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MEMORANDUM

TO: Robert Hubbard, Acting Chief
Division of Development Services and Regulation
Department of Environmental Protection

FROM: Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation Coordinator
Design, Zoning, and Preservation Division
M-NCPPC

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit

DATE:

The Montgomery Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the
attached application for a Historic Area Work Permit. The appli-
cation was:

Approved Denied,

Approved with Conditions:

The Building Permit for this project should be issued conditional
upon adherance to the approved Historic Area'Work Permit.

Applicant:

Address.: Lam.
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I Historic-Preser.Vatio'n Commission

51 Monroe Street, Suite 1001, Rockville, Maryland 20850
217-3625

APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA-WORK PERMIT
TAX ACCOUNT

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER 
l.-,r.' u/nlC~r~JC"Jt̀ ~ TELEPHONE N0. ©j M 7b 

(Contract/Purchaser) (Include Area Code)

ADDRESS M t?" IJ~ M 1'--~= /.O, t-~{ A-f~=~'( !.-A~f -1 I ©q l
CITY STATE ' / ZIP

CONTRACTOR N 1A TELEPHONE NO.

CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER

PLANS PREPARED BY r4i;f,-HAN `:--M 117}t TELEPHONE NO. _(2

(Include Area Code)

REGISTRATION NUMBER SrJ

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE i

,House Number ZO 0 1 Street tn/F', "t'"l`-' (2r—C—t,6N1 14 V ii

Town/City I-A.c.-0( ,' A t o I4 iG- Election District i/\t H r;-4T-0(14

Nearest Cross Street

Lot Block r Subdivision -7-5 -

Liber ~^ ̀t' Folio r f i Parcel 00A' _

1A. TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION: (circle one)
Construct txte nd/Addy Alter/Renovate Repair

Wreck/Raze Move Install Revocable Revision

1B
1C
10

1E

CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATE $ I Iv

I F THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTI

INDICATE NAME OF ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY

IS THIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE? ~J__)

Circle One: A/C Slab

Porch Deck Fireplace Shed

Fence/Wall (complete Section 4) Other

RMIT SEE PERMIT #

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS

2A. TYPE OF SEWAG'€.DISPOSAL 2B. TYPEtOF I

01 ( - SSC 02 ( 1 Septic 01`W  f!
03 ( 1 Other 03 (')

PART THREE: COMPLETE'O-NLY FOR FENCE/R

4A. HEIGHT feet~'*- inches

4B. Indicate whether the fence or retainin g w~allf

1. On party line/Property line

2. Entirely an land of owner \

3. On public right of way/easement

VIA-

L
'-ER SUPPLY

SC ~, 02 ( 1 Well

ier 
{

Room Addition

Solar Woodburning Stove

AINING WALL

on one of the following locations:

- 1

(Revocable Letter Required).

I hereby certify that Ihave the authority to -make the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with

plans approvid by all agencies lister and I hereby acknowledge and alcept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

Signatu e f owner or authorized agent (agent must have signature notarized on back) ! • % r date

APPROVED For Chairperso Hist ric Pres ry 'on fission
s

DISAPPROVED Signature to

APPLICATION/PERMIT N0: c~`~`   ̀ 67'~ FILING FEE:$
DATE FILED:
DATE ISSUED:
OWNERSHIP CODE: _

PERMIT FEE: $

BALANCE $ _

RECEIPT NO: _

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS

FEE WAIVED:
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 7003 Westmoreland Avenue Meeting Date: .4/13/94

Resource: Takoma Park Historic District Review:HAWP/Alteration

Case Number: 37/3-94D

Public Notice: 3/30/94

Applicant:C. Browner/M. Podhorzer

PROPOSAL: Alterations/rear additions

Tax Credit: No

Report Date: 4/6/94

Staff: Nancy Witherell

RECOMMEND: Approve w/
conditions

The proposal concerns rear additions and alterations, a rear yard
retaining wall, and the construction of basement stairs and the
alteration of the front porch of a bungalow that is designated a
contributing structure in the historic district. The house has
been altered at the rear by the construction of a large addition.

As shown on page 7 of the packet, the areas of proposed construc-
tion are relatively small in relation to the house, although, due
to additions, the house is already significantly longer than the
original bungalow form. The proposed new additions are: 1) a 10'
x 10 15" one-story addition at the rear, 2) the infill of a deck
on the right (south) side of the house with a two-story addition
measuring 15 18" x 9' in footprint, and 3) a projecting bay on the
kitchen on the south elevation measuring 3 14" in width by 16' in
length.

Furthermore, 4) the roof would be raised approximately 10' in the
center of the house (above an existing addition) with anew gable
roof to create a second story allowing for access by a staircase.
This is best shown by a. comparison of pages 11 and 15 of the
packet. Page 11 shows the proposed new gable roof from both
sides, and page 15 shows the existing conditions.

A second area of proposed alteration is the front porch, where
the applicants propose changing the stairs from the side to the
front of the porch. By doing this, a stairway could be built
below grade to a basement door to be built under the porch.

A very similar proposal for alteration of the front porch (but
without the proposed basement stairs) was reviewed as a prelimi-
nary consultation by the Commission at its meeting of April 14,
1993. The transcript is attached at the rear of this packet. At
that meeting, Commission members stated that they considered the
alteration of the porch to be inconsistent with the purposes of
the ordinance, since the front porch was a significant, original
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feature of the house and since the house was a twin of the adja-
cent house at 7005 Westmoreland Avenue.

In addition, a retaining wall is proposed for the rear yard to
direct water run-off.

STAFF DISCUSSION

Rear and Side Additions

The proposed changes at the rear of the house are significant and
while they don't add appreciably to the already considerable
length of the house, they do add to its height. A two-story
section already exists at the rear; the new roof in the center of
the house adds a second story to the one story section of the
addition, and the two-story tower form proposed for the deck area
would be taller still. Both proposed roofs are higher than the
existing two-story addition at the rear (see page 11 of the
packet) .

The kitchen addition projects slightly more than 3' on the side
elevation, behind the dining room bay, and is sided with plywood
panels and clapboard to match that on the existing rear addition.
For the sake of privacy between neighbors, no windows are pro-
posed for the bay projection. The staff recommends that the
kitchen bay be more articulated than shown, particularly since
there will be no windows in this section and two 6/1 sash windows
would be removed.

The use of casements at the side and rear is acceptable, since
the construction is new and the materials (clapboard and plywood
panels) and style are flatter in character.

The staff's concern is whether or not new additions would ad-
versely affect the historic character of the house. The house
has been altered significantly 

in height and length at the rear.
However, the proposed alterations are also at the rear and the
staff is not persuaded that these alterations would change the
existing character of the house or affect the streetscape view of
the house adversely.

The two-story tower form is at the rear, and the new center
gable, which would rise 5' above the gable on the original bunga-
low section, would begin 33 feet behind the front face of the
house (excluding the front porch). While the roof alterations
are dramatic on paper in elevation, they would be much less
noticeable if constructed. From the sidewalk in front of the
house, these alterations would not be visible. From the neigh-
bors' porches across the street, the tops of the roof forms would
be visible. The applicants have submitted photographs taken from
various viewpoints which illustrate this; the staff will show
slides, as well. .



Porch alteration/Basement stairs •

The alteration of a front porch is a significant change to the
historic architectural character of a house. The staff supports
the direction given by the HPC at the time of the preliminary
consultation last April. The difference in this application is
an additional motivation stated by the applicants: to construct
basement stairs that would lead from the driveway area to the
front of the house below grade under the porch lattice screens.
The architects have discussed several alternatives for the pro-
posed location of the basement stairs with the staff and none is
satisfactory to the applicants' needs.

Retaining wall

The application also proposes the installation of a wood-tie
retaining wall in the back yard. As indicated on the site plan,
which is subject to revision, according to the architect, the
wall would be placed approximarely 20' behind the house and would
be no higher than 5' in height. The rear yard has a significant
slope and the use of a retaining wall here, as in other proper-
ties in Takoma Park, helps in directing water run-off. The loca-
tion and material of the retaining wall is acceptable.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The staff recommends that the application be found consistent
with the purposes of the ordinance with the conditions stated
below.

The rear and side additions and alterations are acceptable and
consistent with the purposes of the Chapter 24A, the Secretary's
Standards, and the Takoma Park guidelines for contributing struc-
tures, and also consistent with previous HPC-approved alterations
and additions to contributing structures in the Takoma Park
Historic District. The alterations, with the exception of the
front porch stairs, occur almost entirely in the existing addi-
tion to the house; the fabric of the original bungalow will be
affected very little. The retaining wall is also acceptable.

The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior
features of an historic site, or historic resource within an
historic district;

and Secretary of the Interior's Standard #9:

New additions, exterior alterations, or related new con-
struction shall not destroy historic materials that charac-
terize the property. The new work shall be differentiated
from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size,
scale, and architectureal features to protect the historic
integrity of the property and its environment.
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Conditions:
Is

1) The kitchen projection should be articulated more fully since
windows will not be used.

2) The front porch stairs should not be moved from their origi-
nal position, as stated at the HPC's April 14, 1994 meeting; an
alternative location for the basement stairs and access for a
mobility-impaired person should be found. The HPC has been
consistent (in other cases.involving alterations to porches of
contributing structures in the Takoma Park Historic District) in
not approving alterations to front porches, citing Chapter 24A-
8(b)1:

4A-
8(b)1:

The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior
features of an historic site, or historic resource within an
historic district;

and Standard #2:

The historic character of a property shall be retained and
preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration
of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be
avoided.
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Historic;Preservation Commission

to t" t5T-Monroe Street,-Suite 1001' R6dvville Miiiarixx aQ 0~"
0

217-3625

APPLICATIONTOR -----______
HISTORIC-AREA VORK--PERMIT -- - - - -
TAX ACCOUNT # __.. 0(0 197 

_. ____ .___ _..- ---___-- -- .__ —_-- __.~__.-- •_—_--

~~ ~ 
M ~ Gil-A••~~— 

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER~~ twowAl _`=? POb1~~Z~~ -.TELEPHONE N0 ~©1 _SR 1 - 7i6 7 t
(Contract/Purchaser) (Include Area Code)

ADDRESS_ M 0Mri.-0 Mme° Y /_,0 1-~t &EI [ Lt-4&4 0 7, 41112
CITY ITY ~^ STATE: Zip

CONTRACTOR A TELEPHONE NO.
CONTRACTOR-REGISTRATI-ONNUMBER - --- _

PLANS PREPARED BY hi 00-1-f 5M 11N' TELEPHONE N0.
Q-_--- Include AreaCode~"""--- --•---~.~

REGISTRATION NUMBER Ss-o

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE

House Number 70b 3 Street 1^1Es'7"M OPP-LANQ/4✓0-,
s^ilk, z=r•s .. ;,•:,6<".~ _:.~`i;ia .. :,.

y

. ~: ,.;i.r ~L~ ~±~37s ._ -;,~~r~ ... s:;~.:1z-.:.^t t;,

Town/City OCI A PAS' Election District 1,104~ T V N

Nearest CrasstStreet.
. .•

q
`~ "

C
' ̀~_ 6-6— Allu 

~ ~ ~

r~IJD:
Ldt` r l Bo c 

{'• T 1~ 
Subdi~v 

:iAsi;o- i ~~' µS 
. ~ 4'~<•:7(:::' . ~ _ : s '~'K .C~~n:i`• .ZiliU+f4' ,?..'v~ 

i°y

~'-Liberl/_(e:L Folio Parcel

1A.

18.
1C.
1D.
1E.

TYPE OF PERMIT TION: (circle one) Circle One: A/C Slab Room Addition

Construct xtendlAd After/ReAovaie• ==~`LRepSir~= `•'~ - 
r 

'B ~ _ 
~.

Porch60eck ~'~Firaplace«~8hed~ +~Sotar• Woodburm Stove

Wreck/Raze Move Install Revocable Revision Fen'ce/Wa16(coinleteSection'4f. ©tfier" 22-117%
217,

CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATES
IF THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTT

INDICATE NAME OF ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY

IS THIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE? _

RMIT SEE PERMIT #

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR EW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS

2A. TYPE OF _S E DISPOSAL 28. TYPE OF UPPLY

01 1 WSSC 02 ( ) Septic 01 WSSC 02 ( ) Well

03 ( ),Other 03 ( ) Other

PART THREE: COMPLET LY FOR FENCE/RETAINING

4A. HEIGHT feet inches

4B. Indicate whether the fence or r

1. On party line/Property line
2. Entirely on land of owner .
3. On public right of way/

wall is tg,Kconstructed on one of the following locations:

(Revocable Letter Required).

I hereby certify that I ~he authority to make the foregoing pplication, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply wit

plans appro ed by all agencies listj a 1 hereby ac no dge and ccept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

' 

[Zi- 6&mwp 
.00 r e . „ ~~%  

a
Rosie W. Rid& 

W.

.bl ..



SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

a. Description of existing structure(s) and environmental setting,
including their historical features and significance:

b. General description of project and its impact on the historic
resource(s), the environmental setting, and, where applicable, the
historic district:

-1-



2. Statement of Proiect Intent:

Short, written statement that describes:

a.. the proposed design of the new work, in terms of scale, massing,
materials, details, and landscaping:

b. the relationship of this design to the existing resource(s):

c. the way in which the proposed work conforms to the specific
requirements of the Ordinance (Chapter 24A):

3. Proiect Plan:

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale (staff will advise on
area required). Plan to include:

a. the scale, north arrow, and date;

b. dimensions and heights of all existing and proposed structures;

c. brief description and age of all structures (e.g., 2 story, frame
house c.1900);

d. grading at no less than 5' contours (contour maps can be obtained
from the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission,
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring; telephone 495-4610); and

e. site features such as walks, drives, fences, ponds, streams, trash
dumpsters, mechanical equipment, and landscaping.

4. Tree Survey: If applicable, tree survey indicating location, caliper
and species of all trees within project area which are 6" in caliper or
larger (including those to be removed).

IP41



5. Design Features: Schematic construction plans drawn to scale at 1/8"
=1'-0", or 1/4" = V-00, indicating location, size and general type of
walls, window and door openings, roof profiles, and other fixed features
of both the existing resource(s) and the proposed work.

6. Facades: Elevation drawings, drawn to scale
1 10", clearly indicating proposed work
construction and, when appropriate, context.,

at 1/8" = IV, c
in relation to
All materials and

1/4" _
existing
fixtures

7. Materials Specifications: General description of materials and
mAnufactured items proposed for incoXporation in the work of the project.
IN c.L.J P I,--- d r W P 6--tz-T 1- + 2- SP-;r, Prao Jam- .

8. Photos of Resources: Clearly labeled color photographic prints of
each facade of existing resource, including details of the affected
portions. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs.

9. Photos of Context: Clearly labeled color photographic prints of the
resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and from adjoining
properties, and of the adjoining and facing properties.

Color renderings and models are encouraged, but not generally required.

Applicant shall submit 2 copies of all materials in a format no larger
than 8 1/2" x 14"; black and white photocopies of color photos are acceptable
with the submission of one original photo.

10. Addresses of Adjacent Property Owners. For all projects, provide an
accurate list of adjacent and confronting property owners (not tenants),
including names, addresses, and zip codes. This list should include the
owners of all lots or parcels which adjoin the parcel in question, as
well as the owner(s) of lot(s) or parcel(s) which lie directly across
the street/highway from the parcel in question. If you need assistance
obtaining this information, call the Department of Assessments and
Taxation, at 279-1355.

1. Name X026--- )(--,O/-,Y--

Address Address 7000;TMOeiF~~ A-0—,

City/Zip --rA.pv P A- PA-g-,V-- 70 'l 2-

2. Name CLtC*02-P-D Jot

Address -7001—

City/Zip

UDy

City/Zip T-,4,K-0 t11/1 p4P-g- « Oyr 2-

-3-
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3 . Name I~i-F Ita,,' 1° t~i~r'~ U~nl~GG'f 2c7J

Address 7001 AEG.

City/Zip j',4mHA Pi 42-K- 7. 01 t Z

4. Name MI (3AIZ &jj k l~ Ate-- G1xM~NT S

Address 700!~~/~s; ~O~yv'D A~fF ,

City/Zip TA-e-yAi A- ems - 2-41 t Z

5. Name

Address

City/Zip

6. Name

Address

City/Zip

7. Name

Address

City/Zip

8. Name

Address

City/Zip

1757E

-4-

\~l



7003 Westmoreland Ave.
HAWP File 03/21/94
Page 1

l.a. The existing house is a wood-framed, bungalow style structure built
circa 1910-1920 and defined as Category 2. A rear, two-story addition was
added to the original structure approximately three years ago. The
original portion of the house is sided with wood shingles while the
addition uses a combination of hardboard, shiplap-type siding and smooth,
paint-grade plywood with battens. Wood brackets are used at the gable
ends of the original structure; a modified bracket form is used on the
addition gable ends.

The house is located on a very long lot with street frontage of
approximately 43 feet and a length of approximately 310 feet. The lot
slopes upward from the street to a small crest at the middle of the lot
and then slopes upward again to the rear of the lot. Several trees are
located along the side of the lot; to removal of these trees is planned
for or requested.

b. The general scope of the project includes:
1/Adding a gable roof portion between the original structure and the

addition to allow access to second floor from central stair.
2/Filling in the existing deck footprint with a family room on the

first floor and study on the second floor.
3/Adding a small, approximately 100 SF room on the rear of the

house.
4/Adding a kitchen bay approximately 16 feet long and 3 feet deep.
5/Relocating the existing porch stair to the front of the porch and

creating a basement areaway and door under the existing front porch.
Please note that this portion of the project is requested due to the

;Owner's need to provide basement access for a non-ambulatory, semi-
disabled parent who will be staying with the Owner on an intermittent
basis.

6/Adding a wood-tie retaining wall along the small crest in the rear
yard. This wall is meant to help solve current runoff problems caused by
surcharge from the adjacent apartment building onto both the subject and
neighboring properties. Therefore, the exact height and location of the
wall is sub~ect to final grading but will be approximately as indicated in
the site plan.

. The impact of the proposed addition on the original structure and
existing addition is minimal. The environmental setting will not be
appreciably altered by the proposed work and will, in fact, be improved by
redirecting storm water run-off from neighboring properties. Cut and fill
for the retaining wall is expected to be less than 1-2 yards and no
existing trees or large shrubs are expected to be disturbed except for
minor pruning.

2.a. The proposed work uses matching roof slopes and small scale massing
to blend the original and proposed portions of the house. Exterior
materials will include hardboard, shiplap siding and AC Fir/MDO plywood
with batten strips, wood window, eave and gable trim and other
miscellaneous wood trim made with lx flat stock. Exterior details will be
based on bungalow/craftsman style models and will be sympathetic to those



•

•

7003 Westmoreland Ave'
HAWP File 03/21/94
Page .2

of the original house. Since the actual footprint of the proposed work is
minimal, landscaping work will, as noted above, be limited to small-scale
work at the retaining wall and the required erosion control methods.

b. The proposed work will be largely limited to infill of the existing
rear deck area and the open space between the original house and the
existing addition. Therefore, this work will have a complementary and
sympathetic relationship with the existing structure.

c. 1/The architectural features and details will be generally
consistent with those of the original structure.

2/Much of the work will be at the rear and mid-point of the house
and will be minimally visible when viewed from the street at the house
front.

3/The mid-point, in-fill portion of the project will not appreciably
add to the house height when viewed from the street; a.matching roof slope
and detailing will blend this portion with the original structure.

4/The proposed work will be in keeping with the varied size and
massing of surronding houses.
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Browner/Podhorzer Residenc
7003 Westmoreland Av
Takoma Park MD 2091f Q~

2
L

NORMAN SMITH I ARC111TECTURE
3800 y R..J, N.W. W.shingon, DC 20015 2074
T. .202.364.2248 F. imil. 202.364.2252
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other way.

And then a straight-on view of this house. Page

five I think, is probably the clearest way to illustrate that

proposed change.

The applicant would like to move the staircase

from the left side of the front porch going down to the

driveway to the front, moving the staircase around to the

front, filling in the opening on the left and then opening up

the opening in the front so that it would lead directly to

the door.

The applicants proposed a different kind of

railing with vertical pickets. I had suggested something a

little simpler based on this, but it would need to meet code

and have the vertical pickets closely spaced.

The main .issue for me in this was the alteration

of the front and also the loss of that sense of the two twin

houses. And I had recommended in favor of doing it, looking

at the Takoma Park guidelines and considering the extent to

which you want to consider alterations to the street scape.

But certainly the loss of this identical feature

with the two houses is a significant consideration. I'll

show those again..

It is unusual to see an opening from the side.

The applicant made the point that other houses --.other

bungalows in the immediate area have stairways going from the

ti3
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front. But as I mentioned, the variety is something that is

worth keeping as well.

I didn't take photos of other adjacent houses, but

you'll see them in the packet. The applicant submitted well

labeled photographs.

CHAIRPERSON RANDALL: Okay. Any questions of

staff? If not, the applicant is here and would like to come

forward.

If you could identify yourself for the record

please.

MR. PODHORSER: Sure. I'm Michael Podhorser and

the owner of 703 Westmoreland, and basically we feel that

moving the stairs to the front, so it opens to the front,

would make it much more open and friendly to the street scape

structure, and would also be consistent with other changes

that have been made along the way in terms of the driveways

so that it isn't landing right in the driveway.

As the staff report said, I think if you look down

Westmoreland from the top of the hill, it would make it both

more consistent with a lot of the other houses and would

allow us to make it much -- look much nicer.

CHAIRPERSON RANDALL: Okay. Any Commissioners?

Commissioner Harris.

MS. HARRIS: This case is somewhat; similar at

least in concept, and in some ways to one of the other
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historic area work permits that we looked at tonight because

it's an alteration to the first floor front of the house.

That is sort of the end of where the similarity is

though, however, because it's a different street, different

type of house, and the previous case that we were looking at

was some alterations to a house that had already been

altered.

And in this case, we are looking at a situation

where the applicant is asking to make alterations and

eliminate an element that is original to the house.

I'm not, however, arguing that that handrail is

original. I'm sure it was probably added. What the original

handrails were on bungalow houses seems to be a bit of a

mystery to me.

Most of them have all been replaced with

something, a lot of times with something that's not quite

compatible. And certainly a new handrail could possibly be

in order for what is there.

But anyway, to make the main point is that I at

least personally have problems with making an alteration of

this sort because what we're looking at, at least to my

knowledge at this point, is an original condition and it does

match the twin of the house to the left. You would be making

alterations to original fabric.

CHAIRPERSON RANDALL: Commissioner Kousoulas I see

D
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you.

MR. KOUSOULAS: Yeah. I couldn't support a change

like this either. This for me, and may have for other

people, the other one could cross the line, but this one for

me certainly crosses that line of changing the front facade

too much.

And maybe all the other bungalows on the street

except the next door neighbor have front stairs, but this one

doesn't. And, so there's no real reason to change it.

I mean, it really changes that facade if you

change the orientation of the stair.

°CHAIRPERSON RANDALL: Commissioner Lanigan.

MS. LANIGAN: I think one of the important ideas

behind having an historic district is to preserve the unique

features of the district. And this is certainly a unique

feature in a prominent location. It's in the front of the

house. It's very noticeable.

MR. BRENNEMAN: I would have to agree with the

Commissioners before.

MR. HANDLER: I agree also.

CHAIRPERSON RANDALL: Commissioner Norkin.

MR. NORKIN: This is a case where I also agree. I

think there's a reason that this one was different, and I'm

aware that other bungalows, even on that street, have front

facing steps. They tend to be on the other side of the
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street and are more at grade.

In this case the -- I'm also concerned, you know,

just by the way that this is drawn, yet it is not accurate to

the way it might actually have to be built.

It seems that the steps end up having to chase --

the steps are going to have chase the slope down away from

the house. It's possible. I'm sure.that these measurements

are close to accurate, but I think that the staircase could

conceivably end up being very long.

And I don't necessarily see what the compelling

reason is. Even looking at the landscape plan, I'm not clear

what you're gaining by this, or attempting to gain by'this.

CHAIRPERSON RANDALL: Well let's pretty much

through the Commissioners. The only proposed railing change

I gather, was in the event of moving the stairs. Is that

correct?

MR. PODHORSER: That's right.

CHAIRPERSON RANDALL: Okay, so there was -- that's

ancillary and only -- it's contingent upon that action, so

that doesn't probably need to be explored?

I think, and I agree with the other Commissioners

in terms of, of something that only is apparently replicated

in one other structure, but suggests variety and difference

from the other homes within the district, and for all intents

and purposes, indicates to us that it's the original
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structure there.

I don't see any alternative that I could propose

to you. I think that there's pretty strong sentiment from

the Commission against making that kind of a change to the

front facade.

Sometimes we can offer up or have some views on

something that can be not necessarily a compromise, but a

different approach that would meet those concerns, but I

haven't a clue what that could possibly be in a case like

this.

What you're proposing to do is fairly

straightforward and it, I think runs pretty directly into one

of the philosophies that we do. If you sat here earlier, you

probably heard the dialogue on the other case with the door

and the window.

Any other observations from the Commission, or any

other statement you would offer?

MR. PODHORSER: Well, just to repeat what I said,

I think that, you know, our motivation is that we think it

will -- it's consistent with the rest of the neighborhood and

it would improve greatly the way in which the house looks and

can be used.

CHAIRPERSON RANDALL: Okay, I think all those

points were registered. It's my sense that the Commission is

likely to, based upon what appears to be unanimous, which is
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rare around here, to not look favorably upon a historic area

work permit, but at the same token, if you were to proceed

within a historic area work permit, we will listen to that

again..

We don't have anything in a preliminary

consultation to suggest that what -- that might be done

differently to accomplish the same objective, so if you wish

to proceed with an historic area work permit, then certainly

we will entertain that along with whatever comments you might

have to offer at that time.

I think at this point, it's the pretty unanimous

sense of the Commission that that is not something that we

would look favorably upon, or wouldn't expect to. There

doesn't appear to be any alternative that we can toss at you,

which often times we can in the preliminary consultation.

MR. PODHORSER: Okay.

CHAIRMAN RANDALL: Thank you, and I'm sorry for

keeping you so late this evening.

Okay, the next item is Case 4C, preliminary

consultation. St. Mark's United Methodist Church in Boyds.

Do we have a staff report on that?

MS. WITHERELL: Yes. Saint Mark's is a

significant contributing structure in the Boyds Historic—

District, celebrating its centennial and, remarkably it's a

building that's been little, if any, altered over its hundred

03
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