 
ruE HOURS" -. "' . .a:.. 



• 

Two benches of the same 
type as now used in 
Clum-Kennedy Gardens will 
be placed in the Park with 
one on either side of the 
brick pad . 

A curved mulch path (similar to those in 
Clum-Kennedy Gardens ) will lead from the 
rear of the brick pad to the steps at the 
rear of the Park on the Montgomery Avenue 
side . (See attached diagram as well) 



The Hawthorn trees surrounding the central brick pad 
will be removed from the Park and placed in other locations . 
The gazebo has already been removed 



To further soften the effect of the park garden , 
the two bushes currently growing near the center 
brick pad will be moved towards the sidewalk 
where they will create the effect of the entrance 
to the park . 



The plantings which grow beside the brick walk . 
are currently set in a formal garden configuration . 
This effect will be softened by curving the ends 
of the garden plot (see attached drawing as well ) 
to create a softer , gentler effect that is casual 
in feeling as reflected by Kensington ' s other 
garden park - the Clum Kennedy Gardens . 



• 

The lamps which have been 
re-wired and refurbished 

with new globes will 
remain in the park . 

• 

The sign which was furnished by Park & Planning 
to conform with other Kensington Park signs will 
remain until a donor for an artistically designed 
sign can be found . 



CONCLUSION 

BY making these changes~ 

- removal of gazebo 

- removal of Hawthorn trees 
- building mulch path to rear 

park entrance 
- softening planting lines by 

curving the borders 

- adding benches 

- adding a sundial 

We feel that the Committee and the Town representatives 
have worked together to bring about the best, most 
economically feasible solution to the problem and to 
meet the guidelines suggested by the Histo~ical 
Preservation Committee. 

Before the Centennial celebration in Kensington, 
the Kensington Flinn Park Committee hopes to 
develop a plan and a meth0d of financing a more 
comprehensive park design. This design might 
incorporate an appropriate plaque and other 
rambling paths through the Park. Plans for 
these changes will be submitted to the HPC 
before actual work begins. 



~T Historic Preservation Commission 

Cbvernrnent 
51 Monroe Street, Suite 1001, Rockville, Maryland 20850 

217-3625 

APPLICATION FOR 
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT 
TAX ACCOUNT # 

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER tOwn 01: -Ke¥\6 unq;6-h' T~LEPHONE NO. 3c; i -qlJ4 -dltf~ 'i 
(Contract/Purchaser) ... 'Kei'\S (In~;le .trea Code) 

ADDRESS 3'110 Md=chelJ St" ~vV¥1-h2n, rrJa-r d.t't'qb"' 
, CITY STATE ZIP 

CONTRACTOR ___________________________________ _ TELEPHONE NO. 

PLANS PREPARED BY A-rvt'H~,: 
/~_ C OAJJR-4CTO R R!,G.ISTRATlO N N U M B E R __________________ .,---__ _ 
1~t:t±1 'J?_ ",)ph,Vl6t>Vl TELEPHONE NO. 6d·m~ tt6 above 

r (Include Area Code) 
REGISTRATION NUMBER 

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE 

House Number JtJ .. ."<?IO Street KeV161'nCrton PJG,12V' 
Town/City KeVL6I'nq ft, V\ Election District _________________ __ 

MoV\tqamevy ,4VeYLtLe Nearest Cross Street 

Lot ~ Block .3. ,'. Subd ivision --,Ken~~S"",,' ~;_'_rq=t--fts;......".,:::...Ln_'__...Lll...."tLk.!V~K~ll__-'-f>--=Jt:L'-""'..L.j-----'~<U'--9J.c..=..'6' __ _ 

Liber __ Folio Parcel 

lA. 

lB. 
lC. 
10. 
lE. 

TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION: (circle one) 
Construct 
Wreck/Raze 

Extend/Add Alter/Renovate 
Move I nstall Revocable 

Repair 

~ 

Circle One: A/C Slab Room Addition 
Porch Deck Fireplace Shed Solar Woodburning Stove 
Fence/Wall (complete Section 4) Other _______ _ 

CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATE $ ____ =~=~=·~,~a=~~~~t~O~~~ _____ ~ _________ _ 
IFTHIS IS A REVISION OFA PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT # ___ ...... l'\O ........ "---_________________ _ 
IN D I CATE NAM E 0 F ELECT RIC UTI LlTY COMPANY -,-____ ,----~~-;;:--_._---_:_---------------------
ISTHISPROPERTYAHISTORICALSITE? pavt-- at '"Df.stti'C±= 

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS 
2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 2B. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY 

01 () WSSC 02 () Septic 01 ( ) WSSC 02 ( ) Well 
03 () Other 03 () Other _________ _ 

PART TH REE: COMPLETE ON L Y FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL 
4A. HEIGHT __ feet __ inches 
4B. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations: 

1. On party line/Property line ________________________________ _ 
2. Entirely on land of owner ________________________________ _ 

3. On public right of way/easement __________ (Revocable Letter Required). 

I hereby certify that I have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with 
plans approved by all agencies listed and I hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit. 

uthorized a'gent (agent must have signature notarized on back) f Dat; 
****************************************************** *************************************** 

APPR OVED ---'-X-'-------
DISAPPROVED ___________ _ Date ~-7'~--r--=:~"---------

APPLICATION/PERMIT NO: FI LI N G FEE: $ ______________ _ 

DATE FILED: PERMIT FEE: $ __________________________ _ 

DATE ISSUED: ___________ ~-------------- BALANCE$ ____________________________ __ 

OWNERSHIP CODE: RECEIPT NO: ___ _ FEE WAIVED : _________ _ 

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS 



THE FOLLOWING ITEMS _T BE COMPLETED AND THE REQUIRAOCUMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY THIS 
APPLICATION 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: (including composition, color and texture of materials to be used:) 

(If more space is needed, attach additional sheets on plain or lined paper to this application) 

ATTACH TO THIS APPLICATION (2) COPIES OF: SUCH SITE PLANS (lot dimensions, building location with dimensions, 
drives, walks, fences, patios, etc. proposed or existing) and/or ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS (floor plans, elevations, etc.), 
PHOTOG RAPHS OF TH EAR EA AFFECTED, as are necessary to fully describe the proposed work. 

MAIL OR DELIVER THE APPLICATION AND ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS TO THE: 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
100 MARYLAND AVENUE 
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20850 

\ 
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,( His~9ric p'r'eservation com~i~~i~n' 
of ,~ I .. c:. 

I 
51 Monroe Street, Suite 1001, Rockville, Maryland 2qS50 

'1 

," 217 -3625 

\ ,\,,' 'I.;;)"" '. , .. I:-> \\~ i,\,' :~\" ~ )',,, \ ';"""'\ _.", \ \\;.' ,,-....... '" .. _ .. 

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE \. '\. ~ 
• \)\'I\.'.~~~ -::;",,! ~,,,~~<\.~ .. \..,..\ \. / ,r·~. r..~, .. l {~~IA."·\L~,h\.:" 1/. 

House Number 10 .. 2 JV. Street JS...li..~_ ... !!.. V'1.L'~ ~ . .:!.~ ).!...L.V-=+-L~.L-l'----L.--,-",,~~=-~,.:..-...!.e~~\~,,_....:f--=: It.,--.:.. '_.!....:::lU~'---!.,~~ __ 
.,/ 

Town/City t< e k 151' v\t:!-/ it> Vl Election District _______ --:-_________ _ 
I 

Nearest Cross Street "liD 01 a IJ li'i P V -/ fl ve V1 LA.. e 
, I I 

Lot~ Block ~;;r Su bd ivisio n L.:K;t.>.e..:...!, VI,-" . ."..S,--,I..!..· rq~1..L-"'""t!?~n'-'--'-LPa-'-',"~y-!.:J(=.__+_---'-·f-----1.LJ~.!.!......!+--t-'..1 £.!-·4'1=/.)=-----

Liber __ Folio Parcel 

lA. TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION: (circle one) 
Construct 
Wreck/Raze 

Extend/Add Alter/Renovate 
Move I nstall Revocable 

CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATE $ 

Circle One: A/C Slab Room'Addition 
Repair Porch Deck Fireplace Shed Solar Woodburning Stove 

~ Fence/Wall (complete Section 4) Other _______ _ 

lB, 
lC. 
10. 
lE. 

I F THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT # _~Yl~o~ _________ _ 
IN D ICA TE NAM E 0 F E LECTR IC UTI LlTY CO MPANY __ --,-_---..,.,--_.--__ .,---_____________ _ 

IS THIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE? tOth: t o±D 1.5 t V I'rt: 
I 

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS 
2A. TYPE OF SEWAG E DISPOSAL 2B. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY 

01 () WSSC 02 ( ) Septic 01 () WSSC 02 ( ) Well 
03 () Other _________ _ 03 () Other _________ _ 

PART TH REE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL 
4A. HEIGHT __ feet __ inches 
4B. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations: 

1. On party line/Property line ________________________________ _ 
2. Entirely on land of owner ________________________________ _ 

3. On public right of way/easement (Revocable Letter Required). 

I hereby certify that I have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with 
plans approved by all agencies listed and I hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit. 

J.. _ ~ ... _ _.( --,..1.-. ~,._.-,,~ ... J- ............ -t_ 

I Date 
****************************************************** *************************************** 

APPROVED --X~------
DISAPPROVED _______ _ Date -=--;L-----,,L-=--.?-------

APPLICATION/PERMIT NO: FILING FEE: $ _________________ _ 

DATE FILED: PERMIT FEE: $ _______________ _ 
DATE ISSUED: ________________ _ BALANCES _________________ __ 

OWNERSHIP CODE: RECEIPT NO: ______ _ FEEWAIVED: _____ __ 

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS 



.• -. e -
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ST BE COMPLETED AND THE REQUIRED DOCUMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY THIS 

APPLICATION 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: (including composition, color and texture of materials to be used:) 

, , /..... .. , 

.. 

(If more space is needed, attach additional sheets on plain or lined paper to this application) 

,. 
I 

ATTACH TO THIS APPLICATION (2) COPIES OF: SUCH SITE PLANS (lot dimensions, building location with dimensions, 
drives, walks, fences, patios, etc. proposed or existing) and/or ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS (floor plans, elevations, etc.), 

PHOTOG RAPHS 0 F TH E AR EA AF F ECTED, as are necessary to fully describe the proposed work. 

MAIL OR DELIVER THE APPLICATION AND ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS TO THE: 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

100 MARYLAND AVENUE 
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 208.50 



Flinn ParK Committee RePort 
Submitted bY Elizabeth Koontz. Chairman 

" ..... .. ~ ... ' . ,. . 

After reviewing the comPleted Flinn ParK questionnaires, 
the Flinn ParK Committee has reached the following conclusions 
about the use of Flinn ParK. The results of the questionnaire 
indicated to us that the citizens wish Flinn ParK to be used 
primarilY for Passive recreation including PicnicKing. sitting. 
and strolling as well as an occasional Town celebration such as 
a concert or art show. 

We Know from observation that the PrimarY use People maKe 
of Flinn ParK is walKing through the ParK from the MontgomerY 
Avenue stePs at the rear to the Post office and/or shoPPing 
area and bacK again. 

\ 

The resPonse on the looK of the ParK - formal versus 
rambling - was quite close and difficult for us to interPret. 
We feel that some of the citizens who reSPonded for KeePing the 
present lOOK were actuallY trying to tell us theY wish to KeeP 
the parK oPen and uncluttered rather than filled with plantings 
as is the case in KennedY ParK. 

Since the resPonse on the gazebo question was also so 
close, we decided not to include a gazebo in our plans as the 
tYPe of gazebo we would recommend would be an authentic 
turn-of-the-centurY gazebo on a raised Platform which would be 
quite expensive and Possibly too large in mass for such a small 
p.;:'.~···I< " 

Based on these conclusions. we are submitting two plans we 
feel address the wishes and needs of the citizens. However. we 
are submitting Plan A only because of the financial constraints 
that have been Put uPon us due to the extraordinarilY high 
exPenditures which have been made for this ParK alreadY. with 
or without the OPen SPace Program "grant. Plan A is submitted 
as an immediate solution to the briCK Pad and walK remaining 
after the removal of the gazebo. Plan B is the Plan we feel 
best suits the citize~0 and the sPace. and Plan B is our 
official submission a~~ long-term goal for Flinn ParK. 

PLAN A - Please refer to the drawing. 

In Plan A. we suggest KeePing everything in the ParK as is 
except for the following changes: 

.~ 

;- ..•.... ~ 



1. Add a low natural fence of evergreen shrubberY along 
the front walK to define the entrance to the ParK and give the 
ParK a sense of seParation from the busY street. 

2. Place a bronze plaque on a waist-high Pedestal at the 
entrance to e~~lain something of the historY of Kensington and 
the Historic District. The Historical Society maY wish to 
contribute this item. but in anY case should be consulted as to 
the wording on the plaque. 

:3 n T c. "r::. h E' ,.-. i g h t. cd: t. h.;:;, l . .!.;;'.ll':: n '''«X' t. h.:=- f 1'-' 0 1"',1::. E' n -1::.1'-' .:.. nc.:=- • l,J':= 

suggest placing a bench under the lamPPost as indicated for 
People to sit ~nd watch the street scene. To facilitate 
looKing at the plaque and walKing to the front bench. we 
suggest ending the existing flower beds several Yards from the 
street with a curve to soften the straight lines of the walK 
and bricK Pad and to allow People to walK to the plaque and to 
the bench at the lamPPost. We suggest rePlacing that Portion of 
the flower beds with grass. 

4. To allow People to traverse the ParK. we suggest 
Putting in a mulch or barK Path from the Pad to the rear stePs. 

5. We suggest placing two benches on or around the briCK 

6. To further reduce exPenditures on this ParK. we suggest 
Planting low evergreens in the existing flower beds to 
eliminate the cost of planting and maintaining annuals and/or 
bulbs. and we feel the two small PYramidal evergreens could be 
moved uP front to further define the entrance to the ParK. 

7. Last of all. we stronglY urge the Town to remove the 
seven hawthorn trees around the Pad. Trees with large thorns 
are inaPProPriate in a ParK used by Pedestrians and 
ParticularlY dangerous for small children. Also. I read that 
h'''.L,Jt.hot-·n tt-'ee blo:;:;.s.;)ms. rn.:: •. ::··· gi'.}e c.ff .:;.. b.:: •. d c .. ::!c.t-· t.:.o.::O.ttr.::O .• =t. f I i6';::' 

for fertilization PurPoses when theY bloom. PerhaPS these 
trees could be grouPed in another ParK where People are not 
liKelY to walK or plaY near them. 

PLAN 8 - Please refer to the drawing. 

F'l ':;'.n 8 is. tr,e P 1.:O.n fO"(' F I i nr'\ P.;:.r({ t·]>:? L.j 1 s.h t.o ::;·e>3' imP I ement.ed 
eventually as funds become available. 

1. We suggest having two entrances to the ParK defined by 
breaKs in the low evergreen border described in Plan A. Both 
walKS would lead to the rear stePs and could be mulch or barK 
eliminating the need for snow and ice removal. 



the walKs could be comPletelY mulched and Planted using low 
maintenance shrubberY that could be donated as memorials or 
Arbor DaY gifts from a sPecific list of desired plantings KePt 
in the Town Office. There are alreadY a few memorial Plantings 
in Flinn ParK. The central green could be easilY mowed WIth 
little or no trimming or mowing around trees and objects. 

2. Benches cc~ld be Placed along the walK facing the green 
center. One bench at the right front entrance could face the 
street for street watching. 

3. The historical plaque could be Placed at either front 
entrance or where the Paths split at the rear stePs. There 
could be a Victorian gate or arbor at the stePs. and the whole 
ParK could serve as a special entrY into the Historic District. 

We feel Plan B has distinct advantages in terms of 
long-term maintenance and also solves the functional Problem of 
Pedestrian traffic through the ParK. When PeoPle leave the 
stePs. theY can taKe a path toward the shOPPing area or post 
office or simPlY enter the green sPace and use the ParK. The 
front entrances becKon peoPle to come in and stroll around the 
ParK or just have a seat and rest for awhile. The circular 
path Pattern allows People to actualllY stroll around the ParK. 
not just through it. The grassY central green area would allow 
sPace for all the Possible uses suggested by the citizens in 
the questionnaires. the Passive recreation uses as well as ball 
and frisbee tossing. 

Plan B is the plan we are submitting as the design we feel 
best fulfills the manY citizen requests. and Plan B is the plan 
endorsed bY the LF~ in the worK session we had with them 
YesterdaY. 

80th plans obviouslY require further Professional 
develOPment before theY can be submitted to the HPC. We wonder 
whether the Open SPace Program grant would cover the fee for an 
imPartial Professional to draw uP site plans. In anY ~ase. 
accurate site plans are needed and should be available at a 
Town Meeting for insPection before anY more Planting or worK is 
done in Flinn ParK. 

In conclusion. we wish to maKe a few general suggestions. 

Some members of the committee believe the bricKs 
ParK are of Poor quality and that the construction of 
is inferior. We urge the Town Council to examine the 

in Flinn 
the walKS 
walKS and 

consider removing the briCK walK and Pad in the ParK as a 
Possible solution if the walK is alreadY deteriorating. If the 
briCKs and/or construction are determined to be inferior. we 
urge the Council to seeK finar~ial comPensation from the firm 



· . 

who did the job. 

In conjunction with this, we urge the Council to connect 
the Flinn ParK sidewalK to the older sidewalK coming around 
Kensington ParKwaY. It rr~Kes no sense to have a sidewalK that 
abruPtlY ends at both ends. 

Also, we hoPe the Council will Pursue the Possibility of 
removing some or all of the bricKS in the ParK and still have 
the cost covered by the OPen SPace Program grant as Part of the 
ParK plan revision required by the HPC. 
comPromise could be worKed out. 

It seems some 

FinallY, we feel the Problems surrounding the Flinn ParK 
develOPment could be avoided at other ParKs in the future if 
there were an ongoing ParK advisorY committee to Provide 
exPertise and continuity to the ever changing Council members 
in charge of the Town ParKs. 
consideration. 

ThanK You verY much. 

Copi~s to: 

MaYor Stuart 

Please give this idea some 

Members of the Town Council 
Mr. Steven Karr, HPC Chairman 
Mr. Andrew DemPster, LAC Chairman 
Miss Edith Saul, Town Historian 
Concerned Flinn ParK Neighbors: 

Gloria CaPron. Connie Kelly. 
Lorraine KennedY. RaY Shulman 

Flinn ParK Committee Members: 
Arlene BiCKel. Anne Elsbree. 
Yvonne GurneY. JudY HanKs-Henn. 
and Julie O~MalleY. 
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QUESUONNAIRE ADOU'!' 'l-l.INI~ ,.l'~ 

PleiUic let us mow your ~ishes about, the uses of Flinn Park. ,r, 

; .' 

1. ' How of~endo you and your famUy ;me~bers u~e :Flinn Park? '<, i 

~Often ~.bth. 0 .sel· •• 9~ ... r:-

2! ~Ok e~Ch of the allow I ao vities hieh yo~ "thin~ , 
the park should be used for by town et tizens I 

~ playing ~all ..L!l playing fdsbee ~ staging concerts 

~ I eat~ 'lunch ~ icniC~' ,a9 ,sittinl~~ietiy. ' , bM2LMiLxJ t ,- . (/:.) , 
V'" other uses tname them . 

l. ' Do you think there sh0ul,d ~e ~£ze 0 in the Park /.i.yes'~o 
~ ~ VtJtItji;.!:t ',~ 

I~ ·yes" where do you tHink it shou1~ be 10,cated?~ 1J"J17te,a' 
~ on the brick pad in plaoe of the old o~e~~~~~ .L 

~ ,center lot but further back 3 F:.~ 
II , to the rear under the trees, " ~~ 

t onthelW~~·~~~~~· 
v~~ocation~name ~' ~ 1- J .J.-.L. A. '_ - --rrr7 

I ~"t:Iu... u-uu:;;: Ji/'1!<J C4'~' , 
4. Do you feel the strai ht alk and neat, formal garden 

plantings now in the park should be retained or should the 
look be more rambling as in Kennedy Park? 

~~~ d-t~bl.ing "" 
S. How would you desi~ the park --- you can change the brick 

walkways and plantl.ngs -- to enhance its appearance while 
minimizing the expense of changing the walks. plantings. 'etc. 

/LVrYUY/~.f/I</JC~1 rJ-~ ,{;c W~; / I 
~-./ 

4/.-lc. ,;t(ya. du~~.'-k~ 6~lj~~f.~j~ / 
Namel ' Address 1_--;-_-,--_____ _ 

/V.A~ ~-~ :: [3) 
.{)..U..-~~ ~- /7l.th..e.. 

Please return this form to 'l'ol':n Office no latcl' than iJl!CI!fI1lwl' 1<., 
~C!.(J-nv~ 
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Subject: 
From: 

To: 

Flinn Park Proposal 1*
John E. Thompson 
Councilmember 
Flinn Park Committee 

In response to the questions posed by the Flinn Park 
Committee I submit the following reply. 

Question 1 How~would you and members of your family 
lfke to use Flinn Park? 

Passive recreational activity 

Question 2 Do you want a gazebo in Flinn Park? 

No 

Question 3 Do you have any ideas to enhance the 
appearance and use of the brick walkway and 
minimize the expense of redesign? 

Leave the walkway as presently configured. 

Suggestion 

I have recently traveled to Frederick county and 
happened to see an abandoned windmill reminiscent of the 
Victorian era. Photographs of early Kensington show many 
windmills throughout the town. Perhaps one (windmill) 
could be acquired and placed on the brick pad at the 
end of the walk. I believe that this addition would be 
compatible with the character of the historic district 
and relate directly to the early town. 



QUESTIONNAIRE ADOU'!' l-'LINN l' ARK 

Please let us know your wishes ~bout the uses of Flinn Park. 

1.· How otten do you and your family members use Flinn Park? 

---I.X~_ Often ___ Once A Month ___ Seldom ___ Never 

~een S" 

Ie sen; 
known: , 

I 
!pad T 

I 
Ly enlc 

2. 

~r corny 
tstory 

Please check each of the following activities which you think [lould t 
the park should be used tor by town e'i tizensl . ~ 

__ playing ~a1l __ playing frisbee ~ staging conc~rts 's enc 
" t low 

X eathlg hmeh ~ picnicking -X- sitting quietly . an in' 

). 

other uses (name t):lem) \N~\~ C\c,<~S$ ,",,0 ~e\- '~' 
-- ~'t"O'M STe~s ~ S~O~'PI ~c:, ()'Y 

Do you think there should be a gazebo in the Park -yes >L-no ,shou~ 

If "yes" where do you think it should be located? £I sand 

___ on the brick pad in place of the old one 

___ center lot but further back 

___ to the rear under the trees 

___ .. on the right side near Park Sign 

___ Other location (name) 

4. Do you feel the straight walk and neat, formal garden 
plantings now in the park should be retained or should the 
look be more rambling as in Kennedy Park? 

__ keep present look ->s- change to rambling 

5. How would you design the park --- you can change the brick 
walkways and plantings -- to enhance its appearance while 
minimizing the expense of changing the walks. plantings. etc. 

Name I Address: 10 2,( o~(\.u~ ~. 

Please rcturn this fonl to 'l'ol':n Office no latel' than /).:!c<!lIdwi' I(.~ 

ees r-:.: 
werin 

-of-:: 
hrourJ 

-Daws 
FarI:J 

.. n c1 i !-l :~'. 

1 h2E 
_ wall 
n fro; 

; of 8 Y·, . 
. :;-': 

8 who 
p18.nn .1. 
tU2.,~·j 
jell t ~~: 

ill - p~ .. ; : ... 



I regret the passing of FlinnP2rk's green sward with tables and 
benches around the sides among the existing trees and shrubbery. It 
had the flavor of the KenSington I have r.lways known~ 

However if we are stuck with the brick pad I offer the following 
suggestions: 

1. Redesign the end of the pad, slightly enlarging it so as to 
hold a handsome pede~tal of stone {or composition)on which 1s 
a bronze plaque bearing a capsule history of Kensington. After 
all we are historic by law and we shoulo. tell the public why. 

2. A pair of low seats to share the pad's end with the pedestal. 
If this group1ng of furniture 1s kept low it might do something 
to correct the mistake of centering an intrusion onto the very 
center of the park. 

3. Maybe each set of tablp.s-and-benches should have a well designed 
pad under it to protect from dampness and insects? 

4. PLANTING. 
vtny not a Fragrant Garden with trees and shrubs sel ected for 

a succession of sweet flowering? 

\"rtly not a Period Garden with turn-of-the-century flora? 
Most historic districts throughout the country are 
developing period ~ardens. We have several in our 
area - Poole House, Beall-Dawson House, Heurich 
Mansion,Accoteek Colonial Farm, etc. 

Lastly, I suggest that t.l-Je TO'lm organize a standing Advisory Committee 
on Parks & Street Trees. The War Memorial has not been finished 
and is i::. need of maintenance. The brick wall along 5:f,ilroed is 
slowly loising its plantin~s. The park in front of Prevention of 
91indnees needs to be screened f~om backs of apartment buildings on 
Fawcett Street. 

Such 8 standing committee of residents who have some horticultural 
de81,o;.."1 interest would p;ive continui ty in planning and m8int2inin~:·. our 
public s"'ounds. In the 1 ate 19th century Marv19nd f e1 t the need 
for "municip2lties ll so as to bring ~ovcrnmen't clo'se to the people. 
Let's think of structuring such resident in-put~ 

.2 ~ ~:;~ • S 8 "J.l 
10310 Fawcett St~8et 
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l"LINN, p ARf:~~';,i;'~"'~i~( ,: 
Pleasc;LetuS'ImO~ your wishes about the usesofFl"inn Park • .' 

. ,~;{M;~i~:J,~~.j ',,~ESTIONNAlRE "ABou'r 
'i. 

" 

\ 1., How' often do you and YGur family members' ,use Flinn Park? 

" . ~ 'o~ten Once A Month' y;,tJ ;s~i<i;m ~~ver 
t·· , •. -.... , ' 

, 2. pie'~~,e 'check each of the following a~tivities' Whi~h' you think 
: the ,park should be used for by town c'it,izensl, " 

I 

_'_'_' playing ~all __ playing fris~ee ,_,,_" _ stagiDg concerts 

, 'eating '{unch __ PicniCking2si tting quietlY' 

),( '~~ 
" ;.,.., d?-

'i "~t er us jname 

J. \Do you h~k there shaul ~~o 
.;' ,If "Y'llS'" where do you think it shoul~ be located? 

.; \ ' 

4. 

5, 

___ on the brick pad in place elf the old one 

___ center lot but further back' 

___ to the rear under the trees., 

___ on the right side near Park Sign 

___ Other location (name) .... 
Do you feel the straight walk and neat, formal garden ~ 
plantings now in t~e park. should be re,tained or S,hOUld t~e J2 
look be more rambllng as ~n Kenn~dY P k? Y <'" _ _ '. 
/'. . U;c:tt.. ,-~.-frV 

--V-- keep present :oo~ __ change 0 rambling 1;. ~ 
r \ ,~--\ 

How would you design the park --- you can, change the brick 
walkways and plantings to enhance its appearance while 
minimizing the expense of changing the walks, :lantings, et;~ 

JJ 
)) ,(10 iJ~, 

Mdr'css; Jh O~~~~{-:,.~._ 

Please return this fonl to '1'01':1\ OffLcl: nO,latel' tll3J1 1l:!r;':1111"'11\.~ 
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