
i



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

PREPARED BY: Laura McGrath

CASE NUMBER: Preliminary Plan

SITE/DISTRICT NAME: Garrett Park

DISCUSSION:

DATE: June 19, 1991

TYPE OF REVIEW: Subdivision

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 10918 Montrose Road

A preliminary plan has been filed to "resubdivide" Lots 3, 4 and 5 at 10918
Montrose Road in the Garrett Park Historic District (Atlas District #30/13).
10918 Montrose Road was identified by staff as a secondary resource in the
District. The proposal will essentially consolidate the three lots into one
lot.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff finds that the proposal should have no negative impact on the Historic
District and recommends that the Commission send a positive statement to the
Planning Board regarding the preliminary plan.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Packet provided by M-NCPPC
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Garrett Par:: is a 154-acre residential co=,unit_v in
.iontgo-erg County on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad south of
Rockville, north of P.ensington and east of the Rockville Pike.

The district is bounded on the northeast by the Baltimcre and

Chio Railroad tracts; on the southeast by Rock Creek Park;
on the south by the southern property lines of the properties

at 10701 and 10:00 Weymouth Street, Keswick Street, Shelly
Court, Cleremont Avenue, Nontrose Avenue (including 10696
rlontrose) , and Kenil~..orth Avenue; on the west by the %..estern
and/or southern property lines of the properties on the ;lest
and/or south side of Xenil..orth Avenue.

The railroad tracks and the steep grade on the southwest

which drops to Pock Creep. Park forma natural boundaries as

v,ell as a clear definition of the individual integrity of the
district. The southern boundary is man-;;Wade consisting of
cul-de-sacs. The apartment comolex and other develcpm!l?nts on

the other side isolate the historic disariCt. The senaration

of the district from its surroundings on the Tr;astern boundary

is accomp 11 shed by the limited street access to thle residential
neighborhood, Garrett Park Estates, on the other side. Strath-

more Road consists of the sole connecting road. From the

back yards o_ the properties on the south:-.iest side of T;enil-
worth Ave`'_l e fflO~r• 2. to the adjoining

this is not- "riden t frorl I-he S4C._-e 't lfacadas . The definition

of the dis _r -* Ct j.3 solf-ev id+—ent.
The very heterogeneity of Garrctp Park to its architecture

and landsca-,e features s;Onarates it fro-71 the hom.,cgen ous, if

not monotCriJ::s , character of neighboring Cievelopments . These

developments each contain or-a standard c'tCi2lteCi ::r31 . St, ~ t

and even one species of tree.
Garrett Park todav reoresents a full-fEillment of the

original develor-ment Dlans of the i-tetropolitan investment
and Building Comzan,, (1687) for a sylvan residential cC:` -.-,.0 _ty.

The developers divided tha tract -into aaarter-acre lots on

either side of Strathmore Road. Vdi shi g to please all tastes,

they used a grid pattern on the south side contrast,,. with

~-!ir.ding, curve:.' stre_Ls follo:~:irg the topography on the north

side. Alr•ost a century after its founding, Garrett Parr

consists c,= residences on lots usually; z quarter-acre in

size intermingled with larger lots so-a approaching an acre.

The sct bac;: is related to ty-,c per:Led c` ccnst.ruction. Those

of tide turn of the century sit tc::ard the center of tho lot; I

the "Cnevystt (see belch) are closes.%. to the side .:alk; and r.Ia,, r j

of the recent re--idBnces sit on an angle to the street. Tlae

district although in style and set back is unite,-;'

the uniEormity of landscape treatmEmt. Tall shade trees,

f trees sacs(: shruILL, dense plantings, perva le throughout

Garr:t-t Park. During all sc:asor.s c>:ecpc a:inccr, t:Zc flc:_~,.

dominate -.:.-city : treet:!CnDe of the toe•: n ; the architec tura t-
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7. Dr.SCRIPTIO`d, continued

elements play a secondary role. Appropriately interspaced with
the setting is 11ells Park, a forest ,.ith a children's plav-
ground. A second 2 1/2 acre park beca-?e municipal property a`te
a decade long battle to preserve the open space.

The torn is totally residential e_ccent for a c0.-^;tion
post office and store--%hich has been serving that function
since the nineteenth centurv--and the town hall originally con-
structer as an Episcopal church.

The tt.o parks (mentioned above), three tennis courts,
basketball court, baseball field, and s;•;iru-ning pool comprise
the land out to "recreational use.

Garrett Par- uniquely has no intrusions. Designed as a
residential co::tsk,unity, the town has fullfilled the promises
of the first development plans. The contemporary homes fit
into the nineteenth century plan just as modern plumbing does
in an old structure.

• The overall condition o the district is good. Restoration
and/or renovation has not been necessary.

The architectural character of Garrett Park represents
a spat of the popular, vernacular styles from the 1890's through
the 1970's. m^e district contains arproxiIf:ateiv 340 structures -

roughly fortv of, :shich pre-date World t•?ar I. The majority
of these relates to a vernacular interpretation of the Queen
Anne style. Those frame t:•ro-story houses are characterized
by as_m etrical elevations corner porches, cross gable roofs,
three-story tc:°ers, and large lot sizes (See descript=ors of
ir.d:.ividual structures at the end of this section).

The next stage of development occurred in the- 1920's =.•>'ith
tale "C.hevv" !louses built l t by 1•iaddux, Varshall & Co. This de-

velopment ccrpany constructed roughly forty hcu_ es each of
whiC^ contained a 174=ohv bed, an Atwater-Kent radio, and, at
an e_t-ra cos-", a Chevrolet in the carage. These small houses
(6-40 S ,care feat of floor space) c;.:,Ae in three different models:
tf an, e Rose1Et_n , and the ?'ioodbine. The dlrreicences 1n

ficcr pl=gin aril' vOrc_l des_Cn cave a degree of '-ndivicdu"..lity to
the one-story _name three bay houses. Tl-.e Sylvan hacl a jerkin
heaO_ roof and an elintical arc:: in the porch roof. The A-
roefed Roseland ro-del . had an arbor-li,rce porch roof. The

the othc— s, hay? a centrally located door and
a _ d4: ental nor;:h roof. the majori~v of~ those
houses stir stand and are easily ciscernible alt:,cugh some
hc.va :peen enlarc;ed.

An i nterpr. etation of the prairie style initiated most
nrc;m .nently by Frank Llcvd. !•:right is found in Post-Z•;orld War II

(See continua`io i !-%Ceti. _`iii. 2) GPQ 921.726 ,
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7. DEESCRipTION, continued

houses in Garret Park. These one-story buildings principally

on-. outh and Oxford Streets have low over hanging roofs.
Dasic;n ed and built in the early t-o ;piddle fifties by AlexanderJ 

Richter, F .I.A. , these hour=s re_oresent the third era of build-
ing in Garrett Par.*",. Like their Victor-Jan, Chevy predecessors,
the Richter }'.OL1SeS reflect the dynamic development Of the yarn
and blend well into the village plan initiated by William
Saunders in 1806. Similar to the fashion in ~-;hick :.iodern
plu_-:tbing and electricity were fitted into the old Victorians,
the Richter houses blend handsomely with the townscape of
Garrett Park.

A graduate of Conner Union in 1925, Richter's homes show
the great influence of Louis Sullivan and Frank Lloyd Wright
on American architecture. These homes reflect nuch of
11right's organic and prairie stele. The open .plan..ith many
intersectirg .spaces, different heights of eie-l2nts, and pro-
jecting and reseeding surface all which tend ,to make their
solid vclumes exclusive. Richter's use of materials and tex-
tures, broad o=oj e';;ting roof over hands an a s,,;n :rb rlanner in
which his hc: :~! blends Uith.their surroundings have given them
a tim~le5~ ruali'-v.

One of the first efforts at contemporary housing in the
Washinaton area, these houses were D_ articL'larl% chailenaing

cons- erir_g the Victorian tr dition vIlich had I11Jec. iasta fished

a half century earlier.. A drive through Garrett Park today
vrovieles the inoression of a unified toc--n held together
by its variety of vell designed and superbly sited homes.

The variety of architectural stvlzs reflects Garrett Park's
vital roll as a dynamic sub-arban co,:..muni ty constructed over
seventy-five years ago.

The popular "Neo-Colonial " or Williamsburg Revival of
recent tittles exists both in one and one half story frame houses
in :-i t right he called a Cod sty 1 e" an-.1 t`••lo S1C_-0ry three
bay build-ings v:ith low pitched A roofs, shutters and a "Colonial"
r.o_4._ at the door.

The International Style promulgated by t•lalter Gropius and
tho Bauhaus is rep-resented by the house on the corr.2r of
elrose and Argyle. Constructed in 1925, it is contemporary

Sri_. the naissancc Of the style in Europe (as wail as, and In con-

t~-C:J +.., :?=ti1 t:.~A' ~. f?t; Jt'.~., 1n Gear-ra.tt Dare . Tt~_S Ill:? idi ri,J L.; as

one of three e;:peri. ertal pre-cast concrete houses in the
Wa.^.hip:: ton rr.etropolitan area. Originally, it w,13 a one-story
house L.'1 t!7 poured ConCr :te valls and pre-c:-St: Conc ate, bc:: am:;--

exresec'_ in the living, room ceiling. The hou!7c `m_',odies Gropius'
des-ire to incorporate art, industry, and dally lik'e throllgh

j
(See continuation sheet No. 3) GPO czl.;za
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architecture. The functional, cubistic design represents the

artistic elenent while the ;metal windows, including a cantileverec

corner ~:~1,^_do:7, and the radiant slab heat' ng are illustrativ2 Of

advanced industrial technology.
Thirty years later Alexander P.ichter (see above) designed a

frc:.:•,̂  S~COnd 5c`'.Cr~l fOl~.o'.v=%'g the architectural prCCedent Of ~_he

first f10or. The addition incorporated a sun deck at the seccnd

story follow-Lng Bauhaus precedents.
The International Style adapts to the Garrett Park street-

scape through the extensive landscaping and sense tree cover rlhi c?'

all0~ t•:s the diverse archiectural stvies o" the town -t co-exist.

In addition to the broad stylistic elements presented in

Garrett Park several unique structures pepper the to:•:nscace. A

vaguely Tudor revival stone house at 4501 Claremont Place- was
consL.ructed by an ennlovee of the Bureau of Standards in 1938 of

various :::aterials approvers by the bureau. The principal facade

i; fieldstone 4:hile the side elevation is brick.. The roof is
Vermont s l atC on Cne f

a 
ace and another material on the ot—h e side.

At least t,,-.7o, and pcssi'J' ly three structures, qualify as

",:,ail order" houses. Dating from the early thritie.s these houses
came from Sears and Ro buc;.. Sears provided a catalog of house

plans with a separate set of interior details from which to c~:oos,,

Your purchase included pre-cut materials, Sears financing and a.
contractor. One of the Sears houses is a one-story structure

at 11114 :Kenilc:orth. It is. "L" shaped L•'1th a gables'-ended section

Projecting toT. rd the street. One side of the roof terminates in

an elongated curve extending the roof to include an entrance.
The other kno-,.n example, 4701 Argyle . (1933) , is a one-story co-
lonial Revival structure. It is five bays long with t':;O dormers
C%Ter L-he seco"d and fourth bays. The central chimney, paneled

door, s-4 x over six sash windows and a four light transom add
appropriate elements fro^ the colonial style.

vConte-5o_ary with the Richter houses and of a prefabricates:
nature like the Sears houses are a fa-..., early Techhuilt structures

In iCt Carl _-Koch of p c _,N c?,1'i t  e r i rst r house as
an to nrC):'ld_' ine::p'_nsi`!e ``o:sin He {nit tr'ic t `ne
attic and base--=nt rC^71C In inexpensive rooms to con-
struct so h- d Signed resi6ences Consisting of just attics a.^.C.'

basements. T', _Js thinking Crave the structur-_s their distinctive

scat edral caili__rgs. one of the first: Tcciibuilt houses in the
:azhinqton area stands at 10711 Kenilworth Avenu3 (1956) . This
ho%i33 c"'.nd 10805 Clcro.on,t ':' e.n.ue served as a for the others

that follo,-c d i ncluui n 10701 shc11v Court, 470: T - ve and
11106 :lanilt•:o=th T::o otl2_r pre-fabricated houses e::ist at
1C8-D i Clermont- (1955) and 4200 O~:ford (c.1945-1949) .

(SeC CUrii:l:1L'Cl'yon sheet No. 4) era 921.-, 24
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Garrett Park embodies an American living pattern that
revolutionized our use of- land. r'he rapid transportation.
:,ada available by tie railroads caused profound cultural
charges. The accessibility to cormuter rail service en-

abled urban workers to li,%.re in what they felt was a rural

environ--ent. Astute business:~en capitalized on this
attitude combined with the transportation revolution to
create neW towns far beyond the city lints. These suburbs,
like Garrett Park, were virtually tctall_v residential wit:z

the e_•cceo=ion of a depot and perhaps once store. Commercial

districts -,'7hic:: previously had been an essential part of

every community T,.-are not necessary especially Leith the

added -mobility pro-,-,iced bv the automobile. This phenome-non
which so prCiOundly altered the A-merlcr,n culture is, perhans,

difficult to appreciate since it remains so much a part of
Our G_^._':ts= orary :cr1Cl. Fow_cver, It is irr,:)ortant to recog-
nize olaces like Garrett Park as a manifestation of that
phenomenon.

The Garrett Park railroad station was first established

in the riddle 10,80's as an aid to farmers in neighboring

areas and particularly as a recreational and picnic spot

for . ashington residents. The stop was named for John
Garrett, president of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.

In 1837, Henry `I. Copp, a Washington educator turned
attorney, formed the i1--tropolitan Investment and Building
Coroans .hick fought 500 acres of open land on both sides
of the Garrett Park station.. They ad ertise the develoo-
ment of "the suburban tO:en Of the 1~ational CaUltal . 

tt

(1) The ?!. T.B. Co:^.-:)a2nv had approximately 600 Stoc;cf'o !der s

and reUu t~!dly s:.ared no efforts to I'c '..@ Garrett Par': a show—
place for su~_,urban living. Members of the .i.I.B. board
inclu:.ed Jchn Freeman, a civil..crginear who later bac na a

orincioal in the ~':ashin jton Dublic schools, and Willi arl
,under a~; _e de-n ~- "^r the U.S. De?art;aer-tSaunders, Su~.._.a_:i,.. ..0 ' Of Grounds i...~

of Agr lcul tu_ .
The plan of Garrett Park is the wort: of ;illi m Sa'_,nders

(1822-1,00) , a r.: _., o_ nineteenth century  N,t':.r 1-can l.vr L—LU l—

turis Scottish irwmigrant, Saundiers b-nyan his car.er in `

(Sec continuation sheet No. 10) Q~
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8. SIGNIFICA:YCE, continued

Connecticut combining landscaping and planting with writing.
His essays, papers, and articles total over 3,000. In 1854
he ooaned a business in Philadelahia with Thomas Mechan. Two
of his largest co=issioas--Clifton for Johns Hopkins and
the Ross TWinans estate--were located in Baltimore. He was
responsible fo= a number of cemeteries, notably Rose Hill in
Chicago. Saunders' reputation spread across the country.
In 1863 he was called to the newly created Department of
Agriculture where he remained until his death. His most out-
standing projects include the National Cemeter;; at Gettysburg
(begun the year of the Battle) and the arboretum he planted
on the Mall. Until 1930 when the mall was redesigned this
was the most comprehensive arboretum in North America south
of Boston. -

Saunders is rerner—tiered for his introduction of exotic
plants into the United States. He found a seedless orange
in Brazil which became th-- navel orange. He brought the
Austrailian eucalvatus globulus to California. Japanese
and Russian trees and plants came to this ccunt-ry u=nder his
direction. This scienti-fic interest in the flora of foreign
countries and arboret'_ims to display them is typical o ni_^.O-

teenth century landscape architecture. The variety of trees,
shrubs, and flowers in Garrett Park today folloi.:s this the-Me.

Saunders' involvement in the toY:n is not surpri:ai -;,

since he was on the advisory ccrunittee to the directors. of
the Metropoli tan Invest,::ent and Building Company.

A resume of Saunders' career would be inco:nalete without
mention of his founding of the Grange. An agricultural arti-
cle of 1855 outlined the need for such an organization. "_'ti•:elve
years later Saunders and five others founded the Patrons of -
Husbandrv; he •-rote the constitution and chaired the organiza-
tion for sit years.

The second promotional brochure, printed in 1890, states
that town.-lots "front on nicturesaue :•: irdi n g park roads in
the hilly sections, so as IO secure all 'i_".hn by ut-v of these

elevated locations ......... tthile on the village plateau w1n;ich
is but slightly rolli..^.g, trey are subdivice(t to city s-Cyie
with straignt streets, etc. so that all tastes can be suited."
(2) This descriotion is as aTJt tcda% as it was then. =n -E act,

the 1891 map differs very little from a 1974 map; one street
has been ad''ed and the eastern town ll its have been altered
because of the formation of Pocv Ctee,c Park.

The new town depended on the railroac.1 for trarsnortati.^_Ii
and the Baltimore anL1 Oi:io served Pass;enger service in
1890 was freguer_t and i ncrocnsive. Tvion.ty-ore trains stoo-)ed

(S'ae continuation sh(:et No. 11) GPO 0:1.724
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8. SIGNIFICANC-E, continued

daily and a monthly ticket goon'. for 60 rides %.as o::^.ly $6. Tovn
residents ~-,ho did their s':o-)ping In Nashirgten could ship their
purchases back. to the villaae Free of charge. At present,

ailroad passenger service consists of a modest six trains
daily;- but to-vin wage earners still commute via the B & O as
they did in to past.

The t:etronolitan Invest ;gent and Building Con.pany
actually planted only the 154 acres which in 1898 became
the incorporated town of Garrett Park. The remainder of the
land was sold off, and in 1510 the Company was dissolved. By
that time the town had a population of 185 and approximately
forty homes.

Garrett Park grew very slowly until the second half of
the 1920's when a group of four retired military ;men formed
Madfiux, Marshall and Conoanv, Inc. to promote Garrett Park as
"a i:ecca for homa-seekers of moderate *means ...... in an enV4 ron-
ment tit for millionaires. " (3)) I'he Maddux, " arshall Company
built appro:.:imately forty small ttio-bedroom cottages and doubled
the population of the town. The cottages came in three styles
and included an Atwater-Kent radio, a Murphy bed, and the
option of garage and any model Chevrolet automobile. Some
Of these "I C,.>^ c:ry,I houses are In alr:.os,. original condition, -'JLlt

many have been enlarged and remodeled beyond recognition.
The next major building wave came after World War II when

Montgomery County began its period of rapid rro~-:th. Alexander
Richter, a Hoaard University processor and town resident, devel-
oped portions of the southeast section of the town and was
one of the first in the Washington area to build contem-
porary homes on hilly, uneven lots. Although very modern in
style, these houses and the newer ho-es built since are very
much a part of Garrett.Park's uniqueness. The span of housing
styles provides not only good examples of period residential
archlt:ctu'_-e, but also of transitional desians and functional
aC.3ptatlons.

The diversity of the houses also reflects to diversity
of th,:)se who hava lived 'here. As befits a town planned as a
residential suburb, the majority of residents have been middle-
class t:-Eoricans with jobs in "to-.,:n" - Washing -on, D.C. Scme

were ,ell-known, like ire--man Hollerith, developer of the first
pin e i card tabulating sy. tem; Jei ny 1,7ilson , -'-tro olltan

Opera sinner; and `i'emole Bailey, _copular novelist of the-1920's;
but r..ost were not. All, ho,.•:ever, have worked to ores^-rve the
small torn sense of cor-nu:.ity and belonging that is Garrett
Park's.

(See continuation sheet :.0.12) GP  921-7 Z•t
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The town has a Mayor and Council, and an active Citizens'
Association, both of which have cons iste_ntly supported programs
to protect the town from encroaching suburbia. In '1959 t::e
to-,..n closed all local streets at the town limits to prevent
through traffic and to keep the narrow streets safe for a2des-
trians. A church building constructed in 1397 and used for
many years by both church and town groups was purchased rive
vears ago for use as a Tot-in Hall. Last year the town succeeded
in buvi.g, for use as a parr, a 2 1/2 acre tract of land that
had been zoned for thirty-ore tow houses. This action was
rade possible by grants from both the State of Maryland and the
Federal Government to help preserve the character of the town.

In May, 1973, the town of Garrett Park celebrated its
75th corporate birthday. Residents coined a net.., word--demi-
ses uLicentennial--and tur.^.-acl out en masse for the celebrations.
A Washington Post editorial called it "living Americana, a
lovely example of American civilization. There is not much
left of it in our urban snraw i . " (4 )

Garrett Pa---k is not a ,•,'illiarmsburg. It is a small suburban
town that is st.Zll 5erv_L Cj its on cinal purpose after almost
ninety years. it is a significan't: historic district because
of the imprint- of each of these ninety years, and because its
nineteenth century village nln and its citizens have been
able to incorporate these _ years of groT.,7th into a conumunity that
meets the needs of any age while maintaining its ties with the
past.

(1) M.I.B. Brochure, 1887 p.5
(2) M.I.B. Brochure, 1890 pp."7, 9.
(3) 1'1iaddux, Marshall Brochure, c. 1924, p. 7.
(4) Washington Post, May 23, 1973.

9. BIBLIOGRAPHY, continued
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7. DESCP.IPTIO:: , continued

1. J. C. Stoddard - Freiberg Fouse. 4711 Waverly Avenue.
Built in 1389, this Victorian three-story frame house

contains many of the elements which characterize the carefree
spirit of Victorian architecture in the latter part of the nine-
teenth centurv.

With its i rrequlari ty of plan and massing and variety of
texture of surface materials, this house is one of the finest
examples of the Queen Arne style of architecture in Garrett
Park.

The east facade facing Waverly Avenue is crowned with a
square turret with a rounded bell—spaped roof and lightening
arrester. The turret and remainder of the third floor are clad
in scalloped wood shingles and project beyond the second floor
below accented by the row of ornate brackets supporting that

projection.
The second floor, with its clapboard siding is accented by

a bay window to the master bedroom. All the windoc,rs on the_ .
second floor are large double-hung sash. The bay wears a band
of shingles beneath the sill lire giving further emphasis to thi<
very important elemc_^.t o= the facade.

The ground floor is surrourcru on two sides by an open -oorcr
accented by turned -,•.00d columns and horizontal good balustrade.

The interior retains much of the original flavor including

several elegant mantels, 7 feet by 5 feet bi-parting _pocket type
Wood paneled doors and an elaborate staircase crc~.?nad by diagona.
latti ce work muntir.s and glass over the foyer.

The turret fcom on the third level is accessible through

a narro!,,y passage::-ay and is sheather in triple beaded tongue
and groove fir _paneling on walls and ceiling and brightly lit
from windo,•:s on three sides.

Evually interesting is the carriage house and other out
buildi_ gs clustered around the main `souse. Situated to the rear

and side of the house the carriage house adds great interest to
the property as vi3%ed fro:-.1 t•,averly Avenue. The ground floor
i5 balanced SyIf3tri cal l y b,-,T two garage doors Cn either side of

a single door %ith its 4-c•z!n eked arched Head leading to the

second floor living quarters. The second floor, like the first,

is svnmetrical atcut the C3i:1--'er with a double-hung wi. do.... tlit!1

fa-light tra so_t~ windo:. crc::•ned by a gabled widow's walk and

pcuola. The gable is decorated with an ex-Dosed end truss.
The third and fourth structures on the site are -a ash;

house and small garden gazebo both detailed similarly to the
main and carriage houses.

(See Continuation. :.sheet No. 5) . CPO 9:1.72'
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7. DESCRIPTION, continued

2. Mills - r'kbernath;- House. 10909 Keni-1-orth Avenue.
Built prier to _: ;3, ti:e house and carriage house trul ,

reflect the suburban co::_T`:iunity' intended by t.(le I'letro:Dolitan

Investment an:3. 7'.:_1di_ng Company in their brochure of 1897.
Town recur; s sho:a that this house :•ras occupied for a tine

by the Turkish legation as a sur=mer refuga from the heat and

bustle of ,Nashington. This property best exemplifies the type

of construction befitting a cor-munity located on the main B & O
line from Washington, set in the country where its occupants
could enjoy a leisurely carriage ride.

The house is do.;.irated by its tali circular turret at one
corner, many cabled roofs, and varied materials. The original
German sidirg was cove-red with cedar shingles about forty years

ago.
The expansive porch, even reduced from its original extent,

is a particularly strong element" with turned woct:~ colu.~lns,
scroll brae ;e _s and elaborate roots of balustrade vhich form the
porch, rail recalling 'Che more elaborate fenestration: of the

Eastlake stvle of Victorian architecture. Further accent is
added to the porch by the fact that it is elevated above the
surrounding groune. by several steps and by the heavy bard

of plantings around its entire perimeter.
The interior is a maze of excitement With hidden back

stai;:•rav and stained glass oculus. The five _ireplaces have

a combination of tile and -marble faces c=,:ned b-i ornate i•.00d
mantels. The main stair::av has a double turn and is framed
with a heavily decorated turned wood balu-strade. Typical of

all the old Victorians in Garrett Park, the bathrooms were
added and are interesti::g in the fashion that they have been
tucked into e}:isting closets or small anterooms.

The carriage 'rouse is elegant but simple, characteristic

of its function. Symmetry is accentuated by the cupola. Typical

of i:he Queer: Anne Gothic, the r,:~of' projects ba,, and the 10:7er
story and casts deep shado::'s which Civic er^phasls to the eler:ents
~•:hich cast then. The gahle is decorated oy an exposed end
trus_,. Additional texture and interest are added by the diagona_
sidin,:T of the double carriage doors.

3. Gann - Edlund House. 11210 Kenilworth Avenue.
Built in 1-391 this house :':as the,.res-idence of F er-mar

Hollerith, in-,.-cntor of the "Hollerith Code: for use with ke7
nun,:h cards, used by the ?bureau of Census in the 1890 and 1900
Census. To,.--n minutes of October, 1899 note that the first
teie,Dhoner in to::'n alas [fired to this house from "Hardesty's Store"

dam:-,n by the railroad depot.
The house is typical of those constructed by th'- "etr_oo_oli-

tan Investmcr_t Building Company, dominated by its circular

( See continuation sheet -No. 5) GP 0 ::1-7 24



.,3003 UNITEO STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

1967) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE I aryland

NkTiO4A! RSGISTZR OF HISTO?IC P AC=S COUNTY

: 10ntao.^,le

INYE,ITCRY - NOMINATICH FORM
FOR NPS USE ONLY

OA TE
(ContinL,)tion Sheet) u 6 

ENTRY NU`.117E11

(Number all entrlea)'
Garrett Park

7. DESCRIPTION, continued

turret and massive porch that wraps around three sides of the

house. Characteristic also are its irregularity of plan,
varied materials and massing of elements.

The circular tower is capped by a steer (24 in 12) inverted
cone roof which rests on a to inch high frieze. The tower and
third floor gables are clad in scallooeu wood shingles while
other surfaces are covered with narrow clapboards accented by
vertical wood corner boards.

The porch balustrade is interrupted by turned wood columns
supporting the roof above and topped by ornate brackets and
baluster type gingerbread trim under the eaves. The 

windowsin the third floor turret and under the gabled main roof are
wood double-hung with double lights on the bottom sash and an
ornate muntin arrangement in the upper sash with small lights
around the perimeter and a larger single light in the middle-
The windo;.s under the gable are grouped in a "Palladian" rotift
without the arched center section. All three win ows have a
co:rnon sill but the head of the .center windo:•1 is elevated above
the flank- i n g  i•: i n d o .,s .

True to its Queen Anne influcnca, the house is irregular in
plan and possesses much of its original char;::. Four of the five
original firenlaces are still. iI1 Use and are adorned :;lt)1 ornate
wood mantels. ~ The second floor contains five b-2droo:Ls and tha
attic three, plus circular turret room with its th'-ee large
windows looking soul:: along Kenilworth Avenue.

41 .. Brad) - Stephan son_ House. 11013 Eenilvorth Ayenu:a.
Constructed circa 1892, this is one of the more _ormal

Victorian houses in Garrett Park. The three story and basement
frame house is dominated by a gingerbread, decorated porch which
wraps around the front and ti-!o sides. This porch gives a horizon
tal look to the first floor and creates a very strong base to
the contrasting vertical apnearance of the second and third
floors. This verticality is emphasized by the square turret and
steeply pitched roof.

Typical of the thirty-seven Victorian structures in Gar a`_t
Park, this house is clan in -many textures arrl r.?-teriAls i•71 ich

Give special identity to each element. The roof of the turret
and main house are of Vermont slate with alternating bands o=
rectangular and octagonal shaped slates. The third floor gables
and turret croject bevor_d the second floor and-are clad %-?ith
grey color-ad scalloped wood shingles. The second floor is N':hite
sir: inch clapboard with corm boards. .

The ncrch has a .starling scum tin ro-)f hi; ni:!c1 corners
painted oxide rcd accentuating the horizontal e;:fect i•:hich t_ -..is

(See continuation sheet No. 7) 6Pn 
'21.1'4
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element lends to the facade. The porch is exquisitely decorated
with a wood lattice tvne cornice supported by turned ::'ood
columns and scroll brackots, and a oorc`: rail and pick,eLs LI'_th
intermediate horizontal rail. The solid band o` azaleas and
nccdodlend_ons planted around the porch and leading. up the
winding front walk add further texture and color and gracefully
anchor.this house to its site.

5. Grace. E. D. Sprigg - Huffman Mouse. 4710 Waverly Aven,.I
Built in 1339, tha Grace E. D. Sprigg House is historically

the most important hone to Garrett Park. The installation of
an indoor "privy-sink" in 1898 caused such an uproar arongst
the local citizenry, c•!ho eared typhoid fever, that the first
counci 1 ~•:as formed and Garrett Park's history of fighting for
its beliefs eras inaugurated. From 1901 to 1911, the house
was occupied by Hart i•~.omsen, developer of the Mormsen Lung which
was the forerunner of -modern sk-i n divi^g eguip;nent.

Si:~ila- to other Garrett Park Victorians, this house has
porches, to,•iers, and gables lending special exterior identi-y-
to many interior elernents . The original wood siding has
been covered by asbestos shingle, but little of its intended
char. tn has been lost. Although some minor eterior alterations
have been made,.the interior of this house has been well preser-
ved.

The m-=in staircase which- winds its •Tay to the second floor
is exteriorly expressed by the bay windows which contain it and
chose ~,rinc:c-•rs brilliantly light it. One of the wirdo rs i s
colored leased glass at the intermediate landing above the
area where the treads become winders.

The dining roo=m is completely surrounded by a beaded wood
wainscot and chair rail with ornate above. At one
side of the roo_:, is a glass topped door c•:ith a hinged shelf
cup;coard behind, which s:lir.rs atlav to reveal a hicden close'-
under losetunder the main staircase. A magnificent alabaster lamp hangs
from the ceiling at the center of the dining room.

Very few of time rooms are s^uare or rectangul, r and most
contain more windo:•rs and, doors than ;•!211 space. Typical of
Victorian planning the house is full of little surprising
noo::s and nonsensical spaces which make 'his arch: tr'cture so
delightful. A r.arro:•T winding std irc-se leads frorn a short
sac nfl floor ha11c:'ay down to the kitCilen at th,e near. From

that same shoat hc311iraV , c?n0`'^.E'r na~r0:.' Staircase ascends to

the third floor t?hich houses two additional bedrooms . • Loth. of
these rooms afford their inhabitants a lofty vie-,, or the sur-
roun ing :•:ooded neighborhood. One hedreom is tucked under the

(See conti nuatlon sheet No. .13) _. GPO 921.7=4 
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7. DESCRIPTION, continued

eaves and the other defined by the shape of the octagonal turret

above and lit by its two dormer windows projecting through the

turret roof. -
While the plan is characterized by its irregularity there

is an amazing continuity and harmonv of all the varied elements
which makes the_se structures more homes than houses.

6. Chanal - Torn Hall. 10814 Keni] ..orth Avenue.
Completed in 1897,this building was built by subscription

of townspeople as an Episcopal C.hapzl and meeting hall. In

1953 it was purchassd by the Potomac Conference Corporation

of Seventh Dav zdventis is and remained as a church until the
Town purchased the building as its town hall in.196.8.

The Kenil;•crth Avenue elevation is dominated by . its bell .
tower jutti?:g up from the valley created where two gabled
rco s come toget?:er directly over the ;:lain entrance. he two

gabled ends facing Kenil~:orth Avenue clad in c:ocd shingles
bOt:1 project beyond tL1C building below. The larger of the two

is accented by an oculus wirdc -. Each element in the church

has its own identity conveying to the exterior elevations an
orde i^dies -inc the importance of the function each element
has t0 the ~•;:1ole. Tine nave element, being the la—zgesi. and most
fenestra~'ed, the narthex: not Quite ~i0 . - rtunt and the boil

add-Ln J a third ele-,ent to the building
The Stri:c"` re is clad in narro:; "• inch clapboard Siding

all anchored soundly to the ground on a stone found-al.-ion.
The interior like the exterior is simple, containing three

r ajor elements. The narthex is located at the side of the nave
:^.urich like a single tranceJt intercepting a crucifor- plan with
the altar to one Side and the ve-, s t0 the other. The pe:•)s have
painted white sides ,.71t_^. a dark stained oak seat and back{. The

sancr_uary is Centered on the main aisle and raised t':To risers

above the nave floor.
Town records show that anong the many Town activities

held at the C har)el ..:as a r mo_ial service in 1902 for the
assassinated PreSident t•11114 ar.l 'Mc-111inic':. The building, altho g:.
:.o:: ow.-ned b_,, tit= To-..:n, is usad ext-nns_vely for civic services.
The bell in. +-1nn tner 1S s --;_11 SOunaOe t0 3*?n;)L'_^.CP. C^R?'[+e?'cement

Of special To-,,;n events.

7. Kerr - Parsons Hol3se 
• 

4517..Clcr-or.t Place
Cons truct`✓d :.e;.: en 11,924 and 1926, this 1f C-hevy" house

is O----c of thirty- nin~- built and sold by i1ad(:u:.:, Farshall &
Cc:^canv, , Inc. of !•iashinq ton, D.C.  in Garrett Park. T hev :•;eye.
%:no':n as "Chcvv 11 houses bocause of the Ch.L-.,,rroLe:t u'ato!robilc
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7. DESCRIPTION, continued

which accompanied each. house for a small additional charge.
Furt.hcr incentive to the potential purchaser was a t~;•o-tube,
Atwater-lent radio.

Offered in three plans and styles, the Sylvan,- Roseland,
and Wfoodbi,_e, all v;ere compact and efficient cottages. • This
second generation of develop-ment in Garrett Park is represented

by ;:lacy well preserved examples, of which this is one.
The Parsons' residence, a Sylvan, is typical of the "Chevys"

in - its simply detailed facade and functional Dian. S:~-metrically
balance-d- about a front porch with an arched o-pening.in the pedi-
ment, this house is clad in German siding with corner and rake
board trim. The neo-classical influence of the Twenties is
detailed in the porch peaimented roof and square Doric columns
and trim.

The interior is e:.tremely efficient -iith only t:oen -y-four
square feet of hall space out of approximately 640 square feet
of floor. . Of particular interest in the "Chevy" houses v,-3--e
the :•turphy .fold-out beds and dining alcoves off the luring rooms.
Th: spaces far both are readily evident- in the Parson's neatly
papered living room.

8. i'alcott - _tielvi l le House. 11112 ::-nil~:'orth Avenue.
Constructed in 1592, this tv7o-story franc Victorian is one

of the best nreserved houses in tovrn. The facade and plan_ are
quite formal and not so irregular as the typical house built
by the _Metropolitan Investment and Building Company.

The three large and too smaller gables at the attic.are clac
! in wood shingles with a scalloped botto_n roar projecting over

a broad freize board which encircles the entire =louse. The
gables are accentuated by the shado%•r cast from the projecting
rakeboards and trim.

The second Boor is clad in narrow wood clapboard siding
%-ith corYerboa-- trim and is ringed with sip; over two dcuble-
hunrT windows and louvered shutters. The first floor is dc :ina-
ted by the porch with its hip roof with small u_ edim.ented gable
oVer the main entrance. The perch and first floor are el.eVated
five risers above the ground and decorated by a d--r:! green band
of lattice.

The interior of the house is decorated in an original 1390'
with i:-ainscots, chair rails and intricate natter,-94

v:a'_lnaner. Three of the fou_ original fireplaces reniain in
v;or:_ing order and retain their original mantels.

The staircase to the second floor has a very ornate bznnistc
the pic .ets being decorated with ornate roping. A center landin:;
allot..; the stair to turn back or. itself and is brightly lit by
th re?

The doors to the hs~drooms have glass transoms v:hich lend
aCld_ t=onal lighlL to -the second floor hail,.:ay.

r

GPO 121.126
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ACIIS SUHIiLUY F011U-1

1. :Name: Israel House •

2. Planning Area/Site Number: 30/13/2 3. M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: Map 21
Garrett Park HD Coordinate D-2

4. Address: 112014 Kenilworth Avenue
Garrett Park, Md.

5: Classification Summary ,

Category building
Ownership pr va e
Public Acquisition
Status occupied; workn progress
Accessible no
Present use private resIdence

Previous Survey Recording MN .Pp .
Title and Date: Historic Sites Inventc

1976
Federal State ,y County__,__Local

6. Date: 1891 7. Original Owner: Barbara Isarel

8. Apparent Condition

a. good b. altered C. original site

9. Description: This three bay by three bay, two and a half story frame hou:
has fieldstone foundations and putty-colored novelty siding. The house
faces northeast and has recently been enlarged to the southwest and modern
ized throughout. There are two-over-two double-hung windows. A shed dorm
extending the full length of the southwest elevation has been installed
with two large picture windows. The northeast (front) porch has a grace-
ful bowed roof with two columns.

10. Significance: Henry Copp in November 1886 formed the Metropolitan Invest
ment and Building Company of Montgomery County to acquire 500 acres of la:
and to subdivide it into "Garrett Park", twelve miles from Washington ale
the Metropolitan Branch of the B & 0 Railroad. The suburb was named for
Robert W. Garrett, president of the B & 0, and was platted in 1887. Copp
published a booklet in 1887 entitled "Garrett Park -- where it is and
What it Offers -- Information for Home-seekers and-'Investors", describin-
the beautiful site and the utilities and amenities he would provide. Pro-
fessor William Saunders, Superintendent of Grounds at the U.S. Agricultur
Department, provided suggestions for landscaping the area.

To this new subdivision in 1890 came Barbara Israel, of Washington,
D.C. She purchased three lots from the Metropolitan Investment and Build
Company, and a fourth from John Wetzler. Her newly-constructed house ap-
pears on a more detailed plat of Section, 1, Garrett Park, in 1891. The
Israel family lived in or rented the house until 1920, when Katharine C.
Israel sold the four lots and house to Albert E. Haan. The Haans owned
for a short time, as did Lilian and Guy Oyster, the Montgomery Mutual
Building and Loan Association, Inc., and Dudley Hill. The Hills lived t
for almost 20 years, and their children sold the property in two parcels

11. Rehearrchernand 
owners 

date 
researched: 

Eile
8. 

en 
are ZcGuckianextensively 

June 1979
the heusF

CandlRncd _ lsrcim 
gciu;?r,19' 

.,.

12. Comriler: Eileen McGuckian 13. Date Coin iled: 5l y79 14. Designatioi
Approval

15. Acreage: 40,978 sq. ft.



*RYLAND 'HISTORICAL TRUS* Garrett Park
Magi r

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

HISTORIC

Israel House
AND/OR COMMON

Hill/Avery House

%~ LOCA'T'ION
STREET & NUMBER

11204 Kenilworth Avenue
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

+ Garrett Park VICINITY OF v

STATE

~, lain, 

M—MCLASC-I ICATION

COUNTY

Pdont-ome

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC XOCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM

X..BUILDINGIS) &PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL _PARK

_STRUCTURE _BOTH X WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION

XNO _MILITARY _OTHER:

OWNiR OFPROPERTY

NAME

William H. & Alice Avery Telephone 1: Unlisted
STREET & NUMBER

11204 Kenilworth Avenue
CITY, TOWN STATE / zip Code

t;t- Park _ VICINITY OF

LOCATION OF UE GAL DESCRIPTION Liher 5245
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 125
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. i 1ontgome ry County Courthouse
STREET & INUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE

R o c k v -111 e M;? r7,7'1 n rd

~'.~~2i:71 EL~L101i1 ~~J Ir~~Lill~i'B~1V'L SU'LOXVEYS

TITLE

rOICPPC Inventory of Historical Sites
DATE

~976 _FEDERAL STATE COUNTY _LOCAL_

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEY RECORDS 
Par!: Historian l s Office

CITY, TOWN STATE

Derwood Marylond 208 ,



1': DE"ECI IPTION 0

_EXCELLENT

X-GOOD

_FAIR

CONDITION

_DETERIORATED

_RUINS

_UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE

_UNALTERED

X-A LTER ED

CHECK ONE

X-ORIGINAL SITE

_MOVED DATE

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This three -bay by three bay, two and a half story frame house
faces northeast.

Built on fieldstone foundations, it has putty-colored novelty
siding. The northeast (front) porch has four.circular brick steps.
Two columns support the bowed porch with a flat roof enclosed by

a railing with turned balusters. The northeast door is glass and
wooden paneled and is surmounted by a transom light. There is a
gabled 'hood with wooden angle braces on the southeast elevation.
The southeast door is a multi-paned glass door. A similar multi-pared
glass door is on the northwest elevation.

The house has been enlarged by a two story addition to the
southwest elevation.

The house has tyro-over-two double-hung windows flanked by black
wooden louvered shutters. In the northwest and southeast gables there
are two small square attached windows with single panes of glass in
each. On the southwest elevation the gable roof has been o-oened up to
install a single shed dormer which extends the entire length of that
elevation. There are two large fixed-light picture windows in this
dormer; each picture window is flanked by two narrow windows.

The gablj roof is covered by black asbestos shingles and there
are two interior ch-JImneys at the northwest and southeast elevations.
There is one e::terior end chL ney on the southwest addition. This is
sheathed in novelty siding and has a metal smoke stack. .

The northeast front door opens into a central hall. To the
northwest is the dining room and to the southeast is the living room.
The hall opens into the kitchen and southeast of the kitchen is the
family room.

The stairway ascends from northeast to southwest. This is an
open string single run stairway with a massive carved oak newel pcst
and oak turned balusters. The house has been entirely modernized
and the original plaster walls and ceilings have been replaced by
wallboard. There is random width flooring but this was added during
the early 1970s. The original wooden paneled doors have been replaced
by paneled hollow core, masonite board doors. The dining room has
chair rail and both the living and dining rooms ha-re crown molding.
The fireplace in the living room is set at an angle bet•rreen the south-
east el:terior :nail and the southwest interior wall.

CONM7NUE ON SEPARATE SKEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD

_PREHISTORIC

_1400.1499

_1500.1599

_1600.1699

_1700.1799

X1800.1899

_1900- _

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

-ARCH EOLUGY- PRE HISTORIC

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC

-AGRICULTURE

-ARCHITECTURE

_,ART

_COMMERCE

_COMMUNICATIONS

}„'COMMUNITY PLANNING

_CONSERVATION

_ECONOMICS

_EDUCATION

-ENGINEERING

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

_INDUSTRY

_INVENTION +

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

_.LAW

_LITERATURE

_MILITARY

_MUSIC

-.PHILOSOPHY

-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

_RELIGION

-SCIENCE

_SCULPTURE

-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

_THEATER

_TRANSPORTATION

ETHER SP IFY1
Local history

SPECIFIC DATES 1891. BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Henry Copp in November 1886 formed the Metropolitan Investment and
Building Company of Montgomery County to acquire 500 acres of land and
to subdivide it'into "Garrett Park", twelve miles from Washington along
the I,1etropolitan Branch of the B & 0 Railroad. The suburb was named
for Robert I.I. Garrett, president of the B & O land was platted in 1887.
Copp published a booklet in 1887 entitled "Garrett Park -- tdhere it is
and dhat it Offers -- Information for Home-Seekers and Investors",
describing the beautiful site and the utilities and ame:Lties he would
provide. Professor William Saunders, Superintendent of Grounds at the
U.S. lAgriculture Department, provided suggestions for landscaping the
area.

To this new subdivision in 1890 care Barbara Israel, of Washington.
D. C. She purchased three lots from the Metrcpolitan Investment and
Building Company, and a fourth from John :~letzler. Her-newly-constructed-
house

er newly-constructed..
house appears on a more detailed plat of Section 1, Garret Park, in 1891.=
The Israel family lived in or rented the house until 1920 when. Katharine
C. Israel sold the four lots and house to Albert ". Haan. The Haans ovine
it for a short time, as did Lilian and Guy Oyster, the Montgomery ""utual
Building and Loan Association, Inc. , and Dudley ?-sill. The :-fills lived
there for almost 20 years, and their children sold. the property in trio
parcels to the present owners in 1977-78. They are extensively renova.ti.n
the house.

FOOTI`IO=t, S
1 , Garrett Park, A History of the Town from its Ber7inni nas

to 1970, Town of Garrett Parr, 1974.
2 Land Records of Montgomery County, I;;aryland, JA 19/169 (June 4, 189o);

JA 27/241 (June 24, 1891); JA 27/307 (June 27, 1891).
3 Ibid., Plat A/26.
4 Ibid., 292/82 (:;arch 29, 1920).

CONTINUE ON SEPTULRATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



:` MAJOR E13LI®GRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Land Records of Montgomery County, Maryland.
Garrett Park, A History of the Town from its Beginni

to 1970,  Town of Garrett Park, 1974.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHRET I: NECESSARY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 40 ► 978 sauare feet

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lots 41,42,43 0 44 in section 102, "Garrett Park", as per plat A 14.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

:3 P01ARM PREPARED BY - -
NAME / TITLE

Eileen 1"cGuck;an Candy Reed - Arch. Description
ORGANIZATION.._ _ - "' DATE 

...

Suzarloaf ?ezioral Trails June 1979
STREET& NUMBER i' r '• -.TELEPHONE

)7 926-4510
CITY OR TOWN STATE.

Dickerson Maryland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record ;purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8787 Georgia Avenue - Silver Spring, Maryland 20907

FROM: Subdivision Office - M-

NAME : jff M e_ t { . , Pak k_

FILE NO.: 6 —! 1 0 66

Enclosed please find the information checked below. This
material will be discussed at t e,Subdivision Review Committee
Meeting of 19 (no meeting scheduled if
blank) .

New preliminary plan application with supporting
material as appropriate

Supporting material for previously reviewed prelim-
inary plan

Revised preliminary plan drawing

New pre-preliminary plan application

P kA'k j MJ zo 974
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