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BRANCHES ETC., INC.
ARBORICULTURE - FORESTRY CONSULTING

Memberof: Maryland Arborlst Association - Notional Arborlst Assocloton

LondscoRe Contractors Associatton - Mtemationai Socletyof Arboriculture - Community Association institute

r MM-Atldnflc Assodaffon of Goff Course Superintendents - Amerlcar) Society of LondsCope Architects

September 11, 1995
1 .

Mr. Alan Abrams
808 Aspen St., N.W.
W ashington, D. C. 20012

Dear Alan:

Based on our suvey of three oaks at your building site on Baltimore Avenue, Takoma
Park, I offer the following observations and recommendations:. .

r

1.). Directly in front of the building site is a 23" caliper white oak (Quercus albs)
which is in excellent shape. Based on our discussions on the addition of a flagstone
walkway and a "gravel pave" driveway I do not see any deleterious impacts to this tree
from the proposed construction plans. Your plan to add 4" of wood chips and crushed
stone on this construction entrance is an excellent protection against compaction.

2.) To the left of the white oak is a 29.5" caliper Southern red oak (Quercus falcata)
which is also in good to excellent health. My only concern here is with the installation of
utility lines. We walked the path of the utility line installation and I feel that they are far
enough from the trees in order to minimize construction stresses. There will be some

' stress from severing the feeder roots, however, with proper root pruning procedures the
roots will regenerate.

3.) The last tree which we surveyed is a 33" red oak (Quercus rubra) which is in fair
to good condition. Recently, a large limn broke from the tree and left a stub. This stub
should be cut back to the proper location and the torn bark should be bark traced to
encourage the establishment of callus formation. I also recommend deadwood removal at
the same time. Finally, I recommend a deep root fertilization this fall once we have
received some rain fall and the soil contains more moisture.

This tree is exhibiting some signs of weakness in the form of deadwood, thinning
crown and the loss of the large leader noted above. And, although I feel that your
precautions and limited construction impact will not critically impact this tree, it is
important to note that the tree is already somewhat stressed due to other environmental
factors.

7406 Cedar Avenue 9 Takoma Park, Maryland 20912 • MD (301) 589-61.81 • VA (703)243-8509

I hope that these .observations and recommendations are helpful in ensuring the long-term
survival of these oaks. Please feel free to call me if you require more information or
clarification of any item discussed.

Sincerely, }

Keith C. Pitchford
Certified Arborist
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 7410 Baltimore Avenue

Resource: Takoma Park Historic District

Case Number: 37/3-94DD (REVISION OF
APPROVED HAWP)

Public Notice: 8/30/95

Applicant: Alan Abrams

PROPOSAL: New house construction

BACKGROUND

Meeting Date: 09/13/95

HAWP: New Construction

Tax Credit: None

Report Date: 09/06/95

Staff: Patricia Parker

RECOMMEND: Approval with
conditions

This HAWP submission follows a preliminary discussion of this proposal by the HPC
to construct a new house at 7410 Baltimore Avenue on June 21, 1995 (Staff Report of June
14, 1995 attached). At that meeting, several changes were suggested to the applicant prior to
his submission for HAWP approval. The applicant has made these changes and now comes
forward with a revised HAWP application.

The new house would be constructed on an unimproved. lot in the Takoma Park
Historic District. Adjacent to the subject property are two-story Four Square houses; opposite
the property are one and two-story houses.

The property contains a 28" White Oak tree and several other cherry trees. None of
these trees will be removed as a result of new construction.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The revisions made to the proposal as reviewed by the Historic Preservation Commis-
sion on June 21, 1995 are as follows:

1) The driveway in the front yard has been relocated to the opposite side of the site,
closer to Lot 1.6. Lot 16 is unimproved. This revision was made in an effort to fully
protect the 28" white oak tree and important tree specimens on the adjacent proper-
ties. Staff recommends approval.

2) An external chimney was part of the earlier proposal. This chimney has been
deleted. The fireplace will be gas with direct venting to the outside.

The location of the fireplace within a proposed bay in the earlier proposal enlarged
the footprint and the mass of the house. The re-design of the fireplace to be internal
ducting to an outside wall decreases the volume. Staff recommends approval.

U
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3) Windows at the second floor have been lowered and the height of the frieze board
has been increased. This suggestion was by by HPC Commissioners during the
preliminary discussion of the proposal. The applicant has revised the drawings to
reflect this detail. Staff recommends approval.

4) Window trim is now 5" in width.

5) A retaining wall will be constructed at the rear of the house to allow for a
reduction in grade on this elevation.

The applicant continues to propose using cedar shingles for cladding. Staff had
suggested a material that would give a more fluid appearance (possibly wood clapboard). One
Commissioner did not find the applicant's proposal to use cedar shingles problematic and
several other Commissioners felt that either material could be used.

Staff now feels that other changes made to the elevations allow the use of a segmented
material. Staff does not find the use of cedar to be problematic and recommends approval.

All other details of the proposal remain unchanged. Staff feels that the revised
proposal to build a 28' wide by 41'-8" long house with 4' projecting bays at the front and
rear should be approved by the HPC.

Although the structure would be a substantial increase in mass within the Takoma
Park Historic District and the streetscape in particular, the house, as proposed, would be
compatible in scale and massing and could become a comfortable part of the streetscape and
an appropriate component within the Takoma Historic District.

Staff feels that the revisions allow for differentiation of the volume on the side and
rear elevations. The Takoma Park Guidelines require the HPC in its review to consider
issues of rhythm, roof pitch, patterns of height, massing, side and frontyard setbacks along
the streetscape. Further the guidelines state that the HPC should consider patterns of open
space and the conservation of important tree specimens. The HPC should also consider the
quality of materials proposed. During the preliminary consultation, all of these issues were
discussed and the applicant was advised to make changes to certain details. The applicant has
made these changes.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION .

Therefore, staff recommends that the Commission find the proposal consistent with
the purposes of Chapter 24A, particularly 24A-8(b)l:

The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site, or
historic resource within an historic district.

and with Standard #2:

The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of
historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall
be avoided.

and with the guidelines for review of new construction found in the Takoma Park Guidelines,

and with the following conditions:
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1. Appropriate tree protection measures will be used during construction to protect the
white oak tree on the lot and trees on adjacent lots.

2. DEP, Field Services Office, shall be contacted to inspect the project five days prior
to commencement of work and within two weeks following completion of work.

C



Alan Abrams
808 Aspen Street, NW
Washington, DC 20012

202.291.1425 fax 202.291.6772

August 10, 1995
Ms. Patricia Parker
Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission
8787 Georgia Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Re: 7410 Baltimore Avenue/ Case Number: 37/3-94 (Revision of Approved HAWP)

Dear Ms. Parker:

Pursuant to our Preliminary Consultation on June 21, 1995, and our meeting of
August 9, 1995, it is requested that this application be considered for a Historic Area
Work Permit during the next available agenda of the Commission.

Once again, thank you for your constructive advice at our last meeting.

cer ,

Alan Abrams

H" -



Alan Abrams
808 Aspen Street NW WDC 20012

THE WHIPPOORWILL
Proposed Dwelling, 7410 Baltimore Avenue, Takoma Park

Scale and Massing: Current Design

The proposed dwelling is sited along a sweeping arc of 5 existing 4-square houses,
ranginging from approximately 26' wide to 35' wide.

Current design is offset to the minimum side yard setback towards Lot 16 (vacant).
Because the house on Lot 17 encroaches on Lot 16, it is likely that Lot 16 will remain

vacant.

Massing of front elevation is divided vertically by projecting porch and bay above.

Main block is 28' wide at front elevation. House to left is 26'-5"; house to right is
30'-7", thus subject house is less than the average of the two adjacent houses.

Roof pitch is gentle (7/12) to minimize bulk.

Eave line is dropped 1'-4" below second floor ceiling elevation to diminish mass of

main block.

Staff Remarks

With regard to staff concerns that the proposed design should be reduced in apparent
scale, I offer the following suggestions:

Relocate the projecting chimney to the interior of the house. C44tNNE;y R4S

Lower second floor windows and increase the heightf the frieze board.

Widen the window trim to 5", mull double windows 5" vertically.!/'

Construct a retaining wall at right rear of house to depress the foundation 8-12"

( y OF-7 >~V~~ W~ P4A 
~J)Staff suggestion to substitute clapboard for shingles is well t en; regardless, it is

important that the cladding be uniform. It is still my preference to use cedar shingles.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 7410 Baltimore Avenue Meeting Date: 06/21/95

Resource: Takoma Park Historic District Preliminary Consultation

Case Number: 37/3-94DD(REVISION OF
APPROVED HAWP)

Public Notice: 6/07/95

Applicant: Alan Abrams

PROPOSAL:-New house construction

Tax Credit: None

Report Date: 06/14/95

Staff: Patricia Parker

RECOMMEND: Proceed to
HAWP with revisions

The applicants propose to construct a new house on an
unimproved lot in the Takoma Park Historic District. The lot is
currently in use as a side garden. The houses on either side of
the subject property are two-story Four Square houses, both
contributing resources within the Takoma Park Historic District.
Across the street are one and two-story houses.

The property does contain a healthy 28" White Oak tree in
the front yard and a cluster of large cherry trees along the side
yard. None of these trees will be removed. As proposed in the
previously approved HAWP, smaller specimen ornamental.trees will
be relocated on this lot or adjacent lots.

A proposal for this site was reviewed by the HPC in August,
1994. At that time, the HPC approved the HAWP submission by this
applicant. Subsequently, the applicant has decided, for economic
reasons, to explore with the HPC a revised proposal. This propos-
al presents a substantial increase in massing. Although,: smaller
in footprint, this.proposal, as revised, seeks:HPC approval of a
full two-story house, 2500 square feet over two fioors,• with
external stucco ch=imney and. front porch. The 28' wide x:421 deep
house with side and rear bays, is designed in the style of a
Four-Square. It'is narrower than the earlier submission (copy of
Staff Report and earlier submission attached-pages 13-30) but its
siting and setbacks are unchanged.

The issue before the HPC is whether a substantial increase
in massing is'compatible and can become a comfortable part of the
streetscape.within the Takoma Park Historic District and consis-
tent with the guidelines established for the district. After
meeting with the applicant at the site, staff finds the revised
proposal to be appropriate for the streetscape in particular and
compatible within the district as a whole.

W
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However, staff does recommend differentiation of the volume
on the side elevations. This would serve to decrease the amount
of mass. The house, as proposed, will be somewhat large, but may
be acceptable if differentiated. The HPC, in the review and
approval of other HAWP proposals, has consistently sought to
decrease the amount of mass. Thereby, preserving more open space
within the historic district.

Staff does feel that the best material for exterior wall
surfaces would be to use stucco as presented in the earlier.
proposal. If the use of stucco is economically prohibitive, staff
would suggest the use of horizontal painted wood clapboard. Staff
finds the proposal to be fairly traditional in form and scale.

Because this proposal is.sited similarly. to the earlier
submission, there are no further issues of tree or site distur-
bance. The applicant will keep and protect the 28" White Oak tree
in the front yard. In addition to tree protection measures being
used during construction,_ the root system of the tree will be
protected through careful flagstone walk construction and by
making the porch of light wood construction.

The Takoma Park Guidelines require the HPC in its review of
the submission to consider rhythm, roof pitch and patterns of
height, massing, sideyard and frontyard setbacks along the
streetscape. Further that the HPC should consider patterns of
open space, the conservation of important tree specimens and
spacing between houses. The HPC should also consider the quality
of materials in use for detailing and overall fenestration.

Staff is pleased that the applicants have chosen to infor-
mally discuss such significant change to an earlier approved
HAWP. New construction within a historic district is an extremely
important issue.

Staff would recommend that the applicant proceed to -'HAWP
submission with further differentiation of the mass and articula-
tion of form. The applicant should submit dimensioned drawings of
sufficient detail including proposed materials.
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Alan Abrams €
808 Aspen Street, NW
Washington, QC 20012 i

202.291.1425 tax€ 202.291.6772
r f

June 7, 1995 I
i €

Ms. Pat Parker i
Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission
8787 Geor'8ia Avenue i
Silver Spring, MD 20910

i
RE: 7410 Baltimore Avenue, Takoma Park, MD €

Dear Ms. Parker:

As discussed In the field yesterday afternoon, this Is to request that ou( revised
proposal be submitted to the Commission for preliminary comments and discussion
during th blic hearing of June 20, 1995 i

irfcer I ! '

Alan Abr I

i

i
, I !

r r

~ 1

r
i / !

i

rr

t 

!
i
1

f!
t

f

r

1

i f



6

. f••

y 111111

! _
• ~ ;.~ ,

lai

yrr ~*{r Q~ ~ 
`•.~i

y
~4

Li



0

IN

A



"..~ jJoli~►^~ r+,J.-won ..  ,

-F ., , 
•~ 1 

* 

f

t1 ~r1 r

■ ~7rt~vy. •shy oy~L 
jj~f~~' 

~ '^ ~'In~Mi ..

I. 1 I I 1
.l a I i. 11 I~ [ ~ 11(1i I~ I ..r,•,~~~ jIr?n

I I _1.11,._ .

"Vio got,

ti'~4NIN8 !i~►9~9.ii1~ 
..



e



yp'~' 

i 

~
a 

~ ~ ..vw ̂n.yy 

-~„~,,,r~ , .. .

. , .. 
. x

.+, .~

.. ~ i 
►. 
'

.~~5.



L~



i

I p•Z .1? _ ?~L=.B ~,6a .0/;4 0~ .ilGo-L ;+,~o_L .o_

z d ro. o

I

Do

tp
?:n-z 4r01-2.

•8 I 



IN

1~ .. 1

S 
1(YAG

0 I

CPA



k%

t 
el Z. ef.J

r



7416 Baltimore Avenue
Looking west.

7408 Baltimore Avenue
Looking to the west-north-
west. Lot 17 is to the right,
.in. the right center of the. _
photogr ph;

.7411 (left) & 7409 (right)
Baltimore Avenue
Looking east, viewed from
the north property line of ~,



Lot 17, Baltimore Avenue Looking west.
7408 is to the left; 7416 to the right. The southern
boundary of Lot 16 is in line with the mailbox.
All major trees to ermain undisturbed.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION.COMMISSION STAFF REPORT..

Address: 7410.Baltimore Avenue Meeting Date: 8/17/94

Resource: Takoma Park Historic District Review:HAWP/Alteration

Case Number: 37/3-94DD Tax Credit: No

Public Notice: 8/3/94 Report Date: 8/10/94

Applicant: Alan Abrams & Lynne Motley Staff: Nancy Witherell

PROPOSAL: New house construction RECOMMEND: Approve

The applicants propose constructing anew home-on a lot:now-used..
as a side garden.':The'houses'on either side are.two-story Four
Square houses. Across the street are one- and two-story houses.
The yard has one'. large tree at the front, a healthy'Z8" White Oak
tree in the front yard that would be retained. A cluster of
large cherry trees straddling the side yard line behind the
proposed house would not be disturbed.. Smaller ornamental'trees
will be relocated on this lot or adjacent lots.

The proposed house is a Craftsman-style house, two stories in
height and narrow in width, with a one-story side-,wing. ease

will bring revised. drawings to the meetingl. - All other.,.-details
are unchanged: Wooden sash windows will.be used: The'houseais`
aligned-.:with the adjacent houses land will have a front porch' as
they do. A concrete driveway and curb cut will be made at the,
far left of the lot. (Concrete driveways are typical for the
neighborhood.) The house meets sideyard setbacks.on both-sides.
(The stoop and ramp on the north side are allowed to-fall•within
the setback.)

In order- -to-  spare.'the ; White' Oak;- .'the , front path will be f lags- tone.
. -laid . on' grade ,and the front; porch will I be' of .li ht: construction,
wood with ~iers.p A;'line marking the limit of.d sturbance=is
shown on.the site plan. Mr. Abrams has experience--with''new house
construction on wooded lots and his intention is to -treat the
tree so that it will survive.

The house -has a one-story-section on the left side with.a propro-
jecting'-bay'.. The house - is fairly traditional in- form and scale,,..;-
and would be compatible with the character of the historic hous-
ing stock in the immediate neighborhood as well &i;,--with the
historic district,as a whole.

The guidelines for review of new construction in-the Takoma Park
Historic District require the Commission to review the project as

W



it would affect file character of the adiacen,(=historic nroberties
and the streetscape. Somee'of the character-defining,elements
referred`to in the amendment include:

o rhythm of houses along the street, including patterns.of
height, massing, side and front setbacks, and roof pitch

o patterns of open space/landscaping and building coverage,
including ample front and back yards, spacing between houses,
preservation of important mature trees, etc.

o covered porches on the front or main facades

o patterns of openings in facades, especially doors and.win-
dows, which provide a sense of residential scale and rhythm along
the street.

o high degree of building craftmanship, as expressed in de-„
tailing -and use of materials

0 orientation of driveways and parking areas to the rear,and
side of buildings

It is the staff's judgment that the applicants' proposed home is
well designed for this particular site among other historic
houses and for the street. The curb cut-and driveway at the left
side of the lot are not intrusive and the general character of
the street is one of mature trees both near•the sidewalk and.in
the front and side yards. The use'of stucco.is consistent with
other houses in the area. The house is sited, and measures will
be taken, to preserve the white oak tree in the front,yard.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The staff recommends that the Commission find the proposal con-
sistent with the purposes of Chapter 24A, particularly 24A-S(bjl:

The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior
features of an historic site, or historic resource_within an.

'historic_'district; -.

and with . Standard 42:-s

The historic character of a property shall be retained.-and *
preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration
of features and.spaces that characterize a property shall be
avoided.

and with.the guidelines for the review of new construction found
in the amendment designating the Takoma Park Historic District.

and provided the applicant arrange for a field inspection by
calling the Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP), Field Services Office, five days prior to commence-
ment of work and within two weeks following completion of work.

W1
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SUPPL IAI APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC AL '.WORK PERMIT
REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS .

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

a. Description of existing structures) and - environmental, setting,
including their historical features and significance:

b. General description of project.-,and its. Ampact on. the :.historic
resource(s), the environmental-., setting, and,,, where : apPI 

i cable-, . the
historic district:

a

—1-



2. StatMat of Prc

Short, written statement that describes:

a.. the proposed design of the' new work, in 'terms of .scale,- 'mass ing,
materials, details, and landscaping:

b. the relationship of this design to -the existing resource(s):

c. the way in which the proposed work conforms to the specific
requirements of the Ordinance (Chapter.24A)i

3. PmJect Plan:

Site. and environmental setting, drawn to scale (staff will advise on
area required). Plan to include:

a. the scale, north arrow,, and date; 
J.

b. dimensions and heights'of all existing and proposed structures;,

-;....'brief 
'

e..•.'brief. 'description and • age. of all structures (e.g., '.2 :story,. frame
house c,1900); '

d. grading at no less than V contours (contour maps can be ,obtained
from the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning -Commission,
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring; telephone 495-4610); and .

e. site features such as .walks, drives, fences, ponds,: streams;ash
dumpsters, mechanical equipment, and landscapin 

; tr
g.

4. Tree Survey: If applicable, tree survey indicating location, caliper
and species of all trees within project area which are V in caliper or
larger (including those to be,removed).

-2-
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5.

6.

FeiDesion `.'•schematic construction .pl <-%; 1rawn . to scale at 1/8"
•l!-0", or 1/4",• :1'-0"," vindicating locition,1' size -,and general, type of
walls,-Window and door -open.ngs,•roof profiles, .and other fixed .features -
of both the existing'resource(s),ind the proposed Mork.

Facades: Elevation. drawings, "drawn :to scale it 1/8" • 11009 or 1%4" •
1'0", clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing
construction and, when appropriate, context. All materials and fixtures
proposed for exterior must be noted on. the elevations drawings. An

7. -Materials Soecificitions: General. description of -materials and
manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the_work of:the..project.

S. photos of Resources: Clearly labeled color photographic prints of
each facade of existing resource, including details of the' affected
portions. All labels should be placed oa the'front of photographs.

9. .Photos of Context: Clearly. labeled 'color .photographic prints-.'of the
resource as*viewed -from the public: ̀right-of-way and.•from -adjoining
properties, and of the adjoining and facing,properties.-

Color renderings and models are encouraged, but not generally required.

Applicant shall submit 2 copies of ill materials in a format'no larger
than 8 1/2" x 140; black and white photocopies of color photos are acceptable
with the submission of-one original photo.

10. Addresses of Adjacent Pronertv.Owners. For All projects, provide_an
accurate list of adjacent -and confronting property owners (not,~tenants),
including names, addresses, -̀and'zip:`codes. - This.•1lit should include the
owners of all 'lots or pircels-which'adjoin•.the parcel in :question, as
well as the owner(s) of lot(s) or- parcels) which lie directly across
the street/highway from the parcel in question. If you need -assistance
obtaining this information, call the Department of Assessments and
Taxation, at 279-1355.

1. Name ~yQ/tly~y~ — L v T !'7' ~~oc,t 7 S k

'lc Address  &oT 2-;t- 1
City/Zip.. 

~R k.41t~ eK A8

2. Name 161/.5ro tj tia T 21 SAJcr_ 7

Address. 5al A-94AJ y jaV6A)de
R

City/Zip —rA tg, 'i AK. &D' o*1091a,

-3-
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.

-

address

City/Zip ~fi•KOi'!/ K 1 D -'aOy`jz

4. Name O, i2T Ld. C - A<47-L

Address 740 9 H~TlM?~ /~v'E~dE T S ~cocK '?'9

"City/7.ip! R-9oAi A

S. Name

l~•t- 3 e X l000 L or G =' coc i s -T
Address

v1~- V,4as ~~ C: Jr ,~4~r. ,~vE~City/zip .

6. Name. ,vA"T
:74~ /,0 TAddress

City/zip

7. Name

Address

city/zip

8. Name

Address

City/zip

.1757E
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 7410 Baltimore Avenue

Resource: Takoma Park Historic District

Case Number: 37/3-94DD (REVISION OF
APPROVED HAWP)

Public Notice: 8/30/95

Applicant: Alan Abrams

PROPOSAL: New house construction

BACKGROUND

Meeting Date: 09/13/95

HAWP: New Construction

Tax Credit: None

Report Date: 09/06/95

Staff: Patricia Parker

RECOMMEND: Approval with
conditions

This HAWP submission follows a preliminary discussion of this proposal by the HPC
to construct a new house at 7410 Baltimore Avenue on June 21, 1995 (Staff Report of June
14, 1995 attached). At that meeting, several changes were suggested to the applicant prior to
his submission for HAWP approval. The applicant has made these changes and now comes
forward with a revised HAWP application.

The new house would be constructed on an unimproved lot in the Takoma Park
Historic District. Adjacent to the subject property are two-story Four Square houses; opposite
the property are one and two-story houses.

The property contains a 28" White Oak tree and several other cherry trees. None of
these trees will be removed as a result of new construction.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The revisions made to the proposal as reviewed by the Historic Preservation Commis-
sion on June 21, 1995 are as follows:

1) The driveway in the front yard has been relocated to the opposite side of the site,
closer to Lot 16. Lot 16 is unimproved. This revision was made in an effort to fully
protect the 28" white oak tree and important tree specimens on the adjacent proper-
ties. Staff recommends approval.

2) Ad external chimney was part of the earlier proposal. This chimney has been
deleted. The fireplace will be gas with direct venting to the outside.

The location of the fireplace within a proposed bay in the earlier proposal enlarged
the footprint and the mass of the house. The re-design of the fireplace to be internal
ducting to an outside wall decreases the volume. Staff recommends approval.



•

3) Windows at the second floor have been lowered and the height of the frieze board
has been increased. This suggestion was by by HPC Commissioners during the
preliminary discussion of the proposal. The applicant has revised the drawings to
reflect this detail. Staff recommends approval.

4) Window trim is now 5" in width.

5) A retaining wall will be constructed at the rear of the house to allow for a
reduction in grade on this elevation.

The applicant continues to propose using cedar shingles for cladding. Staff had
suggested a material that would give a more fluid appearance (possibly wood clapboard). One
Commissioner did not find the applicant's proposal to use cedar shingles problematic and
several other Commissioners felt that either material could be used.

. Staff now feels that other changes made to the elevations allow the use of a segmented
material. Staff does not find the use of cedar to be problematic and recommends approval.

All other details of the proposal remain unchanged. Staff feels that the revised
proposal to build a 28' wide by 41'-8" long house with 4' projecting bays at the front and
rear should be approved by the HPC.

Although the structure would be a substantial increase in mass within the Takoma
Park Historic District and the streetscape in particular, the house, as proposed, would be
compatible in scale and massing and could become a comfortable part of the streetscape and
an appropriate component within the Takoma Historic District.

Staff feels that the revisions allow for differentiation of the volume on the side and
rear elevations. The Takoma Park Guidelines require the HPC in its review to consider
issues of rhythm, roof pitch, patterns of height, massing, side and frontyard setbacks along
the streetscape. Further the guidelines state that the HPC should consider patterns of open
space and the conservation of important tree specimens. The HPC should also consider the
quality of materials proposed. During the preliminary consultation, all of these issues were
discussed and the applicant was advised to make changes to certain details. The applicant has
made these changes.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Therefore, staff recommends that the Commission find the proposal consistent with
the purposes of Chapter 24A, particularly 24A-8(b)l:

The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site, or
historic resource within an historic district.

and with Standard #2:

The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of
historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall
be avoided.

and with the guidelines for review of new construction found in the Takoma Park Guidelines,

and with the following conditions:
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1. Appropriate tree protection measures will be used during construction to protect the
white oak tree on the lot and trees on adjacent lots.

2. DEP, Field Services Office, shall be contacted to inspect the project five days prior
to commencement of work and within two weeks following completion of work.

D



Alan Abrams
808 Aspen Street, NW
Washington, DC 20012

202.291.1425 fax 202.291.6772

August 10, 1995
Ms. Patricia Parker
Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission
8787 Georgia Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Re: 7410 Baltimore Avenue/ Case Number: 37/3-94 (Revision of Approved HAWP)

Dear Ms. Parker:

Pursuant to our Preliminary Consultation on June 21, 1995, and our meeting of
August 9, 1995, it is requested that this application be considered for a Historic Area
Work Permit during the next available agenda of the Commission.

Once again, thank you for your constructive advice at our last meeting.

cer ,

Alan Abrams

up



Alan Abrams
808 Aspen Street NW WDC 20012

THE WHIPPOORWILL
Proposed Dwelling, 7410 Baltimore Avenue, Takoma Park

Scale and Massing: Current Design

The proposed dwelling is sited along a sweeping arc of 5 existing 4-square houses,
ranginging from approximately 26' wide to 35' wide.

Current design is offset to the minimum side yard setback towards Lot 16 (vacant).
Because the house on Lot 17 encroaches on Lot 16, it is likely that Lot 16 will remain
vacant.

Massing of front elevation is divided vertically by projecting porch and bay above.

Main block is 28' wide at front elevation. House to left is 26'-5"; house to right is
30'-7", thus subject house is less than the average of the two adjacent houses.

Roof pitch is gentle (7/12) to minimize bulk

Eave line is dropped 1'-4" below second floor ceiling elevation to diminish mass of
main block.

Staff Remarks

With regard to staff concerns that the proposed design should be reduced in apparent
scale, I offer the following suggestions:

Relocate the projecting chimney to the interior of the house. G4(MN~:Y YAS
b&6, 0  .6E,

Lower second floor windows and increase the height f the frieze board. L—

Widen the window trim to 5", mull double windows 5" vertically.Ll-~'

Construct a retaining wall at right rear of house to depress the foundation 8-12"------

Staff suggestion to substitute clapboard for shingles is well t en; regardless, it is
important that the cladding be uniform. It is still my preference to use cedar shingles.

L-1-1



8

7

6

11 38
/ q 3T /1

12 LF

1
663 :

14

3
~ 15

.5

16B

2 4'
16 A 7 25 1  18

26 24

to

/ 12 7
36

6
13

J
~ 4

14 5

15 CLEVELAND

26 16 7 g 9

25 
6 i

2 _

lic ~jy~ 21 20 19 4

22 ~ 3
10 23 ~` 

 
2

24 PARK 2

27 ,

2 8'\

5

6

~— ~ 3

311

8~



'71 ***-w

r2~

s 4-i V

? IGHT FEBRUARY '1991
Maryland National. Capital

& Planning Commix-`tort _



O

kf:y

a/ C

I

~~ GeV/✓~

wvww- io' s/J 
y

?a 0
t

ov 
Onf{

4a Rw.ar.w* flat T 
7 >"

.. 

tt ~Yt ~Yr 

•'~

~.ral.r~rr~j.Yr~rr/~w

ar.r rr~rrrrr► ,

ily.~•~r1s 1 a~rr./.r ~rriii r}. wrr rr. /
•.w..rrrM.arr..Y' '

r YrrY Mw. rrrwlr..r4►Y./i. rw.

New. _

Plan;

4.
Nor Iw 16 Srr

~n~



WX



0

t
P—j of

i i 41w.w.. ar rw N

F

F

!P •V

a. I

♦.• ftrp. yeH i

a Y

•:Yq M iL

r~ y

ii

1'Ik •({. Wn



• C:

A•rVy•1{Iicly ~9bt0Y(J' S9hfY~elLb r t-~ ~ !~ ~ ~: ~. i• , ~~ i/ F• M~~.+ .

tf

pf

~"K +~i A•o ~,. — - J i v w ,.

i = w•., .. 
_.sr. ~h. 'i'~ slew S+M1 F.'vt e.f W'r Jw'.'ill

wb _ 1 .se. 
\' 

Ar•r..*:—_ - • _M_.. ..ry _i _cam 
%".\. A•eL.J E f .. i+."lir

11. - Krf~. M-t!✓ 
s.. 

._._-- `mil, FT•%AT r .

rri

vw

_ i K+.tr.oaw
ti w r•.~r.d

~ •~ - _,_l.a rl+p.• 4: ec ̀ —"  ~ Tw Y F:K 

r.4~, nn.s r ",V..

iY/t 1W.  /,~.~M 
— '~ 4.Crr.r. ~. .l .h►w1.1'r

~.~ 
Jr+M6~V ;y - W.t 

I.W.y/ •>rg.V~[ 
~ I `'^Iti^I~ R huv/nY

%~ Y~•.,. 4'N+. i In laaG+MlJr  /' / J.JY s.u.{ ii + /.

brrrJaf - WN'+as's M.►r .wc r.ary m.r+cs+w~ - ,.

V

3



tAro I ~

Tai -Y fu fi{A. Awu' 
1'

JL/'ifti

y-•I=d
1.loara G~.a•/.rw



I

9.urr E..6so,



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 7410 Baltimore Avenue Meeting Date: 06/21/95

Resource: Takoma Park Historic District Preliminary Consultation

Case Number: 37/3-94DD(REVISION OF
APPROVED HAWP)

Public Notice: 6/07/95

Applicant: Alan Abrams

PROPOSAL: New house construction

Tax Credit: None

Report Date: 06/14/95

Staff: Patricia Parker

RECOMMEND: Proceed to
HAWP with revisions

The applicants propose to construct a new house on an
unimproved lot in the Takoma Park Historic District. The lot is
currently in use as a side garden. The houses on either side of
the subject property are two-story Four Square houses, both
contributing resources within the Takoma Park Historic District.
Across the street are one and two-story houses.

The property does contain a healthy 28" White Oak tree in
the front yard and a cluster of large cherry trees along the side
yard. None of these trees will be removed. As proposed in the
previously approved HAWP, smaller specimen ornamental trees will
be relocated on this lot or adjacent lots.

A proposal for this site was reviewed by the HPC in August,
1994. At that time, the HPC approved the HAWP submission by this
applicant. Subsequently, the applicant has decided, for economic
reasons, to explore with the HPC a revised proposal. This propos-
al presents a substantial increase in massing. Although, smaller
in footprint, this. proposal, as revised, seeks HPC approval of a
full two-story house, 2500 square feet over two floors, With
external stucco chimney and front porch. The 28 ,1 wide x 42' deep
house with side and rear bays, is designed in the style of a
Four-Square. It is narrower than the earlier submission (copy of
Staff Report and earlier submission attached-pages 13-30) but its
siting and setbacks are unchanged.

The issue before the HPC is whether a substantial increase
in massing is compatible and can become a comfortable part of the
streetscape within the Takoma Park Historic District and consis-
tent with the guidelines established for the district. After
meeting with the applicant at the site, staff finds the revised
proposal to be appropriate for the streetscape in particular and
compatible within the district as a whole.



However, staff does recommend differentiation of the volume
on the side elevations. This would serve to decrease the amount
of mass. The house, as proposed, will be somewhat large, but may
be acceptable if differentiated. The HPC, in the review and
approval of other HAWP proposals, has consistently sought to
decrease the amount of mass. Thereby, preserving more open space
within the historic district. ,

Staff does feel that the best material for exterior wall
surfaces would be to use stucco as presented in the earlier
proposal. If the use of stucco is economically prohibitive, staff
would suggest the use of horizontal painted wood clapboard. Staff
finds the proposal to be fairly traditional in form and scale.

Because this proposal is sited similarly to the earlier
submission, there are no further issues of tree or site distur-
bance. The applicant will keep and protect the 2811 White Oaktree
in the front yard. In addition to tree protection measures being
used during construction, the root system of the tree will be
protected through careful flagstone walk construction and by
making the porch of light wood construction.

The Takoma Park Guidelines require the HPC in its review of
the submission to consider rhythm, roof pitch and patterns of
height, massing, sideyard and frontyard setbacks along the
streetscape. Further that the HPC should consider patterns of
open space, the conservation of important tree specimens and
spacing between houses. The HPC should also consider the quality
of materials in use for detailing and overall fenestration.

O ;P__ ea M

Staff is pleased that the applicants have chosen to infor-
mally discuss such significant change to an earlier approved
HAWP. New construction within a historic district is an extremely
important issue.

Staff would recommend that the applicant proceed to'HAWP,
submission with further differentiation of the mass and articula-
tion of form. The applicant should submit dimensioned drawings of
sufficient detail including proposed materials.
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Alan *ams !
808 Aspen Street, NW
Washington, QC 20012 i

202.291.1425 fax 202.291.6772
r

June 7, 1995 {
` - I

Ms. Pat Parker i
i

Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission i
8787 Georgia Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910

i

E
R5: 7410 Baltimore Avenue, Takoma Park, IVID

Dear Ms. Parker: t

As discussed In the field yesterday afternaon, this Is to request that out revised
proposal be submitted to the Commission for preliminary comments and discussion
during th blic hearing of June 20, 1995'

irfcer ! '
i

Alan Abr 1s
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7416 Baltimore Avenue
Looking west.

lore Avenue
;he west-north-
F is to the right,
;enter of the

k 7409 (right)
ILvenue
t, viewed from
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Lot 17, Baltimore Avenue Looking west.
7408 is to the left; 7416 to the right. The southern
boundary of Lot 16 is in line with the mailbox.
All major trees to ermain undisturbed.



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 7410 Baltimore Avenue Meeting Date: 8/17/94

Resource: Takoma Park Historic District Review:HAWP/Alteration

Case Number: 37/3-94DD

Public Notice: 8/3/94

Applicant: Alan Abrams & Lynne Motley

PROPOSAL: New house construction

Tax Credit: No

Report Date: 8/10/94

Staff: Nancy Witherell

RECOMMEND: Approve

The. applicants propose constructing a new home on a lot now used.
as a side garden. The houses on either side are two-story Four
Square houses. Across the street are one- and two-story houses.
The yard has one. large tree at the front, a healthy 28" White Oak
tree in the front yard that would be retained. A cluster of
large cherry trees straddling the side yard line behind the
proposed house would not be disturbed. Smaller ornamental -trees
will be relocated on this lot or adjacent lots.

The proposed house is a Craftsman-style house, two stories in
height and narrow in width, with a one-story side wing. Plea

will bring revised drawings to the meeting). All other details
are unchanged. Wooden sash windows will be used. The house 'is
aligned with the adjacent houses and will have a front porch as
they do. A concrete driveway and curb cut will be made at the
far left of the lot. (Concrete driveways are typical for the
neighborhood.) The house meets sideyard setbacks on both sides.
(The stoop and ramp on the north side are allowed to fall within
the setback.)

In order to spare'the,White'Oak; the front path will. be flagstone ,
laid on grade and the front -'porch will be' .of light construction, ~.,-.
wood with piers. A dine marking the limit of disturbance is
shown on the site plan. Mr. Abrams has experience with new house
construction on wooded lots and his intention is to treat the
tree so that it will survive.

The house has a one-story section on the left side with a pro-
jecting bay`. The house is fairly traditional in form and scale,,
and would be compatible with the character of the historic hous-
ing stock in the immediate neighborhood as well as with the
historic district as a whole.

The guidelines for review of new construction in the Takoma Park
Historic District require the Commission to review the project as



it would affect tine character of the adjacent historic properties,:...
and the streetscape. Some 'of the ::character-defining, elements
referred to in the amendment include:

o rhythm of houses along the street, including patterns of
height, massing, side and front setbacks, and roof pitch

o patterns of open space/landscaping and building coverage,
including ample front and back yards, spacing between houses,
preservation of important mature trees, etc.

o covered porches on the front or main facades

o patterns of openings in facades, especially doors and win-
dows, which provide a sense of residential scale and rhythm along
the street

o high degree of building craftmanship, as expressed in de-
tailing and use of materials

0 orientation of driveways and parking areas to the rear and
side of buildings

It is the staff's judgment that the applicants' proposed home is
well designed for this particular site among other historic
houses and for the street. The curb cut•and driveway at the left
side of the lot are not intrusive and the general character of
the street is one of mature trees both near the sidewalk and in
the front and side yards. The use of stucco.is consistent with
other houses in the area. The house is sited, and measures will
be taken, to preserve the White Oak tree in the front yard.

The staff recommends that the Commission find the proposal con-
sistent with the purposes of Chapter 24A, particularly 24A-8(b)l:

The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior
features of an historic site, or historic resource within an
historic district;

and with Standard 12:

The historic character of a property shall be retained and
preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration
of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be
avoided.

and with the guidelines for the review of new construction found
in the amendment designating the Takoma Park Historic District.

and provided the applicant arrange for a field inspection by
calling the Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP), Field Services Office, five days prior to commence-
ment of work and within two weeks following completion of work.
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SUPPL M APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC Aid.., WORK PERMIT

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

. Description of existing structure(s) and environmental setting,
including their historical features and significance:

"

Imp̀ j~JJAMD~M,0, W. I V

b. General description of project -and its impact on the historic
resource(s), the environmental setting, and, where applicabie, the
historic district:

4t0U S& W I Gfi C OM aAMAOr J X)W ST 6-

f2esoye-crs wI w 900YAJ M4fy00
S r~ 'SF~urrrs~ Ti2,~ES~~~ ̀~w~ w s6c~~yEti~ L
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2. Statement of Pn(—

Short, written statement that describes:

a.. the proposed design of the new work,
materials, details, and landscaping:

In terms of.scale'massing,

b. the relationship of this design to the existing rescurce(s):

c. the way in which the proposed work conforms to the specific
requirements of the Ordinance (Chapter 24A):

3. Proiect Plan:

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale (staff will advise on
area required). Plan to include:

a. the scale, north arrow,. and date;

b. dimensions and heights of all existing and proposed structures-

c. brief description and age, of all !structures (e.g., 2 story;; fra~ae
house c.1900);

d. grading at no less than 5' contours (contour maps can be obtained
from the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning -Commission,
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring; telephone 495-4610); and

e. "site features such as walks, drives, fences, ponds, streams, trash
dumpsters, mechanical equipment, and landscaping.

4. Tree Survey: If applicable, tree survey indicating location, caliper
and species of all trees within project area which are 6" in caliper or
larger (including those to be removed).

-2-



5, Desi Schematic construction .01 drawn... to scale at 1/8'"
-0 or 1/4 = 1' 0'., indicatigg location, size -;and general ;type of

walls, window and door :openings, * aef profiles, .and other fixed features 
9 (of both the existin resource s) a the: proposed - work.

6. Facades: Elevation drawings, drawn':to scale at 1/8" 110' or 1/4' -
1'0", clearly indicating proposed work in gelation to existing
construction and, when appropriate, context. Ail•materials and fixtures
proposed for exterior must be noted on- the elevations drawings. An

7. daterials Specifications: General. description of materials and
manufactured -items proposed for incorporation in the work of the project.

S. Photos of Resources: Clearly labeled color photographic prints -of
each facade of existing resource, including details of the affected
portions. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs.

9. Photos of Context: Clearly labeled color photographic :pirints.:,of the
resource as viewed from the public -right-of-way and from;-adjoining
properties, and of the adjoining and facing properties.

Color renderings and models are encouraged, but not generally required.

Applicant shall submit 2 copies of all materials in a format no larger
than 8 1/2" x 14"; black and white photocopies of color photos are acceptable
with the submission of one original photo.

10. Addresses of Adjacent Property. Owners. For LU projects, provide an
accurate list of adjacent and confronting property owners (not tenants),
including names, addresses, and zip codes. This list- should include the
owners of all lots or parcels which adjoin the parcel in question, as
well as the owner(s) of lot(s) or parcel(s) which lie directly across
the street/highway from the parcel in question. If you need assistance
obtaining this information, call the Department of Assessments and
Taxation, at 279-1355.

1. Name z o T 17 %9,40C,t 7 S

Address 74-161 8A`Tlholea AVE 4t-So I_o7- 2~C 1 Co

City/Zip . a -

2. Name AAJbe&1 F. jf 11.5rOAI do r al $"cwt 75—S

AddressAddress A-BAt1 X AV6A VC

C i ty/Z i p _ 77A Kaela At: & D o**LO % 12---
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3.

4 . Name { D,BC~2T t lJ, FclsLG7 ST7K.~ Y /f • 1<4 TL

Address 7 09 ~6~ficr;.y ~ /v~Ei~yE 4 r 6 &cock 71,
City/Zipl i4- Ot olig A ~k /~?b aL 1il

S. Name

Address ~fi- 3 9 ~oDO L Or

City/Zip VA 92 Z // `74

6. Name. /liAOR4 T 1"74m,090
Address :740 )6Ae-T wg,6- / O 7-j

city/zip c2,0?4 -

1. Name

Address

City/Zip

8. Name

'Address

City/Zip

1757E
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7416 Baltimore Avenue
Looking west. F

7408 Bgltim Aore venue
Looking to the west-north- '
west. Lot 17 is to the right,
in the right center of, the

7411 (left) & 7409 (right) J
Baltimore Avenue
Looking east, viewed from
the north property line of
T - 1 ̂l it"



Lot 17, Baltimore Avenue Look' west.
7408 is to the left; 7416 to the right. The southern

' •! ~: boundary of Lot 16 is in line with the
;. "'`<::.:; •;;::, ; ;;

mailbox.
All major trees to ermain undisturbed.
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Alan Abrams
808 Aspen Street NW WDC 20012

THE WHIPPOORWILL
Proposed Dwelling, 7410 Baltimore Avenue, Takoma Park

Scale and Massing: Current Design

The proposed dwelling is sited along a sweeping arc of 5 existing 4-square houses,
ranginging from approximately 26' wide to 35' wide.

Current design is offset to the minimum side yard setback towards Lot 16 (vacant).
Because the house on Lot 17 encroaches on Lot 16, it is likely that Lot 16 will remain
vacant.

Massing of front elevation is divided vertically by projecting porch and bay above.

Main block is 28' wide at front elevation. House to left is 26'-5"; house to right is
30'-7", thus subject house is less than the average of the two adjacent houses.

Roof pitch is gentle (7/12) to minimize bulk.

Eave line is dropped 1'-4" below second floor ceiling elevation to diminish mass of
main block.

Staff Remarks

With regard to staff concerns that the proposed design should be reduced in apparent
scale, I offer the following suggestions:

Relocate the projecting chimney to the interior of the house.

Lower second floor windows and increase the height of the frieze board.

Widen the window trim to 5", mull double windows 5" vertically.

Construct a retaining wall at right rear of house to depress the foundation 8-12"

Staff suggestion to substitute clapboard for shingles is well taken; regardless, it is
important that the cladding be uniform. It is still my preference to use cedar shingles.



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 7410 Baltimore Avenue Meeting Date: 06/21/95

Resource: Takoma Park Historic District Preliminary Consultation

Case Number: 37/3-94DD(REVISION OF
APPROVED HAWP)

Public Notice: 6/07/95

Applicant: Alan Abrams

PROPOSAL: New house construction

Tax Credit: None

Report Date: 06/14/95

Staff: Patricia Parker

RECOMMEND: Proceed to
HAWP with revisions

The applicants propose to construct a new house on an
unimproved lot in the Takoma Park Historic District. The lot is
currently in use as a side garden. The houses on either side of
the subject property.are two-story Four Square houses, both
contributing resources within the Takoma Park Historic District.
Across the street are one and two-story houses.

The property does contain a healthy 28" White Oak tree in
the front yard and a cluster of large cherry trees along the side
yard. None of these trees will be removed. As proposed in the
previously approved HAWP, smaller specimen ornamental trees will
be relocated on this lot or adjacent lots.

A proposal for this site was reviewed by the HPC in August,
1994. At that time, the HPC approved the HAWP submission by this
applicant. Subsequently, the applicant has decided, for economic
reasons, to explore with the HPC a revised proposal. This propos-
al presents a substantial increase in massing. Although, smaller
in footprint, this proposal, as revised, seeks HPC approval of a
full two-story house, 2500 square feet over two floors, with
external stucco chimney and front porch. The 28' wide x 42' deep
house with side and rear bays, is designed in the style of a
Four-Square. It is narrower than the earlier submission (copy of
Staff Report and earlier submission attached-pages 13-30) but its
siting and setbacks are unchanged.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The issue before the HPC is whether a substantial increase
in massing is compatible and can become a comfortable part of the
streetscape within the Takoma Park Historic District and consis-
tent with the guidelines established for the district. After
meeting with the applicant at the site, staff finds the revised
proposal to be appropriate for the streetscape in particular and
compatible within the district as a whole.

0



However, staff does recommend differentiation of the volume
on the side elevations. This would serve to decrease the amount
of mass. The house, as proposed, will be somewhat large, but may
be acceptable if differentiated. The HPC, in the review and
approval of other HAWP proposals, has consistently sought to
decrease the amount of mass. Thereby, preserving more open space
within the historic district.

Staff does feel that the best material for exterior wall
surfaces would be to use stucco as presented in the earlier
proposal. If the use of stucco is economically prohibitive, staff
would suggest the use of horizontal painted wood clapboard. Staff
finds the proposal to be fairly traditional in form and scale.

Because this proposal is sited similarly to the earlier
submission, there are no further issues of tree or site distur-
bance. The applicant will keep and protect the 28" White Oak tree
in the front yard. In addition to tree protection measures being
used during construction, the root system of the tree will be
protected through careful flagstone walk construction and by
making the porch of light wood construction.

The Takoma Park Guidelines require the HPC in its review of
the submission to consider rhythm, roof pitch and patterns of
height, massing, sideyard and frontyard setbacks along the
streetscape. Further that the HPC should consider patterns of
open space, the conservation of important tree specimens and
spacing between houses. The HPC should also consider the quality
of materials in use for detailing and overall fenestration.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff is pleased that the applicants have chosen to infor-
mally discuss such significant change to an earlier approved
HAWP. New construction within a historic district is an extremely
important issue.

Staff would recommend that the applicant proceed to HAWP
submission with further differentiation of the mass and articula-
tion of form. The applicant should submit dimensioned drawings of
sufficient detail including proposed materials.
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Alan Abiams i
808 Aspen Street, NW
Washington, DC 20012 i

202.291.1425 fax' 202.291.677'2 i

June 7, 1995
- i

Ms. Pat Parker
Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission
8787 Georgia Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910 !

i
E

HE: 7410 Baltimore Avenue, Takoma Park, IVID
i .

4

i
Dear Ms. Parker:

As discussed In the field yesterday afternoon, this is to request that our: revised
proposal be submitted to the Commission for preliminary comments and discussion
during the.. ublic hearing of June 20, 1995'

incer I

i
Alan Abra
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I

7416 Baltimore Avenue
Looking west.

7408 Baltimore Avenue
Looking to the west-north-
west. Lot 17 is to the right,
in the right center of the
photograph.

7411 (left) & 7409 (right)
Baltimore Avenue
Looking east, viewed from
the north property line of
T.ot 17.



*1

Lot 17, Baltimore Avenue Looking west.
7408 is to the left; 7416 to the right. The southern
boundary of Lot 16 is in line with the mailbox.
All major trees to ermain undisturbed.



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 7410_Baltimore Avenue Meeting Date: 8/17/94

Resource: Takoma Park Historic District Review:HAWP/Alteration

Case Number: 37/3-94DD

Public Notice: 8/3/94

Applicant: Alan Abrams & Lynne Motley

PROPOSAL: New house construction

Tax Credit: No

Report Date: 8/10/94

Staff: Nancy Witherell

RECOMMEND: Approve

The applicants propose constructing a new home on a lot now used.
as a side garden. The houses on either side are two-story Four
Square houses. Across the street are one- and two-story houses.
The yard has one large tree at the front, a healthy 28" White Oak
tree in the front yard that would be retained. A cluster of
large cherry trees straddling the side yard line behind the
proposed house would not be disturbed. Smaller ornamental trees
will be relocated on this lot or adjacent lots.

The proposed house is a Craftsman-style house, two stories in
height and narrow in width, with a one-story side wing. Please
note that the house will be surfaced with stucco (the applicant
will bring revised drawings to the meeting). All other details
are unchanged. Wooden sash windows 

will be used. The house is
aligned with the adjacent houses and will have a front porch as
they do. A concrete driveway and curb cut will be made at the
far left of the lot. (Concrete driveways are typical for the
neighborhood.) .The house meets sideyard setbacks on both sides.
(The stoop and 

The
on the north side are allowed to fall within

the setback.)

In order to spare the White oak, the front path will be flagstone
laid on grade and the front porch will be of light construction,
wood with piers. A line marking the limit of disturbance is
shown on the site plan. Mr. Abrams has experience with new house
construction on wooded lots and his intention is to treat the
tree so that it will survive.

The house has a one-story section on the left side with a pro-
jecting bay. The house is fairly traditional in form and scale,
and would be compatible with the character of the historic hous-
ing stock in the immediate neighborhood as well as with the
historic district as a whole.

The guidelines for review of new construction in the Takoma Park
Historic District require the Commission to review the project as

NMI



it would affect tee character of the adjacenkstoric properties
and the streetscape. Some of the character-defining elements
referred to in the amendment include:

o rhythm of houses along the street, including patterns of
height, massing, side and front setbacks, and roof pitch

o patterns of open space/landscaping and building coverage,
including ample front and back yards, spacing between houses,
preservation of important mature trees, etc.

o covered porches on the front or main facades

o patterns of openings in facades, especially doors and win-
dows, which provide a sense of residential scale and rhythm along
the street

o high degree of building craftmanship, as expressed in de-
tailing and use of materials

0 orientation of driveways and parking areas to the rear and
side of buildings

It is the staff's judgment that the applicants' proposed home is
well designed for this particular site among other historic
houses and for the street. The curb cut•and driveway at the left
side of the lot are not intrusive and the general character of
the street is one of mature trees both near the sidewalk and in
the front and side yards. The use of stucco is consistent with
other houses in the area. The house is sited, and measures will
be taken, to preserve the White Oak tree in the front yard.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The staff recommends that the Commission find the proposal con-
sistent with the purposes of Chapter 24A, particularly 24A-8(b)l:

The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior
features of an historic site, or historic resource within an
historic district;

and with Standard #2:

The historic character of a property shall be retained and
preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration
of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be
avoided.

and with the guidelines for the review of new construction found
in the amendment designating the Takoma Park Historic District.

and provided the applicant arrange for a field inspection by
calling the Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP), Field Services Office, five days prior to commence-
ment of work and within two weeks following completion of work.

MR)
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Historic PiIftervation Commission

9Tr• Rockville. Maryland 20850
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APPLICATION FOR - -
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT
TAX ACCOUNT M

NAME Of PROPERTY OWNER /ALA J AWAt4S;A"fC h&I1$7 TELEPHONE N0. ZOL V11 111--g—

ICanigir / niudler) (Include Ana Cade)

ADDRESS 21Y hs ' z far N 6J WLSHWgisf' k7 A^~ %Z-o0t1~
crry aTATG Ser

CONTRACTOR '• ,aF1p.~5 R~SrL1rA4!twt~L'S!.-. IUGt TELEPHONE E Np. o
— "CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER ~

PLANS PREPARED RY .AIAAt Agh&dAe S TELEPHONE ND.
_ ... _ . flaekide Ana CGdd
REGISTRATION NUMBER

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE

Moues Number 7410 Street :0a1~1riMOV- AN/dw L=

Town/City dl heoi► k Pa 12.1.. Elation District 13

Narat Crop Street  Avg

Lot 1-7 Block 15 Subdivision rs- -- ~_~ ZAMP +1SY C. c SuBcyr y of

'7 AN-140P%A TACr—
Libor Folio Parcel

1A. TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION: (circle Goal Circle One: A/C Slab  Room Addition

Extend/Add Ater/Renowtv`- Repair- "Porch Dock flrplace Shed Soler WooftWW111Stora

Wrock/Rraa Mow Install Revocable Revision FGnaMlNlk, I' usectien4) Other _4400--F-44005

16.16. CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATES -I40 DOD

IC. IF THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT N O

10. INDICATE NAME OF ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY 17~
IE. IS THIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE? 00

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS

2A. TYPE OF SEWACT DISPOSAL IB. TYPE OF W R SUPPLY

01 I&orWSSC 02 1 ) Septic 01 ( WSSC 02 1 1 Well

03 1 ) Other 03 1 ) Other

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING
4A. HEIGHT teat ineha
4B. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wo ' o be constructed anon of the following location:

1. On party line/Property line
2. Entirely on land of o
3. On public right of easement (Re --ble Letter Required).

I hereby certify haw th!.PwRrity to melee the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with

plain app by all c steel a I hereby aelurowiedge and atxapt this to lea a eoadition for the Issuance of this permit.

Signature of owner or authorized agent (agent must have signature notarized on back) Doe

APPROVED For Chairperson, Hie c ie Presentation Cseomlesion

DISAPPROVED Signature Dae

APPLICATION/PERMIT NO:
DATE FILED:
DATE ISSUED:
OWNERSHIP CODE: _

FILING FEES
PERMIT FEE: S_
BALANCES
RECEIPT N0: FEE WAIVED:

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS



SUPPLEINVAL APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC AR WORK PERMIT

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

a.Description of existing structure(s) and environmental setting,
including their historical features and significance:

+f'AS 93*  Ae5p A A& r»&1 .

'ro a 5 SoyTN , oxj /ADS t:.oT. 15 A Tee J5 4- - S exo.4 .

-"a llie Alo2T,t 1 77'N6 /his LoT IS 5QBS-r AJ-r 'Ma (%AgWtT

Aunt L)6 741(R F• jC0e*A 6.% oN IP6 (AXkr.)1-0r.

b. General description of project and its impact on the historic
rescurce(s), the environmental setting, and, where applicable, the
historic district:

I_ 0E P~o~oS~~ -ffoUS~ l,~{Gfi GOMPl.~7~i7' EXISTIN~

f~5ou~.c.Es ~ W ~ c~ ~~i~ M~r►~~E T~s
S r1AU--,5- GA5U1.1bW T-2.EES w! c.- BE e,"644 5=n

~L.o CA1-gD



2. statement of Pry

Short, written statement that-describes:

a., the proposed design of the new work, in terms of scale, massing,
materials, details, and landscaping:

b. the relationship of this design to the existing resource(s):

c. the way in which the proposed work conforms to the specific
requirements of the Ordinance (Chapter 24A):

3. Project Plan

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale (staff will advise on
area required). Plan to include:

a. the scale, north arrow,.and date;

b. dimensions and heights of all existing and proposed structures;

c.. brief description and age of all structures (e.g., 2 story, frame
house c.1900);

d. grading at no less than 5' contours (contour maps can be obtained
from the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission,
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring; telephone 495-4610); and

e. site features such as walks, drives, fences, ponds, streams, trash
dumpsters, mechanical equipment, and landscaping.

4. Tree Survey: If applicable, tree survey indicating location, caliper
and species of all trees within project area which are 6" in caliper or
larger (including those to be removed).

-2-



5. Design Featua Schematic construction plo drawn to scale at 1/8"
1'-0", or 1/4" - V-00, indicating location, size and general type of

walls,-window and door openings, roof profiles, and other fixed features
of both the existing resource(s) and the proposed work.

ac6. Facades: Elevation drawings, drawn to scale at 1/8" • 110", or 1/4" -
1100, clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing
construction and, when appropriate, context. All materials and fixtures
proposed for exterior must be noted on. the elevations drawings. An

7. Materials Specifications: General description of materials and
manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the project.

S. Photos of Resources: Clearly labeled color photographic prints of
each facade of existing resource, including details of the affected
portions. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs.

9. Photos of Context: Clearly labeled color photographic prints of the
resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and from adjoining
properties, and of the adjoining and facing properties.

Color renderings and models are encouraged, but not generally required.

Applicant shall submit 2 copies of all materials in a format no larger
than 8 1/2" x 140; black and white photocopies of color photos are acceptable
with the submission of one original photo.

10. Addresses of Adjacent Property Owners. For all projects, provide an
accurate list of adjacent and confronting property owners (not tenants),
including names, addresses, and zip codes. This list should include the
owners of all lots or parcels which adjoin the parcel in question, as
well as the owner(s) of lot(s) or parcel(s) which lie directly across
the street/highway from the parcel in question. If you need assistance
obtaining this information, call the Department of Assessments and
Taxation, at 279-1355.

1. Name ,ALjL ky66- 17 %el~-vc,t 7,5-,

Address Address 74-14,- a.4LTIAio2.64-VE So Ioi 2.-.1t41

city/zip

2. Name Aiibeaw F. jElISToJJ 1-07— 21 &,Oct, 75—

Address 5oi A-8AA1 ~ ABEAUy4'

City/Zip -rh Ka Aix )iC~--

-3-



3 . Name •l trope A -t-1 So M f,4 Figs 4-,

Address So 7 /4N y /a-~E~yE L o T ~~•, 3 „Bt_o c,,-7S'

city/zip 'Aga m Px Ail) 20 f/ L

4. Name D,B i2T ~.l%• F~lsL~7 .STAei= f A <4 7-Z-

Address 70 9r;~a►~~ /v~E~tl Uc l~ r 5 ~`3~ck % 9

City/Zip ~~ Ko~iA 11'D 9- Q!2f P-=

5.5. Nam Gtr) 4,4jA/`1 16 • i,~ATK~it y -

Address 94- 3 -59 x l000

city/zip qei~,eey OLLi' VA 9~24 R (7411 6%`Lr. ~vC~

6. Name MA044 T 1414 M O gIl

Address -74n A o 7- f~~oc,~ 7

City/zip Ab 

7. Name

Address

City/zip

8. Name

Address

City/zip

1751E
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7.416 Baltimore Avenue 4
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7408 Baltimore Avenue
Looking to he west-north

a: west Lot 1>7 is to the right;`
in the right center of.the
photograph':
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