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MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
—

8787 Georgia Avenue e Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760

MEMORANDUM

Robert Hubbard
Division of Construction Codes Enforcement
Department of Environmental Protection

Gwen Marcus N“.&’

Historic Preservation Coordinator
Urban Design Division, M-NCPPC
July 28, 1992

Withdrawal of Historic Area Work Permit application for
9000 Brink Road, Laytonsville

At the July 8, 1992, meeting of the Historic Preservation Commis-
sion, the applicant of the referenced property withdrew a Histor-
ic Area Work Permit filed with building permit application number
9206220062. The HAWP application form is attached.

The applicant had requested permission to move a barn structure
to a different location on the site. As the application was
withdrawn by the applicant on the public record, the HPC took no
vote on this case and the application, therefore, was not ap-

proved.

If you have any questions about this matter, please call Nancy
Witherell at 495-4570. Thank you.



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 9000 Brink Road Meeting Date: 7/8/92

Resource: Fertile Meadows Review: HAWP/relocation
Case Number: 14/59-92A Tax Credit: No

Public Notice: 6/25/92 | Report Date: 7/1/92 )
Applicant: Peter Moholt staff: Nancy Witherell

Fertile Meadows was designated on the Master Plan for Historic
Preservation because of its association with the Riggs family, a
prominent farming and mercantile family in Montgomery County, and
because of its architectural significance as a late 18th-century
farm house typical to southern Maryland in that era. The origi-
nal house is a 1 1/2-story frame structure with external brick
chimneys. Five bays in width, with a central doorway and three
dormers in the steep gable roof, the cornice is boxed with an
ogee bed molding. Now 200 years old, the house is in good physi-
cal condition. A brick and frame addition was later constructed
on the east end of the house.

The house sits on a knoll, facing north toward a pronounced curve
in Brink Road. The ground slopes away from the house in all
directions except to the east, where the corn crib is situated.
The rear yard slopes gradually for a distance of about 50 feet,
is contained by a row of trees, and then falls dramatically to a
larger copse farther down the slope. A pronounced valley at the
bottom of the meadow is the most significant natural feature of
the site.

Two appurtenances, a log meat house and a board-and-batten corn
crib, are included within the environmental setting, a map of
which is attached. Note that the meat house is not shown on the
map; it is situated between the two larger structures.

The applicants propose moving the corn crib, which, at approxi-
mately 60' x 40', is similar in dimension to the house, to a
location directly behind the house.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The corn crib is now to the east of the house, at the head of the
gravel driveway from Brink Road and, therefore, highly visible to
the public. Not only is it more visible from the road than the
house is, but the two buildings share the high ground of the site
(see the topographical map). Their placement near each other,



facing the road, creates a logical and natural relationship. It
is important to note that the new location would completely hide
the corn crib from public view and would place it on a slope that
falls away noticeably from the house. It appears from the pro-
posed plans that the line of trees behind the house would be
removed in order to relocate the corn crib. Further, the corn
crib would obscure the view of the valley from the house. This
view has been maintained for 200 years, not only because the
slope is less desirable for construction than the flat land to
the east, but because the valley meadow is a prominent landscape
feature.

The corn crib appears to be approximately 80-100 years in age.
It is built on a rubble stone foundation, although some concrete
repair work has been done. The barn is in good physical condi-
tion. It does not list, and has not sustained any significant
deterioration from dry rot, infestation, or weathering.

Michael Auer, in Preservation Brief #20, "The Preservation of
Historic Barns", writes:

Preserve the historic setting of the barn as much as possi-
ble. Modern farming practices do not require the great
number of outbuildings, lots, fences, hedges, walls, and
other elements typical of historic farms. Yet such fea-
tures, together with fields, woods, ponds, and other aspects
of the farm setting can be important to the character of
historic barns.

In addition, the Secretary of the Interior's Standards #1 and 2
address the issue of altering the site for a new purpose:

A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be
placed in a new use that requires minimal change to the
defining characteristics of the building and its site and
environment.

The historic character of a property shall be retained and
preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration
of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be
avoided.

In this instance, the barn would not be moved off-site, yet the
new location has no historic validity and significantly alters
three relationships: that of the two structures to each other,
that of the barn to the road, and that of the house to the meadow
valley. The new location would require significant regrading of
the site and alteration of the appearance of the barn's founda-
tion, as well as the removal of the line of low trees at the rear
of the house's yard.

The relocation of a historic structure should be undertaken only
as a last resort, when no other options are available. Such a
situation, usually entailing the construction or widening of a
road, is not relevant here.



In addition to these issues, the staff notes the location of the
family cemetery, marked on the site plan. The best preservation

plan for this site would keep all the resources, including the
cemetery, grouped on one lot,

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The staff recommends that the application to relocate the corn
crib not be approved, using Criterion 24A-8(a):

The commission shall instruct the director to deny a permit
if it finds, based on the evidence and information presented
to or before the commission that the alteration for which
the permit is sought would be inappropriate or inconsistent
with, or detrimental to the preservation, enhancement, or
ultimate protection of the historic site, or historic re-
source within an historic district, and to the purposes of
this chapter;

and Standards #1 and 2 as stated above.
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APPLICATION.FOR s
HISTORIC AREA-WORK- PERMIT I

TAX ACCOUNT # /846

NAME QF PROPERTY OWNER__ LETER A, MoHoLT
(Contract/Purchaser) :
ADORESS . 2¢_ME/TGomERY UlLLAGE. AVENCE

CiTY
CONTHACTOH N, ‘A - __: TELEPHONE NO.. :
& ¢ comnAcmnsslsmmon NUMBER A : ;
PLANS PREPARED BY L&A&L’S/&LMM___ TELEPHONE NO.- Ge:)25/-¢730
' {include Area Code) . -
REGISTRATION NUMBER /06£8

P . e o e R
e ——

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE ' . L . . -

House NU".‘bBI' 9000 Street aelﬂg ROM
tnoireoriqge.2utt of Tansg hamil it nisly no ausc imcmhu.. ris2rte Uobegsn {i a2agd otom m

Town/City CAITHERSVRG Election District 7 ’T.

Neaugt C[q;: Stn.t HDUTMASTQQ KOAD PR T & AT I ¥ ta VR BPE-L % MR- o3 o Ta L oy o TTaAn 1nas *131‘ nr ;‘43_\1’7}3
g nontl 'A'J LARUTIATIHISA wl\bns {pnitaixs o batogag 2% z-m.q .:!:)ns? z;ﬂsw .nmb
7’&,& Block i et SaM Su dsvm; ° 6 G0N

T o/ T, 241981 ¢ 1 !:"Y BCINr Ll VAHUT OG5 Y iddeaddit 316 L D1 WD n-Jj’Hh R -T 213 smmJ'u- (97281
Liber. 55 Folio _Zﬁ___ Parcel
1A, TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION: (circle one) - ) Circle One: AjC .. I_Sllb . . Room Addition
Construct Extend/Add Alted/RenovereV:IM! Repair GIRIUCI Rpgrer CGlHoek!C! Flh'&llhq“Sh%d °§o‘ﬁr’= WOd?lbnmwg Stove
Wreck/Raze y install Revocable Revision Fence/Wall {complets Section 4)° i
_ JUAIVA (MAJY AR SO
18.  CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATES _ 5060 02307 OWAJYRAM 3.111VHOOR

1C. IFTHISISA REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT # Nﬁ
1D.  INDICATE NAME OF ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY _Po7o MAC Ep)soN
1E. IS THIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE? __Y€S

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/AODITIONS

2A.  TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 28. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY
01 () wSSC 02 () Septic 01 () WSSC 02 () Wel
03 () Other . 03 () Other

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL

4A. HEIGHT feet inches

48. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the foliowing locations:

1. Dn party line/Property line
2. Entirely on land of owner :
3. On public right of way/easement {Revocable Letter Required).

| hereby certify that | have the suthority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with
plans approved by all agencies listad and | hereby acknowiedge snd accept this to be e condition for the issuance of this permit.



SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT
REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

a. Description of existing structure(s) and environmental setting,
including their historical features and significance:

FRAME BARN (OCATED TO THE (EFT SI0E ABubD 140 TXHE FRONT

YALD OF EXISTING AHOUSE.

b. General description of project and its impact on the historic
resource(s), the environmental setting, and, where applicable, the
historic district: )

[EOPOSAL (S TO SuBDIVIDE THE LFROFPERTY /N ACCOLDANCE

LWITH CORLEAIT ZON/VE. RESTOLE EXISTING MOUSE ArL

RELCOCATE THE BRROAN 70 THE LEAL YARD OF THE EXI/ST/V6

HOUSE 7D BE LDcHTEL On) A 96, 000 SQUARE Foo7 (OT.




2.. Statement of Pro!ct Intent: .

Short, written statement that describes:

the proposed design of the new work, in terms of scale, massing,

a.
materials, details, and landscaping:
N/ A
/
b. the relationship of this design to the existing resource(s):
K/
c. the way in which the proposed work conforms to the specific

requirements of the Ordinance (Chapter 24A):

N/A

3. Project Plan:

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale (staff will advise on
area required). Plan to include:

a.
b.

c.

the scale, north arrow, and date;
dimensions and heights of all existing and propoéed structures;

brief description and age of all structures (e.g., 2 story, frame
house €.1900);

grading at no less than 5’ contours (contour maps can be obtained
from the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission,
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring; telephone 495-4610); and

site features such as walks, drives, fences, ponds, streams, trash
dumpsters, mechanical equipment, and landscaping.

4, Iree Survey: If applicable, tree survey indicating location, caliper
and species of all trees within project area which are 6" in caliper or
larger (including those to be removed).

g
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Name 2evinder S w > Uidoru.  Paton

Address SECl Hontmacher 2 S
City/Zip Q.,.EL‘..:A,,E, el 2o% X7

Name - l"[L){'PP‘)" "' { AAM/ L3

Address _€£4 322> Sk Lbiyiso (ot F
City/Zip _Gu, Hhoche 4 ul 20919

Name Robert R 3 €AS  rchae /[
Address 712 Reoak Roc.ol

City/Zip _ Lo -L%,(mArf i

Name TefC & .skn

Address C820 thntmack R
City/Zip b e, L 7 2l 2ok

Name Thep Lore ~n IR 3' = S»(Q/na.
Address __ </| Brak - Kt

City/Zip g—(a-/qgﬂ:f PRl oL L 4

Name Tcba P Lre
Address 2/ Lo hos (5/
City/Zip /~:a.4'/6rs/—«-f mt 20807




1757¢

Name Keanotl A5 T A Pefs
Address _2 (0320 é:c:ingﬂ ﬂoaa/
City/Zip éa,rle,fslﬁr, my 20679

Name daccy 2 2D e /o »
Address _2]/0¢ 4¢( fochion Zea./
City/Zip K—aelfﬁe.f;éw7 20809

Name Wgy Coen IL’v
Address £ ol Hhearoe Stee £
City/Zip _Hacbeile nd 20550

Name LpShon ECL. [ac
Address _S 110 olne « Lo ytoasyile 2./

City/Zip Alne, md Zo832

Name dimmy © Deiskel  ET £
Address 21030 m.racle D

City/2ip _Fouthership 2d 20677

Name _Rruice o (s chbhnl=z.

Address 2c2.2) Loerel Hei( [\Jkﬁ__

City/Zip __Ceanaatowwn . 20527
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUBJECT PROPERTY

Fertile Meadows
9000 Brink Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland

e - 3 . , R

Front View of Historic bwelling

Front View of Garage With Storage Area




PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUBJECT PROPERTY

Fertile Meadows
9000 Brink Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland

South View Across Lot 2
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