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HPC Minutes - May 15, 1986

""The next item on the agenda was the evaluation of the
&,Musqrove/Hobbs House (#23/41) located immediately adjacent to
the Sunshine Historic District at 22401 Georgia Avenue. Ms.
Crawford made the staff presentation. The house evolved over a
period of time, the oldest section having been built in the
late 18th century by John Musqgrove. His son, Nathan, added the
current main block of the building soon thereafter. The latest
major addition was constructed as a rear wing in 1978. Fred
Booth, the owner of the farm, said that he felt that the farm
does have historic significance, but it is not as it was
150-200 years ago. Each addition was functional as opposed to
purely architecturally compatible. He also expressed his
concern about maintaining the outbuildings on the property. As
he does not farm the property there is no economic advantage to
restoring them. He expressed concern about increasing the
houses energy efficiency and stated that he may wish to put
vinyl siding on in the future. Mr. Mok pointed out that there
are numerous disadvantages to adding vinyl siding which include
the fact that all buildings need to breathe, that siding itself
discolors .over the years and thus needs to be painted, siding
frequently becomes brittle as it ages, and that during a fire

vinyl creates toxic gases. Ms. Crawford stated that she found
the house an interesting evolution in terms of architectural"
style. ’

MOTION: Ms. McGuckian moved that the Musgrove/Hobbs House be.
recommended to the Planning Board for placement on the Master
Plan based on criteria la., because of the evolution of an 18th
century house with an addition added every 50 years or so; and
2d, because the whole was greater than the sum of the parts.
The recommended environmental setting was the entire 6.5 acres
which include a fine col}ection of outbuildings but that note
should be made of the poor condition of several of them. Mr.
Miskin seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

TRANSMITTAL - June 20, 1986

The Commission evaluated and unanimously recommends the
. placement of the Musgrove/Hobbs house (#23/41), 22401 Georgia
Avenue, Sunshine, on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation
based on criteria la, because of the evolution of the original
18th century house with an addition. added approximately every
50 years and 2d, because the whole is greater than the sum of

its parts. The construction of the house evolved ove ri
of time, ‘the present middle section having been builtrig Egglod
late 18th century by John Musgrove. His son Nathan added the
current maln block of the building soon thereafter. The house
continued to evolve with the latest major addition being a rear
wing being constructed in 1978. The recommended environmental
setting is the entire 6.5 acre parcel which includes a fine
collection of outbuildings but note should be made of the poor
condition of several of those buildings.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This seven bay by one bay, two and a half story, frame house has
grown over the years by additions built by variocus owners. .
Built on fieldstone foundations and facing south, there are three

" distinct sections. The oldest section of the house is a one roonm struc-

ture. 4 later, two room, two and a half story addition was built west and
slightly to the south of the original house. Finally, during the

- 1970s a modern two and a half story wing was built to the north.

The south (front) perch extends across the south elevaticn of the west
addition. This porch has a shed roof covered by green raised seam metal
covering. Four chamfered posts with curved brackets support the roof.
Three wooden steps lead up to the porch. The south door is wooden paneled

~and is flanked by three 1ight sidelights and is surmounted by a five light

transom. On the east elevaticn of the west section there is a twelve light
door which is protected by a shed roofed hood.

The house has four over four double hung windows flanked by green
wooden louvered shutters. Windows in the north section are two over two
-double hung. In the east and west gables of the west sectioen there are
two four-light wilndows. '

The house has shed and gable roofs covered by green corruzated metal.

- There are three chimneys; a massive interior fieldstone chimney in the:

east section; and exterior stove chimney on the west elevation of the
west. section, an interior stove chimney in the north section.

There are several outbuildings associated with this house.

The south (front) door opens into a central hallway. An open string,
double run stairway ascends along the east interior wall. It has a turned

4 - newel post and square balusters. To the east of the hall is the dining

3 . room and to the west is the living room. At the north end of the hall and
- at the north end of the dining room two steps lead down into the kitchen

"~ and breakfast room (at the west end). At the east end of the kitchen there

"~ is a small room now used as a family room. This family room was the

original structure erected on this site. .

There are random width floors throughout the house. The living room -
and central hall have very wilde floor boards. The walls and ceilings are
generally plaster over lath. The family room has vertical and horizontal
planked wainscotting and exposed rafters. There are wooden paneled doors
and molded door frames., The family room fireplace is constructed of rield-
stone and there is a simple horizontal wooden shelf which serves as the
mantle. There are smaller brick firevlaces in the living and dining rooms
with simple mantles and surrounds.

Referring to Figure IIT attached, it 1is believed that the orivinal
sections I and II with the central enclosed fireplace were constructed by
John Musgrove (18th century). It is further believed that John's son
Nathan added Sections III and IV around 1800. The present owner added
Section V in 1978. |

See Figure II, which is a rough diag*am of the first floor. The
second floor cove*s all but Part I.

(Continued on Attachment Sheet A)
CONTIVU—' ON S DARATE SHEET IP NECESSARY




Attachment Sheet A

”Musgrove/Hobbs'Eoﬁse
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. EASIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
PREMISTORIC —ARCHEQLUGY-PREHISTORIC —.COMMUNITY PLANNING ~=LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLGGY-HISTORIC «-CONSERVATION ——blAW ’ __SCIENCE
- —1500-15399 ~ —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS .. ==LITERATURE ) T —SCULPTURE
_1800-1699 __ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION - —MIUTARY o " __SOCIALMUMANITARIAN
X 1700-1799  —ART —ENGINEERING  ~ ~  ~ _Music - ' —THEATER
X 1800-1899 . —COMMERCE  XexpLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY  _-TRANSPORTATION
1900- = —COMMUNICATIONS " —INOUSTRY Tt —POUTICS/GOVEANMENT X omnerisrearm
. Ve e o U wvewmon - omee e T e e - Tocal History
rest SLM?MENTOF&GVWWANCE - - | B _ _
) - This bu_lalng is sivnificant as an example of 2 small, early farn-
ed house which grew to meet the needs of its owners. . . :
nt . - ~The property "Gaither's Purchase" probably entered the Galther fam’
'ght ' around 1725 when EBenjamin Gaither was iranted a large tract of land in
) this region known as "Benjamin's Lott."+ Gaither's Purchase was no dout
=

i .- acquired soon after .this original grant, and was probably a tract adjact
) ~ to Benjamin's Lott. . Records show that Gaither's Purchase tecame the
.. property of Benjamin Gaither grandson of Eenjamin, son of Edward, thro
. Edward's will (%/26/1777).2 Benjamin in 1779 sold this tract of 100 ae:
3. T and the adjoining 54 acres of "What's Left", (also from his father's wil
v to John Musgrove., "What's Left" is a tract shown on the map just south
Gaither's Purchase. - The price recorded was an incredible 3,080 pounds <
tobacco.3. ‘This sale into the Musgrove family was dated 10/29/1779,
-recorded 2/25/1780. Musgrove alsc purchased 38 acres rrom Betsey Davis
g, We“sn‘zL seamstress, for 100 pounds of tobacco.

ed review of the tax records for 1783 at the Montgomery County
: Historical Society indicates that John Musgrove was the owner of several
nd tracts of land in the region surrounding Gaither's Purchase. Of these
\ racts, only Gaither's Purchase, and "Bear Garden Forest Enlarged" have
Yere recorded improvements. On Galther s Purchase he was taxed for a_frame
: ' house (18'x24!), a barn, a log cabin, and another log structure,
Incidentally, the roomd in the present home, identified as Section I c:
m Figure III are together about 18'x24!', These two Tooms have 1n their
e ) .center a large old stone firenlace.€°'~ —ld
;7 _ - On "Bear Garden Forest Enlarged" he had “l log dwel’ing house 16 £«
s souage, l"log tobacco house 20 feet square, 100 acres cleared 8 acres
. marsheses
21d- Jonn Musgrove died in 1785, a very prosperous ' man; ‘his will was p
cms bated August g 1785, : His lands were divided among his wife and childr
= His aggressive ard a’so prosperous son, Nathan, gradually bought out hi
, siblings. Between 1797 and 1799 Nathan acquired most of his father's
by ....xandsy including "Gaither's Purchase" and "What's Left" (lOO acres and

- 54 acres).b St o s cas
- Nathan's dauehter, Rebecca married Caleb Gartre’l, whose sister
Gartrell, married Frederick Gaither (January 17, 1800). - Frederick and
Gaither were the parents of Frederick O. Gaither, later owner of the hc

. Another of Nathan's daugnters, Sarah Ann Musgrove, married Thomas J. Ec
T (January 2%, 18248),"

Mmoo

3 -

(Continued on Attacﬁment Sheet B) e
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




Attachment Sheet B M: 23/4%1

Musgrove/Hobbs House

Nathan Musgrove died intestate - in 1823, and his property was

split among his surviving widow and seven children, His personal
estate was valued at nearly $5,000, and included 18 slaves,7 The
Eobbs couple received "Gaither's Pu‘cnase“ and "Wnat's Left", and
through various arrangements they traded pieces of land with
nelgnbors to complete their ownership of squared lots. A farm house
is identified on Gaither's Purchase at this time. -

- Sarzh Amn Musgrove Hobbs died in 1832 leaV1ng two children
(Mary Ann and Nathan), In 1834, Thomas J, Eobbs married Elizabeth
M.M.J. Rice. Ee had eight more chlldren by Eli zabeth, all minors
at the time of his death, at his hecme on July 1, 1855.8 He left
no will, and his propertf was not reassigned until 1858 when the
suit of Frarklin CGroomes et al vs. Elizabeth M.J. Hobbs et al was
settled 1in the courts. The Lot #1, with the dwelling house, and
Lot #4 were then sold by the court appointed trustees to Mrs, Hobbs
for $18.40,9 This consisted of 62 (plus) acres of "Gaither's
Purchase" and "What's Left", with a large barn and apple and peach
orchards, The locatlon of the house on Lot #1 shown in the title
records is the same locatlon of the house tOdaY.

. This suit of 1858 was evidently a "friendly" suit, almed at
getting the title matter expedited through the courts. Franklin
Groomes was Mrs., Hobbs' son-in-law, married to Mary Ann, daughter
of Tnomas J. and Sarah Ann (Musgrove) Eobbs. (A’so, Mary Ann
Greomes was, through marrlage a dlstant cou31n of Fredrick 0.

Gaither : L ,

: Mrs. Hotbs sold this hous° and prigerty, Lots #l
Fredr lck 0. Caither on March 15, 1870. "Rolling Acres", his
varents’ home, was neardy, Jjust no*th of Unity. ~

By 1878, tu- house and orooerty entered the Croomes family
where 1t remained until after the second World War. The current,
elderly Mrs. Eobbs was married on the front porch., EHer maiden
name is Groomes, -

FOOTNQTES: L . ) S
1. Scharf, J. Thomas Historv of Western Va*V‘aud (Louis H. Everts,

Philadelphia, Penn., 1882), p. 220,
Ivid., ». 270. : -

—U~~—0, e .
Land Records of Montgomery County, Md., Ahhé
. Ibid., B/32% (made December 15, 1784, recorded Janusr; 8, 1785).

Fw

(Continued on Attachment Sheet C) 31~
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MA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

See Attachrment Sheet C

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEEZT IF NECESSARY

FTIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPSRTY 6.567 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See Figure I Attached

LIST ALL STATES AND CQUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAF’F’ING STATE QR COUNTY BOUNDARlES

STATE T - L - coum'v

© STATE . COQUNTY | .. . Coe

§31FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE Candy Reed

Rex J. Bowser/David Prestemon Arch, Description
ORGANIZATIGN ) DATE _
Sugarloaf Regional Trails - August 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE -
Box 87 ' 926-4510
GiTY OR TOWN ' - ' STATE
Dickerson ' Maryland 20753

The Ma*ylanc Historic Sites Inventory was of 1c1al’y created
‘by an Act of the Maryland Leglslature, to be found in the
Annotated Ccde of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purcoses Only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of indivicdual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryvland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

»8- 1K
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Musgrove/Eobbs Eouse

FOOTNOTES: (Con:inued)

9. Montgomery Tax Records, 1783, Historical Society.
6. Land Records, G450; G51ks EH152; H153, E539.

7. Ibid., Deed of Partition, BS2/67.' e

8. Montgomery County Sentinel, August 31 , 1856

9. Montgomery County Judgment Records, JGH2/%457; Land Records, Op. Cit
- JGH8/1k46.

10. Land Records, E3P7/18k4,

BIBLIOGRAPHY:

Land Assessment, and Judgment Records of Montgomery County.

Family Genealogies' Gaither, hobos, Musg;ov y Groomes (Montgomery
County Historical Society). _ ‘ )

Scharf, J. Thomas Historv of Western Marvland, (Louis H.‘Everts,
Phﬂladelnhls, Penn., 1862).,

Maps: Ecpkins Atlas (1879)3 Martinet and Bond (1867).
- Montgomery County Sentinel, = -~ =rrmrmewsm e simeeenn on s e

. Bowman, Tressie Nash, Montgomervy Courtvl,Md. Marriage Ticenses
Issued 1796-1850 (1960)

U.S. Census Records, .- \ PR
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‘ - | l‘ ACES SUMIMARY FORM

1." Name Musgrove/Hobbs House (Frederick O, Gaither House)

2. Planninc Area/Site Number 23/41 - 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 9

I-7
L. Address 22401 Georgia Avenue, Brookeville

5. Classification Summary

et b s e e er——— o T ars vl e

Category building

Bttt OWneI‘Ship private . . N e e s i -j“ P— —. :,.
Public Acquisition_ NA :
Status occupied

Accessible__ no - . S
“Present use__private re31denpe T e e T
.. Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC Federal ' State X,County Local

1tle and date: Inventory of Historical Sites - l976 )

6. Date before 1783 77 I 7 Original Owner- Probably *
John Musgrove

8. Apparent Condition e e
a. good - S e, original site ~ -

- b, altered o ST e e o

PERSEEN Thaw e e Lseem n "'.',-""" g
~ &

9. Descriptilon: This seven bay by one bay, two and a half story house was built
' in 3 sections: the east one room, two bay. section 1s believed to be the
oldest; the west, two room, five bay section was next, and the north
addition was built about l975 by the present owner.j*This wood frame house
has white asbestos siding and four-over-four windows flanked by green
louvered wooden shutters. The house has both gable and shed roofs covered
.. now with green corrugated metal., . . __ NS A -

lO. Significance: This house and its outbuildings are significant as an examnle
"7of an early farmstead that remained in one family for 220 years, ‘growing to
.. . meet ‘the needs of its owners. .The property was part of a land grant to -
~~~-Benjamin Gaither around 1725." His grandson, Benjamin, in 1779, sold
"Gaither's Purchase"” (100 acres) and "What's Left" (5# acres) to John
Musgrove. A very prosperous man, Musgrove owned several tracts of land in
the area; he was taxed in 1783 for a frame house (18' x 24') on "Gaither's
~~"Purchase', probably the original part of the present house.--.Soon after -
~ John's death in 1785, his son, Nathan, bought out his siblings, also becomin
““prosperous. His daughter, Re%ecca married Caleb Gartrell, whose sister Jan
married Frederick Gaither in 1800 Prederick and Jan Gaither were the
T""parents of Frederick O, Gaither, later owner of this house, and hence its .
name on the M-NCPPC Atlas." ther of Nathan's daughters, ‘Sarah Ann Musgrov
. married Thomas J. Hobbs in 1826 and received Gaither's Purchase on her
. . father's death in 1823, .Sarah died in 1832 and Thomas Hobbs remarried in_:
—"1834, "He "and his new wife, Elizabeth Rice, "had 'eight children. Mrs.
- . ‘Elizabeth Hobbs sold the house to Frederick 0. Gaither in 1870, By 1878, “th
~""house and property entered the Groomes family (son in law of the Hobbs) and
17 - gemainfd in ghgt f%Fily unti} after World War IIF;;Lz;ii--u«ln-Candy Reed ’
ate searcned rand researc er8/78 Rex Bowser/David Prestemon Arch. Descrip
12, Counile” Gail Rothrock’“”l3 ~Date- Conoiled 2/79 T 14”7 DeSignation o
: Aporoval__

_15.‘Acreagezﬁ6.567kacres
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B REPRESENTATIONIN EXISTING SURVEYS LT

[ 'nTLE [T ol

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST MAGTE

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

EANAME | S . _
wstonc ~ Musgrove/Hobbs House (Frederick O, Gaither)

_. AND/OR COMMON

BALOCATION -~ . e o

STREET & NUMBER 22401 Géorgia: Avenué

“CITY. TOWN .  CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT .,
- Brookeville X _viemrvor  Sunshine

STATE : _ . _ COUNTY
Maryland S © ° Montgomery

EJCLASSIFICATION - --

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS - 7777 PRESENTUSE
_DISTRICT —PUBUC e - Xoccurien —AGRICULTURE ~ _MUSEUM
Xouwoingts) -~ XpRIVATE 0 U _UNOGCUPIED T TTTTT T T _COMMERGIAL T _PARK
. —STRUCTURE _ _BOTH ' —_WORK IN PROGRESS - . —~EDUCATIONAL ZpRIVATE RESIDENCE
T _.SITE ' PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE """ """ 7"__ENTERTAINMENT ~__REUGIOUS
—OBJECT - __INPROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED - .. . —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
R ' _BEING cousnosnso T " _¥es: UNRESTRICTED 77t "T_INDUSTRIAL - __TRANSPORTATION

- - Zno R T T __MIUTARY _OTHER:

“’fOWNER OF PROPERTY SR e Tl ot e Be

NAME . T T “ ~‘ -

Fred Booth < - . Telephone #: 92’+ ’+551+

: STREET&NUMBER ’
- 22401 Georgia Avenue .- =+

cx'rv TOWN . . . --~- ... STATE, Z1p Code
. Brookeville - vacmmos “Sunshine - Maryland 20833

‘ _ﬁ LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 4789

. . COURTHOUSE, ~~ c “"polio &: 848
© T REGISTRY OFDEED&ETCMontgomery County Courthouse I 2 E el en

e w STREET&NUMBEH f e e - e e b et e w .. .
. CITY.TOWN - e e e v e e J STATE . ... -

CRockville - - it e n Marvland 20850

. Mencpre Inventory of Historical Sites - “
.- DATE -

-

11976 - AR ‘ti‘~'-7"'~-‘  _FepERAL X._STATE X¢:ourmr Z_10CAL

. . . DEPOSITORY FOR . L T e T T e
sunvevecoros  Park Historian's Office =~ [rvov oo 10Tl
AT TOWN : . fe n mme-o - - STATE _ K

» Rockville 777 < wmmene ton ° Maryland 20855 -




CONDITION . CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—_EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED ' —UNALTERED XoRiGINAL SITE
Zso00 - —RUINS : X aLteren . _MOVED  DATE
—FAIR " —UNEXPOSED :

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE . ... -

This seven bay by one bay, two and a half story, frame house has-
grown over the years by additions built by various owners. ..

‘ Built on fieldstone foundations and facing south, there are three
distinct sections. The oldest section of the house is a one room struc-
ture. A later, two room, two and a half story addition was built west and
slightly to the south of the original house. Finally, during the

- 1970s a modern two and a half story wing was bullt to the north. -

The south (front) porch extends across the south elevation of the west
addition. This porch has a shed roof covered by green raised seam metal
covering. Four chamfered posts with curved brackets support the roof. '
Three wooden steps lead up to the porch. The south door is wooden paneled

- and is flanked by three light sidelights and is surmounted by a five light
transom. On the east elevation of the west section there is a twelve 1ight
door which is protected by a shed roofed hood.

The house has four over four double hung windows flanked by green
wooden louvered shutters. Windows in the north section are two over two
-double hung. In the east and west gables of the west section there are
two four-light windows. '

' The house has shed and gable roofs covered by green corrugated metal.

- There are three chimneys; a massive Interior fieldstone chimney in the
east section; and exterior stove chimney on the west elevation of the
west section"an interior stove chimney in the north section.

There are several outbuildings associated with this house.

, The south (front) door opens into a central hallway. An open string,

double run stairway ascends along the east interior wall. It has a turned

. newel post and square balusters. To the east of the hall is the dining

.. room and to the west is the living room.. At the north end of the hall and

i at the north end of the dining room two steps lead down into the kitchen

- and breakfast room (at the west end). At the east end of the kitchen there

+ 1s a small room now used as a family room., This family room was the -

'i'original structure erected on this site. S

There are random width floors throughout the house. The living room .
and central hall have very wide floor boards. The walls and ceilings are
generally plaster over lath. The family room has vertical and horizontal
planked wainscotting and exposed rafters. There are wooden paneled doors
and molded door frames, The family room fireplace is.constructed of field-
stone and there is a simple horizontal wooden shelf which serves as the
mantle. There are smaller brick fireplaces in the 1iv1ng and dining rooms
with simple mantles and surrounds. ”

. Referring to Figure III attached, it is believed that the orig1nal

- sections I and II with the central enclosed fireplace were constructed by

John Musgrove (18th century). It is further believed that John's son ...

i - llathan added Sections III and IV around 1800.  The present owner added

& Section V in 1978. :

1 See Figure II, which is a rough diagram of the first floor. The
] second floor covers all but Part I. : .

_ v (Continued on Attachment Sheet A)
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Attachment Sheet A . » M 23/41‘
_ Musgrove/Hobbs House . | o
e Qutbulldings oo T EEE
. "Behind the main house are several buildings in fair to poor
condition. -They include three barns, a smoke house, a chicken = .
-coop, a wood shed, a corn crib, and a spring house. -The ice house
.= " foundation area has been located, but it no longer stands. = - . IT%L
~ ' As typical of é:farm;:é.iaréé“éarden';réé is set off to the'™
left rear of the main house, and the grazing fields are located .. .,
- on the opposite side of the house. - = -tn . o ¢ T iRk

et
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g3 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD . AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREMHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC — COMMUNITY PLANNING ~—LANDSCAPE {.RCHITEC‘TURE —RELIGION
1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
- —~1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS ~LUTERATURE © —SCULPTURE
__1600-1693 —ARCHITECTURE : —EDUCATION . ) —MILTARY ) - * L SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
X 1700-1799 © —ART ' © .ENGINEERING - "~ —Music - " _THEATER
X 1800-18399 —.COMMERCE .XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY o —TRANSPORTATION
- —1900- =~ __.COMMUNICATIONS ' " —INDUSTRY o —POUTICS/GOVERNMENT X orHenspecien
SV i o T NveNTiON - T e e e - Toeal History
SPECIFICDATES  Borore 1783 ' BUILDER/ARCHITECT probably John Musgrove
rest - STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - .
) : - This building is significant ‘as an example of a small, early farm-
ed house which grew to meet the needs of its owners. . . -
‘ht - . The property "Gaither's Purchase" probably entered the Gaither fami
'ght '~ around l725, when Benjamin Gaither was granted a large tract of land in
) this region known as "Benjamin's Lott." Gaither's Purchase was no doub

- acquired soon after .this original grant, and was probably a tract adjace
) . to Benjamin's Lott. . Records show that Gaither's Purchase became the
~ .. property of Benjamin Gaither, grandson of Benjamin, son of Edward, throu
3 .Edward's will (4/26/1777) - Benjamin in 1779 sold’ this tract of 100 acr
1. =~ and the adjoining 5% acres of "What's Left", (also from his father's wil
' to John Musgrove. "What's Left" 1s a tract shown on the map just south
Gaither's Purchase. - The price recorded was an incredible 3,080 pounds c
tobacco.3 This sale into the Musgrove family was dated lO/29/l779, v
-recorded 2/25/1780. Musgrove also purchased 38 acres from Betsey Davis
g, Welsh, seamstress, for 100 pounds of tobacco.
- A review of the tax records for 1783 at the Wontgomery County

e Historical Society indicates that John Musgrove was the owner of several
nd tracts of land in the region surrounding Gaither's Purchase. Of these
I tracts, only Gaither's Purchase,'and "Bear Garden Forest Enlarged" have
ere recorded improvements. On Galither's Purchase he was taxed for a frame
o ' house (18'x24%'), a barn, a log cabin, and another log structure.
‘Incidentally, the roomd in tge present home, ldentified as Section I cr
m Figure III are together about 18'x24t,: These two rooms have 1n their
I center a large old stone fireplace;f‘;s
a1 - 0n “"Bear Garden Forest Enlarged" he had "l log dwelling house 16 fe
s squaﬁe, l"log tobacco house 20 feet square, 100 acres cleared 8 acres
a - . DATSNeees
21d John Musgrove died in 1789, a very prosperous - manj ‘his will was pr
oms bated August 1785, : His 1andd vere divided among his "wife and childre
His aggressive and also prosperous son, Nathan, gradually bought out his
, - siblings. Between 1797 and 1799, Nathan acquired most of his father's
by . ....lands, including "Gaither s Purchase" and "What's Left" (lOO acres and

“5% acres).0 =: N

o . - Nathan's daughter, Rebecca married Caleb Gartrell whose sister

- Gartrell, married Frederick Gaither (January 17, 1800). - Frederick and .
Galther were the parents of Frederick 0.- Gaither, later owner of the hot

...Another of Nathan s daughters, Sarah Ann Musgrove, married Thomas J. Hot
(January 2k, 1826)."

(Continued on Attachment Sheet B) -_rt;?;ﬁ ;’
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET Ir NECESSARY
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Attachment Sheet B M: 23/41
Musgrove/Hobbs House

Nathan Musgrove died intestate - in 1823, and his property was

split among his surviving widow and seven children. His personal
estate was valued at nearly $5,000, and included 18 slaves./ The
Hobbs couple received "Gaither's Purchase" and "What's Left", and
through various arrangements they traded pieces of land with
neighbors to complete their ownership of squared lots. A farm house
is identified on Gaither's Purchase at this time, - - R

Sarah Ann Musgrove Hobbs died in 1832 leaving two children
(Mary Ann and Nathan)., In 1834, Thomas J. "Hobbs married Elizabeth
M.M.J. Rice. He had eight more children by Elizabeth, all minors
at the time of his death, at his home on July 1, 1855 He left
no will, and his property was not reassigned until 1858 when the
- suit of Franklin Groomes et al vs, Elizabeth M.J. Hobbs et al was
settled in the courts. The Lot #1, with the dwelling house, and
Lot #4 were then sold by the court anpolnted trustees to Mrs. Hobbs
for $18.40,9 This consisted of 62 (plus) acres of "Gaither's
Purchase” and "What's Left", with a large barn and apple and peach
orchards, The location of the house on Lot #1 shown in the title
records is the same locatlon of the house today

- This suit of 1858 was evidently a "frlendly" sult, aimed at
gettlng the title matter expedited through the courts. Franklin
Groomes was Mrs. Hobbs' son-in-law, married to Mary Ann, daughter
of Thomas J. and Sarah Ann (Musvrove) Hobbs., (Also, Mary Ann
Groomes was, through marriage, a distant cou51n of Fredrlck O.

- Gaither,) . R NI C AR

: Mrs. Hobbs sold this house and prigerty, Lots ﬁl and #4 to
Fredrick O, Gaither on Merch 15, 1870, "Rolling Acres", nis
parents' home, was nearby, just north of Unity.

By 1878, the nouse and pronerty entered the Groomes family
where it remalned until after the second World War. The current,
elderly Mrs., Hobbs was marrled on the front porch. “Her maiden
name 1s Groomes, : NP

1. Scharf, J. Thomas, History of Western Maryland, (Louis H. Everts,
Phlladelphia, Penn., 18 2)y Do '

'*ff2._Ibid., pe 270, - . e .ot J“?.;;4W¢~:;i”f;;"

" '3, Land Records of Montgomery County, Md.; Abhe, S ‘
4, Ibid., B/32% (made December 15, 1784, recorded January 8, 1785)0

(Continued on Attachment Sheet C) wx:l:



Attachment Sheet C ' ' : M: 23/41

Musgrove/Hobbs House

FOOTNOTES: (Continued)

‘5. Montgomery Tax Records, 1783, Historical Society.
6. Land Records, G450j G514; H152; H153, H535

7. Ibid., Deed of Partition, BS2/67. o

8. Montgomery County Sentinel, August 31, 1856,

9. Montgomery County Judgment Records, JGHZ/HS?, Land Records, Op, Cit,
JGH8/1k46,

.10, Land Records, EBP7/18k4,

BIBLIOGRAPHY :

Land Assessment, and Judgment Records of Montgomery County.

Family Genealogies: Gaither, Hobbs, Musgrove, Groomes (Montgomery
County Historical Society).

- Scharf, J. Thomas, Historv of Western Maryland, (Louis H. Everts,
Phlladelnhls, Penn., 1332),

Maps: Hopkins Atlas (1879), Martinet and Bond (1865).-
“"Montgomery County Sentimel, =« i mn me s i e e

. .. Bowman, Tressie Nash, Montgomerwv Countyl Md, Marriage Licenses
Issued 1796-1850 (1966) — :

U.Ss Census Records, .. - q' - ””Hﬁhf:m_r o 'w{;:”
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See Attachment Sheet C )

CONTINUE ON'SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
FTIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 6.567 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See Figure 1 Attached

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING'STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE . . COUNTY
- STATE COUNTY , ..
E51FORM PREPARED BY o e
NAME / TITLE Candy Reed
Rex J. Bowser/David Prestemon Arch. Description
ORGANIZATION . - DATE R
Sugarloaf Regional Trails - August 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE -
* Box 87 _ ! 926-14510
CiTY OR TOWN L : STAYE
Dickerson , Maryland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was of;1c1ally created
‘by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, toc be found in the

Annotated Code of Maryland, Artlcle 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information

and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust

The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

»S. {108




Figure I - Musgrove/Hobbs House
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Figure II - Musgrove/Hobbs House
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Musgrove/Hobbs
Figure VI
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Maryland Historical Trust

January 9, 19881

Mr. Rex J. Bowser
10636 Wayridge Drive Ry
Gaithergburg, Maryland 20760

;;4! :

gomery County

»

P

RE: Musgrove-Hobbs House ifk
Brookeville wvicinity, Mdnt

,l‘p
o

Dear Mr. Bowser:

Enclosed are the materials you resubmitted for nominating the
Musgrove-Fobbs House to the National Register. _The primary problem
is still identifying the significance of the house and justifying
listing it on the Registerw The problems are delineated on the
enclosed Receipt/Return Sheet. Enclosed are the current guidelines
for completing National Register applications.

Please accept my apologies for being so long in responding.
Unfortunately, the slides you submitted in 1979 have still not been
found:. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have questions.

- . Respectfully,

/4
eﬁﬁéﬂéc/¢7#» W AT AV

Ronald L. Andrews
National Register
Coordinator
RLA/1km
Enclosures
cc: Carole Huberman
Eileen McGuckian <
Robert Braunberg

Shaw House, 21 State Circle. Annapolis, Maryland 21401 (301)269-2212, 269-2438
Department of Economic and Community Development
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1. Name Musgrove/Hobbs House 4

“Z. Planning Area/Site Number 23/41 3. MNCPEC Atlas Reference Map 9
’ ' 1.7

4, Address 22401 Georgia Avenue, Brockeville

5. Classification Summary

Category building -
Ownership vrivate

Public Acquisition___NA

Status occupied .

Accessible o -

Present use___private residence

Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC Federal __State_X County_X Local

(Title and date: Inventory of Historical Sites - 1976 )

. Date before 1783 - 7. Original Owner : Probably
John Musgrove

oo O,

. Apparent Condition

a. good c. original site

b. altered

Q. Description: This seven bay by one bay, two and a half story house was built
- 1n 3 sections: the east one room, two bay section is believed to be the
oldest; the west, two room, five bay section was next, and the north
addition was built about 1975 by the present owner. This wood frame house
has white asbestos siding and four-over-four windows flanked by green
louvered wooden shutters. The house has both gable and shed roofs covered
now with green corrugated metal.

10. Significance: This house and its outbulldings are significant as an example
of an early farmstead that remained in one famlly for 220 years, growing to
meet the needs of its owners. The property was part of a land grant to

" ‘Ben}amin Galther around 1729. His grandson, Benjamin, in 1779, sold
"Gaither's Purchase™ (100 acres) and "What's Left" (5% acres) to John
Musgrove. A very prosperous man, Musgrove owned several tracts of land in
the areaj he was taxed in 1783 for a frame house (18' x 24') on "Gaither's
Purchase", probably the original part of the present house. Soon after
John's death in 1785, his son, Nathan, bought out his siblings, also becomin
prosperous. His daughter, Reﬁecca, married Caleb Gartrell, whose sister Jan
married Frederick Gaither in 1800. Frederick and Jan Gaither were the
parents of Frederick 0, Gaither, later owner of this house, and hence its
name on the M-NCPPC Atlas. Another of Nathan's daughters, Sarah Ann Musgrov
married Thomas J. Hobbs in 1826, and received Gaither's Purchase on her
fathert's death in 1823, Sarah died in 1832 and Thomas Hobbs remarried in
1834, He and his new wife, Elizabeth Rice, had eight children. Mrs.
Elizabeth Hobbs sold the house to Frederick O. Gaither in 1870, By 1878, th

.., house and property entered the Groomes family (son in law of the Hobbs) and

i;ﬁ?ggggigggé%?cgggt f%Pi£y€?nEé} after World War II. Candy Reed
R #1¢ TeSEArcueT g n8.Rex Bowser/David Prestemon Arch. Descrip.
i2. Compiler Gail Rothrock 13. Date Complled 2/79 14. Designa<ion
Approval____

19, Acrsage 6.567 acres
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) Excellent ﬁ Good O Fair O Dateriorated a R;ains O Unexposed

CONDITION

(Check \-\ (Check One)
3 Altered. ;s umsm._,j : [ Moved X] Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If k ) DUYSICAL APPEZARANCE
The House: -

comga:bed: metal. There are three ch:.mneys@?a massive interior
fieldstone ch:.mney in theeast sections a:@exterlor stove ch:.mney

This seven bay by/lbay, two and a half story,. frame

Built on: fieldstone foundations and facing sou:t:h, 'bhere
are 'three distinet sections. The oldest section of the house ‘

addition was built west and sl:.gh:l:ly to the south of the original
house. Finally, durlng the 19?Os a modern two a.nd a ha.lf story
w:.ng was built to the north. SRR

of” the west ‘addition. This porch has a shed roof covered by a
green raised seam metal. covering. Four chamfered posts with
curved brackets suppor‘b the roof. Three wooden steps lead up

'L’o the porch.,'l‘he south door id.wooden paneled and is fla.nked
by three lJ.gh:!: sn.del:.ghts and is surmounted by a. five light.
transom. On the east eleva:blon of the west sectlon there is &
twelve. light: door: which is protected by a shed roofed. Rood. - _
The house has four over four double hung windows fla.nked
by green wooden louvered shutters. Windows in the north. section
are two over two double hung. Ini: the east and west gables of
the west section there are two four-light windows. o
The House has’ shed. and gable: roofs covered by greerm -

on the west eleva.t:x.on of the west sectlon; an 1nterlor stove
ch:.mney in the north section. B

open str::.ng double run stairway ascends along the east interior

wall. It has a turned newel post and square balusters. To “the-
east of the hall is the dining room “and to the west is ‘the
1iving room. At the north end of the hall and at the north end |
of the dining room two steps lead down into the. kitchen and
breakfast room ( at the west end). At the east end of the

Continued—on—Attachment—A

is a one room structure. A later, two room, two and a half story

'I!he south’ (front) porch extends across the south eleva:klon

33;1

?snoxiqn§4sﬁl

_ The south (front) door opens: mto a central hallway. ano|C

house has grown. over the yea.rs by addltlons bullt by var:.ous ' SHAPE )

aners. : : : M%



7+ Description: (. Continmed) ATTACHMERT A

kitchen there is a small room now used as a family room. This
family room was the original structure erected on this site.

There are random width floors throughout the house.

The living room and central hall have very wide floor boards.
The walls and ceiling are generally plaster over lath. The family
room has vertical and horizontal planked wainscotting and exposed
ers. There are wooden paneled doors and molded door frames.
The family room fireplace is constructed of fieldstone and there
is a simple horizontal wooden shelf which serves as the-mantle.
There are smaller brick fireplaces in the 1living and dining rooms
with simple mantles and surrounds. : :

Referring to Figure III attached, it is believed that the
original sections I and II with the central enclosed fireplace
were constructed by John Musgrove (18th century). It is further
believed that John's son Nathan added sections III and IV around
1800. The present owner added section V in 1978.

See Figure II, which is a rough diagram of the first floor.
The second floor covers all but section I.

The Setting:

The house is set faging'southward towards New Hampshire

Avenue ( the old Wigghggﬁggigoad). It is set above the level of
the cattle fields to the east. There is a small dirt floor base-

-ment under the forward part of section III. The foundation of

the house in the overhead of this space consists of large logs,
unfinished with many still covered with bark.

In front of the house, before the porch is a large grassy
enclosed front yard. Small plants and shrubs' surround this area.
It extends frgﬂ“Dthe edge of the porch for fifty feet and is
bounded beyond the plants by the driveway from Georgia Avenue.

To the west are several evergreen trees. This area to
the westﬂhad'both a garden and an orchard. Larger fields, open
tracts lie beyond this garden-orchard area, roughly sixty feet
from the side of the house. These fields are under cultivation
presently by local farmers, These fields are atlthe same elevation
as the house.

To the rear of the house, about fifteen feet, is a small

frame building, sized ten by twenty. It is currently used as a
FAnl shaA

Tasde s AmmIS Avm A camalsa ) M

]

?

o

o
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 ATTACHMENT A ‘page 2

On the east side of the house is a looping driveway,
as it continues from in front of the house around to the east
of the house. There is a wood shed in the center of the loop
directly to the east of the house. It is in very poor repair.

Trees line the outer rim of the driveway so that the
fields to the east of the house are bounded by this row of
trees. The house and the area fifty feet to the east enjoy
good shade from this barrier.

The house is in a style similiar to many in this area
of the Hawlings River valley. Rolling Acres of the Gaither
family a few miles to the north, and Brooke Meadow in Sandy
Spring have a similiar appearance, and they are constructed
of stone and brick. Fair Hill I was also-very much like this
house; and it likemany others in this area face south. This
orientation is no doubt the consequence of the weather and
this climate.

The style of this house does not conform to any -
standard style for this building period. The closest is:

a general style called "American Basic." It was like many
of this early 1800 period built for economy and for space.
The introduction of the machine tooled nail at this time,

may have influenced this "Balloon frame" common in the z v//
United States at the turn of this century. The long front
porch was an addition to this type of house which added.an ?

Jndividuality to its appearance.{Ege can only imagine the

many cool evenings spent talking and laughing on this old

porch .The:style of this house reflects both a culture and
a- time in our past.

The Outbuildings: ‘ o

There are eight detached building in various stages ”
of repalr grouped tightly behind and to the northeast of the
main house. Most are in poor condition and do not appear to
be as old as the main house.) No estimate has been made of %
the ages of each of these out buildings.t]'T

The SMOKEHOUSE, previously mentioned, is nearest to the

main house. It was obviously located for ease of access to
the spring porch on the rear of the main house. Its condition
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. ( SMOKEHOUSE)
Vi is fair. It presently serves well to store tools.

The CORN?/CARRIAGE BARN is set in the cluster of the
three major barns. It is behind and to the east of the main
house. It opens to the loop of the driveway. It has two large
opposite doorways, with areas on the sides for corn storage.
It is the only barn which opens to the house. The large opeh
center area of the barn could easily have served to store the
family carriage. The barn is in good condition.

The CATTLE BARN stands furthéDest to the east and behind v
the right rear of the corn barn. It has a large stone foundation
which extends all around the base of the structure. It has two
working levels. The east side has the lower level for the cattle
entry. To the west, the entry is one level higher, presumedly
for hay storage. The east side chourséj—o;ens to the /L/ —

£ ' fields that were no doubt used for grazing the animals housed
: there. The condition of this barn is fair to poor,
o | .
The CHICKEN COUP is behind the smoke house and to the b///
west of the corm barn. It is in very poor condition. It is
a standard type chicken c%éb design, painted red as are all L
these buildings. o

A STORAGE SHED sits north to the side of the chicken
coup. It appears as a standard garage, with two garage type doors.
It is also in ¥ery poor condition.

Behind the corn barn is another larger barn, not as
large as the cattle barn: the TRACTOR BARN. It has two very
large storage areas on either side of an open center area.
Two large openéiling allow access to0 this center area. The v
farm tractor is usually stored in this center space. This
barn faces east-west in parallel with the cattle barn but
further north and west of the cattle barn. TgigJ%%ndition hete |
ig fair.




ATTACHMENT A Page &
(OUTBUILDINGS)

The remains of & SPRING HOUSE stand alone just north
of the tractor barn. It is just a shell of a structure, and
there is no actual proof that it was a spring house. There
is a spring near by,(as well as the spring that was located
in the spring porch of the main house) which probably provided
the fresh water supply for this farm. '

The WOOD SHED is the last of the eight out buildings,and
as mentioned it is inside the loop of the driveway to the
east of the house., It is falling apart.




Figure I - Musgrove/Hobbs House | Me: 23/41

PASED onN PLAT ©ofB SuRUEY
| Pact of Georqe H Lucke Pﬁfm‘fj

Olne Distriet
MOMTS 0"“9’3 COM*&:”Q‘ .

chle-’. ("~ to¢!
3:’ 'B_Wn‘u'o”f M-?’

Feb.l960

Carl F. Harle ba s N

C—Sunsupng

V7% 534

NEI05 0w

G-@ 0?’7’0 - Z-Qé.kc-v P}“QF-

;¢°7//4@

F/jw«r 4



F/jue T Wu:J/om/ Hodds Hovse VK 23/1/5f/

—

SPUNG Hovsg
THACt oA
BA
CATTLE
Ba
]A,(A:l .
Chickss - . ] v
Covp )

“oﬂ-‘%”& y ';Y | smece Hovse
\%\M‘R“J X /i Hovse
0 \ \- ) IJ; v 1 '
L ey Vs Yooz
o —| pach T
L““"‘Y X
kbl b []F’ oed .
r 3 R
L R. v oA :
Fe ] 3 Ny
[Je
2 \%
T
PorcH \ ‘
/




Freoe |
: ”’{ )Sg@lﬂ% fobés Hose S




| CAs/fE Musgrove/Hobbs House M: 23/41

Tohd = Rty Mocky Tigure IV [Prscons| "
|
[ 1 ' '
S ZEATArUN = Samah By e ( (obés = 6'@0«:5)
& Yfaopheat I/ﬂ-‘ 9%/1707
’MW}M‘.M;(
1 i 1
Tok. gy -/r'a’f; Royeriey Fhoinsd) = S saadou. LI bt _ ,
/ Lo )
Lrmay | "Mff"V = Barbam Pidyur” o R by T Sy
- r _ Hac — O /fav//m-éqda;a(&-j
- “ﬂd A - . - ’ - '3,6‘0
bz ::mﬂ% .T.:-féf ‘ (f”/m) ‘ ‘&7-—»' Alotmbart |y fuee .‘
& Y tading, Aenuw o, & Y cwdid: v2gtry ool 7 2427
/%0 o /57 ® Gurthins Pradiwce” e ~
. “utpard LB VA AN = Ari) Conczn OHagns
l (' R o - o T e -y — - e ~J"J’~z.—-!°="4/-’-£,
. : . - — -
o Fegdzeede O, = And £ Gadtlan il r /:R 1 !
" O vlatrn 2
- &= - T~ ddaind , : T g e = Cal86 Guul’; olf
. e e T rhcnsned folls o Sk Lacied . .
' ~ . iz ] reaithaie Pacdined "hickra bt ?
' R () : o it - —_—— -
N A R LS el 2R ot c -
.- z N o
Lk O. = Lounin .Ms (7) . - [ _ o ey
- . = Ay o) = Fenmblns SooMES ( miitt)
o o §./22) e

o, P0/

o, == —
le5Te  Fiwklis Cnooitss g7al vE glesdath I odss gra/ - f‘)'ﬂﬁwﬁ N

LA (O (EST s oSO8 Lo/ @M‘? wc::?l/‘ac.?ﬂ
' Lotk <5

P

16657 MlanAat - /Zonsd Map ? Mz, I Hedés @

IR0 s bofls  camuswd lofs M4 F o Fastub O.GAuw  Godd)
VBV = Slpknw Map ~ T Fead O, Sarti ¥

SO - wnlleR P Crovmss Pt o

(Ceursial ri)-



PERIOD (Check One or More a8 A;-propfiene)

_ {3 Pre-Columbian ] 16th Centwry @ iwai Century @" 20th Century v
— [J 15th Century 3 17th Century R 19th Ceatury
o SPECIFIC DATELS) (If Applicable and Known) Berore 17 8 D
N AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [ Edueation. O Pelitical (] Urban Planning . .
[ Prehistoric ] Engineering ] Religion/Phi- 6 Qther (Specity) . M@
[ Historic [T industry. losophy- JLocal History |,
3 Agriculturer - 1 inventionr J Science mmment
[0 Aschitecture O Lendscape J Sculpture
L O A .. Architecture J Secial/Humen-
© . O Commerce: . O Litersture. S . irariam
. [T Commounications, | "..( Military. - - -3 (. Theater: . .
Q. Conservation *. - [ M;j..'c,. B | Tmn!ponuﬂon- L . 7

STATEMENT OF SIGNIPICANCE

This old farm house w:.th :n:s younger ou'l: bulldlngs is o0 ';‘-:;
historically significant because it reminds us of the richness !
, of . the variety of our Maryland past. - It stands to recall
the kinds of simple people and of simple I;Lfe styles of our
‘parly settlers. It recalls a"prosperous"times in the time just
fter the revolution whén local 'economies had begun their
ead justment after the 'separatiozi from- the economy of the mother
ountry.\ R . : .
1 The ea.rly set'tlers :Ln th:.s part of Montgomery were never
.‘ally' prosperous. They were- never to achleve the: weal‘hh a.nd. f
tomforts in the westerm county. They, here in the Hawl:.ngs Ri

’ ‘ey were generally poor people. They managed to make a ‘
v:.ng from -‘che-eac:j.'.r.F and occasionally families could join when
imes were good to build houses like this one. But. it was never
: asy a.nd they were: probably very proud. of thea.r farm ho ses.

i

ANSTRUCTIONS

SEE

; The« ea::ly~ appeara.nce of this hous( o mach- Like the

:oIlJ.ng Acres to the north, must therefore be viewed as a

milestone of the past; a tme ‘cgpsule. of 'a culture long gone.
s house. is s:.gnlf:r.c'an't because it was put together J.n partsy
‘dach part reﬁectn.ng' +the needa and the des:.res of each of its
uilders and of its occupa.ntse Its construction, or rather its
jvolution is itself a. window on the history of the people who. | ’
.et‘tled. here.. .
In 1770 this area was a w:.loerness. The tract called.

*Benjamin®s Lott™ included most of the land in this part of the

'y
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_ see Attach.ment B
:‘...:, : . - . ' . /\‘ [ﬂ

|/

b .

K
= -
o™



‘Musgrove/Hobbs House ~ R -~
Figure V @ 00,7
3
; 1os
49
50
9
0 -
e & L gaa i I \M\q\‘”‘ ,éu..\
- @ { . :"5 ’ ,(, kg o ? ,i ar-d E:;»-’ ’:
) ﬂaﬂi
:! ) M o€ 2.
) ™ ) 4+ S ( 168 ounan difichad)
{ KO/W ﬁ ]
2 30 /’
S | ST H2¥ e
¥y 4
s +0
!




e

R

. s

R PS> S

i

Musgrove/Hobbs House
Figure VI

o 4 Tro

"i.—/ : GrIToEE
:_ L YV v s
. 2 =
i N :
i wif N
" =y
A A} /
: ! \\ a"l

\: N SN
5 AN ™~
! -f-\ N )
i [~ \ Vd
i R 4
i o
| Y ‘
; ’.\{ - - e enen
; J
¢
i
{
1

" AN

N

z

{

\

s

|

:

!

_ |
) Ve

'

iMs 23/41

Laa0S ACORREC A Y
THIMAS T > [SARM RN
#oGES (N ” LI T IN 14

RSTRTE oP RATHAN
el A 7277774

. .'.
! g y o




CUETTACHNMENT B

8. SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) .

county. "Gaither'sPurchase" of 100 acres probably entered the
Gaither family as a part of Benjamin's Lott in 1725.l It may have
been an-additional loqf?adgacent to the master tract or a part of L//
it} they records are uncleanfyégéiBenJamln s Lott later became v
so many smaller plots and tracts. '

The records do show that Gaithers Purchase became the v
property of Benjamin Gaither, (grandson of Benjamin, and son of
Edward Gaither) through the will of Edward Gaither ( u/26/1777)?
Benjamin in turn sold this 100 acres with the 54 acres ad joining
in "What's Left™ ( also from his father®s will) to John Musgrove.
The(;ecorded price for this sale was an,iéE?Eﬁiﬁiél”B,OSO pounds -
of fabacco.” This sale into the Musgrove family is dated 10/29/1722i3§11u/
and recorded 2/25/1780. Musgrove also purchased 38 acres from '
Betsey Davis Welsh, a seamstress, for 100 pounds of tgbacco.4 -
doubt there were more details to both of these sales reflecting
family obligations, old debts, or .other circumstances. The peri
just after the revolution was an extremely hard time for this .
area. These sales no doubt reflect an accomodation with these

difficult times. 118>
A Tewiewof £h§1tax records feE—;?8§—a4#4#K¥4k¥ﬁ¥¥MEE%F4kHH¥Hf
/H&s%ortcai-See;exy;;exea;§¢%ﬁ§¥65ohn Musgrove was the owner of . 7
geveral tracts of land in é&ls area surrounding and including )a(Zﬁ#T
Gaither's Purchase. Of these holdlngs only two of Musgrove's - aﬂﬂiﬁ}

tracts record improvements: Galthers Purchase and " Bear Garden sl orpd
Forest Enlarged”. On Galtherg Purchase he was taxed for a frame

house (18'x24'), a barn, a log cabin, and another log structure.5

(_ Te room identified today as sectiof;}gis<l8x2h.) The 518~ S
( fieldstone fireplace -was—neo-doubt—their-eniy-seuree—ofheat in/

On Bear Garden Forest Enlagéed Musgrove had a sixteen foot
square log house, a log cabin for tabacco storage, "™ 100 acres .
cleared and 8 acres marsh..."” His only "frame house™ was on .
Gaithers Purchase; it was no doubt a residence.

John Musgrove died in 1785, apparEmile—presperous man L/)

At Feast-<hetied owning many tracis of land. His will was probated
August 8, 1785. His lands weré\dév1ded among his wife and children .
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His eldest son, Nathan,.also appears prosperous by the records.
Nathan gradually bought out his siblings . Between 1797 and

1799 Nathan acquired most of his father's lands, including
Gaithers Purchase, and What's Left to the south.

| Nathan's daughter, Rebecca; married Caleb Gartrell,

whose sister, Janet married Fredrick Gaither (January 17, 1800):
Fredrick and Janet Gaither were the parents of Fredrick O. ,
Gaithe:ylaxer the owner of this house and property. Another v
of Nathan's daughters, Sarah Ann Musgrove, married Thomas J.

Hobbs( January 24, 1826). Nathan died intestate in 1823, and

like his father, his property was again split among his survivors.
His personal property was recorded at nearly $5,000 and included

18 slaves.7 The Hobbs couple received Gaithers Purchase and

Whats Left and through various arrangements they traded pieces

of land with neighbors to complete their ownership of squared

lots. A farm house is identified on Gaithers Purchase at this .
time.

Sarah Ann Musgrove Hobbs died in 1832, leaving two
children ( Mary Ann and Nathan). In 1834 Thomas J. Hobbs married
Elizabeth M.M.J. Rice. He had eight more children by Elizabeth,
all mlnors at the time of his death, at his home on July 1,

1855 He left no will, and his pr0perty was not reassigned

until 1858 when the suit of Franklin Groomes et al vs. Elizabeth
M.J.Hobbs et al. was settled in the courts. *ﬂﬁ%}igt #1, with
dwelling house, and 1lot # 4 were then sold by the court-appointed
trustees to Mrs. Hobbs for‘$18.40.9 This 1land of 62 (plus) acres P
of Gaithers Purchase and Whats Left, with a large barn and
apple and peach orchards. The location of the house on lot # 1
shown in the title records is the same location of the house
today.

Thls sult of 1858 was evidently a "friendly? suit, aimed

at expeé&#&ag he title matter through—the—Tourtss Franklin
Groomes was Mrs. Hobbs® son~in-law, married to Mary Ann daughter v/ « .

L

UZ“;z Thomas J. and . Sarah Ann(Musgrove) fobbs.
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Mrs. Hobbs later sold lots #1 and 4 to Fredrick
0. Gaither on March 15, 1870.lO Fredrick 0. Gaither was also
a distant cousin of Mary Ann (Hobbs) Groomes.

By 1878 the house and prpperty entered the Groomes
familz) where it remained until after the second world war,
There is still living an elderly Mrs. Hobbs, whose maiden
name was Groomes. She was married on the front porch of
this house early in this century.

The>present owner is not related to these early
families. She and her husband purchased this property in
1976.

Footnotes:

1. Scharf, J. Thomas, History of Western Maryland, (Louis

H. Everts, Philadelphia, PA, 1882), p.220.. ‘
2. Ibid.,p. 270. .
3. Land Records of Montgomery County, MD., A446.
4, Ibid,,B/324 (made December 15, 1784,recorded January 8, fV}J/

1785).
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