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Howard Hall
M: 23-62
Montgomery County, MD

Howard Hall, principally built in 1938, is located on the east
side of Georgia Avenue, between Olney and Brookeville, on a two-
acre parcel of land in the midst of a residential subdivision.
The house is designed in a Colonial Revival/Jacobean style,
characterized by a semi-circular double-story portico, and
incorporates into its walls the shell of an 18th-century brick
house known historically as Belmont. The 24-room Howard Hall was
built by Captain Erik von der Heide, a German of high social
standing. The house, which was built with custom-designed and
hand-crafted interior details, including a stained-glass window
with family crests and coats of arms, fell into disrepair in the
1960s, but was restored in the 1980s. Because the property
provides neither a pure example of its mid-18th century period of
construction, or its mid-20th-century period of construction, it
lacks the requisite integrity necessary to meet the criteria of
the Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties or the National

Register of Historic Places.



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Inventory No. _M-23-62
MD INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

historic name_Belmont
common/other name Howard Hall

street & number_19019 Gold Mine Rd. Not for publication

city or town_Brockeville vicinity X state Maryland code _MD
county_Montgomexry code zip code _20833

3. State/Federal Agency Certification N/A

4. Naticnal Park Service Certification N/A

Ownership of Property (Check all that apply)
X private

public-local

public-State

public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
1 building (s)

district

site

structure

cbject

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings
- - sites
- - structures
- - objects

1 - Total

Is this property listed in the National Register?
Yes Name of Listing No X




Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: Domegtic Sub:_Single Dwelling

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Colonial Revival

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation_Brick
roof Cross gable: slate
walls_Brick
other

Narrative Desgcription (Describe the historic and current condition
of the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. _7-1



Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more
boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past. -
X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has vyielded, or 1is 1likely to vyield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

____ B removed from its original location.

___cC a birthplace or a grave.

__ D a cemetery.

_____E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
_____F a commemorative property.

____ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.



Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Period of Significance_1747-1938

Significant Dates_1747
1938

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliaticn

Architect/Builder

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of
the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. _8-1




(Cite the books, articles, legal records, and other sources used in
preparing this form.)

Farquhar, Roger Brooke, "Belmont Was One of County's Outstanding
Places Before it Was Razed a Decade Ago," The Record of Montgomery

County, (circa 1948).

Farquhar, Roger Brooke, Old Homes and History of Montgomery County,
MD. Silver Spring, MD., 1952, 1962.

Forman, Henry Chandlee, Early Manor and Plantation Houses of
Maryland (Easton, MD.), 1934.

"Howard Hall: An Historic Estate, Montgomery County, Maryland,"
Real Estate brochure, n.d.

Kahl, Norman, "A Mansion is Saved," The Evening Star, Real Estate
Section (B), September 1, 1972.

"Mansion in Brookeville is design showcase," The Gaithersburg
Gazette, May 6, 1982.

Montgomery County Land Records, Montgomery County, Maryland.

Shulman, Roberta F. "Stately Howard Hall Retains its Dignity," The
Sentinel, August 15, 1985.

Maps and Drawings and Photographs

Hopkins, G.M., Atlas of Fifteen Miles around Washington, including
the County of Montgomery, Maryland, 1879.

Martenet and Bond, Map of Montgomery County, 1865.



Acreage of Property_less than one acre

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the
property.)

Howard Hall occupies Lots 29 and 74 of the Tanterra Subdivision.
The cemetery, on Parcel 728 is owned by a different owner.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

Howard Hall is located on the site of the historic Belmont house
and incorporates part of the structure into its walls.

name/title Kimberly Williams/Michele Naru, Architectural Historians

organization_M-NCPPC date
street & number_8787 Georgia Avenue telephone _301/563-3403
city or town_Silver Spring state _MD  zip code _20910

name Richard H. Kolb et al
street & number_19019 Gold Mine Rd. telephone
city or town_Brookeville, MD state _MD zip code _20833




MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M-23-62

Section_7 Page _1 ‘ Belmont /Howard Hall
name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

Howard Hall, principally built in 1938, is located on the east side
of Georgia Avenue, between Olney and Brookeville, on a two-acre

parcel of land in the midst of a residential subdivision. The
house is designed 1in a Colonial Revival/Jacobean style,
characterized by a semi-circular double-story portico, and

incorporates into its walls the shell of an 18th-century brick
house known historically as Belmont.:

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The original house on the site, Belmont, was built circa 1747 as a
two-story, five-bay, central-passage-plan structure with partially
engaged brick end chimneys. The principal elevation of the house
faced south, with a single-bay, Tuscan-columned entry portico on
center. This building stood on the site until 1938, when its shell
was incorporated into a new, larger dwelling, dubbed Howard Hall.

Howard Hall was built using the exterior walls of Belmont as one
wing of a new and much enlarged structure. Generally L-shaped in
plan, the house today consists of two principal wings, including
the shell of Belmont, a new wing to the north of this shell, and
several extensions off of the shell. The new wing, which extends
perpendicular to the shell and faces east, forms the principal
elevation of the house. It is defined by the semi-circular,
double-story entry portico.

Exterior Description

-The east elevation of Howard Hall, therefore, includes this new
portico entry wing and the end wall of the original Belmont. The
semicircular portico is supported by two fluted Doric columns,
purchased at an auction in Ellicott City.? The entry itself is
enhanced by a fanlight and sidelights and a second story balconied
door above. The original end wall of Belmont retains its exterior
end chimney, including the brick shoulder tiles and its corbeled
cap.

The south elevation of Howard Hall includes the original south wall
of Belmont, off of which projects a single-bay, two-story wing (a
single-story, hipped-roof sun room then projects from this wing) .

! Tradition holds that Belmont was erected ca. 1747. However, historic
photographs of the house before 1938 show federal influences in the building and
would thus indicate a later date of construction.

? "Mansion in Brookeville is design showcase," The Gaithersburg Gazette, May
6, 1982.



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M-23-62
Section_7 Page _2 Belmont /Howard Hall

name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

All of the window openings of the original south elevation have
been enlarged and the windows replaced. The two-story wing cuts
into the front slope of the original gable roof, forming a cross
gable wing on its east end. This wing is one-bay deep and one-bay
wide with single window openings on both stories. The sun room
wing abutting the two-story ell is three bays long and one bay
wide. Each bay is defined by round-arched openings with French
doors and fanlights.

The interior of the house contains 24 rooms, which during the
property's heyday under the ownership of Captain von der Heide,
were sumptuously appointed with massive mantels, crystal
chandeliers and wall sconces.



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M-23-62

Section __8 Page _1 Belmont /Howard Hall
name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The property known as Howard Hall is located west of Georgia
Avenue, and north of Olney in Montgomery County. The property
includes a large brick dwelling, constructed in 1938, that
incorporated into its structure the shell of a mid-18th-century
dwelling on the site, historically known as Belmont. Designed in
a mid-20th century Colonial Revival/Jacobean style, the 24-room
Howard Hall was built by Captain Erik von der Heide, a German of
high social standing. The house, which was built with custom-
designed and hand-crafted interior details, including a stained-
glass window with family crests and coats of arms, fell into
disrepair in the 1960s, but was restored in the 1980s. Because the
property provides neither a pure example of its mid-18th century
period of construction, or its mid-20th-century period of
construction, it lacks the requisite integrity to meet the criteria
of the Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties or the National
Register of Historic Places.

Historic Context:

Howard Hall was erected in 1938 on the site of a mid-18th-century
dwelling called Belmont. Belmont was constructed in 1747 on a 800-
acre tract of land by William Waters, who inherited the land from
his father, Samuel Waters. Belmont was a two-story, five-bay,
central-passage-plan, brick dwelling with brick end chimneys.

The house and the property, which was productive farmland, remained
in the Waters family for several generations. 1In 1831, one of the
first reapers, invented by Cyrus McCormick, was apparently tested
at Belmont, and in the years following the Civil War, Belmont was
noted for producing some of the heaviest crops in the area.’

In 1842, at the death of Ignatius, Sr., a son of William Waters,
his extensive estate was divided into three parcels, and bequeathed
to three sons. 1In addition, several acres were set aside for St.
John's Protestant Episcopal Church, on which the denomination
erected a church building and started a cemetery. From 1842 until
1910, the church paid one cent per annum rent for the property;
after 1910, the Waters family executed a deed giving the land
outright to the church.

Basil Worthington Waters inherited the Belmont house, its several
hundred acres of surrounding farmland, and its agricultural and
domestic outbuildings, including slaves quarters. Basil Waters

° Farquhar, 107.



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M-23-62
Section __8 Page _2 Belmont /Howard Hall
’ name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

lived at Belmont with his wife, Margaret Dorsy Sollers of Frederick
County, until his death in 1864. Basil left Belmont to his son,
Thomas Worthington Waters, then only fifteen years old. One of the
Waters uncles managed the farm until Thomas finished school. Upon
taking over the reigns, Thomas remained at Belmont until his death
in 1929. Following his death, the house and 300 acres passed to
his heirs, who, in 1938 sold it to Captain Erik von der Heide.

Upon purchasing the Belmont property, Erik von der Heide remodeled
and enlarged the 18th-century house beyond recognition, and
redubbed the property Howard Hall. Captain Erik von der Heide, a
German of high social standing, spared no expense in building
Howard Hall. Designed in a Colonial Revival/Jacobean style, the
house contains 24 rooms, custom-designed and hand-crafted interior
details, including a stained-glass window with family crests and
coats of arms.

In the late 1960s, developer Carl Freeman purchased the property,
converting the former agricultural 1land into a residential
subdivision called Tanterra. The house was left uninhabited, and
fell into disrepair until it was purchased by Ralph Duane in 1972.
Ralph Duane, president of Duane Real Estate in Wheaton, purchased
the house and 2-1/2 acres of land with the intention of renovating
the house and then selling it. The renovation was extensive and
included faithfully reproducing the von der Heide stained glass
window from the original templates.®’

Duane completed the renovation and put Howard Hall on the market,
but was still the owner in 1982. That year, the house became the
site of the "Interiors 82" design show house presented by the
Potomac Chapter of The American Society of Interior Designers.

In 1984, Christopher Reynolds, III and his uncle, Dr. Stewart
Gordon purchased Howard Hall from the bank. Reynolds, heir to the
R.J. Reynolds Tobacco fortune, and Gordon, director of music at the
University of Maryland, envisioned transforming Howard Hall into a
"Maryland version of Dumbarton Oaks."’ The following vyear,
however, the duo moved to Long Island, putting the house again up
for sale. Howard Hall is currently owned by Richard H. Kalb, et
al.

! "Mansion in Brookeville is design showcase," The Caithersburg Gazette, May
6, 1982.

® "Stately Howard Hall Retains Its Dignity," The Sentinel, August 15, 1985.
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CONTINUATION SHEET

HISTORIC CONTEXT:
Geographic Organization: Piedmont
Chronoclogical/Development Period (s):

Rural Agrarian Intensification;
Modern Period

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme (s):

Architecture, and Community Planning.

RESOURCE TYPE (S)
Category: Standing Structure

Historic Environment: Rural

Inventory No. M-23-62

Belmont /Howard Hall
name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

Architecture, Landscape

Historic Function (s): Domestic/Single Dwelling

Known Design Source:



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
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Chain of Title:
1747

1938

Inventory No. M-23-62
Belmont /Howard Hall
name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

William Waters built "Relmont".

"Belmont" mansion torn down, "Howard Hall™
mansion erected on the site.

"Heirs of Thomas W. Waters sold the old
home “Belmont' to Mr. and Mrs. Van der
Heide of Washington. They tore down the
brick house and erected a larger and more
modern dwelling, including 7 bath-rooms."
(Annals V, p 143)
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24 January 2000

Mary Kolb
19019 Gold Mine Road
Brookeville, MD 20833

Mrs. Kolb;

Thank you for taking the time to speak with me today. As promised, I am sending you the Draft
Maryland Historical Trust Form that was used in the preparation of the Public Hearing
(Preliminary) Draft Amendment. This form has also been considered in formulating the staff
recommendation to remove your property from the Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites
in Montgomery County.

I appreciate your concern and interest in the process. I would suggest using this form and the
materials referenced within it (Section 9, Bibliography) when considering a statement to the
Historic Preservation Commission. Both public commentary and correspondence will be
considered by the Commission, and therefore I would suggest that you send them a letter if you
are unable to attend the February 9™ meeting.

If you have any other questions concerning this matter, please give me a call, Monday through
Wednesday, at (301) 463 3400.

Sincerely,

Brian Michael Lione
Historic Preservation Planner

enc (1)
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

HNAME

HISTORIC
Belmont Site & Cemetery

AND/OR COMMON

EJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
Georgia Ave. (Rte. 97) (in "Tanterra" Subdivision)

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIDNAL DISTRICT
Brookeville — VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
Marvyland Montgomery
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENTUSE
_LDISTRICT jueuc N occuriep __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
¥ BUILDING(S) N PRIVATE __UNOCZLUPIED __COMMERCIAL __FARK
—STRUCTURE __BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL ZPRIVATE RESIDENCE
—.SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELiGIOUS
—OBJECT __INPROCESS __YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED \Z/ves: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
NO __MILITARY __OTHER
f§ OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Ralph W. Duane-Duane Real Estate Telephone #:

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN sTaTE , Zip code
Wheaton _— VICINITY OF Maryland
EILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber &,
COURTHOUSE. Folio #:
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.  viohtgomery County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TDWN STATE
Rockville Marvyland
{3 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE _
Historic American Buildings Survey
DATE
1936 Y FEDERAL _STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEYRECORDS 1 ihrary of Congress

CiTY. TOWN STATE
Washington, D.C.




R Co S ——————E——— ]

DESCRIPTION
. ' CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED jUNALTERED ORIGINAL SITE
N clele]s] __RUINS N _ALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED )

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present brick mansion here is a recent rebuilding of
a 1950's country estate. The 18th Century brick house was razed
about 1950 by Cap't. Van Der Heide. However, immediately to
the north of this house is an old brick structure that was alleg-
edly a slave quarters for the original house. It is two-stories
in height, and has o0ld brick, laid in common bond, "and is now
attached to a mid-20th Century brick house. Just beyond this
is the old Waters family graveyard, that sits under a large

fir tree.
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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“EIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Farquhar, R.B. QLD HOMES & HISTORY OF MONT. CO.; mg; (1961)
Pp. 185-187.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA Co e

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ‘

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

55§ FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian
ORGANIZATICN DATE
M-NCPPC 8/15/75
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
8787 Georgia Ave. 589-1480
CITY OR TOWN STAYE
Silver Spring Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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MEMORANDUM

December 26 . , 1972
. e gi T 6 TAYIR GF PARKS
To: Director of Parks o T -
T T /'7 P ey o
~ : i .’7, o E: d ! :r."__ui_“:,.rﬁ,\l
From: .. Myron Goldberg, Chief Park Planner ﬁ%Lj‘ D( }H‘
; / nge, w0872
Subject : "Howard Hall" ) Ny 4 D0 = *f‘

=17

(.

' £
-0 i
- R a1l
Ui dio/bid W hed
SiLVER SPRING, MD.

I have reviewed the material you sent me &5 I had
previously done with Mike Dwyer and the owner of the prop-
erty. I had previously indicated, and I still feel the
same, that I could not recommend the acguizition of this
proverty to our program.

We are currently receilving some 28+ acres in dedi-
cation in the vicinity of this property (Belmont Local
"Park). With this, we anticipate developing the park into
a full scale local recreation center, adjacent to the
10 acre Greenwood Elementary School, which is contiguous
tec Howard Hall (see attached plat). I can not see why we
would be interested in acquiring this house, with a cost
of over $200,000, almost adjacent to our dedicated prop-
erty.

You questioned whether we would be interested in
developing the house as a civic center. I was not aware
that civic centers were normally a part of our park devel-
opment program. On the other side c¢f the house, the prop-
erty is completely surrounded by new single family residen-
tial development. Therefore, there are no spacious grounds
remaining that we could also consider acguiring over and
above the 2 acres that surround the house.

I have talked previously with the owner and he may
be interested in obtaining from us an easement through the
property which we are receiving in dedication. This would
be a 10 foot wide path utilizing the old driveway which
originally led to the house. I told him we might be ablie
to work out some arrangement after we have ccompleted our
develcopment plan for our site.

MBG: 58
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THE MARYLAND - NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
REGIONAL AND METROPOLITAN DISTRICTS [N _M_ONTGOMERY AND PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTIES, MARYLAND

i

‘Regioncl‘:Hecdquarters Building . . 589-1480
8787 Georgia Avenue o . Area Code 301
Silver Spring, Maryland 20907
Septémber 29, 1972

Mr. Ralph B. Duane
- 2519 Ennals Avenue |

Wheaton, Maryland 20902
v ‘ S
Dear Mr. Duane: §

_ Thank you for sending me the brochure on
Howard Hall and also your kind invitation to
visit it. . :

I certainly join%with'you in a desire that
this beautiful house be maintained for the future
but have no thoughts.as to what institution could
purchase it. .. ; :

A The Montgomery County Historical Society of which
I am President, has, of course, the lovely Beall-
Dawson House in Rockville purchased jointly with the
City of Rockville in 1962. I am sending on the
brochure to the Socigties library for reference,

H

}
With all best wishes.
- , i

E ' Very truly YOurs,

Thomas M. Anderson, Jr.

: ‘ commissioner
TMA, jr:lle
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Real Property Search - Individual Report Page 1 of 2

Real Property Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation
Information Real Property System
[Go Back] IStart Over]
So Back MONTGOMERY COUNTY Start Over

DISTRICT: 08 ACCT NO: 00764142
Owner Information

Owner Name: KOLB, RICHARD HET AL Use: RESIDENTIAL
Mailing Address: é?é%gg%ﬁl%l%osw_zn 4 Principal Residence:YES
Transferred
From: RICHARD H & M G KOLB : Date: 12/30/1996  Price: $0
Deed Reference: 1) /14588/ 258 Special Tax Recapture:
2)
* NONE *
Tax Exempt: NO
Location Information [View Map]
Premises Address: Zoning: Legal Description:
19019 GOLD MINE PL R200 BROOKEVILLE KNOLLS
BROOKEVILLE 20833
Map Grid Parcel Subdiv Sect Block Lot Group PlatNo:
HUS1 15 Q 74 81 Plat Ref:
Special Tax Areas Town:
Ad Valorem:
Primary Structure Data
Year Built: Enclosed Area: Property Land Area: County Use:
1929 7,011 SF 96,203.00 SF 111

Value Information
Base Value Current Value Phase-In Value Phase-in Assessments

As Of As Of As Of As Of
01/01/1999 07/01/2000 07/01/1999 07/01/2000
Land: 105, 600 105,600
Impts: 418,870 428,730
Total: 524,470 534,330 531, 042 211,100 212,410
Pref Land: 0 0 0 0 0
Partial Exempt Assessments
Code 07/01/1999 . 07/01/2000
County 000 0 0
State 000 0 0
Municipal 000 0 0

{Go Back] [Start Over]

...Jamazon.exe?_name=RealProp&county%24=MONTGOMERY &countyIDNum%24=16&F63/01/2000












" EARLY MANOR

AND

PLANTATION HOUSES
MARYLAND

~ An Architectural and Historical Compendium, 1634-1800,
with three hundred twenty photographs and one hundred
forty-five plans, details and sketches < = =® v <% =

By HENRY CHANDLEE FORMAN

A.B., M.ArcH., A.LA.

Registered Architect State of Pennsylvania; White Prizeman in Architecture, Princeton;
Author of “The Turner Family of ‘Hebron’ and Betterion, Maryland”

Introduction by LEICESTER B. HOLLAND
B.ArcH.. Pu.D., F.A.T.A.

Chief of the Division of Fine cAris, Library of Congress: Chairman of the Commiitce on the
Preservation of Historic Buildings, A merican Institute of Arclitects; ete.

Privately printed for the Authur
EASTON, MARYLAND
HAVERFORD, PENNSYLVANIA

1934
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Howard Hall

S A
:
NO. 8 D-9 CAPT. ¥RIK VON DER HEFIDE 1950 BRICK :

HIT estate which Tenating Waters, Sr.,
 inherited after the death of his father,
William Walters, in 1788 was really a
principality in value and extent, containiny
about SO0 acresx of sone of the most productive
land in the County. TLocated in a cholee section
twenty miles north of Washington, it included
Loth stdes of a main north-and-gouth highway,
reaching from Ohiey for over a mile 1o Brooke-
ville. On it Willinm Waters built in 1747 a com-
modious brick manor houze he named Belmont,
Waters  married  Mary Harris of Prince
Geovee’s Connty, and bronght his bride to
Belimont,
William Waters received the following grants
frowm his father Samuel, parts of Claries and
U Likee 18 5 Folio 139 Prinve George's County Land Records.
2 Liber ‘T Folio 70 Prince George's Connty Land Records.

Benjamin, containing 152 acres, in consideration
of the sum of five shillings, and also—‘“for the
love, good will and affeetion which I have and
bear toward my beloved son William Waters.”’
This deed is dated Maveh 21, 1746/7.2

By another deed dated June 19, 1737, Samuel
conveved to Willinm Waters 404 acres, part of
Charles and Beujamin, for the smm of Sixty
Pounds Sterling.®

When Tenatius, Sr. a =son of William, «ied in
1842, one hundred years after the estate had
come into the Tamily, the acreage was divided
into three valuable estates, and bequeathed to
his three sons, with a fow aeres to the ehurel at
Olney. Behunont, with about 400 acres and the
briek manor house, went to Buasil Worthington
Waters: the oldest son, Ignatius, Jr., received
204 acres nanied Qak Grove, on the cast side of

185



186 Historic MoxtcomeEry CouNty, MaryYLAND

the highway. There he built a handsome brick
manor house in 1848, And about 150 acres, also
on the cast side of the road, opposite Belmont;
went to Zacharia Waters, who hnilt a frame
house,

“Basil Worthington Waters married Margaret
Dorsey Sollers of Frederick County. Upon
his death in 1864, Behnont was left to Thomas
Worthington Waters, his son, then only fifteen
vears of age. One of the uncles managed that
farm until young Thomas finished his schooling.

In later years, Thomas Waters always had
beauntiful riding horses. Some people alive today
can recall seeing him on a handsome brown
gaited horse, with a long flowing tail, riding up
to Olney for the mail or crallopmo around the

Fair Grounds at Rockville, with his marshal’s
sash around his shoulders.

Thomas Waters married Mary Emma Mcwx u-
der who died in 1927; and following his death
in 1929, the home which then contained 300 acres
passed to his heirs, who sold it in 1938 to Cap-

tain Erik von der Heide. The old brick manor-

house was removed, and a twenty- four room
brick mansion erected on the site.’

There-is 2 Waters family burial plot near the,,
lawn, but the present owners do not seem to

object to this ancient feature with a dozen or so

marble markers. They attend it and keep the

grass mowed as neatly as their own lawn. -
The Waters family of Belmont were always

regnlar and faithful members of St. John’s:

Protestant Episcopal Church at Olney. The
church was built on Belmont property in 1842,
Ignatins Waters, Sr., had donated one acre of
Jand for a cemetery.

As the chureh did not own the land on which
the building stood, it was agreed that a rental
of one cent per annwum would he paid for the use
of the land. This agreement was in foree from
1842 to 1910, and it ix understood that the
Waters owners dnring that timme promnptly put
the penny rental into the eollection.

After 1910 a deed wax exeented by the Bel-
mont family giving the land which had been
rented to the church. Additional land was also
donated to inerease the size of the cemctery and
churchyard, a few lots bheing rveserved for the
use of the Waters family. Some of the family
held Sunday school and taught the scriptures to
their slaves, of whown they had a few.

Two of the Waters family, the last to live
in the old briek house. ave hving in 1961. They

are Basil Worthington, 87, who lives with his

son and wife in a new brick house half mile east-
of Redladd, on the Muncaster Road, and
Margaret, who lives in Silver Spring near Four

Lm‘nm‘% N

The daughter, Margaret (Waters) Beall, in
Silver Spring has some treasured possessions
which came to her from her grandmother, Mar-
garet (D. Sollers) Waters. A book of Commion
Prayer,.printed in England in 1767, is twenty
inches by ten inches by two inches thick and was
usually earried to echurch on Sunday by a slave.
Also, she has an illuminated-tvpe Bible, printed
in 1751, a spinnet made in Philadelphia in 1793,
by ¢¢‘Charles James, Instrument Maker,’’ and a
grandfather’s clock, said to have been made in
England in 1732, which stood in Belmont from
the time the house was built until 1938, when
thie house was torn down.

The present owner of the former farm of
the Waters family is Mrs. Erik von der Heide,
widow of the Captain, who had living with her
in 1961, a sister, Mrs. Amalia de Murguiondo,
nee Amalia de Murgniondo, and a brother, .Jose
de Murguiondo. Capt. von der Heide died in
March 1959. "

Lapt von der Heide had an illustrious an-
cestry in Germany, where his family line dates
back to the 10th century, although his widow is

- proud to claim residence in America for 27

years.

The old brick slave quarters bunilding has
heen modernized into a comfortable guesthouse.

This sumptuons manor house, may he judged
by the beauty of the photograph here. It
countains fourteen rocins in all, in its two stories,
with an nnfinished attie. There are five bed
roouts on its second floor and five full baths,

~and five fireplaces throughout.

The spacious living room, or really a formal
parlor, to the left of the entrance, 1s a delight,
with symmetrical ends, filled by fireplaces with
handsomne mantels. Tt is furnished with splendid
furniture, much of it antique, of European
origin.

Ax one enters the east doorway, from the
portico, upon which the fluted round ecolumms
are featured, there is a small vestibule, on the
right off of which is an ante-room and powder
room. Back of that is a small breakfast voon.
Moving straight ahead, from the front vestibule,
one comes to the trophy room, upon the panelled
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walls of which are ELEVEN (11) life size
mounted heads of big game animals, many
native to Africa, and some from Germany.
Remarkable display.

On through this room, in which is a fireplace
with rough stone mantel front, we emerge from
the house onto a terrace covered with flag-

187

stone. The view from here toward the west is
very rural, and resttul

Through a passage, going to the right from
hall is the kitchen and dining roouy, of moderate
size, with bright light from windows toward
the setting sun. Most of the floors are walnut
highly polished.

Hungerford Tavern

HE quaint old tavern which stood for

nearly a century and a half on a quiet

village street corner in the thriving town
now known as Rockville hag at last received the
belated acclaim it so richly deserves in the
archives of Montgomery County. On a bronze
tablet placed on the site of this historical build-
ing, future generations will be sure to read of
its glory. They will see, cast in metal, the
names of thiose bold patricts whose acts have
consecrated the humble walls and made the
memory of the old tavern imperishable.

The sparks of rebellion against oppression
and the aspirations for freedom and liberty
kindled in the little tavern will always be a
treasured memory to citizens of Maryland. The
ringing words of the Governor of our beloved
state while unveiling the tablet praised the
marking of historical sites. He urged all citi-
zens to cooperate with their governments, fed-
eral, state and local, and to ‘“think and act as
Marylanders.”” The action of early citizens of
our free state in calling for cessation of trade
with an aggressor was stressed by him as an
example to be emulated.

Governor McKeldin warned that we must
never let the fires of patriotism which activated
our ancestors go out. He illustrated his ad-
monition by a story of an old mountaineer in
Tennessce who refused several times to sell his
little log cabin in the valley to a public utility
which tried to buy it so the valley could bhe
flooded. The enginecers, after his repeated ve-
fusals to sell, built for him a fine new stone
hiouse on a nearby hill and offered it to him as
an even trade. The old man continued his re-
fusal to move. He said ““my grandfather built
this cabin and he told my father never to let the
fire in the hearth go out. My father told me the
same thing and T have told my son to keep that

| ikt
P .
i

fire burning as long as he lives and to tell his
son to do the same.”” Finally the engineers
filled a bucket with coals from the humble hearth
stone of the cabin and when a fire from them was
moved to the new house the old man agreed to
follow.

Judge Stedman Prescott, associate justice,
Sixth Judicial Cireuit, in outlining the history
of the tavern to the large assemblage of citi-
zens at the unveiling ceremonies said he knew
no one who had definitely determined the date
the tavern was built. He expressed the belief
after his study of available records that it was
built sowmetime between 1755 and 1771

Tle most outstanding event memorialized by
the plaque ocenrred on June 11, 1774,

The exact wording cast into the bronze is as
follows:

“HUNGERFORD TAVERN SITE
JUNE 11, 1774

On above date aroused patriots here resolved that
every lawful means be used to procure relief from
oppressions of the Engiish Parliament, and that the
most effectual way to secure American freedom would
be to break off all commerce with Great Britain.
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LOCATIONAL ATLAS HIS;fORICAL SURVEY OF 400 RESOURCES
SURVEY FORM
ROBINSON & ASSOCIATES, SUMMER 1989

BRINCIPAL BUILDING . o N OUTBUILDINGS:

X YES NO
HISTORIC NAME: Belmont Site and Cemetery '

COMMON NAME:

ADDRESS: Georgia Avenue (Rte. 97) (in "Tanterra" Subdivision)

SITE NUMBER: 23/62 ATLAS MAP: 9  ATLAS COORDINATES: H-18 TAX Map. HU561:

EXCELLENT VERY GOOD FAIR POOR N/A  UNKNOWN

INTEGRITY* %
ARCHITECTURAL
SIGNIFICANCE
X
ASSOCIATIVE HISTORY
X
Resource is: demolished could not locate
threatened, explain:
ASSIGNED CATEGORY: 1 II I1I @ v VI
(See reverse side
for explanation.)
NOTES: The alterations to this house have compromised its

historic integrity. Although the original site and
house had importance, little of what remains today
reflects that importance. The slave quarters still
exist as the far right two-story section of the
adjacent house. We searched the property for a
cemetery and found one area behind the Belmont house
that contains a large shady tree. However, no markers
were visible at this location.

*Integrity is defined as the maintenance of original features and/or lack of substantial alteration to the resource.

HOUSE

CEMETERY: TaX # [722325 TIXH Fo4493 LTz

mece. 29

Fod (42 LTH



Category Explanation:

L OQutstanding resource architecturally and/or h.iston'mlly. Most resources in Category [ either maintain the
highest level of integrity or are invaluable as ruinous evidence of former significant structures. Should be
_evaluated immediately for Master Plan designation.

" IL Very good resource architecturally and/or historically. Most resources in Category II maintain their basic
integrity. Should be evaluated promptly for Master Plan designation.

IIL Good resource architecturally and/or historically. Some resources in Category III have a diminished level of
integrity. Should be evaluated for Master Plan designation, but with lower priority.

IV. Marginal resource. Falls into one or more of the following categories: 1) severely deteriorated, 2) heavily
altered, 3) architectural character not strong, 4) historical significance not apparent, 5) only typical of a large
number of comparable resources. Lowest priority for evaluation for Master Plan designation.

V. Resource which is either demolished or which could not be located based on information given on survey
form. Remove demolished structures from Locational Atlas and, if after further study the resources not located
to date cannot be located, remove from Locational Atlas.

VL Resource was inaccessible at time of survey.
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. with both heels, and kick to the.

(’ he “built a handsome brick manor
1 house in 1838 And .about. 150
{ acres, also on ‘the east side ‘of the
‘ road, opposite “Belmont” went to
?,,;,»:.- Facharia: Wabers,:pon i whichs4:
L]
}
1

e

“Frame house was ‘built: -

! . Basil Worthmgton Waters mar-
ed Margaret Dorsey Sollers of
i uthem Maryland. Upon his
death in 1864, “Belmont” was left
5. Thomas Worthington Waters,
- his son, then only 15 years of age.
One of the uncles managed that
farm, until young 'I‘homas finished
. his schooling.

v There is a story about ,young
Thomas Waters \whlc‘n indicates
* that his uncles did not have to  man-
age his farm for very long. Dur-
“ing the Civil War, when he was
about- 15 years old, the soldiers
were making one of their raids.and
carried , off all the horses they
could lay hands on. They made off
with “Fancy”, a much-beloved little

t - fmare belonging to Thomas.
. He had taught “Fancy”, when he
, ~put his hand on her back behind
! . the saddle, dnd told ‘her to “Get
“Take-Aim! - -Fire!” to let-go

. rafters, or higher. When he miss-

straight to the encampment.

He found the guilty cavalry-
man, told him the mare belong-
ed to him and that he wanted her
‘back. The soldier replied, “How
-do I know that she belongs to
you? Can you prove it?” “Yes
I can prove it,” replied Thomas.
‘So he went to “Fancy”, repeat-
ed his order to her , “Get Set!
Take aim! *Fire-” and as he put
his hands on:her back, she let

loose such.a volley of flying
hoofs that the cavalryman threw

" up..his hands in horrer and
yelled, “Také her away, I don’t
want her.”

In later years, Thomas Waters
‘aiways had beautiful riding horses.
Some of us can reecall seeing ‘him
on z handsomg brown gaited hrose,
with a long, ‘flowitig tail, riding up
to. Olney for the mail. Or gallop-
ing around' the Fair Grounds at
Rockville, with his Marshall’s sash

- around his ‘shoulders.

Thomas Waters married Mary
Emma Magruder who died in 1927,
and following his death in 1929, the

" home which then  contained 300
acres, was sold in 1938 by his heirs,
to Captain Erik von der Heide, the
present owner. The old brick man-
or house was removed, snd & 24-

B A

site.

TIn the years following the Clvxl
War “Belmont” was noted for rais-
ing some of the heaviest crops in
the area. The first Teaper, invent-
ed by Cyrus McCormick in 1831,
\ Wwas tested there. One of the larg-

years old, is still standing on the

place and it is claxmed that a six-

ed her from the barn, he went||

room brick mansion erected on the |

_ est barng in the County, about 100 |,

one acre of addltlona.l land for a
cemetery. T,

the churg ¢|d~4not owh ’the
Iand ~on, which tﬁ buildn;g,,stood,
L. D W v i

cent per annum Wi “be pald for
the use of the laﬁ'ci *This ' agree-
ment was in force and effect from
1842 to 1910 and it is understood
that the Waters owners,  during

1.of one-

L) .

One old{ 'sla}\_ve “Womsan named
“Hager”, was, badly burned, . while
helping,; with - the, butchering, .pnd
dxeaaasi'”fe‘éﬁ A y“e‘awf‘iéglfd
terward’ meﬂof the colored .men |
Who took/éver. her work, .is'sure
that her ghost came back to haunt
him. ‘While, he was working in
the kitchen, some. pranksters went
to the second floor and let down a

=
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Mansion

Continued From Page B-1

stolen from closets and other

obscure areas to patch the
floors. New paneling had to be

custom milled to match some

of the old.

. One of Duane’s major coups

concerned the stained-glass

window off the center hall-

way. Like all the other glass .

in the house, it was smashed
beyond repair. He was able to
save a couple of panes that
embodied coats-of-arms and
which he held together

ing.

IN HIS SEARCH for ‘a

through the deft use of lead- "

stained-glass artisan who .

could create another window

- like it, Duane stumbled upon -
John Boertlein, whose father

had crafted the original win.

dow and who still had the .

templates that were used for

that job. The result is a faith-. "~

ful reproduction of the ongb“

nal.

The work at Howard Hall is

nearly finished now. There
are still some details, some of
which Duane probably will
leave until a buyer comes
along and can voice his pref-
erences. But the effect of the
restoration is that of a warm,
friendly place, despite its size
(150 feet long, with 24 rooms,
most of them spacious). It has
fireplaces in nearly every
room, crystal chandeliers and
wall sconces, double French
doors and amut 4,000 feet of

patios.
Duane is about to put the

place up for sale at a price of -

around $230,000. But he’s
going to hate to part with it.

“I've put a lot of time into
this project,’” he said, “‘but

'Itve enjoyed every minute of
i ”

R T S R P

Needed for
Designer Hous\g

designer showcase of model
ooms decorated by professional de- -
signers is looking for staff volunteers -
to meet visitors and answer ques- .
tions ahout the great variety of color-
- ful and sometimes unusual furnish- -
ings. .
> The designer showhouse jointly ﬁ
( sponsored by the American Cancer
\  Society and the American Society of
Interior Designers, will be held at
Howard Hall, a newly restored his-
toric mansion located just north of ..
Olney in Brookeville. The address is:
18900 Alpenglow Lane, one block off
Georgia Ave. :
Volunteers are needed for the sho
Monday through Saturday, 9:30 a.m
to1 p.m., and 12:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.; -
Sundays 11:30 a.m. to 3: 30 p.m. and 3
p.m. to 7 p.m.; and Thursday -
evenings 5:30 p.m. 't0 9:30 p.m. :
To arrange to work one or more
. shifts, call staffing chairman Judith :
Howell at 929-1054. All proceeds will
support Montgomery County Cancer, "
Society research and educational -
programs, as well as provide . dxrect S
financial assistance, dressings and
hospital room supphes tolocal can-
cer patients.
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Tues MARYLAND - NATIONAL CarPiTAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

RECIONAL AND METRGPOLITAN DISTRICTS IN MONTCOMERY AND PRINCE GZORGE'S COUNTIES, MARYLAND

Regicnal Headquarters 3uilding 569-1480

8787 Georgia Avenue Area Code 301

Silver Spring, Marylend 20907

-~

December 19, 1972

MEMORANDUM

TO: F. Frank Rubini, Director of Parks

7/

FROM: Mike Dwyer, Park Historian

SUBJECT: '"Howard Hall" at Olney as potential park property.

Back in September you asked me to check out a request by
Mr. Duane, owner of "Howard Hall", {ses enclosed} that we consider
the purchase of the house. At the time, I met with Mr. Duane and
concluded that the house is not of historic value; it is a new
house on an old site. I also spoke to Myvron Goldberg at Parkland
Acquisition, and he did not feel we could use the building. He
mentioned park acreage nearby that we had received through dedi-
cation. This latter property, (Belmont Local Park in C.I.P. book)
an elementary school, and "Howard Hall" are contiguous.

I was reminded of the property recently when several Olney
Citizens asked me about a civic center for their neighborhocd.
I just thought you would like to be aware of the request.
"Howard Hall" is quite equal to the Rockville Civic Center in
size, but is perhaps poorly situated. The price tag is reportedly
around $230,000 with only two acres of ground available.

MFD:cag
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PLEASZ FIND ENCLOSED A 3ROCHURE on 'Howard HawL', THE HISTORICAL MANS!ON
3

HHICH WE WCOULD LIKE COHSIDERZD FCOR FU

N GE OF A PROPERTY 3UCH A5 THIS 3H0ULD BELONG
F AMARYLAND.

-

THE PROPERTY WOULD BE PARTICULARLY sutTABLE FORrR A "Civic Center", A FaciLiTY
WHICH 1S LACKING IN THE AREA AT THIS TIME.

MAY | PLEASE HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY OF SHOWING THIS PROPERTY TGO YOU OR YOUR
REAL ESTATEZ REPRESENTATIVE INM THE NEAR FUTURE, FOR CONSIDERATION OF A
PARK FACIL!ITY?

e 3 AN e

THANK YDU FOR YOUR INTEREST
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