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23/40 Elisha Riggs House

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING: 27.8 acres VICINITY MAP
(25 acre Lot 1, and 2.8 acre Lot 2, Block E, Plat 514-03)

Not included is the 1930s house on Lot 2.

New construction within the setting requires HPC review.
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February 4, 2000

Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission

C/O Brian Michael Lione

Montgomery County Department of Park & Planning
8787 Georgia Avenue
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760

Re:

Elisha Riggs House

#23/40

Dear Historic Preservation Commissioners:

25|40

WASHINGTON, D.C. OFFICE
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SUITE 6C0O
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20036
(202) 33:1-7120

VIRGINIA OFFICE
9302 LEE HIGHWAY
SUITE 1100
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 22031
{(7Q3) 27 3-5911

FREDERICK OFFICE
228 WEST PATRICK STREET
FREDERICK, MD 21701

ALL MEMBERS OF MD & DC BARS
EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE NOTED

*ALSO MEMBER VA BAR
**MEMBER MD BAR ONLY
OCPA. MBA. NDT BAR MEMBER

HENRY F. LERCH WILTON H. WALLACE
1950-1986 1980-1959

WRITER’S DIRECT DIAL NUMBER:
30N

657-0170

We represent the Helen P. Denit Charitable and Educational Trust (the “Trust”),
owner of the above referenced resource in Sunshine, Maryland. The property on which
the Elisha Riggs House is located is part of the preliminary plan 1-92004 which consists
of over 600 acres of land. The preliminary plan was approved by the Montgomery
County Planning Board on May 8, 1997.

The preliminary plan and the above referenced resource was reviewed with
Planning Board Histeric Preservation staff during the preliminary plan review period and
was brought to the Historic Preservation Commission on April 12, 1995. At that time the
HPC recommended approval of the preliminary plan to the Planning Board with
conditions. A memorandum from Gwen Marcus (Historic Preservation Coordinator) to
Joe Davis (Development Review), dated April 13, 1995 conveys HPC's recommended

conditions with respect to the Elisha Riggs House as follows:

1.

2.

The lot which contains the Elisha Riggs historic property and all
outbuildings shall be no less than 25 acres.

The environmental setting of the Elisha Riggs historic site shall be the 25
acre lot noted above.



LAW OFFICES ‘ O
LErcH, EARLY & BREWER, gARTERED st

3. A tree survey which demonstrates that the plan will avoid destruction of
significant tree specimens near the historic site shall be provided for review and
approval by staff.

A copy of the April 13, 1995 memorandum is enclosed.

The approved preliminary plan of subdivision reflects these conditions. As the
enclosed record plat reflects, the Riggs house is on a 25 acre lot and contains its
outbuildings (the two existing barns). A copy of the plat is enclosed.

During the 4 years this preliminary plan was being considered by the Planning
Board we had many discussions with HPC staff about several historic preservation
issues they had concerning the Denit Property. In addition to the Riggs house these
included two slave cemeteries. With respect to the Riggs house the discussions related
only to the outbuildings and the size of the lot. These discussions culminated with our
presentation before the Historic Preservation Commission in April 1995. At no time
prior to or before the HPC was there any reference to the 1930's 1 Y2 story bungalow
tenant house being part of the environmental setting of outbuildings for the Riggs house
or having any historic significance of its own. The bungalow is a 4-5 bedroom house, it
hardly can be considered to be an "out building" which generally is understood to be a
building such as a barn, stable or wood shed separate, but accessory to a main
building.

Therefore, we are quite surprised at this time to be advised that the 1 %% story
frame bungalow is now being recommended for Historic Master Plan designation. We
unfortunately cannot attend the Commission’s February 9, 2000 public hearing but we
respectfully request based upon the above information and the extensive discussions
with Historic Preservation staff over the past years, including our presentation before

HPC in April 1995, that the 1 /2 story bungalow not be recommended for Historic Master
Plan designation.

Very truly yours,

Martin J. Hutt
MJH:kls

cc:  Brenda Hough

enclosure

G:\Dept\REWMJHW0372\Historic Master Plan Designation.doc
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Attachment 5

April 13, 1995

MEMORANDUM

TO: Joe Davis
Malcolm Shaneman
Development Review

FROM: Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation Coordinator%
Patricia Parker, Historic Preservation Planner
Design, Zoning, and Preservation Division

SUBJECT: HPC Review of Denit Property Subdivision

On April 12, 1995, the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) reviewed the
proposed subdivision for the Denit Property. This subdivision directly invoives one

Locational Atlas Resource, the Elisha Riggs House, and is adjacent to one Master Plan Site,
Far View,

After a detailed presentation by staff and by the applicant’s representative, John
Westbrook, the HPC formulated its recommendation on this case. The HPC recommends
approval of this subdivision plan with the following conditions:

L. The lot which is described to contained the Elisha Riggs historic property and all
outbuildings shall be no less than 25 acres.

2. The environmental setting of the Elisha Riggs historic site shall be the 25 acre lot
noted above.

3. A tree survey which demonstrates that the plan will avoid the destruction of
significant tree specimens near the historic site shall be provided for review and
approval by staff.

4. The historic drive location will remain as situated and as gravel.

5. A substantial buffer of heterogeneous plantings of evergreen and deciduous trees
would be established at the rear of Lots #471 and #475-#480 for purposes of
screening the new construction from the Far View historic site. A
landscaping/planting plan shall be submitted for review and approval by staff,
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.

6. All efforts shall be made to locate the two cemeteries reported to be in the vicinity
of the Denit house. If ¢ither or both cemeteries are located, they will be preserved in
a designated conservation ares. If graves are located during construction, construction
will be stopped immediately.

Please include the conditions noted above in any information transmitted to the
Planning Board. Staff will be available during the Board’s hearing on this case to provide
additional information if necessary.
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TODD GREENSTONE

| TG aete poageded o .

CUSTOM FARMING PHONE NO. @ 301+57@ 4936

and (c) the new house’s location and design are approved by the

Jun. 1S5 1999 84:51PM P2
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Joe Davis, Acting Chief . S _
Deveiopment Review Division _ = Wry J‘.’ -
Montgomery County Planning Board N -Fa .
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8787 Georgia Avenue ulj MALEY
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 ‘ @6\»&\ dsed nol wgux'
: . any hewey e be bu&\\’ on
Re: Helen P. Denit Trust for Charitable And Educational Purposes .
Preliminary Plan 1-92004 Ssorie sikes, (pex \°5) L
- T _ @ E;,Mjwpgo_ Us paxt ob—
gy - -.—Dear Jne: Jm H’.‘ 5 e .
o o _ Mast .SQfdJ\dIP—‘u!
This letter shall confirm our phone conversations and meeting regarding fie ‘Fm
the intentions of the Helen P. Foundation (the “Foundation’) regarding the 107+ =9 e b
acre parcel (the “Parcel”) located in the northern portion of the above referenced Stone house-,
preliminary plan. In response to the comments you may have heard regarding  eve house +
this Parcel, the Foundation wishes to confirm the following for you: Lw.yz\em sald
Separek Vy.
1. the Foundation does not intend to seek permission from the Planning ’3
Board to subdivide the Parcel into single family lots. Job
E wiit
2. The Foundation is aware that the Parcel is part of the approved “open *‘P,é;/”
space” for the approved preliminary plan of subdivision (1-82004). As
"open space’, the Parcel may be used for agricultural purposes.
However, the Board's opinion did not limit its use only to agricultural
purposes only.
3. Lot 1N, is the 25 acre lot containing the historic Riggs house. As an
- alternative to adding onto the existing Riggs house, a new principle
house may be constructed on the 25 acre lot with the Riggs house
being an accessory building, under the provisions of the County Zoning
Ordinance, if (a) the Planning Board approves the new house, (b) the
~ new house is located outside the 1,500" Triadelphia Reservoir setback
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- Joe Davis
- - March 10, 1998
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Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission as part of an
historic area work permit application and (d) the Riggs house has its
own well and septic system separate from the adjacent Sears house.

4. The Planning Board staff will contact PEPCO staff (Michael Boland,
Esq. at (202)-872-2520) to obtain easements over Pepco's property to
connect the trail system being dedicated by the Foundation.

We hape this clarifies for you the intentions of the Foundation.

Very truly yours,

Martin J. Hutt

- G\DepREWJHOI72\Foundations intentions.doc

cc. Brenda Hough
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NOTES:

THE SEFTIC FIELD BWMLDING RESTRICGTION LINES
SHOWN HEREON ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE UPON
RE—-APPROVAL BY THE WELL AND SEPTIC SECTION
OF THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF
PERMITTING SERVICES.

ALL TERMS, CONDITIONS, AGREEMENTS, LIMITATIONS
AND REQUIREMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH ANY
PRELIMINARY PLAN, SITE PLAN, PROJECT FLAN OR
OTHER PLAN ALLOWING DEVELOPMENT OF THIS
PROPERTY APPRQOVED BY THE MONTGOMERY
COUNTY PLANNING BOARD ARE INTENDED TO
SURVIVE AND NOT BE EXTINGUISHED BY THE
RECORDATION OF THIS PLAT UNLESS EXPRESSLY
CONTEMPLATED BY THE PLAN AS APPROVED. THE
OFFICIAL PUBLIC FILES FOR ANY SUCH PLAN ARE
MAINTAINED 8Y THE PLANNING BOARD AND ARE
AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW DURING NORMAL
BUSINESS HOURS.

DEVELOPMENT ON THIS LANO IS SUBJECT TO THE
FOREST CONSERVATION LAW OF 1882 AND _
THE: APPROVAL OF A FOREST CONSERVATION PLAN

PRIOR TO THE ISSUANCE OF A SEOIMENT CONTROL - “rmaf

PERMIT. A COPY OF THE APPROVED PLAN MAY
BE MIEWED AT 8787 GEORGIA AVENUE, SILVER
SPRING, MARYLANO.

THIS DEVELOPMENT IS SUBJECT TO AN ADEQUATE
PUBLIC FACILITIES ORDINANCE AGREEMENT DATED

THE LOCATION o THE 15:* *' TRIADELPHIA RESERVOIR BUFFER IS FROM
M—NCPPG: 5 CONTQUR TOPIGRAPHY AND AS DEPICTED ON THE APPROVED
PRELIMINARY PLAN.: NO:ST M WATER MANAGEMENT FAGILITIES ARE TO BE
LOCATED WITHIN 1500° OF. HiE TRIADELPHIA RESERVOIR. ANY AGRICULTURAL
USE WITHIN THIS BUFFER |2 SUBJECT TO AN ONGOING CONSERVATION

PLAN OEVELOPED IN COOSS 7 ATION WITH AND APPROVED 8Y THE SOIL
CONSERVATION DISTRICT, [ ANY SUCCESSOR AGENCY RESPONSIBLE - FOR
REGULATING AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY NEAR THE TRIADELPHIA RESERVOIR
INCLUOING THE M—NCPPC [ “ARTMENT OF PARK AND PLANNING.

THE OPEN SPACE DESIGNAT CN SHOWN HEREON IS TO BE CREDITEQ TOWARD
THE TOTAL OPEN SPACE. RE GUIREMENT OF THIS DEVELOPMENT PER THE
APPROVED FRELIMINARY (Pl (Ne. 1--32004). THE TOTAL OPEN SPACE ON
THIS PLAN IS 25.8161 ACRE

THIS SUBOIVISION RECORD H.AT IS NOT INTENDED TO SHOW EVERY MATTER
AFEECTING THE OWNERSHIF: #ND USE, NOR EVERY MATIER RESTRICTING THE
OWNERSHIP AND:USE,” OF; ".i‘f PROPERTY. THIS PLAT IS NOT INTENOED 10
REPLACE AN EXAMINATION '»" TITLE OR 7O DEPICT OR NOTE ALL MATTERS
oF TITLE

SAHE LIMITED TO USES AND CONOITIONS AS
AN (No. 1-82D04). ANY PROPOSED CHANGES
[ R PLANNING BOARO REVIEW AND APPROVAL.

TO BE COMPLETEC BY THE POMT OF 70%
ELUNG UNITS IN BLU\.J\ F. ENTIRE TRAIL

THE LOTS SHOWN HEREO

REQUIRED 8Y PRELIMINAR
USE WilL REQUIRE FU

_OWNERS' CERTIFICATE:

'_&,m SN ﬁf.’-ﬂ?ﬁarﬁu’ﬁ"" fite

SURVEYOR’S CER! I'IFICATE

WE, THE PRETTY PENNY, LL.G., A MAI:YLAND LIMITED LJABILUTY COMPANY, OWNERS

OF THE PROPERTY SHOWN AND DESCRIBE. HEREON, DO HEREBY ADOFT THIZ FLAN OF

SUBDIVISION, ESTABLISH THE MINIMUM BUIDING RESTRICTION LINES.
WE FURTHER GRANT UTIJTY EASEMEN '3, SHOWN HEREQN AS "P.U.E." OR ™10
P.ULE,"” TO THOSE PARTIES NAMED IN TH. DOCUMENT ENTITLED: TOECLARATION OF

TERMS AND PROVISIONS OF PUBLIC UTILINIZS EASEMENTS,” AS RECCRDEB IN LIBER 3834

AT FOLIO 457 AMONG THE LAND RECORD: OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND.
WE FURTHER ESTABUSH A CONSERVAT DN EASEMENT IN ACCORDAMCE WITH THE
DOCUMENT ENTITLED:  "CONSERVATION E/.SEMENT AGREEMENT, CATEGORY I”

RECORDEQ IN UBER 13178 AT FOUO 412 AMONG THE LaND RECORDS OF MONTGOMERW |

COUNTY, MARYLARO.

WE FURTHER ESTABLISH THE 15 VEHIIULAR ACCESS AND PULE. FOR USZ AND
BEHEFIT OF LOT 7 AND 2 AS SHOWN HEFION.

WE FURTHER ESTABLISH PEDESTRIAM AND BRIDLE TRAIL EASEMENTS AS SHOWN

HEREDN, 1N ACCORDANCE WITH THAT DOCHUMENT RECORDED iN UBER 16882 AT FOL!OL

798 AMONG. THE LAND 'RECORDS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND.

THERE ARE NO: SUITS,~ ACTION AT LAW LEASE, UENS, OR MORTGAGES AFFECTING

THE PROPr.RTY SHOWN HEREGHN.

—

TWITNESS - DATE CLARKSON R. SHERWOOD JR

APREAIENEOIER e 1o | |2t A RO M

§ HEREBY 'CERT(F“I’ THAT 7O THE BEST OF MY PROFESSIONAL KHOWLEDGE
AMD BELEF, THE. PLAN SHOWN HEREON IS CORRECT, THAT 1T IS A SUBDINSION
OF PART OF THE LAND COMVEYEQ BY BANK OF AMERICA, TRUSTEE,

UHDER THE {
WL OF THE HELEN PUMPHREY DENIT TRUST FOR CHARITABLE AND EDUCATIONAL H

PURPOSES W) DIED ON NARCH 2, 1986 (FORMERLY KNOWN AS, HATIONS BAHK

TRUST CO., N.A.)} UNTO THE PRETTY PENNY, LLC., A MARYLAND LIMITED LIABILITY,

COMPANY 8\' OEFD DATED NAY 20, 2000 AND RECQRDED W LUIBEfi 18203 AT
FOLIO 110 AMONG THE LAND RECORDS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, LIARYLAND

ANO THAT PROPERTY MAREERS HAVE BEEN FOUND OR SET AS IHDICATED HERFOT»:

"IN ACCOROANCE WITH SEOTION 50--24(e) OF THE MONTGOMERY GOUMTY CODE.
THE-TOTAL AREA SHOWN ON'THIS PLAN IS 27.8249 ACKES OF LAMD.

YT

THERE IS NO OEDICATIDN fY THIS PLAT.
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31 January 2000

Marty Hutt

3 Bethesda Metro
Suite 380

Bethesda, MD 20814

Mr. Hutt:

Thank you for taking the time to speak with me this afternoon. As discussed, I am sending you
copies of all information that has been mailed to all property owners and interested parties this past
month. Additionally, a draft Agenda for the 9 February meeting is enclosed. The contents of the
agenda were published in the Montgomery County Journal last week for all interested parties; I am
sending you the agenda in case you were not notified.

The hearing will proceed through the properties as listed on this agenda. Not all properties will have
arepresentative. If you areunable to attend, correspondence may be sent to the Historic Preservation
Commission (HPC) at 8787 Spring Street, Silver Spring, Maryland, 20910. All testimony and
correspondence will be considered by the HPC and recommendations will be formulated at the 8
March work session as listed.

I'would be happy to answer any other questions you may have concerning this matter. I am available,
Monday through Wednesday, at (301) 463-3400.

Sincerely,

Brian Michael Lione
Historic Preservation Planner



Elisha Riggs House
M:23-40
Montgomery County, Maryland

The Elisha Riggs House is located on the south side of New
Hampshire Avenue extended, near Sunshine in rural northeastern
Montgomery County. The property includes the circa 1865 Elisha

" Riggs house, a 1930s bungalow, a bankbarn, a drive-thru corn crib
with an attached stable and equipment shed, and a non-

contributing privy in deteriorating condition.

The Elisha Riggs House was built circa 1865 by Elisha Riggs, a
member of the prominent Riggs family of Montgomery County and
Washington, D.C. (founders of Riggs National Bank). Although the
extant house is only one section of the original dwelling on the
site, the property is significant for its associations with the
Riggs family and serves as a visual reminder to the area's rich
history and architecture. In addition, the property includes a
1930s Sears and Roebuck Company bungalow, a distinctive
residential building form of the second quarter of this century.
The Elisha Riggs House property meets Criterion C of the Maryland

Inventory of Historic Properties.



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Inventory No. _M-23-40
MD INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

historic name_Elisha Rigdgs House
common/other name

street & number_21601 New Hampshire Ave. Not for publication

city or town_Sunshine vicinity_ X  state Maryland code _MD
county_Montgomery code zip code _20833

3. State/Federal Agency Certification N/A

4. Natiocnal Park Service Certification N/A

Ownership of Property (Check all that apply)
X private

public-local

public-State

public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
X building(s)

district
site
X structure

object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

4 buildings
- - sites
1 structures
- - cbjects
4 1 Total

Is this property listed in the National Register?
Yes Name of Listing No X




Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Inventory No. M-23-
(Name of Property)- Page 2
Montgomery County, Maryland

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: DOMESTIC Sub:_Single Dwelling
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE Barn; Eguipment Shed

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: Single Dwelling

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Other: Vernacular

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Stone
roof Standing Seam Metal
walls Stone
other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition
of the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. _7-1



Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Inventory No. M-23-
(Name of Property) ' Page 3
Montgomery County, Maryland

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more
boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
gignificant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possessesg high
artistic values, or represents a gignificant and

x distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has vyielded, or is 1likely to vyield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Consgiderations (Mark "X" in all the boxesg that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

____ B removed from its original location.

____c a birthplace or a grave.

D a cemetery.

_____E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
_____F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.



Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Inventory No. M-23-
(Name of Property) Page 4
Montgomery County, Maryland

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Period of Significance circa 1865-1930

Significant Dates circa 1865
circa 1930

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder_Sears and Roebuck Company

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of
the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. _8-1



Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Inventory No. M-23-
(Name of Property) Page 5
Montgomery County, Maryland

(Cite the books, articles, legal records, and other sources used in
preparing this form.)

Boyd, T.H.S., History of Montgomery County, 1879. Reprint.
Baltimore, MD: Clearfield Comp., 1989.

Farquhar, Roger Brooke. 0ld Homes and History of Montgomery
County, MD. Silver Spring, MD., 1952, 1962.

Genealogical Abstracts, Montgomery County Sentinel 1855-1899.

Jandl, Ward and Katherine Cole Stevenson, Houses By Mail: A Guide
to Houses from Sears, Roebuck and Company (Washington, D.C.: The
Preservation Pregg), 1986.

MacMaster, Richard K. and Ray Eldon Hiebert. A Grateful
Remembrance: The Story of Montgomery County, Maryland, 1776-1976.
Rockville, MD.: Montgomery County Historical Society, 1976.

Montgomery County Historical Society, Rockville, MD.
Files.

, Vertical

Montgomery County Land Records, Montgomery County, Maryland.

Mutual Assurance Society Records, Montgomery County Historical
Society.

Noble, Allen G. and Richard K. Cleek. The 0ld Barn Book: A Field
Guide to North American Barns and other Farm Structures. New
Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1995.

Sandy Spring Museum, Sandy Spring, Maryland, Vertical Files.

Sears, Roebuck Catalog of Houses, 1926 (An unabridged reprint, New
York: Dover Publications), 1991.

Maps and Drawings and Photographs

Hopkins, G.M., comp. Atlas of Fifteen Miles around Washington,
including the County of Montgomery, Maryland, 1879. Reprint.
Rockville, MD.: Montgomery County Historical Society, 1975.

Martenet, Simon L. Martenet and Bond’s Map of Montgomery County,
1865.



Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Inventory No. M-23-
(Name of Property) Page 6
Montgomery County, Maryland

Acreage of Property_ 25 acres

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the
property.)

The Elisha Riggs Property occupies future lots 1N and 2N of
Montgomery County Tax Map K-8.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

This 25-acre tract of land is part of a larger tract historically
associated with the Elisha Riggs property and including the circa
1865 dwelling and its associated buildings.

name/title Kimberly Williams/Michele Naru, Architectural Historians

organization_M-NCPPC date
street & number_ 8787 Georgia Avenue telephone _301/563-3403
city or town_Silver Spring state _MD zip code _20810

name Nation's Bank Trust Co.
street & number_2 North Charleg St. telephone
city or town_Baltimore state _MD zip code _212Q03




MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M-23-40

Section 7 Page _1 Elisha Riggs House
name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

The Elisha Riggs House 1is located on the south side of New
Hampshire Avenue extended, near Sunshine in rural northeastern
Montgomery County. The property includes the circa 1865 Elisha
Riggs house, a 1930s bungalow, a bank barn, a drive-thru corn crib
with an attached stable and equipment shed, and a non-contributing
privy in detericrating condition.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:

The Elisha Riggs House:

The Elisha Riggs House is a two-story, two-bay stone structure
covered with a gable roof, clad with standing seam metal, and
featuring an inside end chimney with a brick stack. The house is
the surviving rear wing of a two-story, L-shaped log and frame
structure with large, external stone chimneys, as shown in circa
1940 photographs.l In circa 1968, the main block of the house--the
five-bay frame structure--was removed and the rear wing was
renovated and enlarged by a single-bay, two-story frame addition
into the single family residence it is today.

The south elevstion of the house consists of the two-bay stone
house and its single-bay frame addition. The first story of the
stone section has a side entry door and a 6/6 window, while the
second story has two evenly placed 6/6 windows. The frame wing,
recessed slightly from the stone facade on the west end, has single
6/6 windows on both the first and second stories. A shed roof
porch with plain wood posts supporting the roof extends across the
full width of the stone section. Both the stone section and the
frame wing have boxed wood cornices.

The east end elevation is unfenestrated save for two, four-light
casement windows to either side of the inside end chimney at the
attic level. The chimney shaft, above the roofline, is constructed
of brick. The stone wall surface displays well-crafted stonework,
including large corner quoins.

The north elevation includes the two-bayed stone section and the
single-bay frame addition, recessed slightly from the stone wall.
A shed-roofed frame wing clad with vertical boards and battens,
extends off this elevation and spans the western half of the stone
section and the eastern portion of the frame addition. The stone
section of the house has three exposed window openings, including
a 6/6 window on the first story with a large stone lintel and two,
asymmetrical 6/6 windows on the second story. The frame addition

! The frame structure appears to have been built in two sections.



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M-23-40

Section 7 Page _2 Elisha Riggs House
name of property

Montgomery County, MD
county and state

to the west has single windows in the first and second stories.

The west end elevation consists of the end wall of the two-story
frame addition to the stone structure. This wall has paired 6&/6
windows on both the first and second stories.

l'enant House:

The Elisha Riggs Tenant House, built in the 1930s, is a 1-1/2-story
frame bungalow located east of the Elisha Riggs stone house. The
house closely resembles "The Kilbourne" house, available through
Sears and Roebuck house catalogs in 1921, 1925, 1926, 1928 and 1929
and available from $2,500 to $2,700.2

Built into a hillside, the L-shaped bungalow is set upon a raised,
rusticated concrete foundation, is covered with a cross gable roof
and features the character-defining low profile, projecting gables,
gabled dormers, integrated porch and multi-sash windows of the
typical craftsman house.

The south elevation of the house is four bays wide with a
projecting gable and integrated porch spanning the three western
bays, including the entry, with the wing of the L-shaped house
extending to the east. The front gable covering the porch is
supported by sguat wood columns atop rusticated concrete piers and

features wide, overhanging eaves with brackets. The porch is
reached by a set of steps in the eastern bay, while a flat-sawn
balustrade spans the central pier and west end pier. A single

entry door and two, 6/1 windows open onto the porch, while a pair
of 6/6 windows light the attic level of the projecting gable. The
east wing of the house features a group of three, 3/1 windows in
the raised first story and a gabled dormer with paired windows in
the half story. The gabled dormer features broad, overhanging
eaves and wood brackets.

The west end of the house i1s defined by three windows on the first
story (two, large 6/1 with a smaller window between), and a pair of
6/1 windows in the gable end of the half-story. The west end of
the house rises above the '

The north elevation consists of the fully exposed, raised
foundation level and the first and half-stories above. A brick
chimney is located towards the front of this elevation, and pierces

2 Katherine Cole Stevenson and Ward Jandl, Houses By Mail: A Guide to Houses
from Sears, Roebuck and Company (Washington, D.C.: The Preservation Press, 1986),
211. Also, Sears, Roebuck Catalog of Houses, 1926 (An unabridged reprint, New
York: Dover Publications, 1991), 79.



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M-23-40

Section 7 Page _3 Elisha Riggs House
name of property

Montgomery County, MD

county and state

the eaves of the overhanging roof. Several 6/1 windows, grouped
single, and in pairs, pierce this wall.

Bank barn:

The bank barn is located sgoutheast of the Elisha Riggs house,
across the entry drive and overlooking fields. Built into a slight
incl®ine, this barn is a large, three-bay, frame structure with
vertical board walls raised upon a stone foundation, thereby adding
a lower story. The main entry to the upper level of the barn is
via an earthen ramp leading to the centrally placed, double,
hanging trolley doors. The interior of the barn is divided into
three bays, used for the storage and threshing of grain, and is
constructed of timber frames with mortise-and-tenon joints.

The basement level of the barn is reached on the downside slope of
the hill. Tt is similar to a Sweitzer barn in that the basement is
recessed from wall of the upper barn; it differs however, in that
the upper barn does not have an overhanging forebay, but is instead
supported by wooden pilers and the stone foundation walls. The
basement level i1s divided into five bays, each bay being an animal
stall that extends the depth of the barn at this basement level.
The bays are constructed of timber posts and beams and mortise-and-
tenon joints.

Drive-thru Corn Crib and Attached Stable and Eguipment Shed:

The drive-thru corn crib is located south of the Elisha Riggs house
and northwest of the basement barn. It 1s a drive-thru frame
structure covered with a gable roof with cribs to either side of
the central drive. A loft 1level 1is located above the central
drive, while a shed wing extension and animal shed is located to
the east. A long, one-story frame stable connects the crib barn at
its northwest corner to a gable-roofed frame equipment shed.

Privy:

A frame privy bullding in deteriorating condition and overgrown
with vegetation is located between the basement barn and crib barn.
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Section 8 Page _1 Elisha Riggs House
name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Elisha Riggs House was built circa 1865 by Elisha Riggs, a
member of the prominent Riggs family of Montgomery County and
Washington, D.C. (founders of Riggs National Bank). Although the
extant house is only one section of the original dwelling on the
site, the property is significant for its associations with the
Riggs family and serves as a visual reminder to the area's rich
history and architecture. In addition, the property includes a
1930s Sears and Roebuck Company bungalow, a distinctive residential
building form of the second quarter of this century. The Elisha
Riggs House property meets Criterion C of the Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties.

Historic Context

The land on which the Elisha Riggs House stands was originally part
of a 1763 land patent to Stephen Gartrell and owned, in the early
19th century, by Edward Penn. In 1841, Elisha Riggs purchased 122
acres of the tract, dubbed "Resurvey of Little Worth and Beggar's
Purchase." That same year, Elisha Riggs acquired 113-1/2 acres
from his father, Thomas Riggs, who had previously purchased the
land from Stephen Gartrell (via Edward Penn).

The Riggs family first established itself in the area in 1723 when
John Riggs (1687-1762) came to Maryland and acquired Riggs Hills,
a large tract of land between Laurel and Brookeville in what is
today Howard County. John Riggs continued to acquire land in the
area, and upon his death in 1762, left a large estate, along with
a large family, many of whom rose to great prominence. In
particular, the Riggs name in The Washington Banking firm of
Corcoran, Riggs and Company, and predecessor of the Riggs National
Bank of Washington, D.C., traces its roots to John Riggs.

Tradition holds that Elisha Riggs lived on his property during this
time and that he (or his son) was in the Confederate Army and hid
out here during the Civil War.’ However, the 1861 Agsessment of
Elisha Riggs shows 242 acres of "Little or Nothing and Beggar's
Purchase," $200 assessment for household goods, but no assessment
for any improvements on the entire parcel of land.® The 1865
Martenet and Bond map of Montgomery County, Maryland, however,
clearly identifies the Elisha Riggs residence at that location.

3 This is based upon information recorded on the 1974 Maryland Historical
Trust Inventory form, as related to the author of the 1974 form by the Poole
sisters of the Montgomery County Historical Society.

‘ Tax Assessment Records of Montgomery County, 1861.
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name of property
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county and state

Elisha Riggs lived at the property until his death. In 1883,
Elisha Riggs' estate was divided, and his heirs sold Lot 2 in the
division of the Elisha Riggs Estate to William Downs. Lot 2
contained 113.5 acres, including the Elisha Riggs house. 1In 1897,
William Downs foreclosed on his mortgage and the property was put
up for sale. An equity suit involving the foreclosure described
the house at that time as a "large house part frame and part stone,
two stories high plus attic with 9 rooms and front porch." The
grounds contained a stable, granary, cornhouse and others."?®

Henry and Mattie Marsh of Baltimore purchased the property at the
sale, holding onto it until 1915, when they sold it to Arthur and
Mary Gray. In the 1930s, Arthur and Mary Gray built the Sears and
Roebuck bungalow on the property, adjacent to the 19th-century
dwelling. The old house was left abandoned and began to
deteriorate until the frame section was in ruins and the stone
section in poor repair. In 1968, Washington developer Helen Denit
purchased the property, and commenced renovation of the historic
house. The deteriorating frame sections were removed, but the
stone section was retained and added onto.

In 1975, the property came under the possession of the National
Bank of Washington, as appointed by a representative of Helen
Denit's Estate. The present owner is Nation's Bank, currently
proposing a residential subdivision on the property, with the
retention of the two dwellings.

® Circuit Court of Montgomery County, Equity Case #1483.
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Elisha Riggs House
name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

HISTORIC CONTEXT:

Geographic Organization: Piedmont
Chronological/Development Period (s):

Agricultural/Industrial Transition(1815-1870)
Industrial/Urban Dominance (1870-1930)

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme (s):

RESOURCE TYPE (S)

Category: Standing Structure
Historic Environment: Rural
Historic Function (s): Domestic

Known Design Source:



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
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Chain of Title:

1763

Early 1800s

1841

August, 1841

February, 1842

May, 1884
1897
May, 1897

Maxrch, 1915

1930

June, 1968

Inventory No. M-23-40
Elisha Riggs House
name of property
Montgomexry County, MD
county and state

This parcel of land was originally part of
a patent to Stephen Gartrell. (Referred
to in Deed Book Y libexr 40; April)

Edward Penn bought the property.
Edward Penn died.

Edward Penn's heirs sold the property to
Elisha Riggs. Tract of 1land called
"Resurvey of Little Worth and Beggar's
Purchase". Containing 122 acres. (Deed
Book BS 10 Folio 413)

Elisha Riggs bought 113.5 acres of
adjoining land from his father Thomas

Riggs. (Thomas had purchased this land
from Samuel Gartrell(via John Penn) in
1825.) (Deed Book BS 10 Libexr 477)

Elisha Riggs bought acres of land from
{(Deed Book BS 11 Folio 39)

Elisha Riggs Died

Elisha Riggs heirs sold the property to

William Downs. 148.5 acres of "Little
Worth and Beggar's Purchase."--Lot 2 in
the division of the Elisha Riggs Estate
(Deed Book EBP 32 Folio 231)

Mortgage Foreclosure on William Downs.
Estate is put up for sale. (Equity Case
#1483)

Henry and Mattie Marsh purchase the
property. (Deed Book JA 58 Folio 272)

Henry and Mattie Marsh to Arthur and Mary
Gray. (Deed Book 248 Folio 399)

Arthur and Mary Gray build the Craftsman
Sears & Roebuck House adjacent to the
Elisha Riggs House.

Arthur and Mary Gray to Helen Denit (Deed
Book 3793 Folio 803)



October 5, 1975

December 5, 1975

October 20, 1989

Helen P. Denit's estate to National Bank
of Washington (Appointed representative
of H.Denit's Estate.) (Deed Book 4731
Folio 516)

Maryland National Bank is appointed the
successor trustee by National Bank of
Washington. (Referenced in Deed Book
12950 Folio 457)

Maryland National Bank substituted
Security Trust Co. (Presently Nation's
Bank, present  owner) as  successor
fiduciary. (Referenced in Deed Book 12950
Folio 457)
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PARK AND PLANNING

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL
PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

8787 Georgia Avenue
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760

February 8, 1999

Mr. & Mrs. Todd and Anita Greenstone
21513 New Hampshire Avenue
Brookeville, Maryland 20833

Re:  Status of open space/agricultural parcels that are
part of the approved Denit property cluster plan
(Preliminary Plan No. 1-92004)

Dear Mr. And Mrs. Greenstone:

I am writing this letter in response to our recent conversations concerning the
development status for the open space/agricultural parcels that are included in the Denit Property
Cluster Development Plan, approved by the Montgomery County Planning Board on May 8,
1997. More specifically, you are interested in purchasing and farming the approximately 108 acre
open space/agricultural area located in the northwest portion of the property, adjacent to the
PEPCO right-of-way. In addition to the farmland, I understand that you are interested in
purchasing a second parcel containing about 25 acres. This second parcel contains two future
lots (Lots IN & 2N) which contain an existing home and a tenant dwelling. One of the homes
has been identified as being historic and an historic setting encompassing the full 25 acres has
been established-on the approved cluster plan around the houses. I understand that you have been
farming the combined parcels for many years and that you want to continue farming the property
in the future.

I am concerned that in discussions that you have had with representatives of Nation’s
Bank, you report that the Bank has stated that the subject open space/ agricultural parcel may
have to be sold to a developer as open space for adjacent lots included in the project or owned by
the future homeowners association (HOA). I want to clarify that for cluster projects in the Rural-
Cluster Zone, such as the Denit property, it is permissible for open space/ agricultural parcels
within rural cluster developments to be owned and farmed by individuals other than the developer
or HOA. One of the purposes of the Zone is to promote agriculture by providing for a
compatible mixture of agricultural uses and low-density residential development. I believe that
the approved Denit cluster plan meets the purposes of the Rural-Cluster Zone by providing for
large parcels of open space/ agricultural land as part of the overall project. In fact, when the
Planning Board reviewed the final version of the preliminary plan , this area of the property was
shown as being retained in agricultural use. The Board members even commented on the
appropriateness of agriculture being retained in this area.



You also mentioned to me that the bank indicated an intent to hold onto the subject open
space/agricultural parcel because they believe that it may be possible to rezone that area in the
future and accommodate more housing on the Denit property. I want to assure you that as part of
a cluster plan, rezoning of this area in the future and adding additional dwelling units is not
appropriate and would be contrary to the approved master plan for the area. Modifying an
approved cluster plan to add development is not easily done since open space/agricultural areas
included in cluster plans typically are platted as open space. Approval of a resubdivision at some
future date would be very unlikely and contrary to the purposes of cluster development.

Prior to any plats being recorded for the Denit property by Nation’s Bank, acting as
Trustee for the property, the open space/agricultural areas on the site must be platted as open
space with a standard note appearing on all of the plats stating that the property is part of an
approved cluster development plan and that “resubdivision is strictly controlled”. We could
entertain a proposal to not require plats for open space/agricultural areas if the Bank agrees to
record appropriate covenants in the land records stipulating that open space/agricultural parcels
cannot be developed with more lots, in the future, and they are subject to the limitations provided
for in the Planning Board’s approval of the cluster plan of development.

I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Martin Hutt who is with the law firm of Lerch,
Early & Brewer. Mr. Hutt has represented the Bank in the processing of the subdivision
application and the agreements associated with the project. I have spoken with Mr. Hutt about
this issue previously and he is aware of your concerns. I am also sending a copy of this letter to
Ms Brenda Hough of Nation’s Bank for her information. I hope that this letter adequately
addresses the development status of the open space/agricultural parcels that are part of the Denit
property cluster plan approval. If you have further questions concerning the Denit pr0perty
project, please contact me at 301-495-4591.

Sincerely,

/m// K G

Joseph R. Davis
Acting Chief
Development Review Division

cC: William H. Hussmann, Chairman MCPB
The Hon. Constance A. Morella, Member of Congress
Martin Hutt, Esq.
Brenda L. Hough
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LOCATIONAL ATLAS HISTORICAL SURVEY OF 400 RESOURCES
SURVEY FORM
ROBINSON & ASSOCIATES, SUMMER 1989

PRINCIPAL BUILDING

HISTORIC NAME:

e
L

OUTBUILDINGS:

X YES NO

COMMON NAME: Elisha Riggs (Stone) House

ADDRESS: off New Hampshire Avenue extended

SITE NUMBER: 23/40 ATLAS MAP: 9 ATLAS COORDINATES: K-8

EXCELLENT = VERY GOOD FAIR POOR

TAX MAP: JV

N/A  UNKNOWN

INTEGRITY* _ X*
ARCHITECTURAL

SIGNIFICANCE %
ASSOCIATIVE HISTORY X

Resource is: demolished -could not locate

threatened, explain:

ASSIGNED CATEGORY: I Il @ v Vv VI
(See reverse side
for explanation.)

NOTES:

This house is located at 21611 New Hampshire Avenue,
immediately after the PEPCO lines as one travels south
on New Hampshire. It is down a long driveway--take a
left at the fork in the drive. On the property are two
houses, the Elisha Riggs House, and a small, early
Bungalow. (The bungalow is not shown on the topo map.)
Also on the property are a large bankbarn and a
stable. The Elisha Riggs house is in good condition.

*Ingegrity is defined as the maintenance of original features and/or lack of substantial alteration to the resource.

*Integrity ranking refers to the house described on the survey form,

(the

remnants of the IL-shaped farmhouse; not to the original L-shaped house.)



Category Explanation:

L Outstanding resource architecturally and/or historicaily. Most resources in Categdry I either maintain the
highest level of integrity or are invaluable as ruinous evidence of former significant structures. Should be
_evaluated immediately for Master Plan designation.

" IL Very good resource architecturally and/or historiwlly. Most resources in Category II maintain their basic
integrity. Should be evaluated promptly for Master Plan designation. '

IIL Good resource architecturally and/or historically. Some resources in Category III have a diminished level of
integrity. Should be evaluated for Master Plan designation, but with lower priority.

IV. Marginal resource. Falls into one or more of the following categories: 1) severely deteriorated, 2) heavily
altered, 3) architectural character not strong, 4) historical significance not apparent, 5) only typical of a large
number of comparable resources. Lowest priority for evaluation for Master Plan designation.

V. Resource which is either demolished or which could not be located based on information given on survey
form. Remove demolished structures from Locational Atlas and, if after further study the resources not located
to date cannot be located, remove from Locational Atlas.

VL Resource was inaccessible at time of survey.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

\

INVENTORY FORM FOR S%ATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

-

#23-40

o

HISTORIC
AND/OR COMMON
Elisha Riggs (Stone) House
BILOCATION a :
STREET & NUMBER
off New Hampshire Ave. extended .
CITY. TOWN ’ . ; ) » OONGRFSSIONAL_pISTRICT
' Sunshine ' VICINITY OF :
. STATE : - COUNTY .
Maryland Montgomery
EJCLASSIFICATION ‘ ~
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP - JUS PRESENT USE
imsmcr ' zuauc "+ docourieo —AGRICULTURE  __MUSEUM
BUILDING(S) RIVATE * —UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL K
—STRUCTURE ~BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL ~LPRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENY  __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS ~-YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—-BEING CONSIDERED 'ziES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
NO —~MILTARY —OTHER:
EJOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME L -
Mrs. Helen P. Denit. ~ Telephone :§ ¢
STREET & NUMBER . R
Pretty Penny Farm -
CITY. TOWN STATE, Z1p code
Sunshine . VICINITY OF Maryland
BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #:
COURTHOUSE. Folio $#:
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,£TC. Montqomery County C ourthouse
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN STATE
Rockville Maryland

FJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
\

TITLE
DATE
—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS
CITY. TOWN STATE -

!

L




~

-~ . i DESCRIPTION

4

CONDITION ' CHECK ONE juecx ONE
CELLENT _ DETERIORATED NALTERED ~ORIGINAL SITE
' GOOD . _RUINS : ZALTERED o ~~MOVED PAVE ‘
—FAIfl ' __UNEXPOSED ' B

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

According to a ca. 1930 photo, this place was once an
L-shaped farmhouse, with the earliest portion being a large,
two-story log and frame house with large, external stone chimneys.
This part has since been torn down; the later stone wing that
completed the L-shape remains,

This latter section is" an unusual, small, two-bay structure
of two stories. The door is in the east end bay, and a one~story
open porch crosses the main (south) facade. The walls are of ;

- local fieldstone, and have qguoin blocks at the corners. There [
are small, gable-end windows in the attic, and the internal ‘
fireplaces have a brick chimney.stack on the west end. There
is a lower, one-bay frame sectign attached to the east end of
the house. This probably dees not include any of .the old frame/
log>house’that sat here in the 1930's photo. ‘ v

d

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




-

[
’
4

L™

A SIGNIFICANCE

- s

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEULOGY-PREMISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—_1400-1499 —_ARCHEOLOGY-MHISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE ~—SCULPTURE
-.1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE ~—EDUCATION —MIUTARY _-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—y700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING B MUSIC _ ., ~—THEATER
¥1800-1898 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY ’ . _TRANSPORTATION
~—1800- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT. ~.OTHER.ISPECIFY)
__INVENTION :
SPECIFIC DATES ' BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

.-
-

According to the Poole sisters of the Montgomery County
Historical Society, Elisha Riggs (or his son) was in the Con-
federate Army and hid out here during the Civil War.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY . | \
IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA "

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

Ly e et e 2 st poramm

LALCh larso. _Enh & Il

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION A

. ~ [
Sratml Lk o B A RS (PR RVEY 7.2

’

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES :

STATE COUNTY ‘
STATE ‘ COUNTY fJ
]
FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian
ORGANIZATION ° DATE
M=NCPPC July, 1974
STREET & NUMBER ) TELEPHONE
8787 Georgia Ave. : 589-1480
CITY OR TOWN STAYE
Silvex Soring. . JMaryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438 . .
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Elisha Riggs stone house 23/40
New Hampshire Ave.
Sunshine, Md. 171.67 Acres

loeal history

This small stone house vith its modesn frame sidition has long been acsoclated with
Eligha Riggs, son of Thomga and Mary Riggs and gramdson of Samuel Riggse All were
nembers of the illustrious family which ettled in Maryland in the 18th century and have

ever gince played an important role in the agricultural, political, and financial 1jife
of Montgomery County.

This property, originally part of the 1763 patent to Stephen Gartrelll, had all become
the property of Edvard Penn by the early 1800's, When the hoirs of Eduard Pemn sold
122 acres of fResurvey of little Vorth and Beggir's Purchase® to Elisha Riggs in 18.'.12
they specifically reserved the family burying ground, vhich indicates that the Raily
had lived someuhers on the property for some mmbar of years, The Pemn femily burying
ground, hovever, is quite a digtance from iis particular houss. One of the additional
pieces of acquired by Elisha Riggs inm 1841 vas 113} mross from bis father, Thomas
Riggs of S# for 31, Thomas had purchased this land froa Gartrell (via Jobn Pemm)
in 1825 at which time the deed also mentions Improvementa,“ In fact, the and final
purchese of sffjoining lund vhich Elisha Rigge mede at about this same time’ also menticns
izsprovements, .

It ceoms most likely that Flishs lived on the plece of property owned by his father
and retained his rosidence there after becoming the owner. Local history has it that
this wvas indeed Flisha's house and that ome of his somus hid in he woods behind it vhen
Union soldiers came 10 recruit hiv into the army during the Civil War. Oddly, the 1861
Assessaent of Elisha Riggs shows 242 acres of "Little or Nothing and Beggars Purchase,
$200 aseesmuent 6for household gooda, but no assessment for any improvements om the entire
parcel of land,” The 1865 Martinet end Bond map, hovever, clearly showvs the Elishas
Riggs residence in this location, :

The Riggses lived on the property until Elisha's deakh. This portion was sold Jor
$3712.58 by [lisha's heirs to Williem Downes in 1883,7 It vas described in hat deed a3
acres of 'Little Worth md Begzar's Purchase’, being Lot 2 of the divided estate of
Elisha Riggse An equity suit lnvolving a foreclosere on WilliamaDownes's estats
in 1897 described the house at hat time as a go house part frame and part stome, two
storieohighplusctﬁeuith')goon and front porch. The grounds contained a stable,
granary, corn houss snd others. '

. Hry and Mattie Marsh of Baltimore purchased opmpeﬂy at ke 51109 and owned it
until 1915 vhen it vas sold to Arthwr md Mary wvith vhom it vas assoclated for any
years. In the 1930%'s the Gray's bullt a frame house for themselves next to the old
dvelling, The old house was allowsd to deteriorate until the frame section vas completely
gone and the stone part vas in very poor,yepalr, After the property was purchased by

Hnmm devalgc_ Hehen Denit in 1 the stone house vas coupletely renovated md a
saall e additlon was edded where the old frame section had bsen. Immediately behind



%

+ Riggs stone house = page 2

the house is a rundown log building. The property also has two barns, one an old
freme bank barne 7

i referred to - Land Records of Montgomery County, Deed, Y 40, 4/1825,

2 Deed BS 10/413, 5/1842,
3 1bid. BS 10/477, 8/1841.
4 1b1d,, Y 40, 4/1825,
J Tbid., BS 11/%9, 2/1842,
6 Tax Assessment Records of HMontgomery County, 1861,
"Deed, EBP 32/231, 5/1884
8 Circult Court of Monmtgomery County, Equity Case #1483,
9 Deed, JA 58/272, 5/1897.
%‘;‘3 Deed, 248/399, 3/1915,
Deed, 3793/803, /1968,
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PROPOSED DEDICATIONS

g—== A-;-The Stone House and cottage with

barns abd sheds to Historical Park, Park and Pl. Comm,

A Memorial Park with all fours houses to WSSC, as
Memorial to Mrs, Denit, and strict supervision to

24@ -
4éz§§§t- include the Garden House as a wardens station: and
- 8- To SW of fepco line existing and steep 1ands above

existing Park lands on Hallings River; all acreage
to be determined by the Pk. and Pl, Board,.

~
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SECLUDED COVES AT TRIADELPHIA
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD

by

R. W. Rogers









PHELITY VAP UFL et . . ST

S e UL=92

Date Mailed _12101-12103-

‘ERATIVE EXTENSION 'SERVICE... . SO“ Tes-l-ing LOborOTOW
§ [ ; HERSITY OF MARYLAND SYSTEM ) o _ ‘ = - ‘
RoW. ROGERS PR - . : - o :
.s ) g 4701 WILLARD AVE ~ - _]SQIL TES.T RESULTSr_ S 9
| CHEVY CHASE. MD 20815 . | | S
RECEIFT ' |

b oeasz LAWN AND GARDEN | '6712

LabNo, - -~ .

o
L
5
>
e
P
L

X 0
N ] ) I»Tid‘f-’ H.s’_il’v W ¢
‘ ] soiL " | MAGNESIUM /PHOSPHATE POTASH Lbh76H A
SAMPLE NO. - pH ' . . ’ ‘
) - TEX'I"'URE* . Mg . P20s K0 ) >
—HEAL D AT NE RO G B S R - ata e 1+ 0-aM 2AD -
o . ] <’< ’\‘»/
sio i me ] oagl 18 23.8 e
R ’ -~
. . T
- . " N \}\ i
40 20 474 185 -
g ’ ""‘ v
' *F -‘Firi\fe; S - Sand ‘or_"Sahdy; L'+ Loam or Loamy; Si S:lt or Snlty Ci - Clay } . ' VL . ... . Very Low . : } L
| . . B v
R Sy RECOMMENDATIONS WD e :
R ’ Foaw . o ) VH . . . . Very High ‘
.LI-ME RséumE:XENT (1) S‘UGGESTED FERTILIZER PR ‘ N ’ . Y
. croP - ~ SPECIAL . ) v
SAMPLE NO. . v |16 Be erowr| Les. reR| :.:.Dﬁ(z) ‘LBs. How TO NOTES . [ ' REMARKS -
C - b IR LT i ——|PER 1000 ANALYSIS. APPLY (4)
- R Ty . -s@. ET. |0 HIGH HIGH s@. FT. L. ’ (3} ‘ .
1 D o] cAn  "MAG. = .
{1). Giveh in-terms of pul'verized limestone {unless otherwise stated). Equivélent amounts of hydrated or burnt lime may be used. o
. (2). High calclum ‘lime is one contammg less than 6% magnesium (Mg) -High magnesium lime contains 6% or more magneisum {Mg). 6% magnesium {Mg) is_ . ’ ) o
‘ : - equivalent to 10% Magnesuum Oxide’ (MgO) L s : e R
. o (3) PA -Planter attachment; Br. —Broadcast; $.0. —Sidedress; T.0. ——Topdress Dr.—Drill; P.D.—Plow Bown. o ‘ ‘
O "..(4). See reverse side’ of sheet Recommendations made by
O e . e e LA I S R PRPUCI S R RPN S TP T T U s e



"Turn one-half of limestone under. Work remamder thoroughly into surface soil.

’ . i ‘ i ; B ‘ i %,

SPECIAL NOTES ) ‘
Only numbers shown on front of page under “Spemal Notes applies to your sample

’ Orgamc matter needed apply manure, compost green manure, etc Work into.soil or turn under 300 to 500

; s per 1000 square feet in addition to fertilizer for maximum yields. .

~ Apply one-half of recomrqended amount of | Irmestone AOW ;- Apply ‘the other half wrthrn the next year ortwo;

4, ,When topdressn'lg lawns, apply no more:than 50. Ibs. of limestone per. 1000 square.feet.in any one. appltcatlon

5.
6.
7..
8

’ 9

17 Iarger amounts. are recommended the remainder can be applied in 50 lbs apphcatrons in succeedlng sprmg
~ and fall treatments until the full-amount has been applied. TR . B o
Do not lime above pH 5.2° ‘because high pH’ favors scab deveIOpment in potatoes S N A

Use a starter solution in.the. transplanter tank .7 : - 3‘ o
Turn one-half of the fertihzer under. Work the remamder thoroughly mto the surface soﬂ T
'For leafy vegetables apply 1 pint of nitrate of soda per 100 feet of row as'a side dressing when plants are several
mches tall. Equivalent-amounts of other mtrogen fertilizers may- be used for side dressing.

‘Because neither field history nor |nformat|on concerning crop'to be grown was received wuth your sample

. "= we cannot make specific recommendatlons To obtain specrflc recommendatlons completé a field” history

sheet and return, tq us}together with the sorl test results s b R : ~

B R W

" FOR EACH 10 LBS. S i, . 'YOUMAYSUBSTITUTE = | te

OF THIS ANALYSIS  LBS; ANALYSIS L8BS. ANALYSIS ~ LBS. © ANALYSIS 'LBS. © ~ ANALYSIS
. 5-10-5 63 ~ 8168 ~ - . 10-20-10 " 42t 1222412 P ;

51010 83 61212 81616 50  10-20:20 -

% 10-10-10 83 -« 12-12:12 ,13_131,3 6.7 15-15-15 5.0 , 20:20-20

10-5-50r . 83° 1266 1477 ©. .63 1688 - 50 . 20-10-10
;-’ 1248 '10-. {10-3‘-:7:11',_ .83

-...,a_..

nltrogen nphosphate and potash as 6 3

Fertrlrzer analyses other tha'n the ones. Ilsted may also be used as long as the ratlo is the same. For example

for 5-10-10. To determine the quarnitity to- use divide the-first number of the fertilizer you want to use into the
first number of the recommended analysis. “Multiply this number’ times the- orlglnal recommendation. For ex-

. '_ample Suppose 15 Ibs of 5-10-10 per 1000 sq. ft. were recommended and you want to use 8 16- 16

062 T v DR . -

o . o . i :‘r . ] ) : . i
8/50f IR - N

062x-15 93lbs of81616per'10003q ft R

-1..'

. ' "‘NITROGEN CONVERSION TABLE" e R
~. 11b. of nitrogen is supplred by any one of the followmg nitrogen fertilizers: i
, '_ o i o '6.3 Ibs. of mtrate ‘of soda (16% N) : | !
BT B 5.0 Ibs. of sulfate’of ammonia (20.5% ‘N.) o { e :
Viy ~ - 5.0Ilbs.of ANL (20.56% N) . e ! )

.. .. _ 3.0Ibs. of:.ammonium nitrate. (33 5% N)
T 2.6 Ibs. of Ureaform (38% N) T

~. nondiscrimination regarding race, color, religion, age, national origin, sex and di
-+ 17 Amendments; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of . 1973; or related leqal requwements should be dlrecled o the Duector el Personnel/Human Relanons Office of the Vice Chancelior for Agvloumro

!

S of Urea (45% N) {

e ¥ b ]

. 14 il

-}

ot 1 e e, - 2y R ‘ .
.. .'Iswedin*“ e of C ivé Extehsk i , Uni ’,‘olMarytandaMlocalgovemmm.'Crains.

1 Ofiver, Diroctor of Cooperative Extensior Servioe". R o : |

: 1 - : R ] j

f The Unwsrsrty ol Mar:ﬁand Systom is an equal oppommty tystom The syswms pohdes prog and ‘activities are. in formance with perti Federat and state laws and regulations on

fiance wm'ﬁﬂeVlloeChnInghlsActollw as amended; TlﬂelXollfisEdth

andNaturaIResourws Symons Hal, CollegeP.xk,MUZONz [ ! - .. i B

. . IR .. . :

. R . 4 . ' T B P o ! t

! - S . ' . h, L S T T PR .
! : - b . ]

| " . . : ol

e —

Athe nitrogen to phosphate to potash ratio ‘of 5 10-10 is 1-2-2.: Any fertilizer with'this ratio may be substituted -



R. W. Rogers, Realty; An Independant Agency
(654-3399) Since 1958, Mont County:--

AKugust, 30, 1992

Mrs. Mary Ann Rolland

Historic Preservation Branch

Park and Planning Commission Ref: Your recent
8787 Georgia Avenue request---
Silver Spring, Maryalnd 20910

Dear VMrs, Rolland; CONFIDENTIAL

Reference is made to your request for certain facts on
the Helen P, Denit properties, Brookeville, Md.,, in trust
and my reply of August 21, 1992, with some key elevations,

Please consider the report, and comments CONFIDENTIAL
for inter-office uses only and NOT FOR RELEASE TO ANY OTHER
PUBLIC AGENCIES. After request by Mr,., Westbrook, and your
calls, I had anticipated approval to tour parts of property
in question,---~and to be of such assistance as being sought,

The reply to Mr. Westbrook; and letter of August 27th,
clearly shows an objection by Security Trust Company.
as conveyed by Mrs, Brenda L. Hough, Asst. V. P.. For
that reason, the proposed tour for September 2nd, is
hereby cancelled,-===--= indefinately. (?(7

Also, you will notice- -"By copy of this letfer to
Mr., Rogers, all correspondence and/or questions that
he may have concerning the Denit Properties, shall
be directed to our attorney,” ==--- ete, This is to
say I have NO QUESTIONS, and do not expect to comply.
In fact, I consider such restriction as inappropriate for
é%?gfpublic agency or individual invoived in public affairs.

You and others of staff to Park and Planning may call
at any time for such information as I may have.

- ‘;rjy Urs s

’ Vor/ g ydil S
N\ VW, Rogerdj a Lic,
Real Estate’/Broker

PS:---Some residents of Denit Estates, and of community
9§f have been warned by said attorney against trespass

(And required by law
to disclose factsras
known of interest,
and public safety,)

on Posted lands, and others deeply concerned. RWR,
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Benning & Associates, Inc.
Land Planning Consultants

A
\\i R 8933 Shady Grove Court
A e Caifrersburg, Md. 20877
= (307) 948-0240

August 31, 1990
¥Ms. Laura McGrath
Historic Preservation Commission
51 Monroe Street
Rockville, MD 20850

Re: Denit Property, File No. 7-90015

Dear Ms. McGrath,

On January 12, 1990 we submitted a Pre-Application Plan for the
subject property. There are two houses on the Denit Property that we
identified on the Location Atlas of Historic Sites. These two buildings
are shown on Map 9 and are the Curtis (John) House, 23-39, J-8 and the
Riggs (Elisha) Stone House, 23-40, K-8. The plan that we submitted to
the Planning Commission recommended that the setting for both of these
houses remain undisturbed by retaining them on very large farm parcels.
The Planning Commission staff, however, did not like the idea of
clustering the lots on the eastern end of the project and they want us
to distribute the lots about the property as shown on the plan which we
submitted to you. 1If we are to do this, there is very little possi-
bility that the setting of the Riggs (Elisha) Stone House will be
disturbed in any way. However, the Curtis (John) House may present a
problem for us.

1 would like an evaluation of these two buildings and their
settings for either placement on the Master Plan or deletion from the
Atlas. Ve anticipate taking the revised Pre-Application Plan to the
Planning Board for approval in concept in the near future and it would
be very helpful to the Board if it had your commission's guidance in
these matters.

Yayrs truly,

e

Stahley O. Benning

cc. Gwen Marcus, N C P & P C
Francls Yeatman



8933 Shady Grove Court

(301) 948-0240

August 14, 1990

Mr. Jared Coaper

Montgomery Co. Historic Preservation Commission
Executive Office Building

101 Monroe Street

Rockville, MD 20850

Re: Denit Praperty, File No. 7-90015

Dear Mr. Cooper,

On January 12, 1990 we submitted a Pre-Application Plan for the
subject property. There are two houses on the Denit praoperty that we
identified on the Location Atlas of Historic Sites. These two buildings
are shown on Map 9 and are the Curtis (John) House, 23-398, J-8 and the
Riggs (Elisha) Stone House, 23-40, K-8. The plan that we submitted to
the Planning Commlssion recommended that the setting for both of these
houses remain undisturbed by retaining them on very large farm parcels.
The Planning Commission staff, however, did not like the idea of
clustering the lots on the eastern end aof the praject and they want us
to distribute the lots about the property as shown on the enclosed Study
Pian. If we are to do this, there is very little possibility that
setting of the Riggs (Elisha) Stone House will be disturbed in any way.
However, the Curtis (John) House may present a prablem for us.

I would appreciate it if the Historic Preservation Commission
would make an assessment of this old house. 1 have looked it aver and
it doesn't seem to have any particularly outstanding architectural
characteristics. Asbestos siding has been added and there are a number
of extraneous additions. Also, the outbuildings are common place and in
very poor condition,

I will be reviewing these plans with the Planning Commission
staff in the near future and would appreciate whatever opinions and

information that you can provide.
g %vrs truly,/é .

Benning & Associates, Inc.
Land Planning Consultants

2.3(4o

/\

Gaithersburg, Md. 20877
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N 2 NORTH CHARLES STREET
\ PO. BOX 995

1 t | BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21203-0995
) SecurityTrus

410-244-6590

(410) 244-5900 August 27, 1992

#222296- Tr. u/w of Helen P. Denit

Ms. Gwen Marcus

Historic Preservation Unit
MNCPPC

8787 Georgia Avenue

Silver Spring, MD 20910

RE: Denit Property
Dear Ms. Marcus:

Pursuant to my conversation with Mr. Bob Rivers of your office,
please be advised that Mr. Robert W. Rogers is not an agent for
the owner and does not have our authorization to act in our
behalf. All requests concerning the property should be
directed through my office at the following address:

Security Trust Company, N.A.
Trust Real Estate Department
M.S. 10-03-16

P. 0. Box 995

Baltimore, MD 21203

By copy of this letter to Mr. Rogers, all correspondence and or
questions that he may have concerning the Denit properties
should be directed to our attorney, Francis E. Yeatman.

Should you have any questions, please contact me at (410)

244-5900.
renda L. Hough, CPM
Assistant Vice President
BLH/1l1g
#4161N

cc: Mr. Robert W. Rogers
Francis E. Yeatman
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MAF?YLAND NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

———-—-—]——-—-—j 8787 Georgia Avenue ® Silver Spring Maryland 20910-3760

s [

April 13, 1995

MEMORANDUM
TO: Joe Davis

Malcolm Shaneman
Development Review

FROM: Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation Coordinatorw
Patricia Parker, Historic Preservation Planner
Design, Zoning, and Preservation Division

SUBJECT: HPC Review of Denit Property Subdivision

On April 12, 1995, the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) reviewed the
proposed subdivision for the Denit Property. This subdivision directly involves one
Locational Atlas Resource, the Elisha Riggs House, and is adjacent to one Master Plan Site,
Far View.

After a detailed presentation by staff and by the applicant’s representative, John
Westbrook, the HPC formulated its recommendation on this case. The HPC recommends
approval of this subdivision plan with the following conditions:

1. The lot which is described to contained the EliSha Riggs historic property and all
outbuildings shall be no less than 25 acres.

2. The environmental setting of the Elisha Riggs historic site shall be the 25 acre lot
noted above.

3. A tree survey which demonstrates that the plan will avoid the destruction of
significant tree specimens near the historic site shall be provided for review and
approval by staff.

4. The historic drive location will remain as situated and as gravel.

5. A substantial buffer of heterogeneous plantings of evergreen and deciduous trees
would be established at the rear of Lots #471 and #475-#480 for purposes of
screening the new construction from the Far View historic site. A
landscaping/planting plan shall be submitted for review and approval by staff.



6. All efforts shall be made to locate the two cemeteries reported to be in the vicinity
of the Denit house. If either or both cemeteries are located, they will be preserved in
a designated conservation area. If graves are located during construction, construction
will be stopped immediately.

Please include the conditions noted above in any information transmitted to the
Planning Board. Staff will be available during the Board’s hearing on this case to provide
additional information if necessary. :



PRET

\

-l

THE

AVAIN

MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
— 8787 Georgia Avenue e Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760
I

.

-

January 17, 1992

MEMORANDUM

TO: Joe Davis
Malcolm Shaneman
Development Review

FROM: Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation CoordinatoréwﬂL
Mary Ann Rolland, Historic Preservation Planner
Urban Design Division

SUBJECT: Review of Subdivision Plans

We have reviewed the following subdivision plans and found them
not to involve any identified historic resources:

#7-92003 Johnson’s Cole (In the vicinity of Locational Atlas
Resource #12/10, the James Lauman
House, not yet reviewed by HPC. No
impact.)

#7-92004 Berlu Manor

#1-92001 Great Falls Estates

#1-92002 Northwood Park

#1-92003 Potomac Chase (In the vicinity of Master Plan Site

#24/16 Poplar Grove Baptist Church. No
impact.)

#1-92005 Travilah Meadows (In the vicinity of Locational Atlas
Resource #25/13, the Harris House,
not yet reviewed by HPC. No impact.)

#1-92006 Dover Woods (In the vicinity of Master Plan Site #24/16

Poplar Grove Baptist Church. No impact.)

#1-92007 Friendship Knolls (In the vicinity of Locational Atlas

Resource #10/1, Friendshilp, recom-
mended for placement on the Master
Plan by HPC. No impact.)

#7-92001, Abrams Property, is adjacent to Master Plan Site
#23 /65, Brookeville Historic District. Although there
is no direct impact on the district, the HPC may wish
to review the subdivision plan.
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Mrs, Mary Ann Holland, Director '?]ﬁiﬁEékﬁNBE}LL’
Historic Preservation, P & P1, T oo
Dear Mary Anng August 21, 1992

In anticipation of approval for.-£es my participation in the
planning procesiby the Trustees as Owners of Denit Properties in
Trust, I am sharing some publicly known facts about Pre-Plans as
related to Appl.-92-004, rejected in its concept form.

Clustering, lack of Storm Water Controls, density in 5eacre
zones-~--on separate farms, and the Eagle's nest frought with all
kinds of public concerns for hazards to WSSC water supplies are
among problems that can be remidies with improved plannings: ----

As a life-time conservationist, and agent/broker, I know how!
LA L L L - R LR R LR R R Y T Y PR

This report is more objective with an objective of approval
in line with restrictions, codes and regulations agteptable to the
planning authorities, and public agencies. The orf-site, and some
off-site elevations, along with soil conditions;¥surface run-off,
and possible sub-surface contamination are of much concern to the
tenants, and local residents within 2-miles or more each way. The
WSSC and Health Department, with Environmental Agency, it seems
mugt assume more active parts, to have acdeptalbe subdivision,

My comments, at this time, are limited to Historic sites
23/39 and 40 as on location maps, existing (except premises);
the "restriction Line" imposed by the Board; and some of the
adjoining parcels, that seem to have been over-looked,



page 2.

First, it seems to me, that somebody:---The Owners, the

Board, and public agencies must define and identify those
objectives, within laws and regulations. As a Planner under

many varied situations, it is near impossible for enginecers and
planners to agree on so large a property with many requirements,y///
adjoining the WSS@ water supply on its Western side for about--
2-miles, and serving perhaps 1.5 million people. Its specialy

as Mrs., Denits knew it, and sought to have done herself.!.
L2 2y X2

Proposed clustering disturbs the community with too many
small lots in vieinity, and 140 -acre "preserve" for farming,
on highly erosive lands, that could the bet#er by 10 to 25 ac.
lots---as transition to Upper coves #6 and 7 (the boat landing).
When 20-0dd proposed lots were removed to other Denit Farms znd
average zizes reduce#}---most og—adjoinins ownere opposed, and
still more recently, due to density of septic disposal, and
likely subsurface water pollution,---of others miles away. (?)

The following general comments are from attached pages,
which I shall refer to as Exhibits from p#arts of them,

Exhibit #1:---The schematic, partly from topography, and approx.t///

bounds was to center location and identify coves,
(Page 1) into which surface waters flow into the reservoir,

Coves 3, 4, and 5 are of much concern to; and the -
site locations above springs generally along 400, -~
A1l private lands below elevation 425 could be
considered as non-buildable and stay under the
supervision of WSSC, in lots or separate parcels,

Page 2: Shows the usual Tax Plat bounds and owners (in 1990)
including Brown estate (about 80-acres; Adams, 17 acres;
Mrs. Glover, P~-340 and 30 acres +/- (incl. P-107); and
adjoining tracts or parcels along New Hampshire Avenue.
Those lands between Coves 3 and 5 will likely become the
"Restricted area" regardless of elevations to 486, due to
//)>—wide concerns for the eagle's Nest, and drainage waterways.

A "restriction line is shows, about 1,500 feet above the
WSSC boundary to Cove #4, and to corner Pepco Power tower,
Such line will likely become necessary to NW and along or
to SW ofy opposite side of Pepco's property, deeded to them.

Also, see Historic sites of record:---23/39 is further identified
on suppl 2 of 2, on acale of 1" equals 200 feet, with lots,
thereon, --and posséble community well site shown, which may
(or could likely be doneby WSSC) become a key factor,

~
23/39~--Renovated in 1975, and again recently; should have
larger acreage than other residential lots, with
clean-up of rubbish, pastumes, and out-buildings,
surely more than S;acres. and lease was Be~acres.

23/40--)The location is more critical and size larger due
to vicifAity of Cove #5 (and flooding above); and could have
access from from NW, with assistance of WSSC. and have
the public access necessary for lots to both sides.Est. 10.!.
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The Dept. of Natural Resources will likely specify the
criterig for vicinity of eagle's nest showm on 7-90015 which
was the original Concept number, and hearing in October 1991,

Its size would include'%égds within the "restricted line",

(including frs. Glovey ¥he old abandoned cemetary; and to V//‘

vicinity of Mrs. Denit's home with others so near Cove #3., ¥

Allof which needs be under supervision of WSSC (as to use

and re-vegation of field borders) and also a buffer in tHe

existing woodlands¥--Above Cove #4; and above Cove #3,¥In
~TFfact- a public park could be about ten-acres between said

cove boundary--and the proposed restriction line as shown,

to NW---extending from existing Yenit Estates---all the way?--

I would suggest to vicinity of Pepcp;-~at least 300 feet to

West of Unity Creek, =---flowing deep to Cove #5. y//

(You have clean copies of the same map for transposing such

of these concepts as may become appropriate or required,)

Page 3:-—q§elf-evident. being at elevation 500 at highest point
within vicinity of Denit Estates, and Lot #2 having a
well about 110 feet deep, and water st4nding near half,
therefore;--éggég%hjhgﬁsame elevation as spring within
a few hundred~yards---znd 1into Cove #2, with No-Till &
other minerals---into the Reservoir, as from Dobridge's
7-large 10¥S to Southeast, as on tax plat. (The point
is that under-ground, and over wide areas these waters,
_>Sare connected--and seek their own levels in wells.,
£ (Anothqr public well could be naar the “ate House. along
the exe=ating Denit's Lane~--a2d service perhaps the 100
or so lots, as may be approved by the Board and staff,
[ including P-306, with about 12 to 15 lots, excl ding the
- density--for Pepco, and entire serioysly exoded parcel
to SW of Pepco, and adjoining County Park fands.ygggx
Céh.

small tract, needs to become added part of Hawlin

and the main stream~--draining over 5,000 acres,¥and
flowing from the Oaks Landfill (with contaminates) from
the East of Daytonsvillegnd ancient settlements, with
septic systems sub-standard, and much seepage. Some
way, suchnsamples of polluted waters must be brought to
attention of WSSC; Envirommental, and Health agencies.c
(That in my feeble view is no¥a private duty; but is

a public responsibility, among public agencies.”
Preservation of Historic Sites become inv@lved!

Page 4: Became part o ‘concept study; where all bszse lines may
appropriatelysbeen from the same base line; but being
at different location; I chose to copy sections from
other topographic maps--to see the‘@ear-down of hille
and ridges--through centuries of changes in elevations.,
Please see elevation 520 at Unity, and how elevation 400
traverses the three-sectionaleeut being.observed. The
Lake with gates closed in elevation 36§T and below when
qﬁ\less than normal rainfall. For that reason any "Normal"
shore line is a seasonal estimate; when BM's are fixed.



Page U4,
Exhibit 5:---Part of the Soil Survey of Howard County, and
having #So0il Associations", and its coves, all
having "buffers" in soodlands or planter trees,

(Page 5) and song evidence of/ Conservation farming; but some
photos Irom above,' show yellowish coloring of the
flowing run-off after rains, and sediment in coves,

Soill samples from such alluvial deposits would
show extent (if any) of pollutgnts, or septic
seeﬁage---from either side. Ask Health Dept.?

Page 631---Taken from the Soil Survey of Montgomery County, and

showing three types in the Patuxent River Upper W/s,

\ See especially the Hawlinggs, above Brookeville, Md.
ﬂ,)L’Its proximity to Triadelphia, having more springs,

, and long contours (level) at elevation 400 becomela
part of hydrologic study, and cénclusion beyond the
concepts of planning engineers, and owners; whedgby
public Agencies such as WSSC,---or Park and Planning,
must rely of contracting specialist; and perhaps the
well diggers, ---who have done hundreds of shallow wells
since the Cavil War,8&swhere residential homes remzin.
So0il Descriptions are fully in the Mlarch 1992 "Draft"
of the "Technical Guide" by S.C.D. &taff for Mont. Co,

Page 7a:
When I thought the review was about done, more evidence
came pouring-in with "seepage from about elevation 570),
and with the help of a Master Planner, a key surveyor,
he called the elevations (from U, S, C & D Survey) as
plotted here,---and showing that run@®off, (and seepage)
flows by gravity--down to lower elevations; and if any
where»in its_return to tidal areas,--it is detained, or
the flow;--<{stored as in a reservoir), the surface becomel
nearly lever---the same elevation,---and stagnant.

That chart surprised me, and I know the area,
Also, see examples of two wells; both getting
drinking waters, from about the same sources}

office on the third floor. Its a very ¢fine building, with all of
necessary facilities; but in rural areas and on-farms, when the
density becomes excessive for soils and slopes both react deeper
----- and the water supply reservoir the wrong place to dump the
polliulants---that evolve~over—~time from such site, as are
on the front page herewith: Guard carefully for answers.

Arrachments were done over—nightézfter brief visit to your

Storm water controls Sinc yourssy
will likely require at least =
five storage basins, some re- , f '~ 49¢4L‘7—-
vecetation and tree planting; R. W. Rogers, ately.
an%ther subject for specialists,

You may share exhibits with
My, Westbrook, if he likes
or considers useful,
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Historic Preservation, P & P1l, T
Dear Mary Annj; Auguét 21,i1992

In anticipation of approval for_£ese my participation in the
planning procesf by the Trustees as Owners of Denit Properties in
Trust, I am sharing some publicly known facts about Pre-Plans as
related to Appl.-92-004, rejected in its concept form.

Clustering, lack of Storm Water Controls, density in 5-acre
zones---on separate farms, and the Eagle's nest frought with all
kinds of public concerns for hazards to WSSC water supplies are
among problems that can be remidies with improved planning:----

As a life-time conservationist, and agent/broker, I know how!
L2222 22X L2 222 222 XL 2L 22 Ly -2

This report is more objective with an objective of approval
in 1line with restrictions, codes and regulations agceptable to the
planning authorities, and public agencies. The 9Agsite, and some
off-site elevations, along with soil conditions;¥surface run-off,
and possible sub-surface contamination are of much concern to the
tenants, and local residents within 2-miles or more each way. The
WSSC and Health Department, with Environmental Agency, it seems
mugt assume more active parts, to have acdeptalbe subdivision,

My comments, at this time, are limited to Historic sites
23/39 and 40 as on location maps, existing (except premises);
the "restriction Line" imposed by the Board; and some of the
adjoining parcels, that seem to have been over-looked,



page 2,

First, it seems to me, that somebody:---The Owners, the

Board, and public agencies must define and identify those
objectives, within laws and regulations. As a Planner under

many varied situations, it is near impossible for engincers and ‘
planners to agree on so large a property with many requirements,y//’
adjoining the WSS@ water supply on its Western side for about--
2~-miles, and serving perhaps 1.5 million people. Its specialjy

as Mrs. Denits knew it, and sought to have done herself.!.
L 2L 2 XL 222k

Proposed clustering disturbs the community with too many
small lots in vicinity, and 140 -acre “"preserve" for farming,
on highly erosive lands, that could the betfer by 10 to 25 ac.
lots---as transition to Upper coves #6 and 7 (the boat landing).
When 20-0odd proposed lots were pemoved to other Denit Farms and
average zizes reduce#%---most oi—adjoinins ownere opposed, and
still more recently, due to density of septic disposal, and
likely subsurface water pollution,---of others miles away. (?)

The following general comments are from attached pages,
which I shall refer to as Exhibits from parts of them,

Exhibit #1i1---The schematic, partly from topography, and approx. d

bounds was to center location and identify coves, *//
(Page 1) into which surface waters flow into the reservoir.

Coves 3, 4, and 5 are of much concern to; and the L
site locations above springs generally along 400,
All private lands below elevation 425 could be
considered as non-buildable and stay under the
supervision of WSSC, in lots or separate parcels,

Page 2t Shows the usual Tax Plat bounds and owners (in 1990)
including Brown egtate (about 80-acres; Adams, 17 acres;
Mrs. Glover, P-340 and 30 acres +/- (incl, P=107); and
adjoining tracts or parcels along New Hampshire Avenue,
Those lands between Coves 3 and 5 will likely become the
"Restricted area" regardless of elevations to 486, due to
’/:>-wide concerns for the eagle's Nest, and drainage waterways.

A "restriction line is shows, about 1,500 feet above the
WSSC boundary to Cove #4, and to corner Pepco Power tower,
Such line will likely become necessary to NW and along or
to SW ofy opposite side of Pepco's property, deeded to them,

Also, see Historic sites of recordi---23/39 is further identified
on suppl 2 of 2, on acale of 1" equals 200 feet, with lots,
thereon,--and posseble community well site shown, which may
(or could likely be doneby WSSC) become a key factor.

23/39--J)-Renovated in 1975, and again recently; should have
larger acreage than other residential lots, with
clean-up of rubbish, pastumes, and out-buildings,
surely more than S?acres, and lease was 8-acres.,

-

23/40--)The location is more critical and size larger due

to vic¥fity of Cove #5 (and flooding above); and could have
m access from from NW, with assistance of WSSC, and have
the public access necessary for lots to both sides.Est, 10.!.




3.

The Dept. of Natural Resources will likely specify the
criterig for vicinity of eagle's nest showm on 7-90015 which
was the original Concept number, and hearing in October 1991,

Its size would include'kégds within the "restricted line",
(including Mrs. Glovey vthe old abandoned cemetary; and to V//“
vicinity of Mrs. Denit's home with others so near Cove #3. V¥
Allof which needs be under supervision of WSSC (as to use
and re-vegation of field borders) and also a buffer in e
existing woodlands*--Above Cove #43 and above Cove #3.¥In
~,fact- a public park could be about ten-acres between said
;,/‘:>éove boundary--and the proposed restriction line as shown,
to NW---extending from existing Yenit Estates---all the way?--
I would suggest to vicinity of Pepcp;--at least 300, feet to
West of Unity Creek, ---flowing deep to Cove #5,
(You have clean copies of the same map for transposing such
of these concepts as may become appropriate or required,)

Page 3:--q§elf-evident, being at elevztion 500 at highest point
within vicinity of Denit Estates, and Lot #2 having a
well about 110 feet deep, and water stinding near half,
therefore;--&gg;gg_ihe same elevation as spring within
a few hundred“yards---and into cove 72, with No-Till &
other minerals~--into the Reservoir, as from Dobridge's
7-large 10¥§ to Southeast, as on tax plat. (The point
is that under-ground, and over wide areas these waters,
_>Sare connected--and seek their own levels in wells.

s (Anothqr public well could be naar the Yate House. along
the exesting Denit's Lane---agd service perhaps the 100
or so lots, as may be approved by the Board and staff,

5 including P-306, with about 12 to 15 lots, exclpding the
- density--for Pepco, and entire gerioysly exoded parcel
o' SW of Pepco, and adjoining County Park Iands. That

small tract, needs to become added part of Hawlin Céh.
and the main stream---draining over 5,000 acres,¥and
flowing from the Oaks Landfill (with contaminates) from
the East of Laytonsvitlegand ancient settlements, with
septic systems sub-standard, and much seepage. Some

way, such:samples of polluted waters must be brought to
attention of WSSC; Environmental, and Health agencies.,——
(That in my feeble view is no¥a private duty; but is

a public responsibility, among public agencies,"
Preservation of Historic Sites become invé&lved!

Page 41 Became part\gféggncept study; where all bzse lines may
appropriatelyf{been from the same base line; but being
at different location; I chose to copy sections from
other topographic maps--to see the‘Zear-down of hille
and ridges--through centuries of changes in elevations,
Please see elevation 520 at Unity, and how elevation 400
traverses the threeesectional=cut being observed., The
Lake with gates closed in elevation 365? and below when
aqyk less than normal rainfall. For that reason any “"Normal"
shore line is a seasonal estimate; when BM's are fixed.



Page L!’ .
Exhibit 5:---Part of the Soil Survey of Howard County, and
having *Soil Associations", and its coves, all
having "buffers” in #oodlands or planter trees,
(Page 5) and somg evidence of/ Conservation farming; but some
' photos from above,’ show yellowish coloring of the
flowing run-off after rains, and sediment in coves.
So0il samples from such alluvial deposits would
show extent (if any) of pollutgnts, or septic
seePage---from either side. Ask Health Dept.?

Page 631---Taken from the Soil Survey of Montgomery County, and
showing three types in the Patuxent River Upper W/s.
See especially the Hawlinggs, above Brookeville, Md.

r‘,/‘S’"Its proximity to Triadelphia, having more springs,

and long contours (level) at elevation 400 becomexa
part of hydrologic study, and cénclusion beyond the
concepts of planning engineers, and owners; whekgby
public Agencies such as WSSC,---or Park and Planning,
must rely of contracting specialist; and perhaps the
well diggers,~--who have done hundreds of shallow wells
since the C@vil War,se-where residemtial homes remain.
Soil Descriptions are fully in thelllarch 1992 "Draft"”
of the "Technical Guide" by S.C.D. 8taff for Mont. Co,

Page 7a:s
When I thought the review was about done, more evidence
came pouring-in with "seepage from about elevation 570),
and with the help of a Master Planner, a key surveyor,
he called the elevations (from U. S. C & D Survey) as
plotted here,---and showing that run®off, (and seepage)
flows by sravity--down to lower elevations; and if any
where>in its, return to tidal areas,--it is detained, or
the flow;--{étored as in a reservoir), the surface becomel
nearly lever---the same elevation, ~---and stagnant.

That chart surprised me, and I know the area,
Also, see examples of two wells; both getting
drinking waters, from about the same sources)

office on the third floor., Its a very &ine building, with all of
necessary facilities; but in rural areas and on-farms, when the
density becomes excessive for soils and slopes both react deeper
----- and the water supply reservoir the wrong place to dump the
pollulants---that evolve~over~time from such site, as are
on the front page herewith: Guard carefully for answers.

Arrachments were done over-night(ifter brief visit to your

Storm water controls Sing yourss
will likely require at least g %/
five storage basins, some re- f / 49_-4222—'7—“
vezetation and tree planting; R. W. Rogers, ately.

andther subject for specialists.
You may sh=are exhibits with

My, Westbrook, if he likes

or considers useful,
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7"U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
“  SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

MARYLAND AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION ~ Denit Estates Citizens Grogpﬁf
. an association of people who are co_n_c:errfed
GENERAL SOIL MAP about Pre-Preliminary Plan #7-90015. ‘.
i HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND - & tlest oF
S oz - TRISADE LP H7 4
7 | SN oy ihhad » v
e T, RESERVO IR,
RL 4 /'/""-_'.gl’ A/ z /4 % . ) .
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O WARD DUCKET Z v,
RESERVOIR {7 // (A /,7///),////2 0
=" ,
VPN

’ . W s
SOIL ASSOCIATIONS W
S Mt. Airy-Linganore-Glenelg association: DomiMantly A
%% moderately deep, -somewhat excessively drained and
well-drained, moderately sloping to steep soils ‘
_ Mt Airy-Glenelg-Chester association: Moderately deep o

“/// /// and deep, somewhat excessively drained and weli-drained, .
moderately sloping to steep soils ’
‘ Glenelg-Chester-Manor association: Deep, well-drained, . _—

TRIADELPHTA
RESERVOIR

N

gt

.
\

THE

gently sloping and sloping soils e =g r December 1967
7707, Clenelg-Manor-Chester association: Deep, well-drained, (?(‘)}
////1/4 moderately steep and steep soils ) Y SeAE 1h MILES .
Neshaminy-Montalto association: Deep, well-drained, 1 o 1 2 3 4 Miles
moderately slowly permeable, gently sloping to steep L 1 L L )
" soils gl . ’ .
Relay-Brandywine-Lt : association: Deep and moderately (*) Two-decades » 1N TruSt=
- ne-Legore : 4
. I_ deep, well-drained, steep and very steep soils, mostly and Np-Till residues oo ’

very stony ] P



PAT

\?:- UXernp 77005 kﬂlfq7
N TR o

6.

WATERSHEDS OF THE
PATUXENT RIVER **

39°15/

In Montgomery “ N
County, Md.

Laytonseille

Land-fill-
(Approx.)

Soil Associationst--=S.C.S Xf;?

1, Well drained strongly
sloping, and eroded soils.,

compacted sub=-soils.,

Lra NG
Gleneig~ Mznor & Chester ’eﬂ ‘;" o LN ’ S
2, Moderately well drained; fiJ“ 4 éf
gently sloping, and silty, 2N
gravely soils that have §Q:_g»w“~~ (e
A \ >

Pr; ( {~ 39005/

i

Chillum-3eltsville & Croom

(Dominent 80il Types, each of R 4
which described in Soil Survey, \\QQ--
and "Technical Guide" March 1992, \

The topography to NE of Whiteoak along X 3
Route #29 are mainly of type 2 as showne----3\

while the North~rn Branch SE of Aston, and
Norbeck (2t Liesure World) is of Types #1.

S » M /es

L 4

Gleneig _Silt Loam, 8 to 15% slopes, moderatel§ eroded (GhC2);--
This soil is strongly sloping, and has hazards to much
erosions, capability III e=-25, quite low for croppinge

(Ranges in slopes to 25% ahd rocky.)

Gleneig gravely loam, 8 to 15% slopes, severely eroded Ggl=3)t--=
This soil has had most of its originial surface removed
by erosion. Some shallow gullies were found., (IVe-25),

EXAMPLE DESCRIPTIONS:

The Manor Seriegt----- "The Manor soils consists of rather shallow
somewhat excessively drained areas that have a_weqkly
developed sub-soil---(from original rock formations).
These soils developed (over long periods of time)from
weathered materials in place from hard slaty-schist or
softer micaceous schist (Some with crevaces, and leaks
in fractured rock, including quart® boulders on surface,
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

PREPARED BY: Laura McGrath DATE: October 3, 1990

CASE NUMBER: M-NCPPC #7-90015 TYPE OF REVIEW: Subdivision Review

SITE/DISTRICT NAME: Curtis Farm; PROPERTY ADDRESS: New Hampshire Avenue,
Riggs House Sunshine/Brighton

JAX CREDIT ELIGIBLE: N/A
DISCUSSION:

A pre-preliminary plan application has been filed for the development of
almost 680 acres east and west of New Hamphshire Avenue in Sunshine,

Maryland. 135 lots are proposed. Located on this property are two Atlas
resources: Number 23/39, John Curtis Farm and Number 23/40, Elisha Riggs Stone
House. As proposed, no subdivision will take place in proximity to the Riggs
House and existing access from New Hampshire Avenue will remain. A proposed
parcel containing 49 lots on the west end of the property, however, would
directly impact the John Curtis Farm.

Upon field inspection of the John Curtis Farm, staff could-not locate the
original log house identified as existing on the property; a two-story frame
house with tin roof is on the property. A number of outbuildings are also
standing. From the Historic Sites Survey completed in 1976, there appears to
be some uncertainty about whether the original house exists. The study of
Atlas resources commissioned by M-NCPPC in 1989 categorizes the Curtis Farm as
a VI; this means that the resource was inaccessible at the time of the
survey. It is staff’s opinion that more research is needed on this site for
an evaluation for placement on the Master Plan before a determination of the
subdivision’s impact on it can be determined. Because the Riggs House could
be impacted in possible future subdivisions, it should also be researched and
evaluated.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission reserve comment on the proposed
subdivision until both sites can be researched and evaluated for Master Plan
designation and so that a more informed determination of the subdivision’s
impact could be made. Because this is a pre-preliminary plan, the Commission
should have time to complete this research and evaluation before it is asked
to comment on the preliminary plan.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Packet prepared by M-NCPPC staff.

2145E



VAN

THE |MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

] B 8787 Georgia Avenue * Silver Spring. Maryland 20807
— UR3AN L SIGN Divia.e .
" ELEITVEM THE MARYLAN NATIONAL CAPI1,...
I ]; PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
OCT | - 1990 rJ
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION, MONTG CTY
FROM: Subdivision Office - M=-NCPPC SILVER SPRING, MD

s Nt PP

FIIE No.:__1—90015

Enclosed please find the information checked below. This
material will be discussed at the Subdivision Review Committee
Meeting of Feb. 26 , 1990 (no meeting scheduled if
blank).

New preliminary plan application with supporting
material as appropriate

Supporting material for previously reviewed prelim-
inary plan

Revised preliminary plan drawing

14 New pre-preliminary plan application
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

EINAME

HISTORIC .
John Curtis Farm

ANO/OR COMMON

FALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
22011 New Hamoshire Ave.

CITY. TOCWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Sunshine — VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
Marvland Montaomerv
FICLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS / PRESENTUSE
—IDISTAICT —PUBLC Yoceurieo _MAGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
Lauioingis) / pRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED —_COMMERCIAL __PARK
—STRAUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PRCGRESS __EDUCATIONAL _TPRIVATE RESIDENC:
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTEATAINMENT  __RELIGIOUS
—.0OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT _.SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIQEAED 71\(55: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
/ no __MILTARY __DTHER:

ZJOWNER OF PROPERTY

MAME

Mrs. Helen P. Denit (tenant-Moore Family)Telephone $:

Prettv Pennv Farm (New Hampshire 2Ave,)

CITY. TOWN STaTE , zlp code
— Sunshine —— ViCINITY OF Marvland
¥JLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber i:

COUATHOUSE, Folio 2:

AZGISTAY OF DEI33.57C  Montgomery County Courthouse

STREET X% NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE

Rockville Maryland

TAREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

DATE

—FEDQERAL

—STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

QEPQSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECOROS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




DESCRIPTIUN L

CONDITION CHECK ONE fHECK ONE
: ) _ EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED jmueaso Y ORIGINAL SITE
: GOOD —RUINS Y ALTERED __MOVED DATE
ZFAIR —UNEXPOSED ’ -

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house was not visited at the time of the survey, but
it appears to be a two-part building that is of log construction.
The main section is a small, one-story-with-attic house, with
a three-bay (west) facade and a central entrance. There are
two "lie on your stomach" windows tucked under the eaves on
this side. On the north end of this section is a brick chimney
stack. The base of the chimney is obscurred by a small, kitchen-
type wing, attached onto the main house. This may also be of
log construction and have a fireplace. The siding is covered at
present with asbestos shingles.

There are a number of good, frame farm buildings on the
property.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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| EMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

[TJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA e

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND CCUNTIES FOR PRCPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY 8CUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

i8]F ORM PREPARED BY

NAME  TITLE
Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian
JRGANIZATICN DATE
M-NCPPC July, 1974
STRIET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
8787 Georgia Ave, 585-1480
CITY GR TOWN STATE
Silver Spring Maryland

The Mearylizand Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
AZnnotated Code of Marvland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

[N el

The Survey and Inventory &re being preparsd for information
and recoré purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438 i
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.Maryland Historical Trust

State Historic Sites Inventory Form

Magi No.

yes no

1. Name

{indicate preferred name)

historic

Jobhn Curtis Farm

and/or common

2. Location

street & number

22011 New Hampshire Ave.

— not for pubtication

Sunshine

city, town —.. vicinity of congressional district lst
state Marvland county Montgomery
- - -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—u district pubiic X occupied —___agricuiture —. Museum
—— building(s) ——_ private —.. unoccupied — commercial — park
—— structure — both — work in progress — educational X__ private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment . religious .
—— object — in process ——yes: restricted — government —— scientific
—— being considered — yes: unrestricted —— industrial — transportation
not applicable X _no —_ military —— other: '

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of _é_;i-‘bv}f;érs)

name Helen P. Denit

street & number Pretty Penny Farm, New Hampshire Avetelephone no.:

state and zip code

city, town Sunshine Maryland

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Court House liber 3587
street & number folio 28

city, town Rockville

6. Representation in Existing wistorical surveys

state Maryland

ite.  MNCPPC Historic Sites Inventory

date L1970 _tederal _X state X__county ___loca

depository for survey records Park Historians Office

city, town Rockville state Maryland




7. Description sy e

‘Condition Check one Check one

— excellent — deteriorated ___ unaitered — original site

——. good — . ruins — altered —___moved date of move
- lair —— unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

—— s m——— —— - ——ie Lo e e e




i - 8. digniticance Survey No.

—f Period Areas of Significance—Check and justity below
b prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____landscape archltecture religion
- 1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic —conservation | ___law - - ) __science
! - 1500-1599 ____ agriculture - economics —literature —_sculpture
1600-1699 _X_ architecture — education — military —_soclay - "
g 1700-1799 __._art ——. engineering — music humanitarian
I 1800-1899 ____ commerce — exploration/settiement ____ philosophy —theater
S 1300~ __ communications —— Industry —— politics/government  ___ transportation
e —— Invention ) ——— other (specify)
3 ) -
£, specific dates circa 1870 Builder/Architect
)
% check: Applicable Crlterla. _A B _C _D
i and/or
{ Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _ D _E _F _G
i
L
& Level of Significance: _ national __ state _ local
i

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

3 = support.

e’ The John Curtis Farmhouse is significant as an example of

é vernacular architecture typical to that constructed in Montgomery
- County from the mid-nineteenth: through the early twentieth centuries.
; Tae house is believed to have been built by Jchn Curtis, a farmer,

' about 1870. The farm rested on 198 acres of a tract of land re-
ferred to as "Sapling Ridge." John's house was a two story log and
frame dwelling of eight rooms. Also on the farm was. a two story
frame tenant house of four rooms,-a bank barn measuring 40'x°60';—
a wagon shed, corn house, a large granarY'and other‘necesSary'butr
buildings. The farm was described in 1892 as‘"ln a good 'state of’

- cultivation" with 190 acres of cleared land and 5 or so of apple -
orchards. 2

In 1888, Jchn Curties died leaving his estate to his wife) Sarah
v Jane.3 In 1891 Sarah Jane also died and the property then went to
- their children, George, Josephine, Mary, John, Lewis and Sally.
) However, due to an over-accumulation of debts, the fdrm was-sold
by trustees to George Myers for $5513.64 in March of 1892,

3 , In April of 1920, George Myers passed the farm on to his family,
. William L., George L., Robert C., and Sallie A. M.yers.5 The farm
was later conveyed to the heirs of William Myers, Mary and Spencer
Brcwn,etc.6 Since there were too many heirs, the farm, including
. an eight room frame house with a tin rcof, a garage, a chicken house
- ¢ and six other outkuildings, was sold to P.H. Magee in January of
1966.7 However, Magee did not hold on to the farm. He sold the
198 acre farm almost immediatelv to the present owner, Helen P.
Denit.8

see attachment sheet A !
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Mont. Co. Land Records
Mont. Co. Judgement Records
Mont. Co. Comm. Tax Asses. Bk.

10. Geographical Data

171.67 acres

ok e T L T
st o c o
S

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References {o NOT complete UTM references

AL o] Lol ] ST

Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
clo bl bbbty ol Wb by J b by Ly o
' I I T S I T T R Flod bl Lo bbb by o
x el Ll Lo gd bt | I O O AR BT O I AN A
Verbal boundary description and iustification
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List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
o state code ' ‘county ) ~ _ code
state R code - - ".ééunty' e : o "'.'(:o"de
1 1 Form Prepared By T ATl n T Y Tt Lmnn T
3 ! Catherine Crawford T e e e e
: name/titie o T e e e Sl e e D T
organization Mont. Co. Hist. Preservation Comm. gspe  8/82
street & number ' telephone , R N
- Y RO L el Lyl BTN =yt
city ortown  Rockville ' T stafe - Maryiand
- A : o Y NP

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by -
R an Act of the Marvland Legislaturé to.bé&>found..in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

.The_survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
" ‘redord purposes only and do not constitiate’ any “infringement of
individual property rights.

= e Teturn to: Maryland Historical Trust
AR Shaw House
21 State Circle 3
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 N

(301) 269-2438
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attachment sheet A
John Curtis Farm

lMont. Co. Comm. Tax Asses. Bk., 1869-1876.

2Equity JA 8/26, Mont. Co. Judgement Regords.
3Equity JA.8/974," "

Ibid., and deed JA 33/39, Mont. Co. Land Records.
5Deed 262/115, Mont. Co. Land Records.

6Deed 4366/313," "

Equity # 30,898, Mont. Co. Judgement Records.
8peed 3587/28, Mont. Co, Land Records.
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HISTORIC
AND/QR COMMON .
Elisha Riggs (Stone) House
EALOCATION o -
STREET & NUMBER T ’ o R
off New Hampshire Ave., extended .
CITY. TOWN ’ . ) i CONG‘RESSlQN{AL‘msIm.cT
' Sunshine. — VICINITY OF S ‘
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iDlSTRlCT _ﬁsuc Yoceumep: DLt . —AGRICULTURE "~ _JMUSEUM
BUILDING(S) RIVATE * —_UNOCCUPIED, © —COMMERCIAL: —ﬁm‘
— STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL _Q;RIVATE RESIDENC!.
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE ' —ENTERTAINMENT ' _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT _INPROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED. ' —_GOVERNMENT  _SCIENTIFIC
_.BEING CONSIDERED 'fs: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL ~ ~ _TRANSPORTATION
L NO . —MIUTARY_ = _OTHER:
EJOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME L . ..
Mrs. Helen P, Denit ' - '~ < Pelephone§g
STREET & NUMBER
Pretty Eennv Farm oL En
CITY. TOWN _ STATE, Z1p code
Sunshine _ VICINTTY OF Maryland
[ LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #:
COURTHOUSE. Folio #:
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC.  yon+gomery County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN STATE
Rockville Maryland
EJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
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CITY. TOWN

STATE
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According to the Poole sisters of the Montgomery County
Historical Society, Elisha Riggs (or his son) was in the Con-
federate Army and hid out here during the Civil War.:
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[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian
QRGANIZATION . DATE
M=NCPPC - ‘ July, 1974
STREET & NUMBER ) TELEPHONE
8787 Georgia Ave, . 589-1480
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Silver Soring. ~Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Elisha Riggs stone house 23/40

Nev Hampshire Ave.
Sunshine, Md. 171.67 Acres

loeal history

This seall stome house vith its modexn frame sidition has long been acsocliated with
Elisha Riggs, son of Thomsa and Mary Riggs and grandson of Samuel Riggs. All were
members of the illustrious femily which etiled in Maryland in the 18th century snd have

ever since played an important ruls in the agricultural, political, and financial 1ife
of Montgomery County.

This property, criginally pert of the 1763 patent to Stephem Gartrelll, had all becnae
the property of Edvard Pemn bty the early 1800's, Whem the heirs of Bdward Pern sold
122 acres of *Resurvey of Little Vorth and Beggir's Purchase’ to Elisha Riggs in 18412
they specifically reservad the family burying ground, vhich indicates that the #mily
bad lived comeuhers om the property fcr scme mumbar of years, The Perm fsmily burying
ground, hovever, is quils a distance frca his particular housse, One of the additional

pleces of aeqﬁmdbymmxiggsnlaamnﬁmﬁuhisfathc,m
Biggs of for $1. Thomas had purchased this land froa al Cartrell (via John Pemn)
in 1825 at which time the deed also mentions Improvementa,“ In fact, the and final

purchese of affjoining land vhich Elisha Rigge made at sbout this same tims’ aiso menticns
izprovements, :

It soems most likely that Elisha lived on the plece of property ouwned by his father
and retained his residence there after becoming the owmer. Local history has it that
this vas indeed Fligha's bouse and that ome of his soms hid in he woods behind it vhem
Union soldiers came to recruit hiz into the army during the Civil War. Oddly, the 1361
Assessaent of Eliska Riggs shows 242 acres of "Little or Nothing and Beggars Purchass,
$200 assesment ror household gooda, but no asgesmment for any improvements on the entire
parcel of land.® The 1865 Martinet and Bond map, hovever, clearly shovs the Elishas
Riggs reesidence in this location, :

The Riggses lived on the property until Tligha's deakh. This portion wss sold Jor
$3712.58 by Glisha's heirs to Williemx Downes in 1883,7 It was described in hat deed a3
148% acres of '"Little Worth md Beggar's Purchase’, being Lot 2 of the divided estate of
Flisha Riggs. 4n equity suit involving a o foreclosere on WilligmaDowmes'!s estsate
in 1897 described the house at tat time as a ge house pirt frame and part stone, two
stories high plus attd.e\d.th9§oc-a snd front porch, The grounds contained a stable,
granary, corn house and others.

Henry and Hattle Marsh of Baliimore purchased opzvperty at ke 5;109 and owned it
unti] 1915 vhen it vas socld to Arthur md Mary vith vhom it vas assoclated for amny
years, In the 1930%s the Gray's btullt a frams house for themselves next to he old
dvelling, The old house vas allowed to detericamte until the frsme section vas completaly
gone and the gtome part wvas in very poor,repair, After the property was purchased by

U@inﬁ devel Hehen Domit in 1 the stone house vas completsly renovated md a
oaall ] &ddigon wvas added vheres the old frame section bad been. Immediataly behind



.» Riggs stone house = page 2

the house is a rundown log building, The property also has two barns, one an old
frame bank barn,

referred to = Land Records of Montgomery County, Deed, Y 40, 4/1825,
BS 10/413, 5/1842.
BS 10/477, 8/1841.
» I 40, 4/1825,
. BS 11/39, 2/18424
uunut Roocards of Montgomery County, 1861,
EBP 32/231, 5/1884s
t Court of Montgomery County, Equity Case #1483,
o JA 58/272, 5/1897.
248/399, 3/1915.
3793/803, 7/1968

Deed
Id,
Tbdd,
Ibid,
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Brinklow./Brighton Area Citizens' Association
B/BACAH
Box 56
Brinklow, MD 20862
Lith
Denit Estates Citizens' Group Subcommittee
2 Rocky Glen Court

Brookeville, MO 20833
>5>>>>5>55555>>>5555555535555555555555555 5555

July 17, 1992
10:00 AM

Re: Denit property preliminary plan #7-90015, and#1-92004

Agenda
Prepared by Irene Grunberger, B/BACA & DECGS

1. Present list of private groups who have serious reservations about RC 5
on this land.

2. Suggest list of public agencies at local, state and federal levels and
possible names of contact people in each who have a significant interest in
the plan should be kept informed of progress where pertinent.

3. Request list of all agencies, public and private, and names of contact
people in each who are presently responsible for reviewing the plan at all
stages.

4. List of serious concerns about the preliminary plan presently in the file.

5. Affirm that waivers and special exceptions need to be discussed at least
at a meeting if not at a public hearing, inviting all concerned.

6. Propose land use changed from RC 5 to R 25 or no clustering with R5 or
more.



Agenda
July 17, 1992
B/BACA & DECGS

7. Propose land use if the land remains RC 5.
a. Land buffer of 1500 or more of normal shoreline of Triadelphia
reservoir must remain firm, no special exceptions, no waivers
without a public hearing.

b. Covenant prohibiting use of any kind of pesticides or herbicides,
applied either by householder or employee(s) such as a lawn
service.

c. Establish a permanent preserve around the bald eagles' nest with
a radius no less than 1320" with buffer of trees and hedge row
with cyclone fence to be maintained jointly by Montgomery
County DNR and MNCPPC park personnel.

d. Cluster with contiguous open space and developed space.
8. Review Olney Master Plan of June 1980.

9. Propose nonpaid citizen advisory committee (CAC) for staff and land
planning consultant.

10. Request record for file of minutes of meetings held with land planning
consultant and/or the personal representatives of the Security Trust Bank
as well as civic organizations.



Agenda
July 17, 1992
B/BACA & DECGS

Serious concerns with preliminary plan #1-92004 currently on file

1. Clustering is with land parcels not contiguous with one another. This
defeats the purpose and spirit of the concept of clustering.

2. Buffer of 1500' from normal shoreline of Tridelphia reservoir must
remain firm. Planning board voted unanimously on this at last hearing
(10/3/91). It was a conservative estimate of reasonable length.

3. Though lot size as proposed is 2 acres there is still need for storm water
management for this fragile land.

4. Flood plain exists beneath PEPCO lines and extends on both sides. This
needs to be addressed in future plans with strict adherence to state and
federal guidelines.

5. There are 12 perennial and 3 seasonal springs on the land. The
Tridelphia reservoir bottom is at 366' above sea level while the surface
water is 400" above sea level, as are all the springs and the shallow wells of
residents east and west of the proposed development. When bluing is
placed in one of the springs it is later seen in the reservoir. This leads to
the conclusion that there is an underground pond of water from which the
wells and the springs draw, and which washes into the reservoir. The
reservoir backwashes during storms and at high water stages.

6. When bluing is placed in one of the wetlands it is also later seen in the
reservoir.

7. The wetlands are found at the springs, surrounding the small streams
and around the coves on the western side of the reservoir.

8. Proposed roads traverse slopes rather than follow contours, and
traverse wetlands, streams and springs as well.

9. Proposed lots exceed LDA and NDA requirements.






Agenda
July 17, 1992
B/BACA & DECGS

17. Hydro-geological report issues proposal
I.) must be site specific
1.) comprehensive statement of geology of the site
II.) water flow rate through variety of geological sites on the
property
III.) sedimentation rate for
1.) springs
2.) coves
3.) wetlands
4.) streams
IV.) water quality
1.) pathogens
A.) bacterial
B.) viral
2.) organic toxins
B.) soluble
b.) insoluble
3.) inorganic toxins
A.) heavy metals
B.) soluble
C.) insoluble
V.) projected imperviousness percentage

18. Add wild minks to catalogue of observed wildlife, seen in Hawlings
River July 1992, along with one immature bald eagle seen soaring on
thermals over farm lands east of New Hampshire Avenue July 1992.

19. Degraded water quality has far reaching implications, both
commercial and public.

20. Transportation studies indicate nearest intersections will be at or
exceed failure.



PRELIMINARY PLAN #1-92004 INTERESTED PARTIES

Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Chesapeake Bay watershed

AGENCY ORGANIZATION PERSON AREA OF CONCERN CONTACT PERSON TITLE
Agricultural Lands Preservation Program agricultural land use Chris, Jeremy agronomist
Agricultural Lands Program/Maryland State agricultural land use Chris, Jeremy agronomist
Agriculture, Maryland Department of agricultural land use
Agriculture, U.S. Department of agricultural land use
Alliance of Local Associations for Regional Monitoring, Inc./ALARM land use in northeastern Mont. Co. Reed, Sue President H
Ashton-Sandy Spring Civic Association effects on Ashton-Sandy Spring area
Audubon Naturalist Society environmental issues Fitzpatrick, Neal Director
Barrett, Curt expert hydrologist Barrett, Curt expert hydrologist
Benning and Associates land planning consultants Benning, Stanley President & Owner
Benoit, Mr. oak tree 240 yrs. old at 650 & Rocky Glen Dr. Brnoit, Mr. owner
Brinklow/Brighton Area Civic Association/B/BACA land use from Ashton to Sunshine 1 mile either side N. Hamp Avé Murch, Robert President
Chesapeake Bay Foundation Chesapeake Bay watershed Baker, William President

Bohlen, Dr. Curtis Naturalist

Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Chesapeake Bay watershed

Chesapeake Wildlife Sanctuary

endangered species of Patuxent River watershed

Pearce, Dianne

Executive Director

Community & Environmental Defense Services

environmental issues

Klein, Richard

President

Department of Health/Division of Lincensure and Regulatory Services

septics and wells

Carty, Robert

Division Director

Department of Health/Division of Lincensure and Regulatory Services

septics and wells

Sandberg, Hamry

Public Health Engineer

Environmental Protection Agency/Department

Department of Natural Resources, Maryland non-tidal wetlands Jenkins, William Naturalist
Department of Natural Resources, Maryland non-game and urban wildlife program Therres, Glen Supervisor
Department of Natural Resources,Maryland Maryland Scenic and Wild Rivers Wilson, John Director
Environmental Protection Agency/Department water, air, noise, quality in Montgomery County Graham, Ted Director
Environmental Protection Agency/Department water, air, noise, quality in Montgomery County Hoey, Ann Deputy Director
water, air, noise, quality in Montgomery County Lake, David Assistant

Flanagan, Robert

legislative district and constituents

Flanagan, Robert

Maryland Delegate

Fowler, Bernie

legislative district and constituents/Patuxent River Watershed

Fowler, Bernie

Maryland Senator

Grunberger, Irene

land use

Grunberger, Irene

Board of Directors B/BACA

Kautfenger, Richard

Montgomery County Civic Federation

Hunting Ridge Homeowners Assoc development vic a vis environmental issues Mc Clure, Dr. Charles President

Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin Potomac River Watershed

1zaak Walton League of America-Bethesda /chevy chase chapter wise use of America’s soil, woods, water, & wildlife Fisher, Warren President
Kauffenger civic leader

Kittleman, Robert

legislative district and constituents

Kittleman, Robert

Maryland Delegate

Maryland Natural Heritage Program

preservation of endangered species & their ecosystems in MD

Maryland Ornithological Society

birds

Mc Cabe, Christopher J.

legislative district and constituents

Mc Cabe, Christopher J

Maryiand Senator

Mc Cabe, Thomas

development vic a vis environmental issues

Mc Cabe, Thomas

B/BACA Vice Pres

Montgomery County Environmental Network environmental issues Greenspan, Nancy President

Montgomery County Green Democrats environmental issues Abraman, Robert Director

Morella, Constance legislative disirict and constituents Morella, Constance U. S. Rep/MD District 8
Nature Conservancy preservation of endangered species & their ecosystems Bender, John Naturalist

Nature Conservancy preservation of endangered species & their ecosystems Bender, John Naturalist

Nature Conservancy preservation of endangered species & their ecosystems Droege, Mary Land Protection Analyst
Nature Conservancy preservation of endangered species & their ecosystems Klockner, Wayne Naturalist

PAGE 1




PRELIMINARY PLAN #1-92004 INTERESTED PARTIES

Potter, Neal

AGENCY ORGANIZATION PERSON AREA OF CONCERN CONTACT PERSON TITLE

Nature Conservancy preservation of endangered species & their ecosystems Klockner, Wayne Naturalist

Patuxent River Commission preserving water quality in Patuxent River Watershed Burke, David Member
Montgomery County Potter, Neal County Executive

Preston, Patrick E.

environmental issues & the law

Preston, Patrick E.

attorney at law

Project Open Space

establishing and preserving open space in Mont Co.

Chris, Jeremy

agronomist

Project Open Space for Montgomery County

establishing and preserving open space in Mont Co.

Brower, Timothy

agronomist

Rogers, Robert

soil conservation

Rogers, Robert

soil conservation expert

Security Trust Bank of Baltimore

Denit property

Yeatman, Francis

Personal representative

Soil Conservation Service/Maryland

agricultural practices to prevent soil erosion

Soil Conservation Service/U. S.

agricultural practices to prevent soil erosion

The Backyard Naturalist

birds/habitat of bald eagle

Klein, Debi & Michael

retailers/birders

Trail Riders of Today

horseback riding

Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission/WSSC

Trout Unlimited National Hdgts environmental issues Blalock, Richard civic leader

U. S. Army Engineer District, Baltimore Corps of Engineers water quality of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Mc Kevitt, Mark E. Director

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of law enforcement enforcement of endangered species act Lacey, Skip Director

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of law enforcement enforcement of endangered species act Bavin, Clark Director

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of law enforcement information on endangered species act Bavin, Clark Director

Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission/WSSC water for Montgomery and Prince George's Counties Gans, Roger Division Head, Engineering Support
WSSC watershed management Grear,Michael Triadelphia Reservoir manager

Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission/WSSC

water for Montgomery and Prince George's Counties

Habibian, Mohammed T.

Environmental Engineering & Scien

Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission/WSSC

water for Montgomery and Prince George's Counties

Hocevar, Richard

General Manager

Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission/WSSC

WSSC watershed management

Yaeger, Larry

WSSC police

Watson, Pat

legislative district and constituents of Flanagan & Kittleman

Watson, Pat

Legislative Assistant

PAGE 1




PRELIMINARY PLAN #1-92004 INTERESTED PARTIES

AGENCY ORGANIZATION PERSON PHONE STREET CITY ZIP AGCY ORG TYPE
Agricultural Lands Preservation Program 301-217-2345 Rockville 20850 public
Agricultural Lands Program/Maryland State 301-217-2345 Rockville 20850 public
Agriculture, Maryland Department of 261-8106 public
Agriculture, U.S. Department of public
Alliance of Local Associations for Regional Monitoring, Inc./ALARM 301-4219333 P.O. Box 94 Ashton 20861 private/civic
Ashton-Sandy Spring Civic Association P.O. Box 60 Ashton 20861 private/civic
Audubon Naturalist Society 301-652-9188 8940 Jones Mill Road Chevy Chase 20815 private/civic
Barrett, Curt 301-774-0243 private consultant
Benning and Associates 301-948-0240 8933 Shady Grove Court Gaithersburg 20877 private
Benoit, Mr. 301-774-4395 New Hampshire Avenue Brookeville 20833 private
Brinklow/Brighton Area Civic Association/B/BACA 301-774-6463 Box 28 Brinklow 20862 private/civic
Chesapeake Bay Foundation 301-261-2350 162 Prince George Street Annapolis 21401 private/civic
Chesapeake Bay Foundation 301-261-1131 162 Prince George Street Annapolis 21401 private/civic
Chesapeake Bay Foundation 301-268-8816 162 Prince George Street Annapolis 21401 private/civic
Chesapeake Wildlife Sanctuary 301-390-7011,7010 17308 Queen Anne Bridge Road {Bowie 20716 private/civic
Community & Environmental Defense Services 301-329-8194 P.O. Box 206 Maryland Line } 21105-0206 { private consultant
Department of Health/Division of Lincensure and Regulatory Services {301-217-7272 100 Maryland Avenue, 4th floor iRockville 20850 public
Department of Health/Division of Lincensure and Regulatory Services §301-217-7272 100 Maryland Avenue, 4th floor §Rockville 20850 public
Department of Natural Resources, Maryland 301-974-3654 public
Department of Natural Resources, Maryland 410-827-8612 Route 662 P. O. Box €8 Wye Mills 21679 public
Department of Natural Resources,Maryland 410-974-3654 public
Environmental Protection Agency/Department 301-217-2380 Rockville 20850 public
Environmental Protection Agency/Department 301-217-2380 Rockville 20850 public
Environmental Protection Agency/Department 301-217-2380,7280 Rockville 20850 public
Flanagan, Robert 410-841-3200,301-854-6020 iLowe House Office Bldg Annapolis 21404 public
Fowler, Bernie 1-800-492-7529 James Senate Office Bldg Annapolis 21401 public
Grunberger, Irene 301-774-7718, 937-1000 2 Rocky Glen Court Brookeville 20833 private/civic
Hunting Ridge Homeowners Assoc 301-774-0970 21605 Gentry Lane Brookeville 20833 private/civic
Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin 301-984-1908 6110 Executive Boulevard Rockville 20852-3903 {public

Izaak Walton League of America-Bethesda /chevy chase chapter 301-926-8712 6700 Needwood Road Derwood 20855 private/civic
Kauffenger, Richard 301-871-1369 private/civic
Kittleman, Robert 410-841-3401,301-854-6020 {Lowe House Office Bldg Annapolis 21404 public
Maryland Natural Heritage Program 301-974-2870,410-858-8041 Annapolis private/civic
Maryland Ornithological Society private/civic
Mc Cabe, Christopher J. 858-3671 James Senate Office Bldg Annapolis 21401 public

Mc Cabe, Thomas 301-774-0875,596-3080 900 Rocky Glen Court Brookeville 20833 private/civic
Montgomery County Environmental Network private/civic
Montgomery County Green Democrats 301-933-2225 12022 Milton Street Wheaton 20902 private/civic
Morella, Constance 202-225-5341 1024 Longworth HOB Washington 20515 public
Nature Conservancy 301-656-8673 2 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 600  iChevy Chase (20815 private/civic
Nature Conservancy 301-656-8673 2 Wisconsin Circle, Suite 600 Chevy Chase 120815 private/civic
Nature Conservancy 301-656-8673 2 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 600 Chevy Chase 20815 private/civic
Nature Conservancy 301-656-8673 2 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 600 Chevy Chase 20815 private/civic
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PRELIMINARY PLAN #1-92004 INTERESTED PARTIES

AGENCY ORGANIZATION PERSON PHONE STREET CITY Zip AGCY ORG TYPE
Nature Conservancy 301-656-8673 2 Wisconsin Circle, Suite 600 Chevy Chase 20815 private/civic
Patuxent River Commission public

Potter, Neal 101 Monroe Stree Rockville 20850 public

Preston, Patrick E. 301-952-1852 14324 OLd Marlborough Pike Upper Marlboro ;20772 private consultant
Project Open Space 301-217-2345 Rockville public

Project Open Space for Montgomery County 301-974-3581 public

Rogers, Robert 301-654-3399 4701 Willard Avenue Chevy Chase 20815 private consultant
Security Trust Bank of Baltimore 301-565-2130 8720 Georgia Ave Suite, 706 Silver Spring 20910 private

Soil Conservation Service/Maryland public

Soil Conservation Service/l). S. public

The Backyard Naturalist 301-924-0024 180600 Georgia Avenue Olney 20832 public

Trail Riders of Today 301-588-TROT,301-926-4723 {13700 Darnestown Road Gaithersburg 20878 private/civic

Trout Unlimited National Hdqgts 703-281-1100 800 Follin Lane S. E. Vienna private/civic

U. S. Army Engineer District, Baltimore Corps of Engineers 410-862-2650 P. O. Box 1715 Baltimore 21203-1715 ipublic

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of law entorcement 410-329-6083 P. O. Box 390 Parkton 21120 public

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of law enforcement 703-358-1949 4401 North Fairfax Drive Arlington 22203 public

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of law enforcement 703-358-2171 4401 North Fairfax Drive Arlington 22203 public

Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission/WSSC 301-206-8000 14501 Sweitzer Lane Laurel 20707 public

Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission/WSSC 301-774-9124 2 Brighton Dam Road Brookeville 20833 public

Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission/WSSC 301-206-8000 14501 Sweitzer Lane Laurel 20707 public

Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission/WSSC 301-206-8000 14501 Sweitzer Lane Laurel 20707 public

Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission/WSSC Brighton Dam Brookeville 20833 public

Watson, Pat 410-841-3200,301-854-6020 {Route 108 & Ten Oaks Clarksville public
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HISTORIC SITE: No 23/40

Elisha Riggs House, and
two barns; and add'l
tenant house, by WSSC

A Cove No. 5.
Premises--10 to 12 ac?
and tan to 14 acre riral 16 s

to NW, and Route #97, via WSSC
and Cemetary Road--to Cove #7.

/ ) o the Landing. see
The site fg partly closed-in

by Pepco R/, and Unity Creek,
that drains some 585 acres into
Triadelphia---from West of 97,
and in flood stage 20 or more
times average annual,

Denisty in 5-acre zone should
be reduces to about 12 lots

(on the 140 acres) after the
exclusion of Pepco/ Unity Cr
NDA areas, and to protect
WSSC water storage from
eXxceec development on slopes,
from which top soils removed,
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Estate trystees’ charity battle

t

By BARBARA GOFFMAN

. Journal staff writer

Seven years after her death, Helen Demt re-
mains a woman of mystery

‘Would she want part of her 666 acres in the
northeast part of the county to be converted
into homés? Or would Denit prefer the water-
shed land to be a park" People who knew her

disagree.

"Both sides will come together mmorrow af-
ternoon before the county Planning Board
when it considers a plan to build 133 homes

N[9S

on the land. The property is in Sunshine, about
two miles northeast of Brookeville near the
Triadelphia Reservoir.

Demt willed her land to a trust with instruc-

" tions that proceeds from the property’s devel-

opment be given to several charitable institu-
tions, including Montgomery General Hospital
in Olney. The trust, now managed by Nations-
Bank, has been working on development plans
for several ‘years.

The trustees believe building the homes
would enable them to fulfill Denit’s charitable

Mrs Denit created Demt Estates. She did
the same in Olney: bought land and developed
it,” said Stanley Bennett, the developers’ engi-
neer. “It doesn’t sound reasonable to say she
wouldn't have built more houses.”

But some local residents, who want the pro-
ject cut in half, say that protecting the environ-

-ment would have been more impoértant to

Denit.
Please see EAGLE, A8

| —

Battle over charitable Sunshine estate

EAGLE from A1

*‘She would be rolling over in her
- grave if she knew what was going
on,” said Debi Klein, spokeswoman
for the Brinklow/Brighton Area Citi-

zens Association. ‘‘This is a quality

of life issue. Mrs. Denit wanted the
land to be used in the best interests
of the community, and we don’t
think threatenmg the reservoir isin
the best interest.”

The developers’ preliminary plan,
to be discussed tomorrow, calls for
building five clusters of homes on
the land. Sixty percent of the proper-
ty will become forested, said Joe Da-
vis, a county planner. Most of the
land is now agricultural.

In 1991, the Planning Board issued
seven guidelines for the development,

including that no homes be built within
1,500 feet of the reservoir — the équiv-
alent of the length of five football fields.
The commissioners feared contaminat-

“ing the reservoir, which supplies water

to nearly 1 million people.

Since then, however, the county’s
planning department has agreed to a
modified proposal, which would allow
homes 600 feet from the reservair, Da-
vis said: That proposal will be dis-
cussed tomorrow.

The change of heart came after ex- .

amining a developer-funded hydrogeo-
logical study, Davis said. The study
concluded that building within 1,600
feet of the reservoir would not pose an

environmental danger. Key county de-
. ‘partments that examined the study, in-

cluding Health and Environmental Pro-
tection,
But members of the Brinklow-

L
o

/Brighton Area Citizens Association re-
main concerned.

Barbara Fraser lives on a leased
farm on the Denit property, and she
said she regularly sees eagles, wild ca-
naries, turkey vultures and foxes. She
said she fears what will happen to the
animals if the Denit land is converted
into harmes.

By studying if homes could be closer
to the reservoir than 1,500 feet, the de-
velapers violated the spirit of the Plan-
ning Board’s guidelines, Klein added.

“If they've ignored that, we can’t
trust that there will be adequate adher-
ance to any.of the other guidelines,”
she said. .

Klein and BBACA Vice President
Irene Grunberger also worry that im-
proved technology could one day find
that homes so nearthewaterdopose a
danger, and they say traffic safety is-

QeTuee on NexT PAGE

sues have not been adequately
addressed.

“The planning commission said in
1991 that it wanted to err on the side of
caution, and that's what they should
do,” Klein said.

But Benning, the developers engl-
neer, said the activists’ concerns are
unnecessary.

- “The study used the most conserva-
tive itandards " he said. “The develop-
ment is not going to hurt anything. The
Health Department standards are ex-
tremely strict.”

If the Planning Board approves the
develapment, construction could begin
as early as fall, Davis said.

Tomorrow’s meeting will be in the

auditorium of the Planning Board
building at 8787 Georgia Ave. in Silver

Spring.
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Denit houses threaten more
than reservou', resident says

Poss1ble grave sites need i entlfi

by Jeff Allanach
Staff Writer

Adverse affects .a - proposed

development might have on the .

Triadelphia Reservoir is not the
only cencern of local residents
opposed to the plan.

Though the Planning Board
deemed the plan unacceptable
last week and asked the devel-
opers to redesign it to protect
the drinking water supply, the
property could be the home to
as many as 50 graves, not count-
ing potential slave graves, be-
longing to-the family of former
property owners.

The problem, however, rests
in identifying the location of
those grave sités on the 667-acre
property.

“I urge the planning commis-
sion to require every effort to lo-
cate these cemeteries and not
allow development on these
lots,” said Brookeville resident

Mary Gardner at a hearing on .

the proposed development be-
fore the Planning Board last
week.

Gardner appeared before the
Planning Board with Charles
Gartrell 1V, whose family owned
what is now known as theé Denit
property generations ago.

7 R

Garrrell, ,wh noW lives near
Baltimore, ‘'met Gardner wlen
she was researching  the
Brookeville “Book of Names”
for the town’s bicentennial last
vear. One element for the
“Book of Names” is listing the
burial sites of people who used
to live in Brookeville.

Gardner said Gartrell told
him that as many as 50 of his an-
cestors are buried somewhére
on the Denit property, the site
proposed for development.

Gartrell, 85, told
that Helen Denit, who owned
the 667 acres until her death in
1988,
rounding the cemetery along
with the headstones.

“He told me at that point he
did not know exactly where

they were because he had not

been there for.
Gardner.

Gardner and Gartrell walked
the property anyway, found the
fence and some headstones now
used on a foot path.

Gardner guessed that the last
person buried on the site was
probably in the 1800s, in the
generation of Gartrell’s grandfa-
ther, and that she will do more
research with the Montgomery

years,” said

_the plan,”

Gardner.

removed the fence sur-.

}IthIl |

County Historical Society in an
attempt to locate the grave sites
for the Gartrell family.

“It will be very hard (to lo-
cate the graves) It seems pretty
certain that it’s somewhere on
said Gardner. “But
without some extensive re-
search, it’s hard to know where
itis.”

If the grave site can not be
located before development of
the property, Gardner suggested
to the Planning Board that'it re-
quire the developer to cease
construction if they come across
any remains while building the
homes.

Before Denit’s death, she
willed the property to a charita-
ble trust fund with NationsBank
as the trustee. Martin Hutt, a
lawyer with Lerch, Early &
Brewer Chartered, represented
the trust at the hearmg last
week.

Hute said the developer is
willing to .work with any citizen

. .willing to reciprocate in finding

the grave sites, but that he
needs more of a definitive loca-
tion on the property.

“We can only respond to in-
formation that’s provided to us
with specifics,” said Huet.

Board to dis%zs//s(,zba@rgable housing

The Montgomery County
Planning Board will hold a work
session on the recommended
site plan guidelines for projects
containing moderately: priced

dwelling units (MPDUs) on
June 1.
Guidelines address ~where

MPDUs should be located on a
site, how many MPDUs should
be grouped together, which
housing types are best suited for
MPDUs and what unit types and
amenities the Planning Board
should encourage.

Copies of the proposed guide-

lines and a companion planning
department staff report may be
obtained by calling the planning
department at 495-4610.

The work session will be in
the Planning Board’s auditorium,
8787 Georgia Ave. in Silver,
Spring.



Porloith .
Business leaders applaud

repeal of construction tax

Representatives of the busi-
ness community are applauding
the County Council’s vote last
Thursday to repeal the controver-
sial construction excise tax.

The tax, which required de-
velopers to contribute money for
roads and other infrastructure,
was approved by the council in
December 1991 but never col-
lected.
~ The bill to repeal the tax, first
introduced in September 1992 by
Councilman William E. Hanna
Jr, won approval from the coun-
cil in a 6-3 vote yesterday. The
repeal was supported by County
Executive Douglas M. Duncan.

“I've slept with this bill under
my pillow for the last several
years, waiting for the tooth fairy
to arrive,” Hanna said.

Hanna (D-Dist. 3), of
Rockville, said the tax was partic-
ularly troublesome given the fed-
eral government’s plans to down-
size s operations in Mont-
gomery County.

“We are going to need every
conceivable device that we.can
think of to try an: attract new
businesses in order to support the
tax base,” Hanna said.

Councilwoman Nancy Dacek
(R-Dist. 2) of Darnestown and
Councilman Isiah Leggett (D-At
large) of Burtonsville, who had
supported the tax in- the past,
prO\IIidcd the needed votes for re-
peal. ,

Slav)gs”

: by Anna Joyce W éearéh Boulevard will be called
.- Staff Writer Key West Avenue. Once it is

Lane closures and minor tie-
ups on Route 28 west of Inter-
state 270 are due to the ongoing

. extension of Key West Avenue.
: * Currently, lane closures be-

.tween the highway and Shady-

*Grove Road are due to pipe and

¢ drainage work and relocation of -

- utility lines along Route 28.
: The State Highway Adminis-
:tration 'is building a six-lane

:highway that will extend from.

‘the - west ramps of 1-270 on
" Rovite 28 to West Gude Drive at
Key West Avenue..
The new 1.4-mile strip of
road that will cut through the

SFRataiNaiy HatHid ¥ Re-

completed, it will be designated

Route 28.

Excavation and some tempo-
rary surfacing at West Gude
should start this summer, said
SHA spokeswoman Valerie Bur-
nette Edgar.

- The total cost of the project is
about $10.7 million and 15 ex-
pected to relieve current traffic
congestion' and provide infra-
structure for future develop-
ments, like the Thomas Farm.,

“Youw’ll probably sece a lot
more noticeable work next
spring,” including the new tie-
. ins to_existing roads, Edgar said.

Sitting tight for six-lane highway

awarded the contract and the en-
tire project should be done in
1997. ‘

The. current Route 28 from
Hunting Hill Road to. Shady
Grove will be called Darnestown
Road. :

From the 1-270 interchange to

-Shady Grove Road, Route 28

will be known as West Mont-
gomery Avenue. The SHA will .
transfer  jurisdiction of both
Darnestown Road and West
Montgomery Avenue to Mont-
gomery County when those
roads are finished, SHA officials
said. :
Single lane closures along
Route 28 are occurring weekdays
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