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MEMORANDUM 

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL 
PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

8787 Georgia Avenue 

Silver Spring. Maryland 20910-3760 

TO: Robert Hubbard, Director 
Department of Permitting Services 

FROM: ~ Gwen Wright, Coordinator 
Historic Preservation 

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit 

Date: 2=( U> 117 

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the attached 
application for an Historic Area Work Permit. This application was: 

___ Approved ___ --'Denied 

~ApprOved with Conditions: (.\2 Vi"' .. ,) W\. .... -tvt.d ~ -kSGt'"'" b~ ~..J..v 7l.. ~~ 

be ~ ~~ ~",-h.~ ~ n:f~ ~n.... 'fY"'"~ Wznrl- ~~ • 
(2.-) VM\ ~.....e ~ C11;t ~cl (110.. uvJ.us1'l4- tt ~ ~A.~S ,WJ. k 

te~ ~ rt.:tl~ 1M(\.... ~~\,a..r da.A'cJ.· ~"l~ c.U"~ I ~~. 
0) fu~\!~ S~ ~~:I !;tti/ fw- ~ ~ (~I ~/'i'/~~~.) h m~ttj.,..k 

and HPC Staff will review and stamp the construction chawU!gs prior to the applicant's app.;,rt;::~-; 
for a building permit with DPS~ and PI-{ ~ 1"'- CL""'f't 

0.... .,..t~;'\rot. 
THE BlliLDING PERMIT FOR TInS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED CONDITIONAL UPON fg "1'i!htAJ 
ADHERENCE TO TIlE APPROVED mSTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT (HAWP). ~ (, t4.J 

Applicant: 1?her t- ... Jo Dec ~ ~~ 

Address: 31 'It/ Iivw..d. b 1 i-ttb- f1 Q. .!l4N S- ~t- /..-
~,tr,..-h'e"" . and subject to the general condition that, after issuance of the Montgomery County Department 

of Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the applicant arrange for a field inspection by calling the 
DPS Field Services Office at (301 )217 -6240 prior to commencement of work ~ not more than 
two weeks following completion of work. 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PARK AND PLANNING 

Mr. Robert Orr 
100 Ridge Road 

THE MARYlAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL 
PARK AND PlANNING COMMISSION 

8787 Gtorgia AValut 

Silvtr Spring. Maryland 20910-3760 

Riva, Maryland 21140 
Re: Kensington Service Station (31/6-991 Retroactive) 

Dear Mr. Orr: 

September 1, 1999 

After the HPC meeting on August 18, 1999, I began work investigating potential 
manufacturers to assist you in the search for a replacement material for the gas canopy. 

I am enclosing a list of manufacturers that produce'tin ceiling panels and a list of 
contractors in the area that specialize in installing these ceiling systems. 

, After several conversations with these professionals, the following information 
was obtained: 

1. The manufacturers and the contractors agreed that because your ceiling is 
non-load bearing and purely decorative, the use of an interior tin ceiling 
system could be used on this application. 

2, The grade of tin is not a factor in the application, as long as the tin is 
properly maintained and painted. 

The manufacturers have also sent me brochures and samples of their products. 
Fortunately, several of these companies still produce and stock an exact match to the 
pattern that was installed on your building. 

Please contact me if you need any additional information, or would like to set up 
an appointment to look at the brochures and samples. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Enclosure 
Cc: HPC Commissioners 

Sincerely, 

Michele Naru 
Preservation Planner 

:.~. : 
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Product Manufacturers: 

Michigan Ornament Stamping 
P.O. Box 764 
Hackettstown, NJ 07840 
908-852-9773 
or 908-362-9344 
They specialize in made-to order pressed tin ceilings. 

AA Abbington Affiliates, Inc. 
2149 Utica Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 
718-258-8333 
They sell by mail order and through retail outlets 

Chelsea Decorative Metal Co. 
9603 Moonlight Dr. 
Houston, TX 77096 
713-721-9200 
They sell by mail order and through retail outlets. 

Classic Ceilings 
902 E. Commonwealth Ave. 
Fullerton, CA 92831 
800-922-8700 
They sell by mail order, through retail outlets and through distributors 

Entollndustries 
8180 NW 36th Ave. 
Miami, FL 33147 
305-696-0900 
They sell through retail outlets, through distributors, and through interior designers and architects 

W.F. Norman Corp. 
P.O. Box 323 
214 N. Cedar Street 
Nevada, MO 64772 
800-641-4038 
By mail order only 

Brian Greer's Tin Ceilings, Walls & Unique Metal Work 
Rural Route #2 
Petersburg, Ontario. Canada 
NOB2HO 
519-743-9710 
This man specializes in custom and ready-made designs 

Chicago Metallic (Interfinish Metal Ceilings) 
4849 South Austin Ave 
Chicago. IL 60638 
800-560-5758 
This manufacturer specializes in ready-made products 



Contractors to install product: 

Can-Am Contractors 
7000 Virginia Manor Rd 
Beltsville, MD 20705 
301-419-3630 
Contact: Mark England 

Varco Metal Fabricators 
800 South Pickett Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22304 
703-751-8585 



RV"I1N TO' OEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES .--
; 250 HUNGERFORD DRIVE, 2nd FLOOR. ROCKVILLE,' 850 

" 3011217·6370 ' ' 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
301/563-3400 

DPS -#8 

APPLICATION FOR 
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT 

Contact Person: "606 0 R t< 

Daytime Phone No.: .30. qU .... 67"7 

Tax Account No,: 0 I 0 d- 4 S 41> 
Name of Property Owner: "'$Obc4.T -+- ~ 0 o ~~ __ Daytime Phone No,: ... ?o I 9 1.fl,e,--.::;o-'7'-"<-.J.L-__ _ 

Address: --'1 .... o'-'o'--:;'-R-"::':~:;opJ> jL:--.... R""r'''--_____ R.t.=j-!:'.\Il.!:A'--______ --':M;LL .... 1> ________ ,..;;):7-:/~',-f../.-->:()"---
Stl88:NJnt:.,1 City St.Oj lip Codo 

Contractorr: __ --.-:'S:i=.>E:=.·.L1 f-L-____________ _ Phone No.: ____________ _ 

Contractor Registration No.: _____________________ _ 

Agentlar Owner: ___________________ Daytime Phone No,: ____________ _ 

LOCATION OF aOitDiNGjpREMISE 

House Number: .3 7 e; " Street ---L../o u.J4@ A-lL 

Town/City: 1C;;f,'6t-~'J{4 CM Nearest Cross Slreet: __ .LA:u,a<-.LJ>'Ir\o""'-... r7_yL-_".,()L..U,,'-L-~_-------

lol: t> ';} \ Block: _____ Subdivision: _--=-' -=S~__Lk"'AJ=.!"L ..... ~L::>E..""';."__'"€a."""..!..r ___ _:_---------

liber: _____ Folio: ______ Pan:eI: ___ --'p..!..I.e:IH':!.-_~!.!:f >!!!.IQ.lIk""----'-_...!P--.!'C!:A-!:.JTL-J-~<--f...L. _____ _ 

PART ONE; TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION ANP USE 

I A, CHECK All APPLICABLE: CHECK All APPLICABLE: 

o Construct o Extend o Aher/Renovate IJ AIC IJ Stab IJ Room Addition 0 Porch 0 Oed 0 Shed 

o Move o Install o Wreck/Raze [] Solar 0 Fireplace [) Woodburning Stove o Single Family 

[J Revision rstRepair o Revocable I J fence!Wail (complete Section 4) o Other: _______ _ 

I B. Construction cost estimate: S '8',000 

IC. "this Is a revision of a previously approved active permit, see Permit # ______________________ _ 

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS 

2A. Type of sewaga disposal: 

2B. Type of water supply: 

01 [] WSSC 

010 WSSC 

02 I.J Septic 

02 Ll Well 

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR fENCElRETAINiNG WALL 

3A. Height ____ feet ____ .inches 

03 I '1 Other: 

031'1 Other: _____________ _ 

3B, Indicate whether the fence or retaining wallis to be constructed on one of the following locations: 

o On party line/property lina LJ Entirely on land of owner Ll On public right of way/easement 

I hereby certily that I have the authority to make the 'oregoing application, that the applicstion is co"ect, and that the construction wi// comply with plans 
approved by a//agencies listed and I hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition 'or the issusnce of this permit. 

Signarure 0' owner or ourhori18d agenr 

Approved: ____________ -,.L-_~l-

Disapproved: Signature: d-~.:::~~~~~Il~~~:::-,_,.~--- Date: _______ _ 

ApplicatiOnlPer-m-it-No-.:--4-'l1-,....,1Jr"7 d. (p 
..!.....-f....cF-.~p-+- Date Issued: _______ _ 

Edit 2/4/98 SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS 



1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

a. Description 01 existing structure!s) and environmental setting, including their historical features and significance: 

,hi$. 7">. c..... qj:j$l,ol,4" SMu\l!e.. SkI,;"." -- 1'I'\0'44~ 4.c.. a/Uu" IAl ~. (10' 

b. General description of project and its effect on the historic resource!s), the environmental setting, and, where applicable, the historic district: 

I) 'A~ .. ill .... Pa,'" r flu, ~ 

oLlF·«. 

2. mf!M! 

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your sita plan must include: 

a. the scale, north arrow, and date; 

b. dimensions of all existing and proposed structures; and 

c. site featuras such as walkways, driveways, fences, ponds. streams, trash dumpsters, mechanical equipmen~ and landscaping. 

3. PLANS AND ELEVATIONS 

You must submit 2 copies 1li1!!!!ru and elevations in a format no 1!!Jl!!! than 11' x 17". Plans on 8 1/2' x II" paper are preferred. 

a, Schem.tic COIIstrUC';Oll pl.II., with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of walls, window end door openings, and other 
fixed features of both the existing resourcels) end the proposed work. 

b. Elavations Ifacedes), with marked dimensions. clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing construction and, when appropriate, context. 
All materials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must be noted on the elevations drawings. An existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each 
facade affected by the proposed work is required. 

4. MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS 

General description 01 materials and manufactured items proposed lor incorporation in the work 01 the project. This inlormation may be included on your 
design drawings. 

5. PHOTOGRAPHS 

a. Clearlv labeled photographic prints of each facade of existing resource. including details of the affected portions. All labels should be placed on the 
front of photographs. 

b. Clearly label photographic prints of the resource as viewed from the public right·of·way and of the adjoining properties. All labels should be placed on 
the front of photographs. 

6. mEE SURVEY 

If you are proposing construction adjacent to or within the dripline of any tree 6" or larger in diameter lat approximately 4 feet above the ground); you 
must file an accurate tree survey identilying tha size, location, and species of each tree of at least that dimension. 

7. ADDRESSES OF ADJACENT AND CONFRONTING PROPERTY OWNERS 

For A!,!, projects, provide an accurate list of adjacent and confronting property owners Inot tenants), including names, addresses, and zip codes. This list 
should include the owners 01 all lots or parcels which adjoin the parcel in question. as well as the ownerls) of lotls) or parcells I which lie direcdy across 
the street/highway from the parcel in question. You can obtain this information from the Department of Assessments and Taxation, 51 Monroe Street 
Rockville. 13011219·1355). 

PLEASE PRINT (IN BLUE OR BLACK INK) OR TYPE THIS INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE. 
PLEASE STAY WITHIN THE GUIDES OF THE TEMPLATE, AS THIS WILL BE PHOTOCOPIED DIRECTLY ONTO MAILING LABELS. 
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.) MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENt Of PARK Al~D PLANNING 
.1..4 .. THE MARYlAND-NATIONAL C.oU'ITAl 

PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION ..) 
7 .-, 
~ 

8i87 Georgia Avenue 

Silver Spring. Maryland 20910-3760 Date: ~ JU. /111 
1 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Historic Area Work Permit Applicants 

FROM: 11C\~Gwen Wright. Coordinator 
rv Historic Preservation Section 

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit Application. Approval of Application/Release of 
Other Required Permits 

Enclosed is a copy of your Historic Area Work Permit application, approved by the Historic 
Preservation Conunission at its recent meeting. and a transmittal memorandum stating conditions 
(if any) of approval. 

You may now apply for a county building permit from the Department of Permitting Services 
(DPS) at 250 Hungerford Drive, second floor, in Rockville. Please note that although your work 
has been approved by the Historic Preservation Commission. it must also be approved by DPS 
before work can begin. 

When you file for your building permit at DPS. you must take with you the enclosed forms. as 
well as the Historic Area Work Permit that will be mailed to you directly from DPS. These forms 
are proof that the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed your project. For further 
information about filing procedures or materials for your county building permit review. please 
call DPS at 301-217-6370. 

If your project changes in any way from the approved plans. either before you apply for your 
building permit or even after the work has begun, please contact the Historic Preservation 
Commission staff at 301-563-3400. 

Please also note that you must arrange for a field inspection for conformance with your approved 
HAWP plans. Please infonn DPSlField Services at 301-217-6240 of your anticipated work 
schedule. 

Thank you very much for your patience and good luck with your project! 
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mSTORIC PRESERYATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

Address: 3794 Howard Avenue Meeting Date: 8118/99 

Applicant: Robert & Jo Orr Report Date: 8111199 

Resource: Kensington Historic District Public Notice: 8/4/99 

Review: HAWP Tax Credit: Partial 

Case Number: 31/6-99J RETROACTIVE Staff: Robin Ziek 

PROPOSAL: Rehabilitation, including vinyl 
siding 

RECOMMEND: Approve wlConditions .~ 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: 
STYLE: 
DATE: 

Primary Resource in Kensington Historic District 
Arts and CraftslPrairie 
c1920's 

~.' 

This comer garage and gas station is an outstanding example of a building type which was 
ubiquitous in the early part of the 20th century. Growing out of the City Beautiful movement, and 
in reaction to the shack-like buildings which were springing up for gas stations, a more residential 
look was proposed for the new gas stations, especially those in residential neighborhoods. 

The building is a stucco structure with strong piers, with a canopy extension over the gas 
pumps with a pressed-tin ceiling and a hipped roof covered with standing-seam metal. It was 
originally built as a Standard Oil station (which became ESSO), and it continues to serve the 
community today as a gas and service station. 

In conjunction with a streetscape improvement project sponsored by the County (reviewed 
by the HPC in 1998), the owner has recently undertaken certain rehabilitation measures at the 
property. This includes repainting the metal roof, cleaning up and repainting the stucco, cleaning 
up and exposing the transom windows in the office bay, proposing new signage, installing new 
lighting, and installing vinyl siding on the ceiling of the canopy, the bottom of the beams 
supporting the roof, and fascia board under the eaves, and the soffit. 

The LAP has provided their comments (see Circle ;~ 't V). 

Q 



PROPOSAL 

The applicant is applying for retroactive approval for the installatio~ of the vinyl materials; 
the other work does not require HPC approval because it is not a change. For example, the HPC 
does not review paint color, and therefore the applicant has full discretion as to the range and 
choice of colors. The applicant does need HPC approval for the new signage, and therefore that 
is part of this application. 

The new signage proposal includes two signs, designed in a more "vintage" style which 
should be compatible with the other new sign age along Howard Avenue. The new signs will 
replace existing signs of approximately the same size, and are in compliance with the Montgomery 
County sign ordinance. 

The applicant has indicated that the vinyl siding was placed over the existing pressed-tin 
ceiling because the metal was in poor condition, and that the original ceiling materials is still in 
place. The vinyl siding is designed with the appearance of tongue-and-groove and/or beaded 

. board siding, a typical ceiling material for exterior spaces. The applicant applied vinyl to all of the 
surfaces of the beam supporting the roof, and to the soffit of the large overhanging eaves. 

After some discussion with staff, the applicant has amended the application to request 
approval of the vinyl siding with the removal of the siding from the vertical fascia board under the 
eaves. He will replace the vinyl in that location with a plain surface. 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

The proposed new signage appears to be compatible with the district. The applicant has 
the original ESSO sign, and used that oval form as the point of departure for the new logo. This 
logo will appear on both the mast sign and the wall sign. 

In terms of the vinyl siding, staff is concerned that the applicant did not come to the HPC 
prior to the installation of the vinyl. As in all cases, consideration of what is compatible with the 
overall historic district is of primary concern. The HPC has consistently discouraged the use of 
artificial siding in the historic district as an element which promotes the incremental loss of 
integrity in the overall district. These same concerns apply in this case. 

Staff notes that the rehabilitation steps which the applicant has taken at this time are 
considerable. The maintenance work for the metal roof is very important to a structurally 
important feature which is also highly prominent at this comer location.' In addition, efforts to 
expose the original glazing to the full amount restores the full size of the original opening in the 
office bay. The applicant has repaired all of the wood windows, and repaired the existing stucco. 

Staff is concerned in general with the use of vinyl in the historic district, noting that this is 
an out-of-period material which does not have the character or feel of the original material. In 



Aug-1B-99 10:21A KenSingtt" CopyTech Inc 

KENSIN( iTON 1 IlSTORlCAL .WX:,'lETY. INC. 

August 18, 1999 

P.O. Box45J 
Kell.'~ingloll. MD 20895 

Montgomery County Preservation Conunission 
8787 Georgia A venue 
Silver Spring. MD 20910 

Dear Commissioners and Staff: 

This letter is in reference to permit application #3116.99] for changes to 3794 Howard 
Ave. We commend the owners of this service station for working with the Historic 
Preservation Conunission and the commercial revitalization taking place in Kensington. 
The applicant has been catching up on the proc;ess for work in a Historic District and his 
plans for the new signs, his work to prolong the life of the 5tanding seam roof, repairs to 
the stucco, and restonn! the windows in the office· are most admirable. The difficulty 
comes with the use of vinyl siding on some very visible areas. As was floted on the very 
recent case at 3730 Howard Avenue, vinyl i$ not an appropriate material for prominent 
areas in the Historic District. A13794 Howard the vinyl Wali used in an area which is 
extremely noticeable. that is where it covers the beam supporting the roof. The staff has 
proposc:d a sequence to restore a more compatible look to the areas in question. Certainly 
the most prominent areas are those of the street facing surfaces of the beam and the soffit. 
In view of the fact that this is an owner-operator who is working to correct his mistakes 
and preserve the station, we hope the commission will be able to guide him to a 
satisfactory solution. We also note that the very visible interior ceiling of the front office 
is a pressed metal ceiling. toast of which has survived the years in HUrly good cOJldition. 

The Preservation Committee recognizes that education about the rehabilitation guidelines 
and the permitting process for working in a historic district continues to be our most 
critical problem in Kensington and will work to improve that education. 

cc: Mr Robert Orr 

Sincerely, 

Julie O'Malley. Chair 
Preservation Committee, KHS 

P.03 . 
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e 
Kl!.NS1NGTON H1STOR1CAI. SOCIETY, INC. 

August 18. 1999 

P.O. BCJx 4.53 
Kensington, MD 20895 

Montgomery County Historic Preservation Conurussion 
8787 Gcorgia Avenue 
Silver Spring. MD 

Dear Commissioners and Stafl: 

P.02 

As Chair of the Preservation Committee, 1 am writing concert11ng the pennit application for 3928 Baltimure St., 
Kensington. 

Application # 3l/6-991 pertains to a garage demolition and pennit for new constructiun. Staffhas pointed out 
that this structure is of poor quality and constructed out of period with the house. As I note also on the 
Sanbome Maps, there was no structure at this lotation when the house was insured as ~own on the 1924 map. 
Therefore we concur with staff that tills structure is non-contributing. 
As for the new construction, one of our members would question the realignment of the garage since it is 
presently more in alignment with the house as well as the adjacent garage on the adjoining property. We agree· 
that due to the enlargement of the new litructure and the design of the door, the proposed building is taking on a 
more modem and massive hol'izontallook. We definitely agree with staff that ~hanging the pattern of the door. 
or substituting two doors, rather than presenting so large a horilontallinc would help with this. Slaffhas already 
suggested a possible door company and we would note that on the reconstruction of the garage directly to this 
property's rear (3927 Prospect St.) the owners were able to obtain a wood door from Designer Doors, Inc. 
(800-550-1441, www.designerdoocs.com) which was a compatible style. 

cc: Mirtha T. Orme 

Sincerely, 

)«t .. : af11~ 
Jube O'Malley. Chair 
Preservation Committee, KHS 
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MEMORANDUM 

CAT 

Kensington LAP 
FrlUlk O'Donnell, Chair 

To: Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission 

From: Frank O'Donnell, Kensington LAP 

Date: August 10, 1999 

Re: ease Numbers 3116-991 and 31/6-991 

Sumrow: 

The Kensington LAP supports the HA WP application in Case Number 3116-991 with a 
minor recommendation (see below). The Kensington LAP also supports the retroactive 
HA WP application in Case Number 3116-99J following an agreement by the applicant to 
modify the application to eliminate vinyl siding from a portion of the project (see below). 

Discussion: 

I will be out oftown on August 18 and thus unable to attend the HPC meeting. However, 
the LAP does want to provide feedback in a timely manner on two projects on the 
agenda. The LAP convened a meeting August 9 which included presentations from the 
applicants in Case Numbers 3116-991 and 3116-99J. 

Case Number 3116-991 (garage replacement at 3928 Baltimore Street) is a non.,. 
controversial project. The existing outbuilding is in such a state of disrepair that it may 
raise safety concerns. Although the loss of any historic structure is a concern, the LAP 
endorses the proposed replacement. Most LAP members believe that the addition of side 
windows would improve the design and make it more in keeping with the Historic 
District 

ease:N~f/6~99t(canopy modifications and new signage at 3794 Howard Avenue) 
raises an issue of possible controversy - use of vinyl exterior covering in the Historic 
District The HPe has sought to discourage such use in the past, including a recent case 
involving another commercial building on Howard Avenue. 

This issue should be put in some context. The applicant recently has made various 
changes that have dramatically improved the overall appearance of this commercial 
property. The applicant also has tried to hannonize his improvements with the Howard 
Avenue Revitalization Plan previously approved by the HPC. 

~002 
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At the Kensington LAP's August 9 meeting, the applicant made a compelling argument 
as to why vinyl would be an appropriate replacement for the original tin ceiling above the 
gas pumps. The applicant noted, for example, that the exterior tin was beyond repair and 
would be prohibitively expensive to replace. Given that the ceiling is not readily visible 
from the street, the LAP agrees with the applicant's choice and reasoning. 

The vioyl-covered soffit is a different matter. It is far more visible from the street and 
could set a precedent in the commercial portion of the Historic District Acknowledging 
the concerns about this raised by members of the community. the applicant agreed at the 
April 9 meeting to repJace this vinyl with wood and textured paint that would resemble 
stucco. The LAP concurred with this decision. The applicant said he would amend his 
original HA WP application to reflect this change. The LAP enthusiastically supports this 
amended application. 

fi1I003 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

Address: 3794 Howard Avenue Meeting Date: 8/18/99 

Applicant: Robert & Jo Orr Report Date: 8/11/99 

Resource: Kensington Historic District Public Notice: 8/4/99 

Review: HAWP Tax Credit: Partial 

Case Number: 31/6-99J RETROACTIVE Staff: Robin Ziek 

PROPOSAL: Rehabilitation, including vinyl 
siding 

RECOMMEND: Approve w/Conditions 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: 
STYLE: 
DATE: 

Primary Resource in Kensington Historic District 
Arts and CraftslPrairie 
cl920's 

This comer garage and gas station is an outstanding example of a building type which was 
ubiquit~usin the early part of the 20th century. Growing out of the City Beautiful movement, and 
in reaction to the shack-like buildings which were springing up for gas stations, a more residential 
look was proposed for the new gas stations, especially those in residential neighborhoods. 

The building is a stucco structure with strong piers, with a canopy extension over the gas 
pumps with a pressed-tin ceiling and a hipped roof covered with standing-seam metal. It was 
originally built as a Standard Oil station (which became ESSO), and it continues to serve the 
community today as a gas and service station. 

In conjunction with a streetscape improvement project sponsored by the County (reviewed 
by the HPC in 1998), the owner has recently undertaken certain rehabilitation measures at the 
property. This includes repainting the metal roof, cleaning up and repainting the stucco, cleaning 
up and exposing the transom windows in the office bay, proposing new signage, installing new 
lighting, and installing vinyl siding on the ceiling of the canopy, the bottom of the beams 
supporting the roof, and fascia board under the eaves, and the soffit. 

The LAP has provided their comments (see Circle ;~ 1t'V). 

Q 



PROPOSAL 

The applicant is applying for retroactive approval for the installation of the vinyl materials; 
the other work does not require HPC approval because it is not a change. For example, the HPC 
does not review paint color, and therefore the applicant has full discretion as to the range and 
choice of colors. The applicant does need HPC approval for the new signage, and therefore that 
is part of this application. 

The new sign age proposal includes two signs, designed in a more "vintage" style which 
should be compatible with the other new signage along Howard Avenue. The new signs will 
replace existing signs of approximately the same size, and are in compliance with the Montgomery 
County sign ordinance. 

The applicant has indicated that the vinyl siding was placed over the existing pressed-tin 
ceiling because the metal was in poor condition, and that the original ceiling materials is still in 
place. The vinyl siding is designed with the appearance of tongue-and-groove and/or beaded 
board siding, a typical ceiling material for exterior spaces. The applicant applied vinyl to all of the 
surfaces of the beam supporting the roof, and to the soffit ofthe large overhanging eaves. 

After some discussion with staff, the applicant has amended the application to request 
approval of the vinyl siding with the removal of the siding from the vertical fascia board under the 
eaves. He will replace the vinyl in that location with a plain surface. 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

The proposed new signage appears to be compatible with the district. The applicant has 
the original ESSO sign, and used that oval form as the point of departure for the new logo. This 
logo will appear on both the mast sign and the wall sign. 

In terms of the vinyl siding, staffis concerned that the applicant did not come to the HPC 
prior to the installation of the vinyl. As in all cases, consideration of what is compatible with the 
overall historic district is of primary concern. The HPC has consistently discouraged the use of 
artificial siding in the historic district as an element which promotes the incremental loss of 
integrity in the overall district. These same concerns apply in this case. 

Staff notes that the rehabilitation steps which the applicant has taken at this time are 
considerable. The maintenance work for the metal roof is very important to a structurally 
important feature which is also highly prominent at this comer location. In addition, efforts to 
expose the original glazing to the full amount restores the full size of the original opening in the 
office bay. The applicant has repaired all of the wood windows, and repaired the existing stucco. 

Staffis concerned in general with the use of vinyl in the historic district, noting that this is 
an out-of-period material which does not have the character or feel of the original material. In 



addition, the use of a single vinyl treatment for the vertical and horizontal surfaces is not 
consistent with the original treatment. The original ceiling was an ornate pressed-tin with a repeat 
pattern and with ornate metal moldings. In contrast to this ornate metal ceiling, a plain metal 
treatment was used for the beam and soffit. The vertical fascia under the soffit was a plain surface 
used for additional lighting and signage (see Circle / I ). 

The amended application (see Circle /0 ) recognizes the prominence of the vertical 
fascia board under the eaves. This band under the roof is highly visible, and in fact was used for 
signage in the past. The proposed new treatment, installing a plain wood surface which can be 
painted, is much more appropriate than the existing vinyl siding. Staff notes that the applicant 
proposes to retain the molded vinyl profile at the intersection of planes. 

Staffhas also discussed with the applicant the possibility of removing the vinyl from the 
underside of the beam, while retaining the vinyl molding. In this case, the applicant has noted that 
there is little structure under the beam to hold a material of much weight. The original metal 
spanned the c20" beam edge to edge, and there is little or no structure to tack to. 

In terms of the historic district, stafffeeis that the vinyl siding should be removed from the 
entire building and that the metal finish, or something similar, should be restored. The HPC may 
wish to consider a schedule to accomplish this, noting that the applicant has undertaken 
substantial repairs to the building that will contribute to its continued presence as a Primary 
Resource in the district. Staff notes that there are considerable tax credits which may be 
applicable to this particular project (local - 10%; state - 25%; federal - 20%), and the applicant is 
urged to contact the Maryland Historical Trust for further information (see Circle :;l.? - z,Cp). 

Stafffeels that the first step is to remove the vinyl from the vertical surfaces which are 
highly visible from the public right-of-way. To leave the vinyl in place at this time could indicate 
to other property owners in the district that vinyl siding may be appropriate in the Kensington 
Historic District, which it is not. Additional steps should then be taken to replace the vinyl siding 
in the remaining areas which are not so highly visible with more compatible materials by removing 
the vinyl in phases. Staff feels that, after the fascia board under the eaves, the next most highly 
visible area is the portion under the beam and the soffit under the eaves. Finally, the vinyl on the 
interior of the pavilion area should be removed. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends, with the following conditions, the Commission find this proposal 
consistent with the purposes of Chapter 24A-8(b)2: 

The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological. architectural or cultural 
features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic resource is located and would not be 
detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter. 



and with the Secretary of the Interior Guidelines #9: 

New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in a such manner that, if removed in 
the future, the essential fonn and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

CONDITIONS; 

1. The vinyl material on the fascia boards under the eaves should be removed 
immediately, and be replaced with a more compatible material and finish, as per the 
applicant's amended application. 

2. The vinyl material on the soffit and on the underside of the beams should be 
replaced within one year with a more compatible material and finish. 

3. The vinyl material on the interior ceiling area, including the interior side of the 
beams, should be removed within 3 years, to be replaced with a more compatible 
material and finish. The first preference would be to restore a pressed-metal 
ceiling, but another option may be possible through working in conjunction with 
the HPC. 

and subject to the general condition that, after issuance of the Montgomery County Department 
of Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the applicant arrange for a field inspection by calling the 
DPS Field Services Office at (301) 217-6240 prior to commencement of work and not more than 
two weeks following completion of work. 
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Rr ">N TO'" DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES • 
, 250 HUNGERFORD DRIVE, 2nd FLOOR, ROCKVILLE, 850 

. 3011217·6370 • " 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
301/563-3400 

DPS -#8 

APPLICATION FOR 
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT 

ContactPe,son: ~b () R a. 

Daytime Phone No.: ..30 I q(JI,- 0""7 

Tax Account No.: 0 I D;).. 4 S 43 
Name 01 Property Owner: "j?clbf..ct-r -to ~ ~ Daytime Phone No.: . 30 I q '-Il"p~L __ _ 

Address: _,J;/ ..... {}<.ICJL-~R="A~Jl .L.~ ..... R"""'-r~ ____ ---'-R"",:::'\~IA-!..-______ --'M~:-"'b"'--_____ --:;:;)-:/:-/-;--I./.-,D~_ 
St;;.:NJnber City S"., lip Cod. 

COnlnlctolT: __ --'~=-"E=-L.1 £..L-____________ _ Phone No.: ____________ _ 

Contr8ctorAegistration No,: _____________________ _ 

Agent lor Owner: ___________________ Daytime Phone No.: ____________ _ 

LOCATIoN OF BUILDINGIPREMISE 

House Number:_~3..l....!7_e;.!......l1'------'-----------

Town/City: lxc~;.,~ CM. Nearest Cross Street: __ .LA:;u,a. ........ Mo<YL.!<rt~\><--_.,..<!w..J'-fl;,=-=-______ _ 

lot: l> 'J= \ Block: _____ Subdivision: _---"--,,..:S"----t:k'-'IV""-!O'-'w"""l,,,,E-""';;.<L--'-Uc&..!.T ____________ _ 

liber: _____ FOlio: ______ Parcel: ___ --'~L'I"'~'-"-_~---'f""""'-"Q"'\;.'"--'-_-'P'-'''''A-:!:.T.L..__''J-'___y_'___ _____ _ 

PART ONE: TYPE OF PERMIT ACTiON AND USE 

1 A. CHECK ALL APPLICABLE: CHECK ALL APPLICABLE: 

o Construct 0 Extend 0 Atter/Aenovate LJ NC IJ Slab IJ Room Addition rJ Porch [] Dec~ [J Shed 

o Move o Install o Wreck/Aaze IJ Sola, 0 Fireplace [) Woodburning Stove o Single Familv 

o Revision ~Repair o Rawcable IJ Fence/Wall (complete Section 4) o Other: _______ _ 

18. Construction cost estimate: S __ .... '8''''ILO=<'",O''--__________________________ _ 

lC. If this Is a revision of 8 previouslV epproved ective permit, see Permit # _____________________ _ 

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS 

2A. Tvpe of sewage disposal: 

2B. Tvpe of water supplV: 

01 [J WSSC 

010 WSSC 

02 IJ Septic 

02 Ll Well 

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCEiRETAINING WALL 

3A. Height, ____ 'eet ____ inches 

OJ II Other: 

.OJ [I Other: _____________ _ 

JB. Indicate whether the lence or retaining walt is to be constructed on one 01 the lollowing locations: 

o On party line/property line [J Entirelv on land 01 owner [] On public right 01 way/easement 

I hereby certify that I have tha authority to m8ke the foregoing epplication, that the application is co"ect, and that the construction wil/ comply with plans 
approved by aI/agencies listed and I hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuanc. of this permit. 

Sign8rUr. 0' o.."er or eUlhori,ed 'gent 

Approved: __ -'--_...,--____________ For Chairperson, Historic Preservation Commission 

Disapproved: Signeture: += Da1e: 

APPlicatiOnlPer-m-it N-O-.: ===c;.='Zi=:!J=·_7_d_~_O__=_O_Z=_~_· ___ DateFiled: '1 ii'.!.p IqQ Date Issued: ______ _ r f \ 
Edit 'JJ4/9B SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS 



I. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION DF PROJECT 

a. Description of existing structure(sland environmental setting. including their historical features and significanca: 

-n.i!;' ',,,,- ~ qtl "'"I/U I ,sf';(u.ae.. Skl,iM. c». i'V'G'4J.~ "-k o/ll~r iAJ .m..J. (10' 

b. General description of project and its effect on the historic resource(sl. the environmental setting. and. where applicable. the historic district: 

I)~"i ... .", Pa,'"r ~ .... ~ 

nllEt" 

2.~ 

S~e and environmental satting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your site plan must include: 

a. the scale. north arrow. and date; 

b. dimensions 01 all existing end proposed structures; and 

c. siteleatures such as walkways. driveways.lences. ponds. streams. tresh dumpsters. mechanical equipment, and landscaping. 

3. PLANS AND ELEVATIDNS 

You must submit 2 cgpies QipjaJIH!!d elevations in a format noJ!!lI!!! than 11' x 17". Plans on 8 112' x 11' paper are preferred, 

a. Schematic construction plans. with marked dimensions. indicating location. size and general type of walls. window and door openings. and other 
fixed leatures 01 both the existing resource(sl and the proposed work. 

b. Elevations (Iacadesl. with marked dimensions. clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing construction and. when appropriate. context. 
All materials and fixtures proposed lor the exterior must be noted on the elevations drawings. An existing and 8 proposed elevation drawing 01 each 
lacade affected by the proposed work is required. 

4. MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS 

General description of materials and manufactured itams proposed for incorporation in the work 01 the project. This inlormation may ba included on your 
de.sign drawings. 

5. PHDTOGRAPHS 

a. Clearly labeled photographic prints 01 each lacade of existing resource. including details 01 the affected portions. All labels should be placed on tha 
front of photographs. 

b. Clearly label photographic prints of the resource as viewed from the public right-ol-way and 01 the adjoining properties. All labels should be placed on 
the front 01 photographs. 

6. TREE SURVEY 

II you are proposing construction adjacent to or within the dripline 01 any Iree 6" or larger in diameler (al approximalely 4 'eel above the groundl. you 
must lile an accurate trea survey identifying the size. location. and species 01 each tree 01 at least that dimension. 

7. ADDRESSES OF ADJACENT AND CONFRONTING PROPERTY OWNERS 

For ALL projects. provide an accuratalist 01 adjacent and confronting property owners (not tenants I. including names. addresses. and zip codes. This list 
should include the owners 01 all lots or parcals which adjoin the parcel in question. as well as the owner(sl ollot(sl or parcel(sl which tie directly across 
the street/highway from the parcel in question. You cen obtain this inlormation from the Department 01 Assessments and Taxation. 51 Monroe Street 
Rockville. (301/279·13551. 

PLEASE PRINT (IN BLUE OR BLACK INKI OR TYPE THIS INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE. 
PLEASE STAY WITHIN THE GUIDES OF THE TEMPLATE. AS THIS WilL BE PHOTOCOPIED DIRECTLY ONTO MAILING LABELS. 
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A 1939 Dodge got full service at the Esso station built in 1927 at the corner of Armory and Howard 
Avenues. The station continues to operate as the independently owned Kensington Service Center. 
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j.\iEMORANDUM 

CAT 

Kensington LAP 
Frank 0 'Donnell, Chair 

To: Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission 

From: Frank O'Donnell, Kensington LAP 

Date: August 10, 1999 

Re: Case Numbers 31/6-991 and 31/6-99J 

Summaz:y: 

The Kensington LAP supports the HA WP application in Case Number 31/6-991 with a 
minor recommendation (see below). The Kensington LAP also supports the retroactive 
HA WP application in Case Number 3116-99J following an agreement by the applicant to 
modify the application to eliminate vinyl siding from a portion of the project (see below). 

Discussion: 

I will be out of town on August 18 and thus unable to attend the HPCmeeting. However, 
the LAP does want to provide feedback in a timely manner on two projects on the 
agenda. The LAP convened a meeting August 9 which included presentations from the 
applicants in Case Numbers 3116-991 and 31/6-99J. . 

Case Number 3116-991 (garage replacement at 3928 Baltimore Street) is a non
controversial project The existing outbuilding is in such a state of disrepair that it may 
raise safety concerns. Although the loss of any historic structure is a concern, the LAP 
endorses the proposed replacement. Most LAP members believe that the addition of side 
windows would improve the design and make it more in keeping with the Historic 
District. 

Case Number 31/6-99J (canopy modifications and new signage at 3794 Howard Avenue) 
raises an issue of possible controversy - use of vinyl exterior covering in the Historic 
District. The HPC has sought to discourage such use in the past. including a recent case 
involving another commercial building on Howard Avenue. 

This issue should be put in some context. The applicant recently has made various 
changes that have dramatically improved the overall appearance oftbis commercial 
property. The applicant also has tried to harmonize his improvements with the Howard 
Avenue Revitalization PlaQ. previously approved by the HPC. 
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At the Kensington LAP's August 9 meeting, the applicant made a compelling argtnnent 
as to why vinyl would be an appropriate replacement for the original tin ceiling above the 
gas pumps. The applicant noted, for example, that the exterior tin was beyond repair and 
would be prohibitively expensive to replace. Given that the ceiling is not readily visible 
from the street, the LAP agrees with the applicant's choice and reasoning. 

Thevinyl-covered soffit is a different matter. It is far more visible from the street and 
could set a precedent in the commercial portion of the Historic District. Acknowledging 
the concerns about this raised by members of the community, the applicant agreed at the 
April 9 meeting to replace this vinyl with wood and textured paint that would resemble 
stucco. The LAP concurred with this decision. The applicant said he would amend his 
original HA WP application to reflect this change. The LAP enthusiastically supports this 
amended application. 

!41 003 



HERITAGE PRESERVATION TAX CREDIT 
FOR THE 

REHABILITATION OF HISTORIC PROPERTY 

A significant income tax incentive for the revitalization and rehabilitation of historic 
buildings became effective January 1, 1997. The Heritage Preservation Tax Credit 
Program, administered by the Maryland Historical Trust, a unit of the state's 
Department of Housing and Community Development, provides Maryland income tax 
credits equal to 10% (calendar year 1997), 15% (calendar year 1998), and 25% as of 
January I, 1999, of the qualified capital costs expended in the rehabilitation of a 
"certified heritage structure." A certified heritage structure can include structures: 

1. listed in the National Register of Historic Places; 
2. designated as a historic property under local law; 
J. located in a·historic district listed in the National Register or in a local 

historic district and cenified as contributing to the district's significance; or 
4. located in a certified heritage area and certified as contributing to the area's 

significance. 

It is estimated that more than 49,000 structures in Maryland are currently eligible, 
with several hundred thousand structures potentially eligible. The credit is available 
for owner-occupied residential property as well as income-producing property. The 
rehabilitation expenditure in a 24-month period must be substantial, exceeding $5,000 
for owner-occupied residential property, and the greater of the adjusted basis of the 
structure or $5,000 for all other property. The rehabilitation must conform with the 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards/or Rehabilitation and must be certified by the 
Maryland Historical Trust. 

If the amount of the tax credit exceeds the tax liability of the taxpayer for the year in 
which the credit is first claimed., the excess credit may be applied for a period of up to 
10 years. Additionally, if a rehabilitated structure is sold., the amount of any unused 
credit may be transferred to the new purchaser. The credit may also be combined 
with local and federal incentives for the rehabilitation of historic property. -
F or more infonnation or to request a Heritage Preservation Certification Applicatio~ 
contact the Maryland Historical Trust's Office of Preservation Services at 
410.514.7627 or 410.514.7628. 
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Most Frequently asked Questions about the 
Maryland Heritage Preservation Tax Credit Program 

How do I find out if my property is eligible for the credit? 
The Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) maintains a list of National Register properties, both 
individually listed and district properties. Contact Ian Gowing (410-514-7644 or 
gowing@dhcd.state.md.us) to see if your property is on the list. Local planning offices maintain 
lists of locally designated historic properties. Call your local planning office for details. If you 
don't know how to get in touch with your planning office, contact Nicole Diehlmann at MHf 
(410-514-7625 or diehlmann@dhcd.state.md.us) for that infonnation. 

How do I know if my property contributes to the significance of a National Register or local 
historic district? 0 0 

Nomination fonns for both National Register and local historic districts will list contributing 
properties within the district boundaries. Contact Jan Gowing or your local planning office (see 
contact infonnation above) to see if your property is contributing. If these lists are not 
comprehensive, then reviewers at the Maryland Historical Trust will make that evaluation. 

Are plumbing, BVAC and electrical system upgrade costs eligible? 
Yes, as long as the work does not negatively impact historic elements of the interior or exterior. 

Are kitchen and bathroom rehabilitation costs eligible? 
Yes. The cost for new appliances is also eligible when part of an overall rehabilitation scheme. 

Are architectural fees eligible? 
Yeso Architectural, engineering and consultant fees are eligible. 

What about financing charges and building permit fees? 
These costs are not eligible. 

Are landscaping costs eligible? 
The costs associated with the restoration of significant historic landscape features, such as a 
parterre garden, walls or garden walks, etc. are eligible when there is adequate documentation as 
to the feature's historic significance. All other landscaping costs are not eligible. 

Are patios, back decks, roof decks. etc. eligible? 
No. New construction does not qualify. 

Are rehabilitation costs for outbuildings, barns, garages, etc., eligible? 
If these structures are historically associated with the building and contribute to the significance of 
the site, then the rehabilitation costs are eligible. Non-historic structures are not eligible. 

Can I put in skylights to light interior rooms? 
Skylights are usually discouraged; however. they are reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 



Are interior faaisbeseligible! 
Capital expenditures are eligible for the credit. For the interior, this usually means finishes that 
become part of the structure. Eligible costs may include repair or restoration of wainscoting, 
mantles, interior shutters, molding, and plaster. Consult MHT staff for a final determination of 
eligibility. 

I am rehabilitating my 1885 Queen Anne structure that has a 1960s addition. h work done 
on the non-historic addition eligible? 
Yes. MHT recognizes that buildings change over time. Reviewers will judge all changes to the 
building against the appearance of the building at the time the application is made. Work done 
within the existing walls of the structure, both historic and non-historic, is eligible. 

My historic house had vinyl siding installed in the 19705. If I am not planning to remove it 
as part of my rehabilitation project, will I still be eligible for tax credits on other work that- -
meets the Secretary "Standards"? 
Yes. MHT will not require owners to replace vinyl or aluminum siding with a more appropriate 
historic treatment if there is no work planned for this ~eature as part of the overall project. 

Can I use historic materials obtained from an architectural salvage shop? 
Yes, if the architectural feature used replaces a missing original feature of the same architectural 
style and period. 

I plan to rehabilitate my house over a period of yean, but the regulations say the 
rehabilitation must occur within a 24-month period. What should I do? 
In this case, MIIT recommends that the project be "phased." This means breaking the project 
into smaller, more manageable units. Remember, each phase must meet the cost threshold
S5,000 for ov.ller-occupied residential projects or the greater of the adjusted basis of the structure 
or 55,000 for all other projects. In phased projects, MIIT would prefer the first application to 
describe all projected phases of work. Later applications may amend the initial application. 

If I am completing both the Federal and State tax credit application forms, do I have to 
completely fill out both forms? 
No. You must fully complete the federal form. but only have to complete the first sheet of each 
part of the state form. All the other pages are identical. 

Last year, I completed a rehabilitation project but only recently heard about the tax credit 
program. Am I still eligible for the credit? 
Possibly. MHT prefers that no work begin on a project until the plans have been approved. 
Without this approval, there is a chance that the project will not meet the Secretary of the 
I~terior's "Standards for Rehabilitation" and therefore not qualify for the credit. To receive credit 
after completion, the project must not only meet all of the "Standards", but also be sufficiently 
documented through before and after rehabilitation photographs so that adherence to the 
"Standards·' can be adequately assessed by ~fHT. 
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