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. Copy of the formal
Committee recommendation
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

PREPARED BY: Jared B. Cooper DATE: April 26, 1989
CASE NUMBER: #31/6 - 891 TYPE OF REVIEW: HAWP
SITE/DISTRICT NAME: Kensington - PROPERTY ADGRESS: F1linn Park

Kensington Parkway

DISCUSSION:

In response to earlier Commission concerns, the Town of Kensington has
submitted a revised plan for Flinn Park. This revised plan is a temporary
design solution, until such time as the town begins preparations for further
improvements as part of the centennial celebration. Essentially, the revised
plan includes the removal of the gazebo and Hawthorne trees; and the
addition/retention of brick wa]kways, sunﬁﬂa], shrubbery, and Tlight fixtures
(see attached specifications). Staff has requested that the applicant
complete and submit a revised HAWP application.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends approval of the revised plan for Flinn Park. The proposed
work is sensitive and does not constitute a negative impact in the district.

ATTACHMENTS :
1. Applicant's Written Proposal

2. Applicant's Sketch
3. Photographs

COMMISSION ACTION:

JBC:av
1079E



FLINN PARK PROPOSAL

In an effort to arrive at a satisfactory solution
to the problems involving the use of Flinn Park and the
clearance required for work done within the confines of
the Historic District of Kensington, we formed a committee,
opened our decision-making process to all town citizens
by way of conversations and a park—use oplnlon curvey
circulated to every household in town.

After reading the results of the survey and talking
with property owners living adjacent . to the Park property,
we proposed several suggestions. The Flinn Park Committee
members and the Town government representatives reached
an agreement as to what might be presented for Hlstorlcal
Preservation Commission clearance.

Our long range goal 1s to develop an extensive.
re-working plan for the Park in time for the Town's Centennial
celebration. Meanwhile, so that the Park may be used and
enjoyed and so that money already expended by the Town may
not be wasted, we propose an interim plan which we would
like to implement immediately.

Details of that plan are on the following pages.
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Benches will be placed
on either side of the

pad and Hawthorn trees
will be removed.




These evergreens will
be moved towards the
front of the park




Brick used on walks is
the same quality as brick
used throughout Historic
District, but Flinn Park
bricks are flat,

curved for easier walking

L
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A sun dial will be purchased and
placed in the center of the brick
pad as a focal point of the park.

The brick used in the sidewalk
and the center birck pad is the
same type brick used to construct
sidewalks in the rest of the
historic district.

The garden on the north side of the
park beside the chainlink fence of
neighboring property shall continue
to be used by the Garden Club of
Kensington for their memorial
plantings.

“AMIDST THE FLOWERS I TELL®
RS s e

A




Two benches of the same
type as now used in
Clum-Kennedy Gardens will
be placed in the Park with
one on either side of the
brick pad.

A curved mulch path (similar to those in
Clum-Kennedy Gardens) will lead from the
rear of the brick pad to the steps at the
rear of the Park on the Montgomery Avenue
gside. (See attached diagram as well)




The Hawthorn trees surrounding the central brick pad
will be removed from the Park and placed in other locations.

The gazebo has already been removed




To further soften the effeect of the park garden,
the two bushes currently growing near the center
brick pad will be moved towards the sidewalk
where they will create the effect of the entrance
to the park.




The plantings which grow beside the brick walk

are currently set in a formal garden configuration.
This effect will be softened by curving the ends
of the garden plot (see attached drawing as well)
to create a softer, gentler effect that is casual
in feeling as reflected by Kensington's other
garden park - the Clum Kennedy Gardens.




The lamps which have been
re-wired and refurbished
with new globes will
remain in the park.

The sign which was furnished by Park & Planning
to conform with other Kensington Park signs will
remain until a donor for an artistically designed
sign can be found.




CONCLUSION

BY making these changes:

removal of gazebo
- removal of Hawthorn trees

- building muleh path to rear
vark entrance

- softening planting lines by
curving the borders

- adding benches
- adding a sundial

We feel that the Committee and the Town representatives
have worked together to bring about the best, most
economically feasible solution to the problem and to
meet the guldelines suggested by the Histotical
Preservation Committee.

Before the Centennial celebration in Kensington,
the Kensington Flinn Park Committee hopes to
develop a plan and a methed of finaneing a more
comprehensive park design. This design might
incorporate an appropriate plague and other
rambling paths through the Park. Plans for
these changes will be submitted to the HPC
before actual work begins. '



"~ Historic Preservation Commission

51 Monroe Street, Suite 1001, Rockville, Maryland 20850
217-3625

APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

TAX ACCOUNT #

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER _ T2 LUV rﬁ'KWBHQbﬂlféL.éélﬁquwo S0 L~GY4G A4 Y

(Contract/Purchaser) (Include Area Code)
aooress 3740 _Mitchell s+ Kensington, Md. 2695
N CITY STATE , ZIP
CONTRACTOR TELEPHONE NO.

co R CTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER
PLANS PREPARED BY , = SONVNEDOIN  TELEPHONENO. __SAMNE. A4S _AboV€.

‘ {tnciude Area Code)
REGISTRATION NUMBER

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE .

House Number __ /0.3 10 Street Kel/l,ﬁi\m"“@n PKU)\II . ( F{lnl/\ P&U’K}

Town/City KP 1S V\&;‘,’D n Election District

Nearest Cross Street MOV\ +C}/9 me V\/ AV&VLLLF’
g_ri Block _i_______ Subdivision K&Vbé :I’Q*HDH pa/VK Plﬂ:j—— M?a

Liber Folio _____ Parcel

1A. TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION: (circle one) Circle One: A/C Slab Room Addition
Construct Extend/Add Alter/Renovate  ~  Repair Porch  Deck  Fireplace Shed Solar Woodburning Stove
Wreck/Raze Move Install Revocable (_Eevision) Fence/Wall {complete Section 4) Other

18.  CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATE § 20, 000 . 00

1C. IF THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT # ho

1D.  INDICATE NAME OF ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY _
1E.  ISTHIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE? »0/,11/?* ot District

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS

2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 2B. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY
01 { ) WSSC 02 ( ) Septic 01 () WSSC 02 ( ) Well
03 { ) Other 03 () Other

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL

4A. HEIGHT feet inches

4B. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations:
1. On party line/Property line
2. Entirely on land of owner
3. On public right of way/easement (Revocable Letter Required).

| hereby certify that | have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with
plans approved by all agencies listed and | hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

e Lo _ 5/2/89Y

Signature of owner orQuthorized @gent {agent must have signature notarized on back) Date
i(-*-)(-******************************************************************************************
APPROVED X For Cha.rperso“/%ro% /

Zg Y
DISAPPROVED Slgnature Date / 7
APPLICATION/PERMIT NO: / FIL|NG FEE:$
DATE FILED: PERMIT FEE: $
DATE ISSUED: _ BALANCES
OWNERSHIP CODE: RECEIPTNO: ___ FEEWAIVED:

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS




THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ‘T BE COMPLETED AND THE REQUIREQOCUMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY THIS
APPLICATION :

. |
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: (including composition, color and texture of materials to be used:)

{If more space is needed, attach additional sheets on plain or lined paper to this application)

ATTACH TO THIS APPLICATION ({2) COPIES OF: SUCH SITE PLANS (lot dimensions, building location with dimensions,
drives, walks, fences, patios, etc. proposed or existing) and/or ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS (floor plans, elevations, etc.),
PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE AREA AFFECTED, as are necessary to fully describe the proposed work.

MAIL OR DELIVER THE APPLICATION AND ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS TO THE:
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION '
100 MARYLAND AVENUE
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20850
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CONTRACTOR MY TELEPHONE NO. !
y—f T ACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER
PLANSPREPAREDBYAAV\& Koyttt Aehnse TELEPHONENO EAMNC. A5 dbnde

&N IR AW D L‘i\\,\ DN N7y nejude akacgge, Sermhy A\MY RN
— REGISTRATION NUMBER
-t e . o . r .

Y s AL S e T \n“s\ ST W :\‘\ R W e
LOCATION OF BUlLDlNG/PREMlSE

House Nu‘m‘?);r ’ b\ "/b \) DA St:git\\\“)b'l\ﬁ\ Vﬂ! %P\ \,J[Q h> SI’ VlW{ \VKV\ \fgb!} l<)

Town/City } LerioT V\&: ‘;‘0 N Election District _

Nearest Cross Street f/l/)V\ { O DIty ~/ AVCO NUe b

Loi.l_i._i_ Block g_g____— Subdivision Kf“5 / m*[m)’) QQ VK PIA + ]rf’cfﬂ

Liber Folie _____ Parcel

1A. TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION: (circle one) Circle One: A/C Slab Room-Addition
Construct Extend/Add Alter/Renovate Repair Porch  Deck Fireplace Shed Solar Woodburning Stove
Wreck/Raze Move Install Revocable ( Revisiol Fence/Wall {complete Section 4) Other

1B. CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATE § 545/' 22/ X7 v

1C. IFTHIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT # HO

1D. INDICATE NAME OF ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY ~ _
1E. IS THIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE? /1 kf ot MStriot

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCT!ON AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS

2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 28. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY
01 () WSSC 02 () Septic 01 () WwssSC 02 ( ) Wel
03 () Other 03 () Other

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL

4A. HEIGHT feet inches

4B. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations:

1. On party line/Property line
2. Entirely an land of owner
3. On public right of way/easement (Revocable Letter Required).

| hereby certify that | have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the censtruction will comply with
plans approved by all agencies listed and | hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

e mg‘“ /‘OQ\’VQW domem Ly e e, e ¢, ,.-,.Ng/'ﬁz /S (y

- - - - 7
Signature of owner 5} authorized agent (agent must have signature notarized on back) " Date

*********************************************************************************************

APPROVED X : For Chalrperisye atign Commissier /
5% S 1S
DISAPPROVED Slgnature Date 7 - /7
I3

APPLICATION/PERMIT NO: / FILING FEE:$

DATE FILED: PERMIT FEE: §

ODATE ISSUED: BALANCE $

OWNERSHIP CODE: ' RECEIPT NO: __ FEEWAIVED:

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS




THE FOLLOWING ITEMS !!ST BE COMPLETED AND THE REQUIRED DOCUMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY THIS
APPLICATION

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: (including composition, color and texture of materials to be used:)

e

(If more space is needed, attach additional sheets on plain or lined paper to this application)

ATTACH TO THIS APPLICATION (2) COPIES OF: SUCH SITE PLANS (lot dimensions, building location with dimensions,
drives, walks, fences, patios, etc. proposed or existing) and/or ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS {floor plans, elevations, etc.),
PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE AREA AFFECTED, as are necessary to fully describe the proposed work.

MAIL OR DELIVER THE APPLICATION AND ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS TO THE:
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
100 MARYLAND AVENUE _
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20850
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"' QUESTIONNAIRE ABOUT FLINW PARK -

Piease let ué know your wishes about: the uges of Eli_mi Park.: SR

1. Hdw diftgn_do you and you; faﬁuy;méﬁbeté: \iée{?li.nn Pa‘rk"?.:‘.-’;
‘R often _B_Oné A Month :; 0",Se1‘om 9 _Never " -
/W.GM.ZZ{( -/ 4 RN
2. 'Please chleck each of the following ackivities Yhich you ‘think -

the park should: be used for by town eitigenss

/& playing vall /2 playing _ﬁ‘isbée é_f_ staging concerts
3l eating lunch 3_‘/_ 1cgickih _\2_2 a.’.tttinf uietly -

(&

4
v~ _ other uses {name them

G .

3. - Do you think there should be a iaze
If “yes" where do you think it shoulg b‘é located e

g on the brick pad in place of :thg old one &

g . center lot but further back : v

3
/1 _ to the rear under the trees . %M

3 on the right side near Park Sign _

[ L
4. Do you feel the straight Walk and neat, formal garden
plantings now in the park should be retained or should the
look be more rambling as in Kennedy Park? .

keep present look 20 change to rambling
votea

QRANALLY S :

5. How would you design the parL{ -=~ you can change the brick
walkways and plantings -- to enhance its appearance while
minimizing the expense of changing the walks, plantings, etc.

mrz/o//ucﬂﬂ/xf’/ﬂwéi & NP itbm -1l
SpoURE -
At 2o b developos 15 bueila { hongele) ]

Name: i Address:
NN, W Tt 1rre. TRL S = (3)
Please return this form to Town Office no’later than Decembir (s
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_I;/__. zther location (name% Crner E / m &%
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Subject:
From:

To:

Flinn Park Proposal
John E. Thompson
Councilmember

Flinn Park Committee

In response to the questions posed by the Flinn Park

Committee I submit the following reply.

Question 1 How would you and members of your'family
like to use Flinn Park?

Passive recreational activity
Question 2 Do you want a gazebo in Flinn Park?
No

Question 3 Do you have .any ideas to enhance the
appearance and use of the brick walkway and
minimize the expense of redesign?

Leave the walkway as presently configured.

Suggestion

I have recently traveled to Frederick County and
happened to see an abandoned windmill reminiscent of the
Victorian era. Photographs of early Kensington show many
windmills throughout the town. Perhaps one (windmill)
could be acquired and placed on the brick pad at the

end of the walk. I believe that this addition would be
compatible with the character of the historic district
and relate directly to the early town.



QUESTIONNAIRE ABOUT FLINN PARK

Please let us know your wishes about the uses of Flimm Park.
1.. How often do you and your family members use Flinn Park?
X _ Often ___ Once A Month __ Seldom Never

2. Please check each of the following actlvitles which you think
the park should be used for by town citizens:

____ playing ball ___ playing frisbee . staging concétts
T eatL.g ‘.m..‘a X picnicking X sitting quietly
other uses (name them) WA‘K AcxoS3 ~No +
3. Do you think there should be a gazebo in the Park ___yes X__no
| If “yes" where do you think it should be located?
on the brick pad in place of the old one

center lot but further back

to the rear under the trees

_.on the right side nedar Park Sign

Other location (name)

4, Do you feel the straight walk and' neat, formal garden
plantings now in the park should be retained or should the
look be more rambling as in Kennedy Park?

keep present look < change to rambling
5. How would you design the park --- you can change the brick

walkways and plantings -- to enhance its appearance while
minimizing the expense of changing the walks, plantings, etc.

Afached

- @ '
Name¢ Address: IQSH) .

Please return this foram to Town Office no later than Decembuer ({4
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- 27 Novenner L3058

" I regret the vassing of Flinn Perk's green sward with tables and.
benches around the sides among the existing trees and shrubbery. It
had the flavor of the Kensington I heve aliways known!

However if we are stuck with the brick pad I offer the following
suggestions:

1. Redesign the end of the pad, siightly enlarging it so as to
hold a handsome pedestal of stone (or composition)on which 1is
2 bronze plaque bearing a capsule history of Kensington. After
all we are historic by law and we should tell the publlic why.

2. A pair of low seats to share the pad's end with the pedestal.
If this grouving of furniture is kept low it might do something
to correct the mlsteke of centering an intrusion ontc the very
center of the park.

3, lMaybe each set of tables-gnd-benches should have a well designed
pad under it to protect from dampness and insects?

4, PLANTING.
Yhy not a Fragrant Garden with trees and shrubs selected for
a succegsion of sweet flowering?

WVhy not a Period Garden with turn-of-the-century flora?
Most historic districts throughout the country zre
developing period gardens. Ve have seversal in our
area - Poole House, Beall-Dawson House, Heurich
Mansion,Accoteek Colonial Farm, etc.

Lestly, I suggest that the Town organize g standing Advisory Committee
on Parks & Street Trees. The VWar Memorial has not been finished
and is in need of maintenance. The brick wall siong Iellirosd 1s
slowly lo¢sing its plantings. The park in front of Prsvention of
Blindness needs to be screened from backs of avartment buildings on
Fawcett Street.

Such 2 stasnding committee of residents who have some norticultural
decgizn interest would give continuity in planning and maintsining our
public grounds. In the late 10th century Marylond felt the need
for "municinelties" so as tc bring government close to the people.
Let's think of structuring such resident in-putt
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'do you thlnk it should be located?

brick pad in'place of the old one
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expense of changing the‘Walks. plantlngs. etc.
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) Please let us know your wishes about the ‘uses: 01’ ,Flinn Park. “; .
R T ow often do you and your family member se. Flj.nn Par}t?
: M Often Once A Month e e,dom Never

2. Please check each of the following actlvitles which you think -
; the park should be used for by town en;.lzenss -

3

~ playing }{all playing frlsbee staging‘ concerts

‘eating lunch picnicking sitting quletly

i . other us ((nane ) ( .8 ey, VN
- w/ - S - S - )
‘Do you hink there should be a gatebo in the“Park yes no

i ¢ If "yés" ‘where do you think it should be- located"

on the brick pad in place of the old one

PR
1y

.center lot but further back T

to the rear under the trees

B ]

on the right side near Park Sign : .

Other location (name)

-
4. Do you feel the straight walk and neat, formal garden
: plantings now in the park should be retained or should t ix;:ﬁ ca)

look be [more rambling as in Kennedy Park? <
\/__ keep present loo}\(’(’ change 30 rambllng’ﬁ 'S*
5.  How would you design the park --- you can.change the brick

walkways and plantings -- to enhance its appearance while
ninimizing the expense of changing the walks, plantings, etc\

V2

Name: L‘M& (pi}xﬂ Novwd e pddress: SQO\LL_LX%( (TU*’\

Please return this form to Town 0ffilcce no later than becembier (s
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HIST. PRES. COMM.

Case No. 27/ 577 Meeting Date_%%_ﬁ_

APP"°V'3<L__/..‘<..___. Denied
Conditions L /”C”:fto/ %ﬁtd_/),/,;

Signature% /&/ﬂ Date %’/f 7 |




