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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 7501 Carroll Avenue Meeting Date: 10/13/93

Resource:Takoma Park Historic District Preliminary Consultation

Case Number: n/a

Public Notice: 9/29/93

Applicant: C. Highsmith/T. Landfair

PROPOSAL: Construct rear addition

Tax Credit: No

Report Date: 10/6/93

Staff: Nancy Witherell

RECOMMEND: Proceed

The applicants propose constructing an addition at the rear and
side of a Queen Anne-style house designated an outstanding re-
source in the Takoma Park Historic District. The addition would
consist of a one-story study at the rear and a screened porch
that would extend around the side elevation on the interior side
of the lot. The projection to the rear would be 10 feet and the
projection to the interior side would be 7 feet. A small portion
of the existing one-story porch at the rear would be enclosed for
a new powder room.

The applicants propose using vinyl siding for the new work, to
match that on the house, and red asphalt shingles for the roof of
the addition. The house's roof is standing seam metal, painted
red. Since different historic window sash configurations exist
on various elevations of the house, the applicants propose using
1/1 wood double-hung sash windows. A sideyard setback variance
would be required if the addition were approved by the HPC.

STAFF DISCUSSION

In the staff's judgment, the scale and placement of the new
construction is sensitively designed. The one-story study addi-
tion is small in scale and the slope of the shed roof falls
naturally from the rear elevation. The screened porch projects
to the side (beyond the width of the house) but is, by its na-
ture, less obtrusive than it would be asa solid mass. It wraps
to the point where it would incorporate the existing open one-
story porch but would not affect the nearby window openings.

As the house is entirely clad with vinyl, the staff concurs with
the applicants' proposal to use the same material on the addi-
tion. The staff would suggest, however, that the new roof be
standing seam to match the existing roof, particularly since it



is a prominent feature of the house on its corner lot and the new
roof will be visible, as well.

The staff also concurs with the proposal to use 1/1 double-hung
wood sash windows, which match some of the original windows and
also are generally preferred for new additions in houses of this
time period.

The staff would recommend that the Commission find the proposal
generally consistent with the ordinance, Secretary's Standards,
and Takoma Park guidelines, and request the applicants to proceed
with their plans.



DOUGLAS K. HARRIS

September 26, 1993

Ms. Nancy Witherell
Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission
8787 Georgia Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3760

Re: Highsmith / Landfair Residence
- 7501 Carroll Avenue

Dear Nancy:

Enclosed please find documentation for the Commission's Preliminary Consultation for a proposed
addition on the above referenced project. Photographs of the existing house and preliminary plans
including site plan floor plan and elevations are included. The applicant and homeowners are Carol
Highsmith and Ted Landfair. The house is two story vernacular farm house that was extensively
renovated in the late 1980s. The renovation included the addition of vinyl siding including soffits
and window casing. The proposed addition is a one story study and screened in porch at the rear
and side of the existing house. A powder room is being added on the existing porch.

We would like to get the Commission's preliminary approval for the project as designed. Specific
issues of concern include the following:

• Lincoln Avenue Side Yard Setback - the existing house does not conform to current side
yard zoning requirements. The addition has been set back T-0" from the back corner of
the house but a zoning variance will be needed and will be applied for.

• Siding Material -The existing house is clad with vinyl siding and the owner has no plans to
remove it. The cladding material for the proposed addition is vinyl siding but we are open
to the Commission's recommendations.

• Roofing Material - The existing house has a red standing seam metal roof. The proposed
addition is to have an asphalt shingle roof with the color to match that of the existing roof.

• Windows - Most of the original wood windows are in place with aluminum storm
windows added. Most of these are a combination of 2/2 and 1/1. Windows at the rear of
the house, from what appears to be an earlier renovation, are a combination of 6/6 and 6/1.
Windows at the second floor room at the rear are aluminum clad casements. The addition
is currently designed with 1/1 double hung windows.

We also welcome any other comments or concerns the Commission may have. Thank you for
your time and consideration.

S' cer y,

Douglas K. Harris

cc: Carol Highsmith, Ted Landfair
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DOUGLAS K. HARRIS

September 26, 1993

Ms. Nancy Witherell
Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission
8787 Georgia Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3760

Re: Highsmith / Landfair Residence
7501 Carroll Avenue

Dear Nancy:

Enclosed please find documentation for the Commission's Preliminary Consultation for a proposed
addition on the above referenced project. Photographs of the existing house and preliminary plans
including site plan floor plan and elevations are included. The applicant and homeowners are Carol
Highsmith and Ted Landfair. The house is two story vernacular farm house that was extensively
renovated in the late 1980s. The renovation included the addition of vinyl siding including soffits
and window casing. The proposed addition is a one story study and screened in porch at the rear
and side of the existing house. A powder room is being added on the existing porch.

We would like to get the Commission's preliminary approval for the project as designed. Specific
issues of concern include the following:

• Lincoln Avenue Side Yard Setback - the existing house does not conform to current side
yard zoning requirements. The addition has been set back T-0" from the back corner of
the house but a zoning variance will be needed and will be applied for.

• Siding Material - The existing house is clad with vinyl siding and the owner has no plans to
remove it. The cladding material for the proposed addition is vinyl siding but we are open
to the Commission's recommendations.

• Roofing Material - The existing house has a red standing seam metal roof. The proposed
addition is to have an asphalt shingle roof with the color to match that of the existing roof.

• Windows - Most of the original wood windows are in place with aluminum storm
windows added. Most of these are a combination of 2/2 and 1/1. Windows at the rear of
the house, from what appears to be an earlier renovation, are a combination of 6/6 and 6/1.
Windows at the second floor room at the rear are aluminum clad casements. The addition
is currently designed with 1/1 double hung windows.

We also welcome any other comments or concerns the Commission may have. Thank you for
your time and consideration.

S' c rr y,

Douglas K. Harris

cc: Carol Highsmith, Ted Landfair
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