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MEMORANDUM

TO: Robert Hubbard, Acting Chief
Division of Development Services and Regulation
Department of Environmental Protection

FROM: Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation Coordinator
Design, Zoning, and Preservation Division
M-NCPPC

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit

DATE: A&& ~f no 4-

The  Montgomery Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the
attached application for a Historic Area Work Permit. The appli-
cation was:

Approved Denied.

Approved with Conditions:
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The Building Permit for this project should be issued conditional
upon adherance to the approved Historic Area'Work Permit.

Applicant: ij ~(%, c-nag , ~ • ~ ~_k

Address:  ha
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MEMORANDUM

CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760

TO: Historic Area Work Permit Applicants

FROM: Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation Coordinator
Design, Zoning, and Preservation Division
M-NCPPC

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit Application - Approval of
Application/ Release of Other Required Permits

DATE:

Enclosed is a copy of your Historic Area Work Permit application,
approved by the Historic Preservation Commission at its recent
meeting, and a memorandum stating conditions (if any) of approv-
al.

You may now apply for a county building permit from the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection (DEP), at 250 Hungerford Drive,
Second Floor, in Rockville. Please note that although your work
has been approved by the Historic Preservation Commission, it
must also be approved by DEP before work can begin.

When you file for your building permit at DEP, you must take with
you the enclosed forms, as well as the Historic Area Work Permit
that will be mailed to you directly from DEP. These forms are
proof that the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed your
project. For further information about filing procedures or
materials, please call DEP at 217-6370.

If your project changes in any way from the approved plans,
either before you apply for your building permit or even after
the work has begun, please contact the Historic Preservation
Commission staff at 495-4570.

Thank you very much for your patience and good luck with your
project!



Historic Preservation Commission

51 Monroe Street, Suite 1001, Rockville, Maryland 20850

217-3625

APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT
TAX ACCOUNT #

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER TELEPHONE NO. 32 
573— 

I5 p

C0 ,Cu_r l~° (Contract/12-wehaser) L' nri 

c~'~`~)'6&y

~+c rr rcn (Include Area Code) ,

AD D R ESS ~/~'~*, n--14 i$6! y 44 '_1VPMyCt -9 ;iR ti't~
C ITV STATE 21P

CONTRACTOR + 'fE'' Q~ TELEPHONE N0.

CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER 1,0579

PLANS PREPARED BYf°"  TELEPHONE N0.

(Include Area Code)'

REGISTRATION NUMBER

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE 
^~

House Number dl Street 1~✓<<n'

Town/City +~~'~ Election District /

Nearest Cross Street n~1~ r7

Lot Block _ Subdivision~~~+~~~

Liber 2~v Folio Parcel

1A. TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION: (circle one) Circle One: A/C Slab Room Addition

Construct Extend/Add Alter/Renovate Repair Porch Beck Fireplace Shed Solar Woodburning Stove

Wrec /'Raze Move Install Revocable Revision Fence/Wall (complete Section 4) Other

1B. CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATE $ d am '

1C. IF THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT*

10. INDICATE NAME OF ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY A
1E. IS THIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE? VC---

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS

2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 2B. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY i

01 ( I WSSC 02 (?►; Septic 01 ( 1 WSSC 02 (~e) Well

03 ( I Other 03 ( 1 Other

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL

4A. HEIGHT feet inches

4B. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations:

1. On party line/Property line
2. Entirely on land of owner

3. On public right of way/easement (Revocable Letter Required).
1

I hereby certify that I have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with

plans approved by all agencies listed and I hereby ackpowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

(2'~~4.11 /
Signature of owner or authorized agent'_(aidf must have signature notarized on back) i Date
• N N N K N K K N N K K K K N K N K K K Y K K K K K M K K K K N K K K N N N N K N N N N N K K N K K K K M M K## K K## N N## N K K K K K# K K K K K N K N K N N N K K K K K M K K N

APPROVED `'t., ` + "'' P ' For Chairperson, Historic Preservation Commission
1

DISAPPROVED 

/ 

Signature Date

{
APPLICATION/PERMIT N0: I F ~ ~ 1 o< FILING FEE:$
DATE FILED: PERMIT FEE: $
DATE ISSUED: BALANCE$
OWNERSHIP CODE: RECEIPT NO: FEE WAIVED:

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS
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SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS

PROPERTY: 9000 Brink Road; Lot 8, Fertile Meadows Subdivision,
per Plat Book 171 at Plat 19214

1.~

OWNERS: Charles Small, Jr.
(301) 253-1012

Chris Leonard
(301) 330-8982

Submitted: March 1, 1994



9000 Brink Road/G Small G Leonard •
Page One

ATTACHMENT is Written Description of Project

1a

Fertile Meadows is an excellent example of a late 18th century farm
house. The property is associated with the,Riggs familyl prominent in
Montgome County history.

In 1543 Benjamin Wallingford was granted the land upon which Fertile
Meadows now sitsl calling it "Benjamin's Square". Some years later the
land was resurveyed and a mill was built where the road from Laytonsville
to Clarksburg crosses Goshen Braach q providing the nearby town with its
name, Goshen Mills. Joshua Pigman came into possession of a part of the
Resurvey on Benjamin Square and it is believed that he built the Fertile
Meadows house on the hill overlooking the mill sometime before 1792. In
that year he sold the lands and improvements, and the house passed throe
several owners before being purchased by George Washington Riggs in 1819.

George Riggs was a self-made man. He started out as a silversmith i
Georgetown and soon had a thriving business. In 1820 the year after he
purchased Fertile Meadows t he had a license to be a storekeeper in Mont-
gomery Countyq and eventually he, moved to Baltimore where he became an
exporter in the lucrative tobadco'trade. He purchased several other larg
expensive tracts of land in the county.

5everai other parties owned Fertile Meadows before the Counselmansbought it in 1934. Lee Counselman had been a finance exert in Detroit a.has Jelped organize several auto firms  Mrs. Counselman had been a fashic.mo a 
Fertile Meadows in 1934 had been spared the threat of "modernizationand the Counselma su cessfully retained its primitive atmosphere whilemaking the house Uvable•
The name "Fertile Meadows" came from a•small tract which -lade uppart of the original farm.

The house is a one-and-one-half story structuret'the west end of which
is frame; the east end is brick on the first floor and frame above. At the
east and is a one-story brick chimney with a free-standing stack. The
frame section has an internal chimney where it adjoins the brick wing, and
an external one-story chimney on the west end, with a narrow s free-standing
stack. The frame section is five bays with a central doorway and a four-
light transom, The windows are nine-over-nine double hung sash. The steep
"A" roof _is broken by three dormer windows on the main facade. The
sheathing is clapboard and the cornice boxed with an ogee bed molding. On
the gable sides q there is a fascia with a wide bead.

The brick section has a two-bay facade and is a half level lower than
the main house. The east bay was a door but has been altered into a window
There is one dormer on the north slope of the roof6

In plans the brick wing is one room with a corner boxed staircase. Th,
mantel has been removed. The second floor has been divided.into several
rooms; all have simple detailing&

The main house has a central hall with flanking parlors. The east
room is divided from the hall by a vertically beaded board partition along
which the staircase rises. The boarding continues around the east room as
wainscotting. The fireplace has a jack arch over the opening; a molding
surrounds the opening and hbovp is a shelf with a bed molding. To the
north of the fireplace is an 9Pen cupboard with butterfly shelves and an
enclosed cupboard.

The west room has a plaster partition wall. The room is plastered,
with a chair rail. The fireplace has a wood surround with a molding
around the outside edge. The frieze is plain; the shelf has a deep bed
molding above a row of fretwork. The corner posts and plates -are exposed
in this room as well as the hall and east room] the posts and plate have a
quirked bead on the exposed edge.

On the second floors there are two rooms on either side of the hall.
The partition walls are-vertical beaded boards. The east room has a small
fireplace; the west room none. The door to the west room is six panelled
and the walls plastered• The east room has a door of three beaded boards.
The mantel shelf is - attached to the wall. The chair rail is a double
beaded board with an astragal in the center. The door frames are moldings
applied to the partition walls.

Doors throughout the house have six raised panels and iron hardware.
Hinges are rat-tail in the main roomsl H or HL for the secondary rooms and
strap on the exterior doorsa The floors are wide boards.

The wing to the south was added by the previous owners, Mr. Mrs. counselman.
Near''the house is a small log smokehouse with an external brick

smokestack. The gable ends have horizontal.weatherboarding.



91100 Brink Road/C. Smal& C. Leonard
Page Two

1% 1 1.61 / •

Description:

• Replace deteriorated exterior wood and siding with like kind.

• Replace deteriorated chimney on far right of house to meet inspection standards.
(An inspection revealed this structure does not meet fire safety standards.)

• Replace broken and missing windows and deteriorated window boards with like
kind.

• Replace window shutters with like kind, wooden shutters. Currently, some
shutters are missing and those remaining are in poor repair.

• Replace deteriorated gutters with like kind.

• Replace missing doors with wooden doors in keeping with the historic nature of
the house. Currently temporary doors and boarding are in place for security
purposes.

• Replace current roof with cedar shake roofing to restore it to its original state of
existence.

• Extend the roof line on the backside of the house (interior of "L" shape) in order
to connect previous additions, improving the continuity and flow, both of the
home's exterior and interior. The proposed addition is.a two story, 12W x 20L
foot extension which would allow accessibility to areas of the house on the first
and second floor and accommodate a half bath on the first floor and a full bath
on the second floor. Currently there is no bath on the first floor and no bath
designated for the two bedrooms located on the second floor. (See drawings.)

• Extend backside roof line between two existing dormer windows located on the
second floor to add continuity with the proposed extension.

• Rebuild smokehouse as closely as possible to its original structure.

• Replace barn windows and boards.

Impact:

The proposed project does not affect the frontage or facade of the property. Therefore,
the only impact on the site will be a cosmetic improvement of its appearance. As the
attached drawings show, it is our goal to restore this property to its most optimum state,
while improving the continuity and flow of the home. Previous additions currently
restrict accessibility to many areas, limiting its liveability.



9000 Brink Road/C. Small If G Leonard
Page Three

ATTACHMENT 2: Statement of project intent .

11.1 / 1 11 1 1)11 1

We are proposing a 12' x 20' addition, two stories in height, to be tucked
into the rear corner between the main house and rear wing and expansion of
the dormers adjoining the addition area.

Proposed design of addition will not extend above existing roof lines.

Addition will blend with existing house in materials and details. Addition

will only be visible from rear of property and will not overwhelm the mass
of the structure.

J

1 ~1IM M. 11 1 / / 

The size of the structure will only be increased by 15 percent to accommodate a 12 x 20
addition.

All work to be completed on the front facade of the property is cosmetic in nature and
will not alter existing resources, with the exception of the cedar shake roof which will
restore the roof to its original appearance.

The project will not be visible from the front of the existing structure.

The addition is designed to increase the continuity of the home and will
resolve the problem with bathroom usage.

MThe way in which the 1 1 1.1 1 / 1 1- 1 1111 1 1 / h l

11 1ts of theOrdinance (Chapter

The proposed work conforms to all related requirements of the Ordinance.



9000 Brink Road/C. SmallC. Uoaard .
Page Four 4
AITACIiMENT3: hvJeaPbo see site plan) Page 5A of drawings.

ATTACHMENT 4: TM SMq

There are no trees withia the project area

ATTACHMENT 5: FeatuM (see draw np) Pages 5B, 5C & 5D

A1TAC 6: F*CA" (6" drawings) Pages 5E & 5F

ATTAC31NIM 7: blsterla4 SpaMeation (for addition and roof)

Wood clapboard siding
Stone veneer on foundation
Half -.round O.G. type aluminium gutters
Wooden true divided light windows.and door.
Roofing material.to be cedar shakes
Wood facias, soffits, corner boards and crown molding



9€100 Brink Road/C. Small C. Leonard •
Page Five

ATTACHMENT 8: Photos of Resources (see photos)

ATTACHMENT 9: Photos of Context (see photos)

A7TACIDdENT 10: Addresses of Adjacent Property Owners

Robert R. & C.A.S. Michael
8921 Brink Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20882
(Lot 3, Blk T, Goshen Estates)

Mark Moholt
8908 Brink Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20882
(Lot 6, Fertile Meadows)

Springbrook At'Fertile Meadows
15950 Derwood Road
Rockville, Maryland 20855
(8920 Brink Road, Lot 7, Fertile Meadows)
(9010 Brink Road, Lot 9, Fertile Meadows)

William R. Gorman Jr.
15901 Green Meadow Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20879
(All remaining lots in Fertile Meadows)



9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertile Meadows •
C..Small/C. Leonard



9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertile Meadows
C. $mall/_C. Leonard • 0



9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertile Meadows
C.'.Sma11IC. Leonard • •



9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertile Meadows

• C. Small/C. Leonard •
•



9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertile Meadows
C.-Small/C. Leonard •
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9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertile Meadows •
.C. Small/C. Leonard •



9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertile Meadows
C. Small/C. Leonard • •



9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertile Meows
C.. Small/,'.. Leonard •



~ C,'uk4- W. SmuP,Q-, J-c .
Rae Ma,~.
P0. W ~&
u,jnaaaZ 1 MD. 2GNZ

@ GW~4 0

3362 N. ~ 

"i07,\-) VA-
Zz2o1

Robert R. & C.A.S. Michael
8921 Brink Road

~J Gaithersburg, Maryland 20882
(Lot 3, Blk T, Goshen Estates)

Mark Moholt
8908 Brink Road

U Gaithersburg, Maryland 20882
(Lot 6, Fertile Meadows)

Springbrook At--Fertile Meadows 
(~✓Ii

15950 Derwood Road
Cj Rockville, Maryland 20855

(8920 Brink Road,-Lot 7, Fertile Meadows)
(9010 Brink Road, Lot 9, Fertile Meadows)

William R. Gorman Jr.

~J 
15901 Green Meadow Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20879
(All remaining lots in Fertile Meadows)



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 9000 Brink Road

Resource: Fertile Meadows
(Master Plan Site #14/59)

Case Number: 14/59-94A

Public Notice: 03/09/93

Applicant: Charles W. Small, Jr.
& Chris Leonard

PROPOSAL: Bathroom Addition/Repair/
Rebuild smokehouse

Meeting Date: 03/23/94

HAWP:Alterations/Addition

Tax Credit: Yes/Partial

Report Date: 03/16/94

Staff: Patricia Parker

RECOMMEND:Approval w/
condition(s)

This application follows a preliminary consultation before
the Commission on February 23, 1994 on a proposal to build a two
story 12' by 20' rear addition, rebuild the smokehouse, build a
picket fence around the cemetery and replace missing features on
Master Plan Site #14/59, Fertile Meadows (copy attached). This
work is proposed as part of the applicants' intent to fully
restore the 1790's frame and brick farmhouse and use the property
as a residence.

Fertile Meadows, a property formerly associated with the
Riggs family, contains 3.3 acres including a corncrib/barn, meat
house and family cemetery. It was just recently purchased by its
present owners, Charles W. Small, Jr. and Chris Leonard.

At the preliminary consultation, Commissioners recommended
that the applicants provide more detailed drawings in order that
the HPC could carefully review the proposal to add a two story
addition at the rear of the property. Commissioners felt a two-
story addition is possible; but it should occur below the exist-
ing roofline with minimal alteration to the rear facade.

The Commissioners felt they could not approve anew dormer
on the front facade, as this would be a historically undocumented
change to a Master Plan Site. They also felt that existing
windows should be repaired; not replaced. The Commissioners would
require a fence to be installed - to mark and preserve the
existing cemetery. The roofing material may be cedar shakes
rather than metal. Many of the other proposed improvements were
of a nature that a HAWP would not be required. The applicants
were informed that they did not need an approved HAWP to perform
ordinary maintenance or to replace existing historic fabric with
exactly matching materials.



At an earlier meeting on July 7, 1993, the HPC discussed a
subdivision proposal involving Fertile Meadows and forwarded
certain recommendations to the Planning Board to provide protec-
tion for the property (copy attached).

STAFF DISCUSSIONLBACKGROUND

Staff feels that this application should be approved. Staff
applauds the applicants on their proposal to both restore the
property and place it in immediate residential use. The appli-
cants have expressed a desire to restore the property with care
and attention deserving of a Master Plan Site. Staff feels that
the overall concept of the addition and alterations are consis-
tent with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabili-
tation. Therefore, the focus of the discussion of this applica-
tion shall be with attention to detail.

The applicants propose a 12' x 20' rear block addition of
wood clapboard to match the main house, two stories in height, to
be tucked into the rear ell between the main house and wing. The
proposed addition would be to ease existing difficult circulation
patterns. The house presently has only one bath on the second
floor. First floor guests must go through the dining room and
kitchen and up the back stair to get to the bath. The drawings
indicate the proposed use of half-round ogee type aluminum
gutters, 3" round aluminum downspouts, wood clapboard siding and
wood windows with 6/6 true divided light.

The proposal further includes a change in ceiling height in
the master bedroom at the second level effected through combining
and expanding two existing dormers on the rear elevation. Staff
feels that the addition which occurs below the ridge of the main
block and is continuous across the area enclosing the master
bedroom is approvable. The drawing is a bit confusing - possibly
because there is no valley indicated to show the area involving
the changed dormers as an ell extension confined to the second
floor of the two story addition. The applicants propose change to
the dormers as a solution for a very low ceiling height in the
master bedroom. The dormers would be clad in wood clapboard
siding (matching the siding of the main block) with wood windows
6/6 true divided light.

The applicants indicate in the proposal the intent to match
new windows in the addition with the existing windows. However,
staff feels that it is important for the applicants to submit a
manufacturer's sample of the proposed windows. Staff can then
determine whether the windows are identical in size, configura-
tion and muntin profile.

Likewise, staff feels that the proposal to replace any other
windows in the structure requires submission of specifications
and a manufacturer's sample. Repair of existing fabric is prefer-
able; rather than replacement. Staff needs to know, window-by-
window, what the applicants propose for alteration. Staff sug-



gests that the applicants submit a plan to include a window
schedule with each window numbered. The window schedule would
list the proposed treatment keyed to the drawings.

The proposal indicates that the applicants intend to replace
the barn windows. Repair of the windows should be attempted
first. If the windows can not be repaired; then replacement may
be necessary. Again, the applicants should submit specifications
and a manufacturer's sample to determine compatibility.

The applicants have included in their application replace-
ment of existing historic fabric with like kind materials, i.e.
exterior wood and wood siding, wood window jambs, wood window
shutters, ogee aluminum gutters, missing wood doors and barn
boards. The applicants do not need an approved HAWP to replace
the materials with exactly matching materials. Much of this work
falls under ordinary maintenance. Staff is however pleased that
the applicants have chosen to include a full report of all work
proposed for the historic property.

As a note of caution, staff would recommend that the appli-
cants confine the replacement of exterior wood and wood siding to
only those boards that are beyond repair for both the main house
and the barn.

The HPC discussed the change in existing roofing material
with the applicants at the preliminary consultation. HPC Commis-
sioners generally agreed that the house when built probably had a
cedar shake roof; and not the corrugated metal roofing it has at
present. Therefore the applicants' proposal to install a cedar
shake roof can be approved.

The applicants propose rebuilding the masonry chimney at the
end of the living room to conform to present building code
requirements. Standard brick is proposed. Staff feels that the
rebuilding of the chimney to the same height, cap design and
built to match the other chimneys can be approved.

Staff feels that the 12' x 12' smokehouse can be rebuilt
using photographic documentation and re-using any logs in good
condition. In fact, some of the remaining logs may help to
determine the building technique used to build the smokehouse
at that time.

The proposed project does not indicate any grade changes or
removal of live trees. The proposal does include a fence to
enclose, mark and preserve the cemetery. Other than the rebuild-
ing of the chimney and re-roofing, all change is confined to the
rear of the property.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff feels that the proposed project does not affect the
principal facade of Fertile Meadows. Staff feels that the appli-



0 .0

cants have kept the proposed addition small and that it does not
negatively impact on the historic site. Further, that there are
no trees or landscape specimens involved in the proposal. There-
fore, with the following conditions, staff recommends that the
Commission find the proposal consistent with the purposes of
Chapter 24A-8(b)l:

The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior
features of an historic site, or historic resource within an
historic district;

and with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabili-
tation #1, #2, #3, #6, #9 and #10:

A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be
. placed in a new use that requires minimal change to the
defining characteristics of the building and its site and
environment;

The historic character of a property shall be retained and
preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration
of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be
avoided;

Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of
its time, place, and use. Changes that create a false sense
of historic development, such as adding conjectural features
or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be
undertaken;

Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than
replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires
replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall
match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual
qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of
missing features shall be substantiated by documentary,
physical, or pictorial evidence;

New additions, exterior alterations, or related new con
struction shall not destroy historic materials that charac-
terize the property. The new work shall be differentiated
from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size,
scale, and architectureal features to protect the historic
integrity of the property and its environment; and

New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall
be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the fu-
ture, the essential form and integrity of the historic
property and its environment would be unimpaired;

and with the following condition(s):

1. The applicants should first attempt repair of the window
jambs and window units. If windows and/or framing in any of the



structures are beyond repair, the applicant should submit speci-
fications and actual manufacturer's window samples prior to
approval of the application.

2. The applicants shall submit a window schedule indicating
the proposed treatment for each window for all structures. This
schedule should be keyed to the drawings.

3. The applicants shall attempt to first repair historic
fabric — replacing only the clapboard and other siding that is
beyond repair.
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Historic Preservation Commission

51 Monroe Street, Suitii 1001, Rockville, Maryland 20850

217-3625

APPLICATION-FOR 
HISTORIC AREA-WORK-PERMIT- - - --
TAX ACCOUNT-# 

_..._..._y._.

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER ~t~~ - ~~ TELEPHONE N0. 21-12-53- I5~q

9-~'?PrICs>r~reei~Purehese0 n k r, c /ez (InSlude Area Code)

ADDRESS /%u"/151F Po/~C T~t/ho.SCuS /7rL(. /'1 tdL •c4tT /eC

/ UTY STATE ZIP

CONTRACTOR JC**—"+l~~~ "`~~`~n TELEPHONE N0. ~~- 9s3-aµ70
C • NTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER

PLANS PREPARED BY e S ICC< TELEPHONE NO.S4-
__ -(Include-Area Code)

REGISTRATION NUMBER

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE

House Number—Street r~~

Town/City ~"~r~S~~q Election District /

Nearest C
Cr
ross.Street ^r~

Lot ̀ _4_ Block Subdivision

Liber Folio Parcel

1A. T E OF PERMIT ACTION: (circle one) Circle One: A/C Slab Room Additio

Construct Extend/Add Alter/Renoivate Repair Porch Deck Fireplace 'Shed Soler Woodburning Stove

Wrec aze Move Install Revocable Revision Fence/Wall (complete Section 4) 'Other

18. CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATE $d 0150

1C. IF THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT #

1D. INDICATE NAME OF ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY
IE. IS THIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE? <S

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS
2A, TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 26. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY

01 1 ) WSSC 02 X Septic 01 1 1 WSSC 02 W Well

03 1 ) Other 03 ( 1 Other

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL
4A. HEIGHT feet inches
48. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations:

1. On party line/Property line
2. Entirely on land of owner
3. On public right of way/easement (Revocable Letter Required).

I hereby certify that I have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with
plans approved by all agencies listed and I hereby a owledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

- mozc_h /, l99 f
tSignature of owner or author ed agent (ag must have signature notarized on back) Date

ww►w wwwwwwwww♦►w wwwwwww•w•wwwwwwwwwww•wwr wwwwwwww w wwwwwwwww♦ww www www wwwwwwwwwwwwww•swwwwwwwww

APPROVED For Chairperson, Historic Preservation Commission

DISAPPROVED 

c 

Signature Date

APPLICATION/PERMIT NO: -(~C~`~d3 Qd Q _ FILING FEE:$
DATE FILED: PERMIT FEE: $ i
DATE ISSUED: BALANCE$



9000 Bdak Road/G Small and G Leonard ,
Pap One • •

AZTACMAENT 1: WdUea Dendpdan of Project

U. Descrigion of existing structures and environmental settin _
in lndige their historical features and signifigaa;

Fertile Meadows is an excellent example of a late 18th century farm
house. The property is associated with the Riggs family, prominent in
Montgomery County history.

In 1743 Benjamin Wallingford was granted the land upon which Fertile
Meadows now sits, calling it "Benjamin's Square". Some years later the
land was resurveyed and a mill was built where the road from Laytonsville
to Clarksburg crosses Goshen Branch, providing the nearby town with its
name, Goshen Mills. Joshua Pigman came into possession of a part of the
Resurvey on Benjamin Square and it is believed that he built the Fertile
Meadows house on the hill 0arlocking the mill sometime before 1792. In
that year he sold the land, and improvements, and the house passed throL
several owners before being purchased by George Washington Riggs in 1819.

George Riggs was a self-made man. He started out as a silversmith i
Georgetown and soon had a thriving business. In 1820 the year after he
purchased Fertile.Meadows t he had a license to be a storekeeper in Mont-
gomery Countyq and eventually he moved to Baltimore where he became an
exporter in the lucrative tobacco trade. He purchased several other larf
expensive tracts of land in the county.

Severai other parties owned Fertile Meadows before the Counselmans
bought it in 1934• Lee Counselman had been a finance expert in Detroit a.ha ~elped organize several auto firms• Zrrs. counsel had been a fashiomo a 

Fertile Meadows in 1934 had been spared the threat of "modernizationand the 
Cosel1 

su cessfully retained its primitive atmosphere whilemaking theuRouse vable•
The name "Fertile Meadows" came from a-small tract which 'lade uppart of the original farm•

The house is a one-and-one-half story structure,*the west end of which
is frame; the east end is brick on the first floor and frame above. At the
east and is a one-story brick chimney with a free-standing stack. The
frame section has an internal chimney where it adoins the brick wing, and
an external one-story chimney on the west end, with a narrow, free-standing
stack. The frame section is five bays with a central doorway and a four-
light transom. Tnie windows are nine-over-nine double hung sash. The steep
"A" roof is broken by three dormer windows on the main facade. The
sheathing is clapboard and the cornice boxed with an ogee bed molding. On
the gable sides, there is a fascia with a wide bead.

The brick section has a two-bay facade and is a half level lower than
the main house. The east bay was a door but has been altered into a window
There is one dormer on the north slope of the roof.

In plan, the brick wing is one room with a corner boxed staircase. Thy
mantel has been removed. The second floor has been divided into several
rooms; all have simple detailing•

The main house has a central hall with flanking parlors. The east
room is divided from the hall by a vertically beaded board partition along
which the staircase rises• The boarding continues around the east room as
wainscotting. The fireplace has a jack arch over the opening; a molding
surrounds the opening and hbovo is a shelf with a bed molding. To the
north of the fireplace is an 9Pen cupboard with butterfly shelves and an
enclosed cupboards

The west room has a plaster partition wall. The room is plastered,
with a chair rail. The fireplace has a wood surround with a molding
around the outside edge. The frieze is plain; the shelf has a deep bed
molding above a row of fretwork. The corner posts and plates -are exposed
in this room as well as the hall and east room; the posts and plate have a
quirked bead on the exposed edge.

On the second floor, there are two rooms on either side of the hall.
The partition walls are-vertical beaded boards. The east room has a small
fireplace; the west room none• The door to the west room is six panelled
and the walls plastered• The east room has a door of three beaded boards.
The mantel shelf is - attached to the well. The chair rail is a double
beaded board with an astragal in the center. The door frames are moldings
applied to the partition walls.

Doors throughout the house have six raised panels and iron hardware.
Hinges are rat-tail in the maim rooms, H or HL for the secondary rooms and



9000 Brink Ro Small and G Leonard •
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Page Two

Descdoion•

• Replace deteriorated exterior wood and siding with like kind.

• ✓replace deteriorated chimney on far right of house to meet inspection standards.
(An inspection revealed this structure does not meet fire safety standards.)

• 

v lkeplace broken and missing windows and deteriorated window boards with like
kind.

• ,/Replace window shutters with like kind, wooden shutters. Currently, some
shutters are missing and those remaining are in poor repair.

• r/Replace deteriorated gutters with like kind.

• Replace missing doors with wooden doors in keeping with the historic nature of
the house. Currently temporary doors and boarding are in place for security

purpow-1- "

• ✓leplace current roof with cedar shake roofing to restore it to its original state of
existence.

• "Extend the roof line on the backside of the house (interior of "V shape) in order
to connect previous additions, improving the continuity and flow both of the
home's exterior and interior. The proposed addition is. a two story, 12W x 20L
foot extension which would allow accessibility to areas of the house on the first
and second floor and accommodate a half bath on the first floor and a full bath
on the second floor. Currently there is no bath on the first floor and no bath
designated for the two bedrooms located on the second floor. (See drawings.)

• -'Extend backside roof line between two existing dormer windows located on the
second floor to add continuity with the proposed extension.

• --Rebuild smokehouse as closely as possible to its original structure.

• ✓Replace barn windows and boards.

The proposed project does not affect the frontage or facade of the property. Therefore,
the only impact on the site will be a cosmetic improvement of its appearance. As the
attached drawings show, it is our goal to restore this property to its most optimum state,
while improving the continuity and flow of the home. Previous additions currently
restrict accessibility to many areas, limiting its liveability.

WO
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Page Three

ATTACHMENT 2: Statement of project intent

2a.

We are proposing a 12' x 20' addition, two stories in height, to be tucked

into the rear corner between the main house and rear wing and expansion of

the dormers adjoining the addition area.

Proposed design of addition will not extend above existing roof lines.

Addition will blend with existing house in,materials and details. Addition

will only be visible from rear of property and will not overwhelm the mass
of the structure.

2b. The relationship of the de_siga to the existing resources:

The size of the structure will only be increased by 15 percent to accommodate a 12 x 20
addition.

All work to be completed on the front facade of the property is cosmetic in nature and
will not alter existing resources, with the exception of the cedar shake roof which will
restore the roof to its original appearance.

The project will not be visible from the front of the existing structure:

The addition is designed to increase the continuity of the home and will
resolve the problem with bathroom usage.

2c. The w y in which the propgsed work conforms to the specific
Leauirements of the Ordinance (Chanter 24)

The proposed work conforms to all related requirements of the Ordinance.



9000 Brink Ro* S=U and C. Leonard •
Page Four

ATTAC 94ENT 3: PMjed Plan jsee site plan) Page 5A of drawings.

ATTACHMENT 4: Tree Sway

There are no trees within the project area

ATTACHMENT 5: Desiga Features (see drawings) Pages 5B, 5c & 5D

ATTACTBNENT 6: Facades (see drawings) Pages 5E & 5F

ATTACHMENT 7: Materials SpeclftationS (for addition and roof)

Wood clapboard siding
Stone veneer on foundation
Half round O.G. type aluminium gutters
Wooden true divided light windows and door
Roofing material to be cedar shakes
Wood facias, soffits, corner boards and crown molding



9000 Brink Roa4& Small and C. Uouard •
Page Five

ATPACM49M 8: Photos of Resources (see photos)

ATTACH IRNT 9: Photos of Context (see photos)

AWACEENT 10: Addresses of Adjacent Property Owners

Robert R. & C.A.S. Michael
8921 Brink Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20882
(Lot 3, Blk T, Goshen Estates)

Mark Moholt
8908 Brink Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20882
(Lot 6, Fertile Meadows)

Springbrook At' "Fertile Meadows
15950 Derwood Road
Rockville, Maryland 20855
(8920 Brink Road, Lot 7, Fertile Meadows)
(9010 Brink Road, Lot 9, Fertile Meadows)

William R. Gorman Jr.
15901 Green Meadow Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20879
(All remaining lots in Fertile Meadows)

C~
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SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS

PROPERTY: 9000 Brink Road; Lot 8, Fertile Meadows Subdivision,
per Plat Book 171 at Plat 19214

y ~

OWNERS: Charles Small, Jr.
(301) 253-1012

Chris Leonard
(301) 330-8982

Submitted: March 1, 1994



9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertile Meadows
C: Small/C. Leonard •
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9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 File Meadows
.Y .c,•.a4;:.,x~,q;}~. C. Small/C. Leonard

RIGHT SIDE ELEVATION

0



9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertile Meadows •
C.-Sma11fC. Leonard

.~; .y ..a, : •.;;p~,tib.S!~,..: yr

VIEW OF PROPOSED ADDITION AREA

C~]



9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertile Meadows

C. Small/C. Leonard •
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9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertile Meadows

C. Small/C. Leonard U

VIEW FROM LOT 9

CJ
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C. Small/C. Leonard •
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VIEW OF PUBLIC ACCESS

VIEW FROM REAR
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{ C. -Small/C. Leonard
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 9000 Brink Road

Resource: Fertile Meadows
(Master Plan Site #14/59)

Case Number: N/A

Public.Notice: 02/09/93

Applicant: Charles W. Small, Jr.
& Chris Leonard

PROPOSAL: Addition/Alterations/
Rebuild smokehouse

Meeting Date: 02/23/94

Preliminary Consultation

Tax Credit: Yes/Partial

Report Date: 02/16/94

Staff: Patricia Parker

RECOMMEND:Further study

This application is to obtain the Commission's recommenda-
tions on 1) the full restoration of Fertile Meadows (Master Plan
Site #14/59); 2) a new rear ell-shaped addition; 3) the addition
of a dormer window on the front facade; 4) a proposal for new
landscaping; and 5) the rebuilding of a seriously neglected out-
building - the smokehouse - to its earlier condition.

Fertile Meadows was just recently purchased by Charles
Small, Jr. and Chris Leonard. It is a 1790 frame and brick house,
formerly associated with the Riggs family. The property, of 3.3
acres includes a corncrib/barn, meat house and family cemetery.

The HPC discussed a subdivision proposal involving this
Master Plan site on July 7, 1993 (copy attached). At that meet-
ing, the HPC forwarded recommendations to the Planning Board to
approve the subdivision proposal but with certain protections for
Fertile Meadows. The HPC recommended that the subdivision propos-
al address the following concerns: 1) the environmental setting
be enlarged to 3.3 acres for the main house and outbuildings; 2)
protection of the vista of the main house through the creation of
a building restriction line on an adjacent lot #3 3) protection
of as many cedars as possible along the frontage of the property
and the addition of cedars at the entrance to the driveway; 4)
monitor the design of the new house adjacent to the property on
Lot #1; and most importantly, post and protect all openings for
the house and barn.

The applicants now seek the Commission's input on ways to
protect and enhance the historicity of the property.

Q
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STAFF DISCUSSION

Staff applauds the applicants for their immediate attention
to the restoration of Fertile Meadows and its appurtenances. The
applicants have listed various suggested improvements to the
property. Staff considers many to fall under the category of
ordinary maintenance. The applicants do not need an approved HAWP
to replace roofs, gutters, trim, lights and exterior doors and
windows with exactly matching materials. Nor does the applicant
need an approved HAWP for ordinary maintenance.

However, other parts of the proposal do fall within the
purview of this Commission's approval. They are:

One - Proposed addition and new dormer: The applicants
intend to submit an HAWP for this property, with carefully
prepared and detailed drawings to show the addition. However, for
discussion purposes, the applicants want the Commission to inform
them of parameters that should be considered in the building of
an addition to the historic property.

Staff feels that a rear ell-shaped addition is possible for
this property provided that the size and mass of the addition is
appropriate. Another issue will be the evaluation of the proposed
connection of new construction to the old. New work should be
differentiated from the old.

The applicants submitted an outline showing the footprint of
the structure including the proposed 22' wide by 12' deep two-
story addition and the proposed dormer expansion. Note: Staff is
very concerned about the applicants' proposal to construct a 

two-

story addition. Staff feels that any new addition should be below
the existing roofline - even though this addition is completely
to the rear of the property.

Staff feels that the applicants should submit interior floor
plans and full elevations of all building facades. These drawings
should differentiate work proposed from the existing. Staff is
reticent to recommend approval of the addition without this
information.

Windows in the proposed addition should have a configuration
similar to the existing structure. Materials should match the
existing as closely as possible.

Two —Removal of a dead tree: The applicants must provide a
letter from an arborist certifying that the tree is dead. If that
information is provided, it will not be necessary for the Commis-
sion to review,the proposal.

Three - Replacement of windows: The proposal to replace
windows in a structure of this period requires close scrutiny.
The proposed window unit must be the same in configuration and
muntin profile and thickness. Windows should be wood double-hung

Cb:



of true divided light set in wood framing. The configuration of
the windows must be the same as the existing, in most cases, 9/9.
They must be exactly the same as the 1790's windows.

The applicants propose to replace windows and openings with
in-kind materials. Staff will-require a sample window from the
manufacturer for approval. Staff has included an ACHS Summary
Form for description.

Four - New roofing: Staff feels that the roof may have been
cedar shake. Staff will require the applicants to provide docu-
mentation—If such documentation is not available, then we
encourage the owners to provide metal roofing. Staff reminds the
applicants that tax credits are available for approved restora-
tion efforts.

Five - Rebuilding the smokehouse: Staff is pleased to see
within this proposal that the applicants have chosen to rebuild
the smokehouse. The applicants have indicated their desire to
find the appropriate species and proper sizes of logs to rebuild
the structure. They have also researched log construction tech-
niques. Staff is not certain whether the applicants intend to
hire construction professionals or take on the task themselves.

Six - Landscaping proposals - The applicants should submit a
landscaping plan, with schedules so that staff can evaluate any
proposals for new plantings.

The applicants propose to replace missing boards and windows
in the barn structure. Applicants have indicated to staff that
they intend to replace in-kind. Therefore, no HAWP will be
necessary to address this issue.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

In the staff's judgement, the majority of the proposal is
not problematic. Much of the proposal includes work for which no
HAWP will be necessary. However, staff feels the proposal de-
scribing the two-story addition and the addition of a dormer
window on the front facade requires further study. The staff
would be pleased to review detailed plans and elevations with
material specifications for these two projects.

Secondly, staff must be provided with a sample window unit
from the manufacturer for approval of the proposal to replace the
1790's windows.

0



January 24, 1994

Ms. Patricia Parker
Design Zoning and Preservation
8,787 Georgia Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Parker:

This letter is written to request a preliminary hearing on February 9, 1994, for the restoration
and renovation of the property located at 9000 Brink Road. The property is recorded as Lot 8

l in the subdivision known as Fertile Meadows as per Plat Book 171 at Plat 19214.

1 As the attached proposed restoration/renovation activities and drawings show, it is our goal to
restore this property to its most optimum state, while improving its continuity and flow.
Previous additions currently restrict accessibility to many areas, limiting its liveability.

r Thank you for your consideration in this matter. Please let us know if you have any
recommendations or need more information.

Sincerely,

Charles Small, Jr.
(301) 253-1012

Chris Leonard
(301) 330-8982

Attachments

D



Proposed Restoration/Renovation Activities

Property: 9000 Brink Road; Lot 8, Fertile Meadows Subdivision, per, P1at.Book 171 at
Plat 19214

• Immediately remove a dead tree which is currently a hazard due to its proximity to the
front of the house.

• Replace deteriorated exterior wood and siding with like kind.

• Replace deteriorated chimney on far right of house to meet inspection standards. -
(All chimneys were inspected, and this particular one was the only one that did not
meet fire safety standards.)

• Replace windows and window boards with like kind. Several window are, broken and
the wood is deteriorated in many areas. Replacement windows, while similar in..
appearance the original windows, will provide improved insulation in the interest of
energy conservation.

• Replace window shutters with like kind, wooden shutters. Currently, some shutters are
missing and those remaining are in poor repair.

• Replace deteriorated gutters with like kind.

• Replace missing doors with wooden doors in keeping with the historic nature of the
house. Currently temporary doors and boarding are in place for security purposes.

• Replace current roof with historic-type cedar shake roofing. We have been told that
this particular home had a cedar shake roof at one time. The current tin roof is in
need of repair, and we feel as though a cedar shake roof would add greatly to the
preservation of the home to its most attractive state of existence.

• Extend the roof line on the backside of the house (interior of "L" shape) in order to
connect previous additions, improving the continuity and flow both of the home's
exterior and interior. The proposed addition is a two story, 12W x 22L foot extension
which would allow accessibility to areas of the house on the fast and second floor and
accommodate a half bath on the first floor and a full bath on the second floor.
Currently there is no .bath on the first floor and no bath designated for the two
bedrooms located. on the second floor. (See drawing.)

Extend backside roof line between two existing dormer windows located on the second
floor to add continuity with the proposed extension. (See drawing.)
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x Name:

ACHS SMARY FORM

Fertile 
MeadowC.

2. Planning Area/Site Number:

4. Address: 9000 Brink Rd.
Laytonsville, Md.

5. Classification Summary ,
Category building

14/59

Ownership private
Public Acquisition N/A_
Status occupied
Accessible no
Present use private residence

3. M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: Map 8
Coordinate C-1C

Previous Survey Recording MNCPPC
Title and Date: Historic ites Invent

1976

Federal State x County x Local

6. Date: c. 1790 7. Original Owner: Joshua Pigman

8, Apparent Condition

a. excellent be altered c. original site

9. Description: The house is a 12 story structure, the west end of which is
frame; the east end is brick on the first floor and frame above. At the
end is a one-story brick chimney with a free-standing stack. The frame
tion has an internal chimney where it adjoins the brick wing, and and ext
nal one-story chimney on the west end, with a narrow, free-standing stack
The frame section is five bays with a central doorway and a four-light ti
som. The windows are nine-over-nine double-hung sash. The steep "A" roc
broken by three dormer windows on the main facade. The sheathing is clad
board and the cornice boxed with an ogee bed molding. On the gable side:
there is a fascia with a wide bead.

The brick section has a two-bay facade, and is a half level lower tr
the main house. The east bay was a door but has been altered into a wind
There is one dormer on the north slope of the roof.

Nea the muse s a small log small with an external brick smok
10. 

Ja c cane p 
a en s have or 

The Fertile Meadows is an excellent example of a later 18th century
farm house. The property is associated with the Riggs family, prominent
Montgomery County history.

In 1743 a large tract was granted to Benjamin Wallingford and before
1792 Joshua Pigman bought the land and built a house on a hill overlookir
a mill.

That year he sold the land. The house had several owners before be=
purchased by George Washington Riggs in 1819.

George Riggs was a self-made man. He started out as a silversmith
Georgetown and soon had a thriving business. In 1820, the year after he
purchased Fertile Meadows, he had a license to be a storekeeper in Montgc
County, and eventually he moved to Baltimore where he became an exporter
the lucrative tobacco trade. He purchased several other large, expensivE
tracts of land in the county.

George gave his son Remus a small farm in 1859 and in 1864 sold him
acres, including Fertile Meadows. Remus farmed the land while selling o
parcels, and in 1901 gave the remaining 60 .acres to his wife. His son GE
sold the house in 1912. It changed hands several times before being bot

by 
Lee Counselm4n a finance expert from Detroit.

11. searcrer an daze researche :Donald M. Leavitt/7/79 Mike Dwyer/A; . I

12. Compiler: Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled:.10/79 14. DesC

,T!. , _.. _ _ _ _ 
App _



.,: fDESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

,UcCELLENT —DETERIORATED _IINALTEREO MORIGMAL SITE

_GOOD —RUINS : _ l►LTEAED —MOVED DATE

_FAIR _UNEXrOSED w

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ._....._ _ _..
L

The house is a one-and-one-half story structure, the west -end of wh-
is frame; the east end-is brick on the first floor and frame above. At t
east end is a one-story brick chimney with a free-standing stack. The
frame section has an internal chimney where it adjoins the brick wing, an
an external one-story chimney on the west end, with a narrow, free-stand_
stack. The frame section is five bays with a central doorway and a four-
light transom. •_he endows are nine-over-nine double hung sash. The stE
"AI' roof is broken by three dormer windows on the main facade. The
sheathing is clapboard and the cornice boxed with.an ogee bed molding. C
the gable sides, there is a fascia with a wide bead.

The brick section has a two-bay facade and is a half level lower t-1-
the

:
the main house. The east bay was a door bU has been altered into a wine
There is one dormer on the north slope of the roof.

In plan, the brick wing is one room with a corner boxed staircase.
mantel has been removed. The second floor has been divided into several
rooms; all have simple detailing.

The main house has a central hall with flanking parlors. The east
room is divided from the hall by a vertically beaded board partition aloe
which the staircase rises. The boarding continues around the east room
wainscotting.. The fireplace has a jack arch over the opening; a molding
surrounds the opening and above is a shelf with a bed molding. To the
north of the fireplace is an open cupboard with butterfly shelves and an
enclosed cupboard.

The west room has a plaster partition wall. The room is plastered,
with a chair rail. The fireplace has a wood surround with a molding
around the outside edge. The frieze is plain; the shelf has a deep bed
molding above a row of fretwork. The corner posts and plates are exoose~
in this room as well as the hall and east room; the posts and plate have
quirked bead on the exposed edge.

On the second floor, there are two rooms on either side of the hall
The partition walls are--vertical beaded boards. The east room has a-sma.
fireplace; the west room none. The door to the west room is six panelle
and the walls plastered. The east room has a door of three beaded board.
The mantel shelf is attached to the wall. The chair rail is a double
beaded board with an astragal in the center. The door frames are molds
applied to the partition walls.

Doors throughout the house have six raised panels and iron hardware
Hinges are rat-tail in the main rooms, H or HL for the secondary rooms a
strap on the exterior doors. The floors are wide boards.

The wing to the south has been added by the present owners.
Near- the house is a small log smokehouse with an external brick

smokestack. The gable ends have horizontal.weatherboarding.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



.0 Q SIGNIFICANCE

~. PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW

_PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLUUY-PREHISTORIC

_1400-1499

_1500-1599

_1600-1699
f i+`

X1700-1799

_1800-1899

_1900-

ARCH EOLOGY-HISTORIC

-AGRICULTURE

SARCHITECTURE
_.ART

_COMMERCE

_COMMUNICATIONS

_COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION

_CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE

_ECONOMICS LITERATURE -SCULPTURE

_EDUCATION -.1MI UTARY _SOCIA L/HU MANITA R I A

_ENGINEERING --MUSIC _THEATER
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fertile Meadows is an excellent example of a late 18th century fax
house. The property is associated with the Riggs.family, prominent in
Montgomery County history.

In 1743 Benjamin Wallingford was granted the land upon which Ferti
Meadows now sits, calling it "Benjamin's Square". Some years later the
land was resurveyed and a mill was built where the road from Laytonsvil
to Clarksburg crosses Goshen Branch, providing the nearby town with its
name, Goshen Mills. Joshua Pigman came into possession of a part of th
Resurvey on Benjamin Square and it is believed that he built the Fertil
Meadows house on-the hill oyerloaking the mill sometime before 1792. I
that year he sold the land, and improvements, and the house passed thr
several owners before being purchased by George Washington Riggs in 181

George Riggs was a self-made man. He started out as a silversmith
Georgetown and soon had a thriving business. In 1820, the year after h
purchased Fertile Meadows, he had a license to be a storekeeper in Mont
gomery County, and eventually he moved to Baltimore where he became an
exporter in the lucrative tobacco trade. He purchased several other la
expensive tracts of land in the county.

He gave his son Remus a small farm in 1859,3and in 1864 sold to hi-
for $1 all 288 acres of "Goshen Farm and Mills", a parcel that included
Fertile Meadows. Although Remus owned the mills he did not run them a
instead farmed. As he grew older he sold off pieces of the land until
1901 when he gave the remaining 60 acres to his wife in consideration c
"her promise tp take care of me and provide for me for and during my
natural life" 7 After Remus' death his son George lived in the house b.
fore selling it in 1912.6

Several other parties owned Fertile Meadows before the Counselmans
bought it in 1934. Lee Counselman had been a finance expert in Detroit
ha helped organize several auto firms. Mrs. Counselman had been a lash.mo el

Fertile Meadows in 1934 had been spared the threat of "modernizati.and the Counselmans successfully retained its primitive atmosphere whilmaking the house livable.
The name "Fertile Meadows" came from a small tract which made up

Dart of the original farm.
FOOTNOTES:

1. Land Records of Montgomery County, Md., E/1671 (4/13/1792).
2. Ibid.1 V/19 (11/13/1819).

4.. Ibid., EBP 
 JTGH 

1/97, -(
29 

2/19/1864).
5.Ibid., TD 1/7/195 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

SITE: Master Plan Site #14/59
Fertile Meadows

CASE NUMBER: #1-88023

DATE:. July 7, 1993

TYPE OF REVIEW: Subdivision

PREPARED BY: Patricia Parker PROPERTY ADDRESS: 9000 Brink
Road 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

BACKGROUNDIDISCUSSION:

This subdivision plan proposes the creation of three lots of
2.3 to 4.3 acres each, including Master Plan Site #14/59, Fertile
Meadows - a historic house, appurtenances and cemetery (all on
one lot) located on the south side of Brink Road near the Goshen
Branch of the Great Seneca Creek Valley. Five lots, further to
the east and separated from the historic site by realigned Goshen
Road, were previously approved by the Planning Board and houses
are currently being constructed on the lots.

Fertile Meadows is a 1790 frame and brick house, associated
with the Riggs family (a prominent farming and mercantile family
in Montgomery County), with accompanying corncrib/barn, meat
house and family cemetery. Fertile Meadows was placed on the
Master Plan in 1984 with the entire parcel of 91.38 acres as an
environmental setting, to be reduced at the time of subdivision.
The HPC reviewed an earlier subdivision proposal in February,
1988 and recommended a combination of three lots as a reduced
setting north of the future Goshen Road realignment. This
triangular shaped piece would be bounded by the new Goshen Road,
Brink Road, and the Goshen Branch stream valley (see attached
memo) .

On July 8, 1992 the HPC reviewed a Historic Area Work Permit
involving the relocation of the corncrib/barn on the property,
but the applicant withdrew this proposal before any vote. The
staff recommendation was-against relocation of the barn because
of its value to the site. No mention was made about the
deteriorated condition of the meathouse. The Staff Report further
recommends "the best preservation plan for this site would be to
keep all the resources, including the cemetery, grouped on one
lot."

This current subdivision request proposes reducing the
environmental setting of Fertile Meadows to 2.3 acres as defined
by existing fence lines and including the .house, barn, meathouse
and cemetery on one lot. It also proposes creating a lot on
either side of the historic resource on the south side of Brink
Road. The historic setting would have frontage on both Brink

T
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Road and the new Goshen Road
oriented to Brink Road), and
resource would be located on
buffer would wind across Lot
containing Fertile Meadows)

(although all structures would be
all elements of the historic
the same parcel. A stream valley
1, the rear of Lot 2 (the lot

and portions of the remaining lots.

The County's Department of Transportation (DOT) is requiring
substantial road improvements to Brink Road as a condition of
this subdivision. The improvements to Brink Road will have a
major impact on the setting for Fertile Meadows - specifically,
removal of the existing driveway leading to the historic house
from Brink Road and replacement with a shared driveway accessing
Brink Road further to the east, pavement widening on the north
and south shoulders of Brink Road in front of the site, and
intrusion into the existing line of cedar trees (see attached
plan.) The applicant has worked with DOT and is proposing a
retaining wall in front of the historic house as a means of
mitigating some of the impact of the road improvements.

Development of the 4.3 acre lot to the west of Fertile
Meadows (Lot #1) is also of concern - it is a particularly
sensitive area due to the topography of the site and the row of
large cedar trees planted along Brink Road which provide a screen
and windbreak for the historic site. Access to all the lots
would be a shared driveway, and this driveway would have to cut
across the front of the historic property to get to Lot #1. The
front of the house on Lot #1 will face the historic house, with a
vista toward the rear across the stream valley. The new house may
be larger than the 1-1/2 story historic resource; but because of
the topography, the new house will be placed at a lower
elevation.

Finally, the condition of maintenance of the historic site
is very poor. In addition to the main house being open and
accessible to vandals, the deterioration of the log meathouse,
from photos taken in 1984, shows an example of serious neglect
which needs to be rectified. The meathouse is a significant part
of the setting, and should be restored.

ISSUES:

There are several issues of importance in review of this
subdivision proposal. First, the location of a new building
restriction line on Lot #3 would require the house to be moved
farther southeast behind the line and would maintain a vista for
the historic house to Brink Road with less intrusion (see
attached plan).

The length of the retaining wall should be increased to
adequately protect existing and new cedars to be planted. This
wall would help to maintain the existing screening along Brink
Road which is an important aspect of the character and setting of
the historic property.



The existing driveway entrance from Brink Road to the
historic site (which will be closed) should be sensitively filled
in and augmented with additional cedars planted at the entrance.
The driveway is important to the historic setting, as is
preservation of the row of cedars which lines Brink Road. The
Secretary of the Interior's Standards #1 and #2 address the issue
of altering the site:

A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be
placed in a new use that requires minimal change to the
defining characteristics of the building and its site and
environment.

The historic character of a property shall be retained and
preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration
of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be
avoided.

Another very important issue is that the house and its
appurtenances should be adequately protected. During a recent
field visit, staff noted that the house was open and accessible
to vandals, window openings had no weather protection, and
excessive vegetation and debris has accumulated around the
barn/corn crib and house. As noted above, the meathouse is in a
state of collapse.

Finally, it would be appropriate to decrease the size of Lot
11 at the streambed and add acreage to Lot #2 by angling
southward. This would strengthen the environmental setting and
add to its openness by maintaining the semi-rural environment of
the house. Due to its proximity and the land topography, the
architectural design of the new house on Lot #1 should be fully
described so as to ensure that it will complement Fertile Meadows
as much as possible.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:

Based on the issues discussed above, staff recommends
approval of this subdivision plan with the following conditions:

o Enlarge Lot 02 to include as much as 1 additional acre
for a setting of approximately 3.3 acres for Master
Plan Site #14/59 Fertile Meadows, including the house,
barn/corncrib, log meathouse and family cemetery.

o Create a building restriction line on Lot #3, with the
new house moved farther to the southeast.

o Protect all possible cedars along property fronting on
Brink Road. This may mean extending the proposed
retaining wall to the west as necessary.

0



o Add a minimum of two cedars (with size to be set by M-
NCPPC Landscape Architect) to the right of driveway
entrance as you face Lot #2.

o Post and protect (board-up) all openings for house and
barn. Remove all-debris and overgrown vegetation for
protection of outbuildings and house.

o Provide staff with a description of the new house to be
built on Lot #1 so as to complement Fertile Meadows.
The new house will be very visible from the historic
house. This requirement should be met because of the
promixity of the new house to the historic setting and
land topography.
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THEI MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8767 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760

~C

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

July 28, 1993

Joe Davis
Malcolm Shaneman
Development Review Division

Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation Coordinator
Patricia Parker, Historic Preservation Planner
Design, Zoning, and Preservation

Preliminary Plan #1-88023, Fertile Meadows

On July 14, 1993, the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC)
met and reviewed several plans of subdivisions involving identi-
fied historic resources. This memo summarizes the Commission's
concerns on a subdivision which affects Master Plan Site #14/59,
Fertile Meadows, and are as follows:

Preliminary Plan #1-88023, Fertile Meadows, which involves
Master Plan Site #14/59, Fertile Meadows has been recommended by
the HPC for approval with the following conditions:

1. All historic structures on the property must be stabi-
lized and maintained to avoid further deterioration. All
openings of all structures shall be protected. Debris and
overgrown vegetation shall be removed and all improvements
shall be posted.

2. Lot #2, which includes the historic house, barn/corncrib,
log meathouse and family cemetery, must be enlarged to
approximately 3.3 acres.

3. A building restriction line must be created on Lot #3,
east of Lot #2, and should be located starting at the rear
corner of the barn/corncrib and angling northeast approxi-
mately 45 degrees to the front of the site. This line will
revise the proposed location for new construction on Lot 13
(see attached drawing).

4. To the extent possible, all existing cedars along the
property fronting on Brink Road, shall be protected. This
may mean extending the retaining wall to the west, and/or
moving the joint driveway to the east as necessary.



e  s

5.. A minimum of two cedars (with size set by M-NCPPC Land-
scape Architect) shall be.a,dded to the right of the driveway
entrance as you face Lot 12.`

6. Historic preservation planning staff must be provided
with a description of the new house ,to be built on Lot 11
because of land topography and because of the proximity of
the new house to the historic setting.
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January 24, 1994

Ms. Patricia Parker
Design Zoning and Preservation
8787 Georgia Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Parker:

This letter is written to request a preliminary hearing on February 9, 1994, for the restoration
and renovation of the property located at 9000 Brink Road. The property is recorded as Lot 8
in the subdivision known as Fertile Meadows as per Plat Book 171 at Plat 19214,

As the attached proposed restoration/renovation activities and drawings show, it is our goal to
restore this property to its most optimum state, while improving its continuity and flow. .
Previous additions currently restrict accessibility to many areas, limiting its liveability.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. Please let us know if you have any
recommendations or need more information.

Sincerely,

Charles Small, Jr.
(301) 253-1012

Chris Leonard
(301) 330-8982

Attachments



Proposed Restoration/Renovation Activities

Property: 9000 Brink Road; Lot 8, Fertile Meadows Subdivision, per Plat Book 171 at
Plat 19214

• Immediately remove a dead tree which is currently a hazard due to its proximity to the
front of the house.

• Replace deteriorated exterior wood and siding with like kind.

• Replace deteriorated chimney on far right of house to meet inspection standards.
(All chimneys were inspected, and this particular one was the only one that did not
meet fire safety standards.)

• Replace windows and window boards with like kind. Several window are, broken and
the wood is deteriorated in many areas. Replacement windows, while similar in..
appearance the original windows, will provide improved insulation in the interest of
energy conservation.

• Replace window shutters with like kind, wooden shutters. Currently, some shutters are
missing and tholse remaining are in poor repair,

• Replace deteriorated gutters with like kind.

• Replace missing doors with wooden doors in keeping with the historic nature of the
house. Currently temporary doors and boarding are in place for security purposes.

• Replace current roof with historic-type cedar shake roofing. We have been told that
this particular home had a cedar shake roof at one time. The current tin roof 

is 

in
need of repair, and we feel as though a cedar shake roof would add greatly to the
preservation of the home to its most attractive state of existence.

• Extend the roof line on the backside of the house (interior of . "L" shape) in order to
connect previous additions, improving the continuity and flow both of the home's
exterior and interior. The proposed addition is a two story, 12W x 22L foot extension
which would allow accessibility to areas of the house on the first and second floor and
accommodate a half bath on the first floor and a full bath on the second floor.
Currently there is no bath on the first floor and no bath designated for the two
bedrooms located on the second floor. (See drawing.)

• Extend backside roof line between two existing dormer windows located on the second
floor to add continuity with the proposed extension. (See drawing.)

J



Proposed Restoradon/Renovation "
Property: 9000 Brink Road `
Page Two

• Add one dormer window to the far left of the front of the house which. would match
existing windows and provide improved continuity to the home's exterior.

• Install small shrubbery and landscaping to improve the appearance of the property

• Rebuild smokehouse., as requested by the historical society. { 
y

b

• Replace barn windows and boards.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

SITE: Master Plan Site #14/59
Fertile Meadows

CASE NUMBER: 11-88023

DATE: July. 7, 1993

TYPE OF REVIEW: Subdivision

PREPARED BY: Patricia Parker PROPERTY ADDRESS: 9000 Brink
Road 

---------------------------------------------------------- -------

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:

This subdivision plan proposes the creation of three lots of
2.3 to 4.3 acres each, including Master Plan Site #14/59, Fertile
Meadows - a historic house, appurtenances and cemetery (all on
one lot) located on the south side of Brink Road near the Goshen
Branch of the Great Seneca Creek Valley. Five lots, further to
the east and separated from the historic site by realigned Goshen
Road, were previously approved by the Planning Board and houses
are currently being constructed on the lots.

Fertile Meadows is a 1790 frame and .brick house, associated
with the Riggs family (a prominent farming and mercantile family
in Montgomery County), with accompanying corncrib/barn, meat
house and family cemetery. Fertile Meadows was placed on the
Master Plan in 1984 with the entire parcel of 91.38 acres as an
environmental setting, to be reduced at the time of subdivision.
The HPC reviewed an earlier subdivision proposal in February,
1988 and recommended a combination of three lots as a reduced
setting north of the future Goshen Road realignment. This
triangular shaped piece would be bounded by the new Goshen Road,
Brink Road, and the Goshen Branch stream valley (see attached
memo) .

On July 8, 1992 the HPC reviewed a Historic Area Work Permit
involving the relocation of the corncrib/barn on the property,
but the applicant withdrew this proposal before any-vote. The
staff recommendation was against relocation of the barn because
of its value to the site. No mention was made about the
deteriorated condition of the meathouse. The Staff Report further
recommends "the best preservation plan for this site would be to
keep all the resources, including the cemetery,-grouped on one
lot."

This current subdivision request proposes reducing the *
environmental setting of Fertile Meadows to 2.3 acres as defined
by existing fence lines and including the house, barn, meathouse
and cemetery on one lot. It also proposes creating a lot on
either side of the historic resource on the south side of Brink
Road. The historic setting would have frontage on both Brink



Road and the new Goshen Road (although all structures would be
oriented to Brink -Road), and all elements of the historic
resource would be located on the same parcel. A stream valley
buffer would wind across Lot 1, the rear of Lot 2 (the lot
containing Fertile Meadows) and portions of the remaining .lots.

The County's Department of Transportation•(DOT) is requiring
substantial road improvements to Brink Road as a condition of
this subdivision. The improvements to Brink Road will have a
major impact on the setting for Fertile Meadows - specifically,
removal of the existing driveway leading to the historic house
from Brink Road and replacement with a shared driveway accessing
Brink Road further to the east, pavement widening on the north
and south shoulders of Brink Road in front of the site, and
intrusion into the existing line of cedar trees (see attached
plan.) The applicant has worked with DOT and is proposing a
retaining wall in front of the historic house as a means of
mitigating some of the impact of the road improvements.

Development of the 4.3 acre lot to the west of Fertile
Meadows (Lot #1) is also of concern - it is a particularly
sensitive area due to the topography of the site and the row of
large cedar trees planted along Brink Road which provide a screen
and windbreak for the historic site. Access to all the lots
would be a shared driveway, and this driveway would have to cut
across the front of the historic property to get to Lot #1. The
front of the house on Lot #1 will face the historic house, with a
vista toward the rear across the stream valley. The new house may
be larger than the 1-1/2 story historic resource; but because of
the topography, the new house will be placed at a lower
elevation.

Finally, the
is very poor. In
accessible to van,
from photos taken
which needs to be
of the setting, a:

ISSUES•

condition of maintenance of the historic site
addition to the main house being open and
3als, the deterioration of the log meathouse,
in 1984, shows an example of serious neglect
rectified. The meathouse is a significant part
ad should be restored.

There are several issues of importance in review of this
subdivision proposal. First, the location of a new building
restriction line on Lot #3 would require the house to be moved
farther southeast behind the line and would maintain a vista for
the historic house to Brink Road with less intrusion (see
attached plan).

The length of the retaining wall should be increased to
adequately protect existing and new cedars to be planted. This
wall would help to maintain the existing screening along Brink
Road which is an important aspect of the character and setting of
the historic.property.



The existing driveway entrance from Brink Road to the
historic site (which will be closed) should be sensitively filled

' in and augmented with additional cedars planted at the.entrance.
The driveway is important to the historic setting, as is
preservation of the row of cedars which lines Brink Road. The
Secretary of the Interior's Standards #1 and 12 address the issue
of altering the site:

A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be
placed in a new use that requires minimal change to the
defining characteristics of the building and its site and
environment.

The historic character of a property shall be retained and.
preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration
of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be
avoided.

Another very important issue is that the house and its
appurtenances should be adequately protected. During a recent
field visit, staff noted that the house was open and accessible
to vandals, window openings had no weather protection, and
excessive vegetation and debris has accumulated around the
barn/corn crib and house. As noted above, the meathouse is in a
state of collapse.

Finally, it would be appropriate to decrease the size of Lot
#1 at the streambed and add acreage to Lot #2 by angling
southward. This would strengthen the environmental setting and
add to its openness by maintaining the semi-rural environment of
the house..Due to its proximity and the land topography, the
architectural design of the new house on Lot #1 should be fully
described so as to ensure that it will complement Fertile Meadows
as much as possible.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:

Based on the issues discussed above, staff recommends -
approval of this subdivision plan with the following conditions:.

o Enlarge Lot- 12 to include as much as 1 additional acre
for a setting of approximately 3.3 acres for Master
Plan Site #14/59 Fertile Meadows, including the house,
barn/corncrib, log meathouse and family cemetery. _

•4 r

o Create a building restriction line on Lot #3, with -they :',
new house moved farther to the southeast. ek

o Protect all possible cedars along property fronting on
Brink Road. This may mean extending the proposed
retaining wall to the west as necessary.
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o Add-a minimum of two cedars. (with size to be set by M-
NCPPC Landscape Architect) to the right pf!_driveway
entrance,a's you face Lot 12

o Post and protect (board-up) all openings for -house and
barn: Remove all debris and overgrown - vegetation for
protection of outbuildings and house.-

o Provide staff with a description of the new house to be
built on Lot 11 so as to complement Fertile Meadows.
The new house will be very visible from the historic
house. This requirement should be met because of the
promixity of the new house to the historic setting and
land topography.
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9000 Brink Road/G Small Leonard •
Page Five

ATUCH M ENT 8: Photos of Resources (see photos)

ATTACHMENT 9: Photos of Context (see Photos)

ATTACHMENT 10: Addresses of Adjacent Property Owners

Robert R. & C.A.S. Michael
8921 Brink Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20882
(Lot 3, Blk T, Goshen Estates)

Mark Moholt
8908 Brink Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20882
(Lot 6, Fertile Meadows)

Springbrook At'Fer.tile Meadows
15950 Derwood Road
Rockville, Maryland 20855
(8920 Brink Road, Lot 7, Fertile Meadows)
(9010 Brink Road, Lot 9, Fertile Meadows)

William R. Gorman Jr.
15901 Green Meadow Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20879
(All remaining lots in Fertile Meadows)





9000 Drink Road, Lot 8 Fertile~dows
C: Small/C. Leonard 0



9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertile M ws
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9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertileows
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9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertiledows

C. SmallJC. Leonard

VIEW FROM LOT 7
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9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertile Mows
C.•Small/C. Leonard
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9000 Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertile M ws
C.,Small/C. Leonard 0
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9000 .Brink Road, Lot 8 Fertileows
C'. ,Small-IC. Leonard
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