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Removal of Properties from the Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites of Montgomery County

St. Luke's Episcopal Church
1001 Brighton Dam Road
#23/078

St. Luke's Church is located in Brighton, at the intersection of New Hampshire Avenue and Brighton Dam
Road, in northeastern Montgomery County. The church, sited amidst several mature oak trees, occupies the
northwestern corner of the rural crossroads, and has been a fixture in the local community since its erection in
1870. Associated with the church and located on its west side is a small cemetery with eight tombstones.
St. Luke's Church was constructed in 1870 as an Episcopal Church within St. Bartholomew's Parish, that also
included St. John's Church in Olney. St. Luke's is the second ecclesiastical building to have been erected on the
site--the first being the Chapel of Ease, built in 1761, which following its destruction by fire in 1812, was rebuilt
several miles from this site. Although St. Luke's Church provides a representative example of late 19th-century
rural church architecture and is a notable rural landmark, the building has been enlarged and altered and no
longer retains sufficient integrity to meet the requirements for historic designation based on the criteria stated in
Section 24A-3 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance.

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING: 1.02 acres, parcel P370 on tax map JU33.
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0 1 March 2001

Reverend Ken Brown
P.O. Box 131
Brookeville, MD 20833

Dear Father Brown:

CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760

My name is Michele Naru, and I am a Historic Preservation Planner employed by the
Montgomery County Department of Park and Planning. Currently, I am working on the potential
historic designation of several individual sites in the Olney / Sandy Spring / Goshen area. The
research on these properties was completed in 1999 and a Public Hearing (Preliminary) Draft
.Amendment publication was distributed to all potentially designated sites including St. Luke's
Church in early January, 2000. In this publication, historic preservation staff made
recommendations to the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) to remove St. Luke's Church
from the Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites in Montgomery County.

On February 9, 2000, the HPC held a public hearing to begin the evaluation of these properties.
Property owners, interested parties and the general public were invited to attend and comment on
the proposed designations. On March 8, 2000, the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) held
a public worksession whereas they reviewed and considered the public testimony and
correspondence and the recommendations from historic preservation staff. The HPC expressed
their interest in recommending in favor of designating St. Luke's Church in the 1Llontgomery
County Master Plan for Historic Preservation and views St. Luke's Church as a representative
example of an historically significant church and notable landmark that has contributed to the
history of the Sandy Spring / Brighton area. Staff is aware of the significant alterations to the
building, yet the HPC feels that it is an important resource. The HPC has asked staff to bring
issue back to the second worksession for discussion about the Church's historical significance in
the county as a prominent landmark in the community. The proposed environmental setting
would be Parcel 370 (1.02 acres).

The HPC will be evaluating St. Luke's potential designation at its regular meeting on Wednesday,
March 28, 2001 at 7:30 pm in the MRO Auditorium at the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission building at 8787 Georgia Avenue in Silver Spring. Public testimony on this
case only will be taken at the meeting prior to the Historic Preservation Commission vote. Please
see the information in this packet for a description of the designation process and the effect it will
have on your property.



Staff has made several failed attempts to contact church personnel with regard to this issue. We
would like to set up a meeting prior to the March 28 h̀ meeting with yourself and/or any other
church personnel to answer questions or concerns you might have. At your earliest convenience,
please call me at (301) 563-3400 to set up this appointment.

Sincerely,

Michele Naru
Historic Preservation Planner



St. Luke's Church
M:23-78
Montgomery County, Maryland

St. Luke's.Church is located in Brighton, at the intersection of

New Hampshire Avenue and Brighton Dam Road, in northeastern

Montgomery County. The church, sited amidst several mature oak

trees, occupies the northwestern corner of the rural crossroads,

and has been a fixture in the local community since its erection

in 1870. Associated with the church and located on its west side

is a small cemetery with eight tombstones.

St. Luke's Church was constructed in 1870 as an Episcopal church

within St. Bartholomew's Parish, that also included St. John's

Church in Olney. St. Luke's is the second ecclesiastical building

to have been erected on the site--the first being the Chapel of

Ease, built in 1761, which following its destruction by fire in

1812, was rebuilt several miles from this site. Although St.

Luke's Church provides a representative example of late 19th-

century rural church architecture and is a notable rural

landmark, the building has been enlarged and altered and no

longer retains sufficient integrity to meet the Criteria of the

Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties or the National.

Register of Historic Places.



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Inventory No. M:23-78
MD INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

-----------------
1. Name of Property

--------------
historic name St. Luke's Church
common/other name

2. Location

------------------
street & number 1001 Brighton Dam Rd not for publication
city or town Brookeville vicinity -_X state Maryland code MD
county code zip code

------------------------------------------
3. State/Federal Agency Certification N/A

4. National Park Service Certification N/A

-------------
5. Classification

------------------
Ownership of Property (Check all that apply)

X private
public-local
public-State
public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
X building(s)

district
site
structure
object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings
1 sites

structures
objects

2 Total

Is this property listed in the National Register?
Yes Name of Listing

No X



Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties
Inventory No.M:23-78
Page 2

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: RELIGION Sub: Church

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: RELIGION Sub: Church

7. Description
-----------------------------------------------------------------
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

Vernacular

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Stone
roof gable:asphalt shingles
walls wood: German siding
other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition
of the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. 7-1



Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties
Inventory No.M:23-78
Page 3

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more
boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

X A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or a grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.



Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties
Inventory No.M:23-78
Page 4

-

Areas of of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture
Religion

Period of Significance 1870

Significant Dates 1870

- Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of
the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. 8-1



Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties
Inventory No.M:23-78
Page 5

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, legal records, and other sources used in
preparing this form.)

Boyd, T.H.S., History of Montgomery County, 1879. Reprint.
Baltimore, MD: Clearfield Comp., 1989.

Farquhar, Roger Brooke. Old Homes and History of Montgomery
County, MD. Silver Spring, MD., 1952, 1962.

MacMaster, Richard K. and Ray Eldon Hiebert. A Grateful
Remembrance: The Story of Montgomery County, Maryland, 1776-1976.
Rockville, MD.: Montgomery County Historical Society, 1976.

Montgomery County Historical Society, Rockville, MD., Vertical
Files.

Montgomery County Land Records, Montgomery County, Maryland.

Mutual Assurance Society Records, Montgomery County Historical
Society.

Sandy Spring Museum, Sandy Spring, Maryland, Vertical Files.

"St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Brighton, Maryland, 1870-1970."

Maps and Drawings and Photographs

Hopkins, G.M., comp. Atlas of Fifteen Miles around Washington,
including the County of Montgomery, Maryland, 1879. Reprint.
Rockville, MD.: Montgomery County Historical Society, 1975.

Martenet, Simon L. Martenet and Bond's Map of Montgomery County,
1865.



Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties
Inventory No.M:23-78
Page 1

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one acre

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the

property.)

St. Luke's Episcopal Church occupies a less than one-acre parcel of
land at the corner of New Hampshire Avenue and Brighton Dam Road,
in Brighton. .

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

This parcel has been associated with the property since the
construction of the church building on the site in 1870.

---------------------

---------------------

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Kim Williams. Architectural Historian
organization M-NCPPC date December 1998
street & number 8787 Georgia Avenue telephone 301 563-3400
city or town Silver Spring state MD zip code

12. Property Owner

name St. Luke's Church
street & number 1001 Brighton Dam Road telephone
city or town state zip code



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M:23-78

Section 7 Page 1 St. Luke's Church

name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

St. Luke's Church is located in Brighton, at the intersection of
New Hampshire Avenue and Brighton Dam Road, in northeastern
Montgomery County. The church, sited amidst several mature oak
trees, occupies the northwestern corner of the rural crossroads,
and has been a fixture in the local community since its erection in
1870. Associated with the church and located on its west side is
a small cemetery with eight tombstones.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The church building is a
structure measuring 42 fee
foundation, is covered wit
has walls clad with German
four-bay-deep building, the
(twelve feet) to include
lengthened at the rear by
1916, and was more recently

Exterior:

h

single-story, basilican-plan, frame
t by 20 feet. It is set upon a stone

a gable roof featuring a belfry, and
wood siding. Planned and built as a
church was later elongated by one bay
an entry narthex.l The church was
the addition of a recessed chancel in
enlarged by a front porch.

The south facade, facing Brighton Dam Road, presents its gable
front to the road. The wall is clad with German siding with a
double entry door located on center at ground level. The double,
six-paneled wood doors (replacement), are sheltered by a gable-
roofed porch. This porch, an addition, is set upon a concrete slab
foundation and has plain wood posts supporting the gable roof, clad
with asphalt shingles. An historic wooden pew (possibly one of the
original pews) sits on the front porch. At the ridge line of the
church roof sits the belfry, added in 1949. This pyramidal roof
structure with open sides shelters the church bell, donated to the
church that same year.

The west elevation extends five bays deep. The front bay,
corresponding with the entry narthex, is set upon a concrete slab
foundation, while the remaining bays, part of the original

1 When this front bay was added is not certain. The history of the church
makes it sound as if it was added immediately after the church was built.
However, the front bay is built upon a concrete slab foundation as opposed to the
stone foundation of the original structure, indicating a turn-of-the-century or
later date of construction.



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M:23-78

Section 7 Page 2 St. Luke's Church

name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

structure, are built upon a stone foundation. The front bay is
further differentiated from the rear bays by a vertical board
closing the juncture of the historic structure and its addition.
Each of the bays is defined by a single, 6/6 window, with large,
interior bead molding, and a wood sill. The window in the front
bay was made to match the existing windows.

The east elevation is similarly five bays deep, the front bay being
part of the narthex addition. Another minor alteration appears at
the fifth bay of this elevation where, based upon wood siding
infill, there appears to have been a door in the place of the
present window. Beyond the fifth bay of the sanctuary is a
projecting wing of the rear chancel and a six-paneled wood door
leading into it.

The north elevation consists of the rear wall of the chancel. The
chancel was built in 1916 against the north wall of the sanctuary.
It is set upon a stone foundation and has a cross gable roof
sheltering the chancel and an adjoining antechamber. The gable end
wall of the chancel is lit by a pointed-arch stained glass window,
while the side wall of the chancel wing has a 6/6 window. A shed
roof addition, set atop a concrete slab foundation, abuts the west
wall of the chancel.

Interior:

The interior of St. Luke's Church is an open, basilica-plan
sanctuary. The narthex opens directly onto the center aisle of the
nave, while contemporary pews occupy the sides (there are no side
aisles as the pews abut the side walls of the sanctuary). The
central aisle leads to a raised and carpeted platform upon which is
the lectern and pulpit and beyond which is the chancel, similarly
raised upon a carpeted platform. The chancel is recessed into a
horse-shoe-shaped Syrian arch and features a pointed-arch stained
glass window on center. The stained glass is dedicated to the
memory of the rev. William H. Laird, a former rector, who served
the three churches of St. Bartholomew's church for nineteen years.
A wooden balustrade with pointed arches serving as rails separates
the chancel from the nave. A door on the east wall of the chancel
leads into an antechamber which provides direct access to the
exterior.

On the grassy expanse of lawn west of the church building and next
to the drive leading from Brighton Dam Road to a gravel parking lot



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M:23-78

Section 7 Page 3 St. Luke's Church

name of property
Montgomery County. MD
county and state

is a family cemetery and adjacent obelisk. The cemetery holds
eight tombstones commemorating three members of the Brown family,
two members of the Anderson family and five members of the Leishear
family. While most of the tombstones are enclosed within a
contemporary metal wire fence, an obelisk bearing the name of H.S.
Brown (1865-1932) is located outside the bounds of the enclosure
and just to its south. Both the Leishear and Brown families are
local families who have had a presence in the region since at least
the 19th century. The Thomas Leishear House (23-77) is just north
of the church on New Hampshire Avenue, while several Brown family
houses can be found along Green Bridge Road (23-75; 23-76 and 23-
80), just north of St. Luke's Church on New Hampshire Avenue. In
1947, the vestry ruled that no more burials were to be permitted in
the adjacent lot.



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M:23-78

Section 8 Page 1 St. Luke's Church
name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Luke's Church was constructed in 1870 as an Episcopal church
within St. Bartholomew's Parish, that also included St. John's
Church in Olney. St. Luke's is the second ecclesiastical building
to have been erected on the site--the first being the Chapel of
Ease, built in 1761, which following its destruction by fire in
1812, was rebuilt several miles from this site. Although St.
Luke's Church provides a representative example of late 19th-
century rural church architecture, the building has been enlarged
and altered and no longer retains sufficient integrity to meet the
Criteria of the Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties or the
National Register of Historic Places.

Historic Context

Founded in 1871, St. Luke's Church traces its origins to 1761 when
the parishioners of Prince George Parish residing "in and upon the
neighborhood of a Branch of Patuxent, commonly called Hawlings
River" petitioned then-Governor Horatio Sharpe for a chapel. In
May 1761, the petition was granted and the Chapel of Ease was built
at the northwest corner of Brookeville-Brighton Dam Road and Route
650, New Hampshire Avenue Extended in Brighton, Maryland. This
18th-century chapel was destroyed a few years later by a severe
storm; it was not until 1812 that a new church was built to replace
the original structure.

This 1812 structure was built several miles from the original site,
on the Hawlings River. It was consecrated by Bishop James Kemp as
St. Bartholomew's Church (commonly referred to as the "Hawlings
River Church"), and was formally admitted to the Diocese of
Maryland as a separate congregation. This new church was
ministered to by the rector of Christ Church in Rockville.
Needless to say, services were irregular. In addition, the
geographical size of St. Bartholomew's Parish was too great for one
church; consequently, in 1842, a chapel was founded at Olney as St.
John's Church. The Reverend Orlando Hutton was elected in 1844 as
the first Rector of St. Bartholomew's Parish to hold services in
St. John's and St. Bartholomew's churches. A house was purchased
at Brookeville, about halfway between the two churches, for a
rectory and Mr. Hutton served as rector of both until 1861.

Around 1868, then-rector, Reverend Thomas Duncan, was asked to hold
services near the Friendship Meeting House, where various members



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M:23-78

Section 8 Page 2 St. Luke's Church
name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

of the church wanted the services of an Episcopal church. Having
received permission to do so, the Reverend Duncan preached at the
Friendship church beginning in August 1868. The location for these
services changed over the months until Mr. William Brown of J.
Offered to sell a lot of land near Brighton for the construction of
a church building.'

The new church building was planned by Reverend Thomas Duncan and
built by 1870 as St. Luke's Church. According to the 1963
reminiscences of an original parishioner, the "plain little
building" was said to have looked 'just like Tom Duncan, .3 As
originally constructed, the church consisted of the four-bay-deep,
basilica-plan structure. The recessed chancel and the stained
glass window were added in 1916, and the bell and belfry added
after World War II.

With the building of St. Luke's Church in 1870, the parish now had
three churches to serve its people, but still only one priest to
serve the three churches. Various schedules were tried in an
effort to hold as many services as possible in each church. This
arrangement continued until 1948 when St. Bartholomew's Church was
united with a Gaithersburg Church, leaving St. Luke's and St.
John's to support a rector between them. Immediately after this,
however, the growing St. John's began to make increasing demands on
the rector, leaving St. Luke's at the mercy of visiting clergymen
and lay readers. Eventually, in 1960, the Bishop of Washington
decided that St. Luke's should build a rectory and call its own
minister.

In 1935, St. Luke's Church acquired the Brighton Grange Hall, which
stood across the road from the church, and no longer had an active
grange membership. St. Luke's converted the grange into a parish
hall, demolishing it in the 1980s. In 1961, the Warren Cooley
family, owners of the Brown Place (M:23-75), gave the land for the
rectory building.

' Two lots were offered for sale; however as that of Mr. William Brown of
J. was more central to the congregation, it was accepted.

' St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Brighton, Maryland, 1870-1970, p.7.



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M:23-78

St. Luke's Church
name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

HISTORIC CONTEXT:

Geographic Organization: Piedmont

Chronological/Development Period (s):

Agricultural-Industrial Transition (1815-1870)

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme (s):

RESOURCE TYPE(S)

Category:

Historic Environment:

Historic Function (s):

Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and
Community Planning

Building

Rural

RELIGION/Church

RELIGION/Cemetery

Known Design Source: Unknown
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Brighton  Hall or.St. Luke's Parish Half was built as the Brighton Grange*Hall,
No, 60. Brighton Grange was one of the twelve early Granges formed in 1873 and 1874
in Montgomery County. This Grange was formed April 2, 1874 under the organization
of Joseph T. Moore of Sandy Spring. It lasted for 63 years, the third longest Grange
to exist in Montgomery County ( neighboring Granges of Olney and Liberty Grove existigj
longer ). Col. T. H. S. Boyd in his HISTORY OF M0NTGO1,.r.RY COUNTY_ , 1879, lists Bethesds
Barnesville, Brighton, Damascus, Darnestown, Gaithersburg, Great Falls, Olney,
Hyattstown, and Liberty Grove as thriving lodges, and he writes regarding the Grangers,
"Conspicuous in the work of intellectual, social, and agricultural organization and
development are the Grangers of the County". (1)

The National Grange of Patrons of Husbandry ( The Grange ) was an alliance of
farmers active nationally and in Maryland and Montgomery County as a social group, an
educational group, and as a political organization. Concerts and dances were held at
the Grange Hall. It was a meeting place for various social functions as well as
providing educational programs and political input within the community. Unique ritual
at meetings helped create a common bond among members of thefraternal organization.
The ritual emphasized the beauty and importance of the home, community, family,
agriculture and citizenship. Women played an active role in many activities.

When Brighton Grange was in its early formation, the area of Brighton had a
population of 150 as compared to Olney - 75, Bethesda - 25, Laytonsville - 100, and
Brooksville - 250. Brighton had several stores and a Post Office. The land was very
productive and sold for ;,20 to P,60 an acre. The area wt:s known for its superior
quality of sweet corn and fruits. (2) Members of this early Grange came from
outlying areas of Tridelphia, Sunshine, Brinklow and Ashton.

Joseph T. Moore, a prominant Quaker from Sandy Spring, was the first Master A
the Olney Grangg, a Grange which lasted for 96 years. He organized Brighton Grange

in 1874, the same ye&r in which he served Ls the first President of the Maryland State
Grange until 1879. He had been a member of the Sandy Spring Farmers' Club which was
organized in 1644 and which still is active in Montgomery County today in 1982. Moore

was a leader in the community and instrumental in the organization of the Olney Grange

in 1873. He was chosen Senator from Montgomery County and served 1881 - 1882.

Both Olney and Brighton Granges had lending libraries for their members and for
community people. The number of books loaned by Brighton is on record at the University

of Maryland. Olney Grange lobbied for Parcel Post for the convenience of the farmers,
and this was accomplished. Records point out that the Olney Grange helped a family
whose barn had burned. THE ANNALS OF SANDY SPRING by William Henry Farquhar record
that "The County Grange held a delightful quarterly meeting at Brighton" in 1881. (3)
It also notes that the Farmers Convention was held in the same year when two hundred
attended, and a new feed called ensilage was exhibited at this time. A new feature wGs

that the meeting began at ten, and ladies came in at twelve bringing a "luxurious dinner

and went like a flash of light". (4) Progress was made in the field of agriculture in
the 1830's in Montgomery County, and the Grangers were eager to spread the information.

The use of lime and sodium nitrate as fertilizer, and the appearance of the first silos

in Yontgomery County occurred at this time. The Brighton Grange Hall was built in 1,336.



In 1890 the First Farmers, Institute in Maryland was held with the co-operation

of the Maryland Agricultural College., -now University of Maryland, and this meeting was
held at Brighton Grange Hall. This was the forerunner of the University of Maryland
Extension Service that we know today. The Farmers Institutes later become a state
supported educational program for farmers. The present Montgomery County 4-H Clubs,
the Homemakers, The Farm Bureau, even the county and community fairs are an outgrowth
of this meeting, and this first Farmers Institute was sponsored jointly by Brighton
Grange and the Maryland Agricultural College Experiment Station.

Brighton Grange Hall is the only remaining Grange Hall in Montgomery County since
the Olney Grange building ( Olney D.G.S. ) was destroyed two years ago. Brighton Grange
Hall was the meeting place which formulated the extension service of today, that is so
active not only in the county but in the state. Some of the Brighton Grange members
were active in the State Grange work. Dr. Augustus Stabler, a Maryland State Lecturer
from 1908 to 1912, was District Agent for the Experiment Station, and he conducted
Farmers Institutes throughout the state. He was also Deputy State Organizer for the
Grange and organized Subordinate Granges. Charles Hartshorne from Brighton Grange was
State.Chaplain for sixteen years and a State Organizer. William E. Brown was Maryland
State Overseer from 1906 - 1909. Mrs. Charles Hartshorne served as State Secretary -frog
1910 - 1916.

In the 19201s the Brighton Grange functioned primarily as a social club providing
dances and entertainment for the community. Community members recall friends from
Aoo4field, Damascus, Lisbon, Glenwood and Tridelphia attending the Brighton functions.
Mary people in the community recall that Brighton Grange had the best baseball team in
Montgomery County.

In 1932 Brighton Grange disbanded, and in 1935 St. Luke's Episcopal Church acquires
it, when it was given to the church. The Grange Hall became the Parish Hall. A kitcher.
restrooms and fire escape were added.

From 1970 - 1981 the rectory was used as a parish hall. The Sandy Spring Theatre
Group has used the Grange Hall for their performances, and once a year the church uses
it for its Candle Festival, a fund raising evint held each October.

The names of Moore, Stabler, Brown, Gartrell, Hartshorne, Thomas, Miller, and
Lansdale are some of the names of people associated with the Brighton Grange. These
names, familiar in the community today, are family names which have been recognized in
Montgomery County and Maryland for many years.

Footnotes:

1. Boyd, Col. T.H.S. HISTORY OF MONTGODJERY COUNTY, MaYLIND. Baltimore, William K.
Boyle, 1880 p. 106

2. Ibid. pages 121, 122, 120, 133, 137
3. farguhar, William Henry ANNALS OF SANDY SPRING. Baltimore, 1884 p. 45
4. Ibid. p. 245



!Historical and Cultural Significance of Brighton Grange Hall

Bibliographical References:

Boyd, Col. T. H. S. H STCRY,QF MONTGONE :COUNTY, WRYLAND. Baltimore, William K.
Boyle 1880

Farquhar, William Henry ANNALS OF SANDY SPRING OR TWENTY YEAP HISTORY OF AA
RURAL C018:01TY IN NARYLAND Baaltimore, Cuus-K ngs & Bailey, 1884, Reprint
o anthog Inc., o onpo , La., 1971

Hiebert, Ray Eldon and MacMaster,.Richard A GRA'T'EFUL REM-al t NCE, THE STORY OF
MONTGO!,MY COUNTY, IVMLAND_ Rockville, Md., Montgomery County Historical Society
1976

Jenkins, Mary and Eben THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS MARYLAND STl,-TE GRANGE 1874 - 1974
Maryland State Grange, 1974

Building Description of Brighton Grange Halls and Historical and Cultural
Significance of Brighton Grange Hall by Janet ffillcox Becker, May, 1982.

V
~

l

%4
h
y V y

N I o

• GZs `sso '7co
~y uaiivM

I~ ~

o ~C O
+i

~ Uf+.
r-4

N wN
OD Li



MMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES ~..
v

CONTINUE ON SEPAMTE SHEET IF NECESSARY

®GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY .

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

, ~` FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

Janet Wilcox Becker May, 1982
ORGANIZATION DATE

STREET B, NUMBER TELEPHONE

CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement.

At
The. Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
,- s~= ̀ '~'•;

The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-143$

'.• .+v • ..  ^Zi` "{t, r is 4 sf :.. RS4YX 
1'-i..i. !

,T,....._..r...-• ---- —+•----s.._:-..+ .. 
r 

r--.•w.. •+.•-.•+~^^•~n•r»..eew•.•J••r..--•...•--...-+rr•~•+r•s..weeTt"'_` ",~.^"+t°r!'y.+̂ s,-v̂  ... _.,.•.~___......... ~ • ..

r  M1~~r~~n►~. :: •zt~,,,'.yclx"i'•',y1t.-. 
,...sa::.rr-__,:~~satc-+S:rF~'fl¢At"stf$: ~`:r=.. .. 

tir.

~fio~of~iR~:4::'.r i.~.. f.:i ~'ee~'r'. 

/ 

ee:•.



1
J4'Ad p, JV 343=

4

M

U3

N moo0

JV _.—.--
,NAwL1Ne9 VIE w

EN
~ W.J.M y s 1 a k alai '

J. F. 9 L.P. WilsonO O
i

1:I TY
N4

6535/694

3.29 Ac:
---- 5402/616

- -

ES T E
z P38
~'" C

20.72 At.
P 105 i 4i ti

01h OILYk59
z 

P 68 4 My
6Ge

,
o O11,16  

P93 /04

\\\ a/`3/N116 N119
4, 3

I &

y/̀0 s t
E.R. 6 P.E. McNinch

z I N 172
5371 /575 I

15.23 Ac. M.S 8 M.M.Borotz

P 220 4114 / 603
s P.200 _.

6.38 Ac. -

- 
O 

- P 248

BRIGHTON FARM n2ez
- -- Triade/phla Reservoir

S+- L4Ke S W. S. S. C.

b AL Vestry of St. Lukas

P333

P313 G

IL.ptgcapam.1 ~~ 860 / 461 _

4N K.3115 
P336

Meg0lnsoh

BROOKEVI e P3 B R G k tO N 662/761
1 O 1.07 Ae. -

.3
LLE 

BRIGHTory 
P370

7. 06 Ac. P 202
ROAD P 389 E.B.Horry at at tc

P. E. P. Co. P360 ---

Plot 10802 3.74 Ac. Pq 
2

4634/214

49
231.76 At. P 440

p 443
5. Ac.

P 457
CARR'S SUB.

D
BRIGHTON

N 485 897/352
1 N 482

P 
q91 e N 495 6.32 Ac.

p5.y0 z DAM P 530 W. S. S. C.

V.E. a C. Hussman 

~

5 851 / 353s

4742 / 725 BRIGHT s ROAD 52. 44 Ac.
4662 / 759

J. E. Paslroa i 3.93 Ac.

5402 /685 30. 72 Ac.
P 605

26.00 Ac.
Z

P 577 P 635 P 632
z

P 
600m

s r N 6221

1 1,1673

HIGHL NOSR. L. 9. R. C. McKeever
2. 65 At. 3247 / 473

i PA TUX T
1

9~yG
I

P 691 P 688 P727
20.98 At. 11P J. C. 9 N.Y Fisher

-

i5805 /3 8 5 10.38 Ac.
P 717

I FARM'P 735
P769 1

I I
1 N 782

R. G. 8 N. L. Johnsen 3.04 Ac.
M. G. Han at at

\SRGHTON
i ------

4.420 /339 P 828 7771 / 7132
1 'a
1 m I 

' p 
l__P 833

--------~ 9.68 At. 22.73 Ac.

`\ P821 P 840 O " P 901 P 900 t _

i

'~HOMESTONE Qa

N913
(,z ~ /( Girl Scouts of D. C.

N928
'B IG H T N NK OL L S z1

1

E$T TE$

_

r 

9grc 

T

y

E I s 5 9. 50 Ac.

s ON
oP~ ESTATES

FA/RF/EL D 1 N98 ~A 13 I
xI D

KNOLLS 1

J3
JU 342 J. 4

ROADS AND STREAMS ARE CONTROLLED FROM PLANIMETRIC MAPS COMPILED BY
. M.Nc.Pa P.C. AND U.SOS.; COORDINATES SHOWN ARE BASED ON W.S.S.C. COORDINATE
SYSTEM. PROPERTY LINES ARE COMPILED BY THIS OFFICE FROM DEED

LEGEND

_j ~•~•~•~ ELECTION DISTRICT BOUNDARY
eeeealaaa~A CORPORATE BOUNDARY

COPYRIGHT BY STATE DEPARTMENT

OF ASSESSMENTS d TAXATION , _
~

DIST. CURRENT TO
I`' 2001 I'g 17 -1 

-as]SCALE

DESCRIPTIONS AND ARE NOT TO BE INTERPRETED AS ACTUAL FIELD SURVEYS.
USERS NOTING ERRORS ARE URGED TO NOTIFY THE DRAFTING SECTION,
DIVISION OF ASSESSMENTS , RM 400, 51 MONROE ST., ROCKVILLE . MARYLAND

PARCEL NO- IS USED FOR OWNERSHIP
P-768

IDENTIFICATION AND MUST BE

OR PRECEDED BY GRID REFERENCE READING
N-758 cIRC_T BY t tl7 _yD i..

OFFICE OF SUPERVISOR OF ASSESSMENTS

~ OGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND
—7

a
Z

-- - -----'~
200 O 200 400 600 N

J U 343 
S.S.C. 228 NW I

ocation SR'GHTON

N Uz 000



SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT FACTS REGPRDING ST. LUKEtS PARISH HALL (BRIGHTON GRANGE
HALL)

I. Historical and cultural significance

- Only Grange Hall remaining in T, ontgo- ery County

- Grande lasted for 63 years ( Brighton Grane )

- members of Brighton Grange - ancestors of people living in the community today

- Grange ;provided social, political and educational needs

- Provided a lending library for the community

- Civic organization as well as a fraternal one

- Held meeting which brought about todayts Univ. of Md. Extension Program in state

II. ArchitacijA42J significance

- Many original features of 1886

- hardware
-woodwork
-much original glass
- original siding under asbestos shingles

Barrel-vaulted ceiling of the meeting Hall

- Tongue-and-groove narrow boards on walls and ceiling on both floors

-S, ' cal and well-proportioned building



Building Description of St. Luke's Parish Hall (Brighton Grange Hall)

St. Luke's Parish Hall, built in 1886 as a Grange Hall, is located on the corner
of Brighton Dam Road and New Hampshire Avenue. The hall faces south and was built on
theoriginal site of the "ChG.pel of Ease" ( 1761 ). This structure is significant
arch =l.ly as well as historically and is the only Grange Hall remaining in
Montgomery County.

The Grange Hall is a two-story, rectangular, wooden structure with the original
wood siding. Some time after 1935 the'hall was covered with asbestos shingles which
greatly diminishes it aesthetically, but it does have a standing-seam tin roof in good
condition. On the two long sides of the first floor¢ are four: double-hung windows
with much original glass. This window pattern is repeated on the second floor. On
the -second floor level at the south gable end are 2 two-aver-two windows surmounted
byAn eight light. circular window near the peak of the roof. The north gable end

follows the same fenestration pattern.

An addition in the thirties of an enclosed storm porch greatly detracts from the
overall appearance; however, the original double front doors and hardware are behind
this and are surmounted by a three light transom.

The interior of the Grange Hall is sheathed with the original toNue and groove,
narrow boards on the side walls and ceiling on both levels. This is ..Intact. The
floors are oak, random width, narrow .boards. it'll woodwork is simple Victorian. A
stage projects from the north end of the first floor, and to the right of the stage,
an enclosed stairway with shallow risers ascends to an ante-room on tie second floor.
This leads into the Grange Hall meeting room which has a barrel-vaulf ceiling. The
second floor also contains a small office used by the Grangers. This room is located

in the back, northeast side of the hall.

The length of the hall is approximately 45 1 by 25 1 wide. The ceiling height

on the main floor is about twelve feet.

In 1935 the Grange Hall became St. Luke's Parish Hall, and the church added a
kitchen, two restrooms, and an outdoor, wooden fire escape. Archited6AIlly inappropriate;

these additions detract from the appearance of the building. The kitchen wing has
evidence Of termite damage; however, the original Grange Hall structure appears solid
and in excellent condition, although unattractive with the additions in the.thirties
and with the attempts at modernization. The 1886 Grange Hall is still in place
underneath the changes. The well-Proportioned architecture exists and could be
revealed by the removal of the additions.-

,J) 



Historical and Cultural Significance of Brighton Grange Hall

Brighton Hall or St. Lukets Parish Hall was built as the Brighton Grange Hall,
No, 60. Brighton Grange was one of the twelve early Granges formed in 1873 and 1874
in Ylontgomery County. This Grange was formed April 2, 1874 under the organization
of Joseph T. Moore of Sandy Spring. It lasted for 63 years, the third longest Grange
to exist in Montgomery County ( neighboring Granges of Olney and Liberty Grove existigg
longer ). Col. T. H. S. Boyd in his HISTORY OF MIONTGOIERY COUNTY_ , 1879, lists Bethes&
Barnesville, Brighton, Damascus, Darnestown, Gaithersb;Nrg, Great Falls, Olney,
Hyattstown, and Liberty Grove as thriving lodges, and he writes regarding the Grangers,
"Conspicuous in the work of intellectual, social, and agricultural organization and
development are the Grangers of the County". (1)

The National Grange of Patrons of Husbandry ( The Grange ) was an alliance of
farmers active nationally and in Maryland and Montgomery County as a social group, an
educational group, and as a political organization. Concerts and dances were held at
the Grange Hall. It was a meeting place for various social functions as well as
providing educational programs and political input within the community. Unique ritual
at meetings helped create a common bond among members of tle.fraternal organization.
The ritual emphasized the beauty and importance of the home, community, family,
agriculture and citizenship. Women played an active role in many activities.

When Brighton Grange was in its early formation, the area of Brighton had a
population of 150 as compared to Olney - 75, Bethesda - 25, Laytonsville - 100, and
Brookeville - 250. Brighton had several stores and a Post Office. The land was very
productive and sold for $20 to ")60 an acre. The area was known for its superior
quality of sweet corn and fruits. (2) Members of this early Grange came from
outlying areas of Tridelphia, Sunshine, Brinklow and Ashton.

Joseph T. Moore., a prominant ouaker from Sandy Spring, was the first Master of
the Olney Grange, a Grange which lasted for 96 years. He organized Brighton Grange
in 1874, the same year in which he served as the first President of the Maryland State
Grange until 1879. He had been a member of the Sandy Spring Farmers' Club which was
organized in 1844 and which still is active in Montgomery County today in 1982. Moore
was a leader in the .community and instrumental in the organization of the Olney Grange
in 1873. He was chosen Senator from Montgomery County and served 1881 - 1882.

Both Olney and Brighton Granges had lending libraries for their members and for
community people. The number of books loaned by Brighton is on record at the University
of Maryland. Olney Grange lobbied for Parcel Post for the convenience of the farmers,
and this was accomplished. Records point out that the Olney Grange helped a family
whose barn had burned. THE ANNALS OF SANDY SPRING by William Henry Farquhar record
that "The County Grange held a delightful quarterly meeting at Brighton" in 1881. (3)
It also notes that the Farmers Convention was held in the same year when two hundred
attended, and a new feed called ensilage was exhibited at this time. A new feature was
that the meeting began at ten, and ladies came in at twelve bringing a "luxurious dinner
and went like a flash of light". (4) Progress was made in the field of agriculture in
the 1880ts in 'Montgomery County, and the Grangers were eager to spread the information.
The use of lime and sodium nitrate as fertilizer, and the appearance of the first silos
in Montgomery County occurred at this time. The Brighton Grange Hall was built in 1886.



In 1890 the First Farmers' Institute in Maryland was held with the co-operation
of the Maryland Agricultural College, now University of Maryland, and this meeting was
held at Brighton Grange Hall. This was the forerunner of the University of Maryland
Extension Service that we know today. The Farmers Institutes later became a state
supported educational program for farmers. The present Montgomery County 4-H Clubs,
the Homemakers, The Farm Bureau, even the county and community fairs are an outgrowth
of this meeting, and this first Farmers Institute was sponsored jointly by Brighton
Grange and the Maryland Agricultural College Experiment Station.

Brighton Grange Hall is the only remaining Grange Hall in Montgomery County since
the Olney Grange building ( Olney D.G.S. ) was destroyed two years ago. Brighton Grange
Hall was the meeting place which formulated the extension service of today that is so
active not only in the county but in the state. Some of the Brighton Grange members
were active in the State Grange work. Dr. Augustus Stabler, a Maryland State Lecturer
from 1908 to 1912, was District Agent for the Experiment Station, and he conducted
Farmers Institutes throughout the state. He was also Deputy State Organizer for the
Grange and organized Subordinate Granges. Charles Hartshorne from Brighton Grange was
State Chaplain for sixteen years and a State Organizer. William E. Brown was Maryland
State Overseer from 1906 - 1909. Mrs. Charles Hartshorne served as State Secretary from
1910 - 1916.

In the 19201s the Brighton Grange functioned primarily as a social club providing
dances and entertainment for the community. Community members recall friends from
WociVield, Damascus, Lisbon, Glenwood and Tridelphia attending the Brighton functions.

Many people in the community recall that Brighton Grange had the best baseball team in
Montgomery County.

In 1932 Brighton Grange disbanded, and in 1935 St. Luke's Episcopal Church acquired
it, when it was given to the church. The Grange Hall became the Parish Hall. A kitchen,
restrooms and fire escape were added.

From 1970 - 1981 the rectory was used as a parish hall. The Sandy Spring Theatre
Group has used the Grange Hall for their performances, and once a year the church uses
it for its Candle Festival, a fund raising evint held each October.

The names of 1loore, Stabler, Brown, Gartrell, Hartshorne, Thomas, Miller, and
Lansdale are some of the names of people accociated with the Brighton Grange. These
names, familiar in the community today, are family names which have been recognized in
Montgomery County and Maryland for many years.

Footnotes:

1. Boyd, Col. T.H.S. HISTORY OF MONTGOPNRY COUNTY, MARYLPND. Baltimore, William K.
Boyle, 1880 p. 106

2. Ibid. pages 121, 122, 120, 133, 137
3. Farguhar, William Henry ANNALS OF SANDY SPRING. Baltimore, 1884 P. 45
4. Ibid. p. 245
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The 1OWly foi hied Montgomery County 1 on th foe uiulation, chaired by Caithersbnrg Richard Allan, president of the

11'otnt(Itttiinl for Working Families will use ''attorney James $avlU, Brookeville Town Commission, said
the 111M grant to build the center, tvhlch it , "It chine to our attentio►) a foundat.ioii the town will consider' providing a
will (foliate to counf~~ government, , would be it helpful allot useful sway for private site for the old structure. "We saidThe school system will lease the Iand•to Inciastt;v and bushlesg to became Involved", that conditionally we would be open
the county, which also is respoll4ibie for hlr- .fltivltz stl L 

to the possibility," Mr. Allarl said.Mg a private cotiipatw to rill I.lte, center.
Channeling the Irmlit through the founda-

tion avoids the-red tape a corltoratidu oll-
Counter:s whet( iitakitig 11 dotlation,to it gov-
erninrntalgencY, organizers said. • ,

Cltildreii of IBM employeeK are•guaran-
teed tU get almost half the spaces, according
to Coilditloilg III the 111'ant. ,

iilm estimates 1,000 employdes live in file
area served by the school. IBM officials salt[

1 t-hey do hot know how tn111W employees will
use the center.

Ttie grant wars one ()f mile all rto (it iced yes-

.

ate child-care

Given the town's long interest in
preserving the history and character
of the region, we know the idea will
be given full and fair consideration,
and we are hopeful about the hall's
fate.

Commissioner Clyde Unglesbee
said the town still has a number of
concerns, and certainly those con-
cerns need to be addressed. They
include where to put the hall, how it
would be used and what condition it
currently is in. 'rile last is of particu-
lar interest.

the flat[ can try to find a new site.

The grounds of the Qlney Theatre
has been mentioned as one such
place where the building could rest,
but it might fit better in Brookeville,
where many of the structures are
historic.

The grange hall is 116 years old,
and it harkens us back to a time
when this area was much more a
region of farming. The grange was
an important social, and later politi-
cal, institution in agricultural areas.
No doubt the old Building could tell

many stories about the way north-
eastern Montgomery County has
changed over the last 11 decades.
Just by standing, old buildings such
as this can bring back a little of the
past.
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Brighton Grange may have a -new home
St. Luke'sagrees toe-) for landmark
oL-/VS7Y lc f-/ ,-,
b/ 6<-10kZ&T77G-
Staff writer G I z Q 1

St. Luke's Episcopal Church
has agreed to a proposal to save
the historic. Brighton Grange
Hall on Brighton Dam Road if it is
moved off their property. A new
home may have been found.
Gwen Marcus, a preservation

planner with the Maryland-Na-
tional Capital Park and Planning
Commission, said Rob McKe-
ever, who lives on New Hamp-
shire Avenue across from the
church, has agreed to provide a
site for the grange. Montgomery
Preservation Inc., a nonprofit
preservation group, will reno-
vate and operate the building.
The church's Artie Carr, said

the church had accepted the pro-
posal. "It should get rid of the
hall for us so we can go on with
our life," he said, "and it pre-
serves the hall in the Brighton
area. " The church building and
the grange are next to each oth-
er on Brighton Dam Road.
He added that the church had

put aside money for the grange
demolition. But now that money,
after expenses associated with
the grange have been deducted,
will be given to Montgomery
Preservation Inc. He declined to
say how much money is
involved.
MPI operates the architectural

salvage depot in Rockville called
Old House Parts. The group also
presents yearly preservation

awards. Executive director Ei-
leen McGuckian said her group
has already facilitated the move
of another histooric building. .
Marcus said she has already

gotten three bids to move the
grange. The lowest bid plus utili-
ty costs to move wires totals
about $35,000, she said. She
said there are promising sources
for money to fund the move.
The Brighton hall was one of

12 granges founded in 1873 and
1874 and is the only one left
standing in the county. The
Brighton grange was part of the
National Grange of the Patrons
of Husbandry.
The grange was a place for

educational programs and social
functions as well as a center for
developing legislation to help
farmers. One of the many impor-
tant meetings at Brighton grange

resulted-in the eventual estab-
lishment of the University of
Maryland's Extension Service.
For the last eight years, the.

church has wanted to get rid of
its acquisition. There were earli-
er efforts to relocate the budding
but no site could be found.
Last fall the church again re-

ceived a demolition permit but
agreed to wait while Marcus,
McGuckian and others found a
solution to the problem.
Marcus said two proposals

were presented to the church
vestry—the removal of the build-
ing to property across the street
and renovation of the budding by
MPI on the current site.
Marcus said the grange will be

moved from its current location
in the northwest quadrant of the
Brighton Dam Road/New Hamp-
shire Avenue intersection to the
northeast quadrant of the
intersection.

Leaders discuss lobbying group
Look to counter Baltimore's influence in the state
bvN4--G6LkEZ.i11-

by Joseph C. Imo cluded County Executive Neal Potter,
Staff Writer former County Executive Sidney Kramer,

Prince George's County Executive Parris
Montgomery County will soon have Glendening, Suburban Maryland High

more clout in Annapolis if a coalition being Technology Council President Walt P10-
organized by Sen. Laurence Levitan is sila, Giant Food Inc. Public Affairs Vice
successful in its efforts. President Barry F. Scher, representa-
A group of 30 political, business and tives from the University of Maryland and

educational leaders from Suburban Mary- legislators from Montgomery and Prince
land met in Levitan's Annapolis office last George's counties.
week and agreed to look at forming .a According to Levitan, they agreed that
lobbying group to counter the Baltimore a regional lobbying group could promote
area's strong influence in the state the interests of the Suburban Maryland
legislature.

"There has always been a pull by the
Greater Baltimore Committee, in my
opinion, to pull things away from our re-
gion," Levitan told The Gazette.

He said although funding has not yet
been arranged, he would like to see the
regional group assembled "by late-spring
or early-summer."

Participants in last week's meeting in-

region on a variety of issues, including
transportation and education.

"We can't sit back any longer and not
protect our region," he said, pointing to
proposals to move the University of Mar-
yland's administration from College Park
in Prince George's County to Baltimore.

"Basically, we're trying to bring Mont-
gomery and Prince George's together as
a force."



Brookeville Town
In addition commisioners have

also purchased two speed limit

Commission weighs
signs and a "Watch for Chil-
dren" side offor the 

`showedMarketsrS eel Allan

Grange Hall Slte residents a draft of a sign that

Ot.NE Co u 
~~

warns drivers of accidents on
Georgia Avenue in town. "Weby Heaton Bonow

by ealanter Z are considering that and we
Sta

{1 would expect the state to coop-
if he

Brookeville town commissioners will
erate we go ahead," said.
The State Highwayconsider providing a site in town for the

nage, 
main-Lion is in charge of signage, main-Brighton Grange Hall, which is on bor- to and improvements on

rored time at its present location on Georgia Avenue because it is aGeorgia
Brighton Dam Road. state road.

We said that conditionally we would
be open to the possibility," Rick Allan, "The only way we can finally
president of the Brookeville Town Com- get relief is to press for a by-
mission, told residents at last week's bi- pass," said Unglesbee. The
annual town meeting. commissioners have been lobby-

Commissioner Clyde Unglesbee added ing the state for several years for
that a number of concerns would have to a Georgia Avenue bypass.
be addressed such as: where to put the As a result of their efforts,
hall, how it would be used and what condi-

"We
state highway planners did a pre-

tion it's in. have not committed to prelimininary study of routes for
anything," he said. a future bypass. That study has

St. Lukes's Episcopal Church, which not yet been released. There is
owns the hall, has already received a no state funding available to con-
demolition permit, but has agreed to hold

(Please see NALL, A-32) struct the bypass. Once county

(Continued from page A-1)
officials and the county delega-
lion to the general assembly

oH until preservationists and oth- name the bypass as the top road
i

ers in the county can find a way they want constructed in the
to save the building. c ounty, then the state highway
The Olney Theatre campus is planners will consider it for

another site that has been men- funding.
tioned for the grange hall Joel (Chasnoff, Democratic
In other business Allan said delegate from Dist. 14a) has

the commissioners met twice committed himself to get an up-
this fall with state highway oft- date from the State Highway Ad-
cials about traffic problems in ministration, and he will tell us
Brookeville. "State highway has where we are," said Unglesbee.
promised signage and agreed to
consider flashing yellow lights at
the end of town in front of the
Yinger property," said Allan.

Page A-32 The Olney Courier-Gazette Dec. 5, 1990

Photo by Joe Crocelt,l
When a historic building's future is in doubt, Jack Boucher comes on the scene with his 5-by-7 camera.Boucher, supervising documentation photographer with the American Buildings Survey of the federalDepartment of the Interior, was called to photograph the 116-year-old Brighton Grange Hall last week. Nomatter what its eventual fate, the grange as it looked Nov. 26 is now part of the official federal record.

"I don't think we've lost ground

but we need to get it back on the

front burner."

Allan announced that the His-
toric Preservation Commission

has awarded the town a $3,000
grant to complete its master

plan. tie said the next step will \

be for the newly appointed plan-

ning commission to review the
master plan draft and set up pub-

lic hearings on the document.



NeighborsqWSSC ual*ty
protest road

not Uu issue
if 2—)S"1

From: Richard G. flocevar
WSSC General LLETTERS TOManagerF f a 

ssITORI'm writing in response to a
recent letter by Jurgen Von
Bredow of the Anti-Northem
Alignment Coalition. Mr. Von water in any significant degree.
Bredow's letter, "Water supply Route 29, a "super high-
may fall victim to ICC." (Free- way," crosses the reservoir. ~ci
Press. Oct. 24) contains some does not degrade the WSSC's
serious inaccuracies and, un- water quality. If this were se.
fortunately. an aspersion on the the fish that abound in the reser-
water quality of the Patuxent voir. and which are clo,ely
Watershed reservoirs of the monitored, would be exhib-ting
Washington Suburban Sanitary observable harmful reactions.
Commission (WSSC). The WSSC's fisheries manaee-

First of all, the WSSC is in ment program is among the hest
the water and wastewater busi- in the state, with a variet\ of
ness. We are not involved in the
planning or construction of
highways and interstates —
although such projects often in-
volve the realignment of some
of our water and sewer mains.
Naturally, we would be vitally
concerned about any road con-
struction that adversely affected
the quality of the water in our
reservoirs.
Mr. Von Bredow asserts that

the highway and its traffic "will
degrade the quality of the water
that is already poor.-' The quali-
tN of the water in the reservoirs
and the finished water after the
filtration process. far from
heim_ poor, meets or exceeds all
standards of the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency.
the Maryland Department of the
Environment, and other regu-
latory at.,enctes. In other words.
the quality of the Hater supplied
h~ the WSSC is c\ecllent by
am measurable criteria.

After contending that passing
trucks and auto. "ill pollute
trihutaries and streams. his let-
ter goes on to say. " Rcccnt
test. indicated that the "atcr is
of unacceptable quality.
althoush safe to drink." It is
precisely this type of misleading
and inaccurate information that
often panics the public into
haying needless concerns about
the quality of its drinking water.
Extensive research shows that
existing highways in the vicinity
of the WSSC reservoirs are not
contributing pollutants to the

species to the reservoirs. aii
growing to be good. healthy
sizes, with no fish kills.
The Patuxent Reservoirs hold

more than 13 billion gallons of
water. The Patuxent Filtration
Plant treats an average of 30 to
40 million gallons per day.
Thus, it would take an in-
credibly large amount of road-
way pollutants to cause us con-
cern to the point where we
would have to make adjust-
ments in the chemical treatment
process.

Finally, Mr. Von Bredow
concludes his letter with the
statement, "The citizens of
Prince George's and Montgom-
ery counties have cause to
worry about WSSC and our
i-,ovemment officials threatening
the quality of your drinking
water with a super highway in
the wring place." Again. we
remind him that we are in the
water and wastewater business.
not ntadbuilding. We would
also like to note. just for the
sake of accuracs . that most resi-
dents of Monteomery Count%
obtain their water from the
Potomac River.

In an ayeraue month. the
WSSC plays host to score• of
international scientists and en,i-
neers who travel great distances
to study our utility. its state-of-
the-art management methods.
and its a"ard-winnim_ en-
vironmental practices. Despite
Mr. Von Bredow's alleuations.
the facts speak for themselves.

realignment
Gold Mine Road may
beazardous in i e
by Heolon Barrow(
Staff writer

Dick Vecchiarelli and Bob
Windlan, two residents of Gold
Mine Road east of Georgia Ave-
nue, are unhappy about a re-
alignment of their road.
Because of a county require-

ment, the Halle Corp., builder of
a nearby housing development,
is straightening the road.

Vecchiarelb has been sparring
with county planning and Depart-
ment of Transportation officials
for years over how the road
would be straightened.
Last week, he wrote a letter to

Robert McGarry, outgoing di-
rector of the county's Depart-
ment of Transportation, asking
why the straightened section of
Gold Mine Road is so high and
why it crosses his property be.
He is also concerned about the
stormwater runoff that will accu-
mulate in his driveway. He also
said another section of the road
in front of a historic gold mine on
his property would eventually
need to be moved, making the
realigned road obsolete.
Jim Taylor, of the county's

Department of Transportation,
said he has been working with
Vecchiarelli on his concerns.
"There have been many meet-
ings to satisfy him," he said,
"and we can't give him any more
than what would be standard for
anyone else."
Last week, Taylor said he had

not yet seen the letter written by
Vecchiarelh but he would re-
spond to the specific questions
when he got the letter.
Windlan said he, like Vecchiar-

elli, is concerned about the grade
of the road, which rises to the
west of Vecchiarelli's property.
Both men fear that cars and per-
haps school buses will slide off
the road during icy weather.

11

The men say that traffic on the
road has increased. In addition tr
increased development, drivers
are using Gold Mine Road as z
cut-through to Columbia.
Windlan added that he also did

not give permission for construc-
tion work but one day fount
workers at the end of his drive-
way. "I didn't know anything
was going to happen until they
started," he said.
John Henise of the Halle Corp.

said the road-straightening plans
have been approved by the
county.

Vecchiarelli said most of the
road straightening has been done
but he still wants answers to hip
questions and a solution for the
drainage problem. He said he re-
moved 700 pounds of dirt from
his driveway on Saturday after
runoff from a recent heavy rain.
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in Brenneman, an Olney resident and former president of was one of four new members of the Montgomery County
Belmont Elementary School Parent-Teacher Association, School Board to be sworn in Monday night.

)chool board swears in four new members
_laugural marked by speeches of appreciation
Delydre Cryor
" Writer

.our new members of the Board of
ucation were sworn in Monday night,
largest number of new members to
e office at once since 1982.
;her the ceremony, the new mem-
-s gave speeches of appreciation
:le retiring members gave farewell
Marks.
arol Fanconi thanked her 10th-grade
:h teacher for always believing in

Ana Sol Gutierrez thanked her

Inside
Ay A-10
Jnly Council assigns committee seats

A-36
,uman says state and county goals mesh

~atlon A-37

ens join senior citizens in writing

urea B-1
oat teachers lack stale certification

"amigos, amigas y mi familia"; Fran
Brenneman thanked her husband for
taking care of their family during the
campaign and Alan Cheung thanked his
many campaign volunteers, asking them
all to stand at the ceremony.
But new board members weren't the

only ones showing appreciation. Board
member Blair Ewing took the opportu-
nity at the swearing-in ceremony, which
also marked the em, r four members
from the board, to thank the three retir-
ing members who have served since
1982.

.''Planners: =:
def0-".Br001`
Manor :plan
Board seeks more inpi
on park-and-ride. lot.,:..,:
by Healan Borrow'*'
Stan Writer

A park-and-ride lot has been prop,
.for a future 177-house developmen
the Brooke Manor Country Club prop

-.,on Georgia Avenue: That proposal
duced disagreement at last Thtnsd
planning board • meeting but bec:
transportation officials had not given t

'findings on other proposed road imps n
ments, .the board unanimously defe
making a decision on the application

Crowell and Baker Co.,.which is df
oping the Brooke Manor property, nr
ed to fulfill a county requirement that
houses they build will not add to the tr
on the,sunounding roads~pe~propc

'p
ickirld-ride -loVilulfilled that obGg,
but not a second requirement on inter
tion improvements.. The develc
agreed to make improvements at Gec
Avenue and Emory Lane, but the F
ring staff did not have time to fully rev
the proposed improvements.
"The problem is even though we h

had a cursory review of the proposal,
have not had time to get a response f
the State Highway Administration and
(county's) Department of Transpo
tion," said Malcolm Shaneman, staff p

(Please see BROOKE, A-35)

-Brookeville' Town
Commission weigh
Grange Hall site
by Heaton Barrow
Stott Writer

Brookeville town commissioners v
consider providing a site in town for t
Brighton Grange Hall, which is on br

•,,,• rored time at its present.locadon

Tree lighting set. at .Georgia; Rte..108 ` ~`;Bn"We said thatoconditionally we wor

The fourth annual Christmas Tree
Lighting will be held next Sunday at 7
p.m. at the northeast corner of the Geor-
gia Avenue/Route 108 intersection.

The event is sponsored by the Greater

"In 1982, when they were elected,
the county was at a turning point," he
said, referring to a time when many in
the community criticized the Board of
Education as racist.
"The board had polarized the commu-

nity ... Those four members came on
the board and made significant contribu-
tions. This needs to be remembered—
the community needs to be forever
grateful to Robert Shoenberg, Marilyn
Praisner and James Cronin for that." ,
The audience interrupted Ewing with
applause.
In 1982, Shoenberg, Praisner, Cronin

(Please see BOARD, A-22) , R.

Olney Civic Association and is open to.the 
be open to the possibility, Rick Ally:

public. ,~,.;;, president of the Brookeville Town Cot

Refreshments will be served followin 
~''~ssion, told residents at last week's '

g ­--'annual town meeting.
the lighting at Jerry's Sub Shop at about­,,,,-_ Commissioner Clyde Unglesbee add,
7:30 p.m. re-aiq+;"t'that a number of concerns would have

~''~~ be addressed such as: where to put tjGOCA to hold annual dinner meeting3~1~ - ihall, how it would be used and what con
-Y don it's in. We have not committed

ervations are needed by Friday. Call He-.ti;oranything " he said..:
lene Rosenheim at 774-6774 or Susan St. Lukes's Episcopal Church, whi
Cobb at 570-0578.­;.:` .~- ;~- -*r'os the hall, has already received

The regular business meeting will be- demolition permit, but has atrreed to ht

The Greater Olney Civic Association
will have a dinner meeting next Tuesday
at 6:30 p.m. at Longwood Rcreation Cen-
ter on Georgia Avenue in Brookeville.
Tha ­f,, xio ... „ ­4 —
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theater group unable to save home' in the Grangeg p
by Deidre Nerreau

Performances by the Saridy.
Spring Theatre Group at the his-
toric Grange Hall in Brighton are.
now a thing of the past.
The group's attempt to save the

hall and gain a permanent perfor-
mance space has failed because of
.opposition from neighboring
residents.
The group had proposed that the

100-year-old -Grahge Hall be
moved from the property of St:
Luke's Episcopal Church on Brigh-
ton Dam Road to two acres of
property owned by Potomac Elec-
tric Power Co. across the street.
- The power company owns about
200 acres in Brighton and has a
major substation located there.
But Nancy Moses, manager of

media relations for the power com-
pany, said Pepco administrators no
longer will consider the proposal
because of "citizen opposition. "
Moses said Pepco had been will-

ing to work with the community on
the project.

But, she said, when the Mont-

gomery County Council received a
"signed document" from property
owners saying "they do not ap-
prove; they would fight  it and any
zoning changes on the property,"
Pepco withdrew its offer to
participate.
"We cannot participate when all

the residents oppose it, " she said.
Joan Treadway, president of the

Sandy Spring Theatre Group, said
four years of work have gone -to-
tally out the window."

Since the building cannot be
moved and church members. no
longer will allow the group to use it
on their property,- the theater'
group has been left high and dry
without a place to perform.
"There comes to some of us a

feeling of relief, she said. "The
financial burden of maintaining the
hall would have been a strain, the
emotional ups and downs of dealing
with the 'organizations involved
have worn us down and the time
and energy spent has at times di-
verted us from our primary pur-
pose of theater."

Tree blighted by
home away from

But, she said, the group is again
without a place to perform and will
have to start from scratch looking
for one.
The group's spring production,

"You Can't Take It With You,"
will be performed at the Olney
Boys and .Girls Club gymnasium
next to Sherwood High School.
The club is letting the theater

group use the gym for rehearsals
and three weekends of perfor-
mances for $250.
But Treadway was quick to say,

"This is a one-time shot." The
group cannot use the gym on a
regular basis, she said_
To use the Ertzman Theater or

any of the other high school the-
aters in the area generally costs
about $3,000 for rehearsal and per-
formance time, she said. Most of
these fees are for janitorial set
vices, she said.

"Paint Branch wanted $2,000 up
front," she said. "We don't have
that kind of money."

And so the theater group does
not have a home and the fate of the

funding cuts
page readout from a government
computer which in several places
-a out the statement: "to small to

Grange Hall still hangs in the
balance. .
The vestry of St. Luke's Church

wants to tear the building down and
build a new church hall.

Morton Baratz, a member of the
vestry, said the church had applied
for a demolition permit for the
building in June 1982.
But at that time, the county's

Historic Preservation Commission
intervened, saying the building has
historic value and should not be
destroyed.

Baratz said although the historic
commission and the Montgomery
County Planning Board have rec-
ommended that the building be
placed on the county's historic
master plan, the county council has

not acted on the issue one way or
the other.

Baratz said the county counci
probably was waiting for the out.
come of the Pepco proposal before
making a decision.
But in the meantime, the church

cannot proceed with its plans.

"We're stuck—we can't pull it
down," he said. "And we don'
want to put money into. rehabilitat
ing it, since it has no value to us &
a parish hall. "

But it does have value historical
ly, said Bobbi Hahn, executive di
rector of the Historic Preservatioi
Commission, and she'll continue tc
recommend to the county counci
that the building be preserved.
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A Short History of

ST. LUKE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

BRIGHTON, MD.

by

Deborah Iddings Willson

and

Elizabeth Iddings Cook



This year we celebrate the 100th anniversary of St.

Luke's Church,which was-built_here_in_18Z0. As a religious

"community", however, our history goes back more than a century

before that, when some seventy members of the Church of England

drew up and signed the following document in May 1761:

To His Excellency Horatio Sharpe Esq. Governor and

Commander-in-Chief, in and over the Province of Maryland,

and to the Honorables; the Upper and Lower Houses of

Assembly, at this time convened.

The petition of the Vestry and inhabitants of Prince

George Parishl in Frederick and Prince George Counties

humbly sheweth,- That the parishioners residing in and

upon the neighborhood of a Branch of Patuxent, commonly

called Rawlings River, are in the greatest want of a

Chapel of Ease.

This Petition therefore most humbly prayeth that His

Excellency and the Honorables, the Upper and Lower Houses

of Assembly would be graciously pleased to act to empower

Commissioners of Frederick and Prince George Counties to

levy upon the taxable inhabitants of Prince George Parish

such sum of money as to the
i
ir Honors it may appear suf-

ficient for erecting a new Chapel to be located upon or

near the Branch of Patuxent commonly called Rawlings

1



River, and to His Excellency and their Honors, pe-

titioners as in duty bound shall ever pray.

Signed by order of the Vestry, May 1761 pr Simon

Nichols Regr.2

The petit_ ion was_granted_and_the Chapel_of_Ease was

built in 1761 where-.our-present-parish- hall stands,-now the

northwest corner of Brookeville-Brighton_Dam_Road and_Route

650, New Hampshire Avenue-Extended, Brighton, Mary_lana. The

chapel was destroyed a few years later by a severe storm and

it was "deemed inexpedient" to rebuild on the same spot. That

this chapel was the ancestor of our present church is apparent

from the list of.the original petitioners, from whom many of

the founding members of St..Luke's Church were directly de-

scended.

Not until 1812 was a new church built some miles from

the site of the original chapel, on the Hawlings River on land

purchased for $25 from Margaret Brooke. (The location was

approximately where the Unity - Laytonsville Road, Highway 420,

now crosses the Hawlings River, or about six miles northwest

of St. Luke's present site.) It was consecrated by Bishop

James Kemp, the second Bishop of Maryland, as St. Bartholomew's

Church (commonly called the "Hawlings River Church") and for-

mally admitted to the Diocese of Maryland as a separate con-

gregation. At a meeting of a number of parishioners of St.

N

Bartholomew's Parish a vestry for the said Parish was elected

on Easter Monday, 1812.

The new church was ministered to by the rector of

Christ Church in Rockville, and naturally, because of the dis-

tance and his other duties, services were not very regular.

In those days transportation was slow (by horseback or horse-

drawn vehicles) and the geographical size of St. Bartholomew's

Parish was too great for one church to serve the whole member-

ship. By 1842 the Episcopalians living around Mechanicsville,

(now Olney) found regular attendance at either St. Bartholomew's

or Christ Church practically impossible. Consequently in 1842

a chapel was founded at Olney as St. John's Church, and the

Rev. Orlando Hutton was elected in 1844 as the first Rector of

St. Bartholomew's Parish to hold services in St. John's and St.

Bartholomew's Churches. A house was purchased at Brookeville,

about halfway between the two churches, for a rectory and Mr.

Hutton served as rector of both until 1861.

The register of St. Luke's Church contains an account

of its establishment in 1870, written by the.fifth Rector of

St. Bartholomew's Parish, the Rev. Thomas Duncan. .It may be

interesting to note here that the founding of a third church

in this one parish created a rather unusual organizational .

situation. Ordinarily, a congregation and parish are co-

extensive; but St. Bartholomew's Parish includes three separate
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congregations, each with its own vestry and financial inde-

pendence. Moreover, this is still true now that each church

has its own rector. Following is the Rev. Thomas Duncan's

sketch of the beginning of St. Luke's Church:

"In July 1868 I received a communication from Mr

Heckrotte, through A.B. Davis, asking if I could not hold a

service in Howard County, near or at., Friendship Meeting house,

as there were various members of the church near that point who

desired the services of the Episcopal Church.

"I accordingly made arrangements to hold the service

and gave notice that I would preach. at the Friendship Church

(permission having been given by those in authority), on August

30th, 1868.

"Services were held there until the close of November,

when owing to. the dilapidated condition of the building, which

could not be heated, they were suspended.

"In the following April (1869) an invitation was kindly

given by the Orthodox Friends to occupy their place of worship,

was accepted and services were held for several Sundays.

"Neither of these points proving to be central and ac-

cessible to those who wished to attend the services, the

appointment was changed to Crowtown,. about half a mile from

Brighton. Here large congregations assembled under the oaks

in the open air.

4

"In October the cold forbade outdoor services, but the

Sunday School was organized in the Public School house nearby

and was superintended by Mr. Samuel Janney.

""Two lots were now offered^on'which to build_a.church -

gone by Mr. _William C.~Gartrell and the other by_ Mr ,_William

0 .3_ _ As,the_lat ter- was_the more central to the cong -

gation it was_accepted,_it_being_within_a_few_rods_of-the_old-

Hawlings_ _Rive r_C hap el-[-sic)_aforementioned.4-

"A subscription to raise money and means to build a

church was immediately commenced.

"Liberal contributions were made by Mr. Hanson Brown,

Mrs. Parker, Mess. William Brown Sr. and Jr., Mr: Elisha John

Hall, Mr. Thomas John Holland, Miss Sarah Agnes Kummer of

Baltimore, the Miss Hollands, Mr. Carr, Mrs. George Nesbitt

and many others, while many of the neighbors aided in putting

up the building.

V'-'The-first-service in the new building was_h_e_ld-Aprils

24th,_1870_.

"The congregation was too large to be accommodated by

the edifice and as this continued Mr. Charles Abert undertook

to raise money to enlarge it and with the aid of others he

succeeded.

LT e uilding was lengthened twelve feet, which=made

is 42feet long by twenty feet wide andcapable of seatiirg-150

persons--\

5
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"The first. confirmation was held April 18th, 1871 by

Bishop Pinkney [the Rt. Rev. William Pinkney, at that time

the new coadjutor of Maryland] officiating, when nine persons

were admitted to the church.

"Another confirmation took place November 18th; 1871

when four persons were admitted to the church.

"The congregation was organized in accordance with the

Canons of the church and a vestry5 was elected in the early

part of 1872 and was admitted to union with the convention

under the title of 'St. Luke's Church' in 1872.

"It should have been mentioned that the pulpit and

chancel railing and also a part of the pews were given by St.

John's Church as also a collection from that church. and St.

Bartholomew's.

"A communion service was purchased through the contribu-

tions and efforts of Mrs. Charles Abert. The friends of the

church in and around Brookeville gave through the aid of Mr.

Orlando Hutton a concert and raised money to purchase an organ."

A more intimate account of the building of St. Luke's

is given in the following reminiscences written in 1963 by

Fanny Peirce Iddings, one of the original parishioners, at the

age of ninety-six:

"The present St. Luke's Church was built in 1870. The

ground was given by William Brown of J. and money and labor

6

were furnished by the early members. IThe church was planned
`---

by t"`~-~'ie first__rector,-Thomas-.Duncan,_; nd was a very plain little

building. A visitor to the neighborhood who had known him in

his youth remarked that it looked 'just like Tom Duncan'. rThe~

_e sec sed—chaan`cel and_ the- s-tained__ glass_wi Wow were-added in

1916--and--the-bell-and-belfry much_ later after World War -ff -

"Some open air services with the congregation seated

on planks that had been furnished as lumber were held during

the summer that the church was being built. I was too small

to attend these, but have heard others of my family speak of

them. My first recollections of the church services are of

sitting with my mother in very nearly the same seat that I now

occupy. Mother had a very sweet voice and I loved to hear her

sing. The first words in the service that I remember were,

'Not only with our lips but in our lives', and I thought, that

means to be good and not to talk about it. I do not remember

anything about Mr. Duncan's sermons, only that I liked him per-

sonally very much. He was with us for several years and was a

very lovable person. He had a wife and several small sons,

three I think. His successor was Dr. Richard Mason, only here

for about two years. I think. he.and his wife were rather

elderly people and either had no children, or perhaps their

family was grown up and scattered.

"The rectory at Brookeville was overflowing with

7
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The Fzev. Thomas Duncan

Rectcr, 1868-1875

b

a!Ii~ll~a;t-_

children during the twenty years that William Laird was with

us. The oldest was six when the family moved in and there

were eleven in all, with the youngest only two when Mrs. Laird

died. The oldest daughter kept house for her father and

mothered the younger children until Mr. Laird died in 1896.

He was a very scholarly man and his sermons were sometimes

over the heads of his congregation. His delivery was poor, so

that the sermons, which were often published in 'The Southern

Churchman' seemed to mean more there than when you heard him

preach. He never used a short word when he could use a long

one. When my husband and I were married, and he had pronounced

us man and wife, he did not 'wish us happiness'; but said 'Per-

mit me to felicitate you'. I felt much gratified when he told

me that he was sorry to lose a 'valued friend and an exemplary

parishioner'. We lived in Virginia for a short time and then

returned to the house where I was born, so I can say that I

have attended the same church continually all my long life.

"The early members of the church as I recall them were

the Janneys, the Chandlees, Caroline Kummer, Sophia Peirce and

her two daughters (of wham I was one), the Browns (who made up

a large part of the congregation), the Nicholsons, the

Leishears, the Hollands, the Gartrells, the Spurriers, Lizzy

liarvey, Frances .dyers and old Mrs. Botts. The Brown family

was represented by three brothers Hanson, William of J. and

9
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Frederick and their families, and an older William who lived
death 'Miss Carrie the bestwas, person I have ever known.'

to be 94, and his two sons Marshall and Washington and their
After an operation for cataract she was again able to attend

sons.
church, but could not take her old place at the organ.

"There was a Sunday School with a good attendance
"After several years, when either Abel or Luvie Brown

connected with-the church from the very first. Caroline L. Sallycarried on Sall Myers, was organist for ay g great many years.

Kummer was the organist for all the church services as well as
Bea Wilson played next for several years and since then Eloise

for the school, where she was superintendent. She was well Gartrell has served faithfully up to the present."

fitted for both of these posts through her training in music
With the building of St. Luke's Church, the Parish now.

and her knowledge of the Bible. She taught a class of the
had three churches to serve its people, but only one priest to

oldest pupils, sometimes both boys and girls, but most of the serve three churches. It was a little like a setting hen with

time she had the boys and some other teacher the girls. I too many eggs to keep warm. Various schedules were tried in

remember best Miss Ruth Howell (a governess in the neighbor- the effort to hold as many services as possible in each church,

hood) and how much I liked her when I was in her class. Mr. q
but the most feasible proved to be a weekly service at St.

and Mrs. Hanson Brown both had classes of younger children, John's with bi-weekly services alternating between St. Luke's

and Miss Lizzy Harvey, who lived with them, taught the smallest and St. Bartholomew's. At one time St. Luke's had only after-

children. noon services, but eventually a way was found to alternate

"Caroline Kummer continued to play the organ and run morning and afternoon services with St. Bartholomew's.

the Sunday School until she was over seventy, when she had to From the time of Mr. Orlando Hutton's service as rector

give it up on account of failing eyesight. She usually walked in 1845 until that of the Rev. Charles Lafferty, the rectory

to church and Sunday school, which were generally one in the of St. Bartholomew's Parish was at Brookeville. In 1911 it.

morning and the other in the afternoon, and neither rain nor burned, taking with it most of ithe records of births, deaths,

snow nor bad roads could stop her. I am sure she had as great marriages, baptisms and confirmations. Mr. and Mrs. Lafferty

an influence on the young people as any of the early rectors. were attending a guild meeting at the home of Mrs. Isobel B.

I remember one of her old scholars saying at the time of her Jones when a breathless small boy rushed into the meeting
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announcing, "The Laffertys' house is on fire!" The trip home

by horse and buggy through deep Spring mud must have been a

harrowing one. The Laffertys did not arrive until after books,

records and most of their worldly goods had been destroyed, but

they found their four small children safe.

Olney, was chosen as the logical place to build the new

rectory, and St. Luke's contributed $283.33 besides 1000 feet - -

of lumber, all the sand and the hauling of both sand and stone.

Added to this $17.78 rent while the rectory was being built,

$15 toward the furnace, and feed for the rector's horse for the

rest of the year. As contributions go in the year 1970 that

sounds like very little, but we must remember that around 1911,

the treasurer had great difficulty collecting the $145.00

yearly portion of the rector's salary.

By 1941 roads and automobile transportation had so

improved as to enable the rector to hold two services in the

morning and a third in the afternoon. After many joint vestry

meetings, in 1948 it was agreed that St. John's and St. Luke's

could support a rector between them, St. John's to carry 60%

of the expenses and St. Luke's 40%, with St. Bartholomew's

making other connections. A short time later St. Bartholomew's

was united with Ascension Church of Gaithersburg to share its

rector. This was a practical arrangement geographically, in-

asmuch as in 1919 St. Bartholomew's had moved from the Rawlings
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River to Laytonsville (even using the materials from the

Rawlings River Church, of which no trace was left).

The first rector under this new arrangement was the

Rev. James Valliant, who came to us in 1949. Although his

service to the two churches was in keeping with his name, the

rapid growth of St. John's made ever-increasing demands on his

time so that St. Luke's depended more and more on visiting

clergymen and on the services of lay readers, of whom Clarke

Slade was our first and outstanding in his devotion.Eventua y

the-Bishop of Washington cast about for a way to_.proyidefor

St:-Luke's, and-in_19-6.0 decided that we should build a`rectory~

and call_our own minister. There followed the payment to St.

Luke's for its share of the rectory at St. John's and other

financial adjustments too complicated to go into here, except

to say that St. John's generously agreed to contribute $1500

annually toward the salary of St. Luke's rector for the years

1963, 1964 and 1965.

Just-as_William_Brown_of-J.-gave.-the-land-for--th4 e-Std.

Luke'§`church building in 1870, so_the Warren_Cooley_family,~

now owners of the original Brown place_,_gave the~land for_the

new rectory in_1961. The methods of raising building funds

for a country church are probably fairly uniform. The remark-

able feature of St. Luke's performance is that so small a

congregation, apparently not over-organized, accomplished so

13



remembers wistfully her days in Sunday School and junior choir

under Mr. Wood, whose favorite hymn was No. 304, "There's a

Wideness, in God's Mercy". Since Caroline's childish ear heard

"wildness" for "wideness", this seemed especially appropriate

because she remembered him as wildly enthusiastic and vibrant,

passing out lifesavers to the youngsters in the choir, leading

the singing with sweeping gestures, and finding many ways to

capture the attention of young people. Mr. Wood came to Sunday

School in fair weather or foul, often wearing hip boots to wade

a stream at the end of his long lane when it was too high to

ford.

In 1937 it is noted that the Sunday School of from 35

to 73 students in the summer was closed from Christmas to

Easter. This was the usual arrangement for some years. Many

summer boarders came to the neighborhood during the vacation

months, and their children attended Sunday School. On the

other hand, winter with a cold church and bad roads made for

poor attendance. So the usual vacation was reversed and the

school closed in winter. There was a series of superintendents

and teachers who are now among us, many still active in the

work. Until 1955, classes met in the church before the morning

service; then the removal to the parish hall enlarged the

available space so that the school could be divided into six

classes, from kindergarten through high school, with a potential

student body of fifty children. For over 25 years they con- ;.

tributed to the John Milton Society for the Blind. They made

a "mite box" offering to the Episcopal Church, gave candlelight

services and pageants at Christmas time, and participated in

various local charities with occasional assistance from the

Junior Guild. In 1947 the Vestry donated the first scholarship

to the summer Diocesan Youth Conference at Shrinemont.

The Young People's Fellowship was organized by the Rev.

Arthur Ribble, and, after the two churches separated, the Rev.

Edwin Tomlinson was very active throughout his term of service

at St. Luke's. The Y.P.F. met regularly and had many field

trips and fund-raising projects. An exchange with the youth

group of Morristown, N.J., afforded our young people an oppor-

tunity to see the sights of New York, and the Morristown young-

sters were given a tour of Washington, Various trips were made

to interesting places such as Annapolis and the U.S. Naval

Academy, etc.

Naturally these gatherings did not always go exactly

as planned. Once, when about to serve the promised refresh-

ments to a visiting musical youth group in the parish hall,

the hostess discovered deep paw prints and nibbled corners in

the large, delicately frosted sheet cake she had provided.

However, since the food was protected by a napkin, and when

the intruder turned out not to be a rat but a stray kitten
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someone had.let in, the cake was eaten with relish after all. Mrs. William Hines, Jr. and our organist, Mrs. Gartrell,

Not so easily laughed off was the slip made when the had worked with the choir for several years, and in 1968 we had

oldest Sunday School class members were being given a tour

through the Cathedral. As a special treat they were Led behind

the scenes among the pipes of the great organ, and it was then

that one of the boys accidentally dropped on the stone walk

something he had concealed under his jacket. The crash of

shattering glass together with a strong odor of whiskey was ap-

parently not heard nor smelled by anyone else, so of course

there never was anything to investigate.

One Christmas pageant almost.set fire to the parish

hall in an attempt at verisimilitude for the three Wise Men

(Barry, Harry and Gary). An incense burner was borrowed from

the Roman Catholic church. When the frankincense was ignited,

flames shot up and created a near riot in the frantic activity

of smothering them. Ewen when the danger of flames was past,

a pungent smell of smoke rather than incense accompanied the

Wise Men into the church.

Thanks to the musical gifts and dedicated interest of

Caroline Kummer, St. Luke's has from the beginning had music

for church services and for Sunday School, although we find no

reference to a trained or vested choir until about 1950.

*[Trexler, Musgrove and Weakley, that is].

our first, and so far only, paid professional choir director,

Mrs. Janet Schlesinger, who did an excellent job for a year be-

fore personal demands on her time forced her to give up the

work. Under her tutelage the Junior Choir made gratifying pro-

gress, made several field trips, and took part in the Mite Box

Presentation at the Cathedral and at St. John's when it was

done by Convocation.

The original organ was purchased with money obtained

by a concert given by the friends of the Church in and around

Brookeville. It was foot-pumped and served well until about

1920 when a second foot-pump instrument was purchased with

money raised by subscription by the congregation. After some

thirty years of use, this second reed organ needed repair and

the vestry appoint

sider replacing it

electric organ

the _old_ organ

and Mrs:

rfor $25.00

organ cost

of an excellent'

was spent on

18 1 19

a committee to con-

rTn 1950 a riew~

rwas installe'dand—)

was sold—fo_MF._)

[Charles William

Although the present

over $1,000 and is

make, more than $90

repairs and



adjustments the first four years of its operation and com-

plaints have appeared in the vestry minutes irregularly ever

s inc e

The problem of heating a church is always vital. The

development of our heating system would fill a chapter of our

history and the end is not yet. lo~~egin w~ttii; there was a

wood burning stove that held a stick of cordwood.3  When fired

up long enough beforehand, this

forced anyone sitting near it to

move to the back pew. When the wind

blew from a

the smoke came

chimney and the

certain quarter,

straight down the

congregation went

home. The vestry had the chimney built higher. It still

smoked. The cap was changed, but it still smoked. Then, in

1940 came the new oil burner. When the wind blew at the old

angle, the. congregation was'not only smoked out but gassed out

as well. In 1951 a revolving top was installed on the chimney,

to no avail. In 1954 more pipe was added to the top; the wind

blew it off and the chimney continued to smoke. Finally, in

1956 the Suburban Gas Company agreed to exchange the 
church

heater for a used 75 B.t.u. gas heater and to install a 50

B.t.u. heater in the parish hall at a cost of 
approximately

$275 to $300. e_new- eater-being equipped-wit
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`013 chimney was taken down. Now our minister must strain to

raise his voice above the noise of the fan only to find himself

shouting into silence when it suddenly cuts off. But at least

there is no more going home when the wind blows.

` Newcomers to St. Luke's.must wonder about the diminu-

tive cemetery in the churchyard. There are eight tomb's tones

,ommemorating_three-Browns.,-two Andersons_andfive Leis hears,

the latest interment being t ah"-t of arrH y S-Brown in 1932?

The desirability of enlarging the cemetery was discussed as

early as 1926, and a committee was appointed to investigate.

For the next few years this committee was mentioned occasion-

a11y, but it seemed to be completely dormant until 1947, when

enlargement was again suggested, but no decision reached. At

last the question was settled in 1960 when the building of our

rectory was authorized. The vestry ruled that "inasmuch as a~

rectory is to be dui t, no more burials will be permitted i~

the adjacent-l:ot-."

The facts and figures of the history and growth of St.

Luke's are to be found in the register and vestry minutes.$

Although these are merely a listing of the dates of service of

some of the early members as vestrymen, treasurers and regis-

ters, it is a tale of real heroism.9 Today more humane rules

prevail and a vestryman serves for three years and may not

immediately succeed himself. Thus he has at least a break in
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his years of service. But consider the following: Hanson

Brown served as vestryman and treasurer for eighteen 
years;

Fred Brown fourteen years. William Brown of J. served thirty-

one years; Elisha John Hall, one of the first 
vestrymen, served

continuously until his death in 1893; William Iddings, vestry-

man and treasurer for fourteen years; George Myers 
was treasurer

for twenty-two years; John Hall Janney served as 
register for

thirty years. He declined re-election in 1901, but was still

writing minutes the following year. On January 4, 1909, ap-

pears the following entry:

Wefind a shortage of $11.46 on the Rector's 
salary

and $7.84 on other church expenses. In the 16 years

that your Register has served this Vestry he 
cannot re-

member one meeting where the accounts of.this 
Church

balance. They have always been behind. During that

time the Diocesan Missionary Society has 
given $2400

to keep this church going and to try to 
make it self-

sustaining. Is it making any progress?

/s/ John H. Janney.

If the tone is plaintive, it should be 
readily forgiven when

we consider that many of these 
deficits were made up out of

Mr. Janney's own pocket.

To cover the bare bones of 
historical facts and dates,

we should pay tribute to those who 
gave so much of themselves

to the building of St. Luke's. 
Ministers have come and gone,

leaving some little, some much of 
themselves and their in-

fluence on the neigh borhood;10 but more 
lasting has been the
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faith and love of the community itself. This is especially

true of those of the past generation who had their roots deep
in the surrounding hills and valleys of Montgomery County.

The names that appear in that first list of petitioners

for a Chapel of Ease and then over and over again in the early

church register deserve honorable mention. Even before the

women were given the right to serve on the vestry in 1923, the

feminine side.of the families of Janney, Nesbitt, Hall, Hutton,

Brown, Gartrell, Clark, Holland, Leishear, Myers, Kummer,

Peirce and Chandlee were most important when it came to teach-

ing in the Sunday School, seeing that the men attended vestry

meetings, and filling in the financial gaps when there was need

of paint for the rectory, repairs to the church roof, carpet

on the floor, or new prayer books and hymnals. A few names

ought to be especially written in very clear print for their

faithful and dedicated service over three or more generations.

William Brown of J., donor of the ground on which the church

was built; Mr. and Mrs. Hanson Brown, Everett and Lavinia

Brown, Florence Brown Ridgely, James W. Brown; the Gartrell

family, with Eloise especially remembered. The Myers--Mr. and

Mrs. George and their most faithful and efficient daughter

Sallie; the Janney and Hutton families, always the backbone of

the congregation; Mrs. Catherine Hall Janney, her son John,

long-time Register, and daughter Mary Janney Hutton, without
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whom ii seemed impossible for the church to survive; Sallie

Randolph Janney, whose gentle presence still seems to hold a

place in Sunday School and Morning Service. We could name

every member of the Janney and Hutton families for some defi-

nite contribution to all the congregation; Caroline Kummer,

whose musical and teaching ability influenced a whole genera-

tion; Thomas John Holland and William Iddings, who between

them were treasurers for over forty years; Henry Clark, another

faithful attendant and treasurer from 1935 to 1942; the Peirces,

Sophia, Alice and Fanny, for long, faithful attendance and 
true

loyalty; the Leishears,'~homas and-Frances; and their descen-

dant°'- s unto the fffth generation, fhe f ffFi-being th-̀ e g d-

rEhil`dren of-Mary Leishear Warfteld and-her hu`sband7Mer~ a

€a .-I member-of-the-vestry; Guy Wood, ever a 
conscientious

member of the choir and director of the Sunday School for

twenty-two years; the work of Anne Ball Gilpin, always ready

to take on one more job and carry it through with energy 
and

resourcefulness, is carried on by her descendants, the Fones

family; also the work of Mrs. McNutt Kricker and her daugh-

ter's family, the Hussmans; the carr family; the 
Hottle-Childs

family; the Hines, Senior and Junior families, 
dependable,

substantial, never-failing workers and contributors; the

Walter Wilsons--what would St. Luke's have done if 
they had

not moved into our community?
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The above listing is not to minimize the value of

members who have joined the congregation within the past ten

years or so, bringing in new blood and vitality without which

St. Luke's could not survive. It is fervently hoped that they

too will continue to work with us unto the third and fourth

generation.

Also to be noted are the three members of our parish

who went forth to serve the Church in a larger field: St.

Luke's vestry proudly signed the certificate required under

Canon VIII Sec. IV for the ordination of Samuel Janney Hutton

in 1924; two of our rectors served as chaplains in the armed

forces--the Rev. Henry R. Marsden in World War I, and the Rev.

Arthur Ribble in World War II.

I

Mr. Ribble wrote in 1942: "The congregation of St.

Luke's Church is about as little organized and about as ef-

ficient as any in the Church. They have little regard for

budgets, organizations and such things. They consider their

work as a family affair. They just pay their bills when they

come due and get together and do whatever work there is to do."

This is still largely true today and it is this very

quality that endears St. Luke's to many of its members,

especially now when life sometimes seems over-organized. An

interesting evidence of the feeling of the members of our

congregation is the pilgrimage of the Leishear family on

II ..
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Mother's Day over a period of many years. (After Thomas an_d)

Frances Leish_ear died, their nine children along with in-laws
-- NOTES

and grandchildren would came to that early May service from

their scat_tered_homes~and diverse churches to join in the cam-
1. Prince George['s] Parish was established in 1726 and

munion services a real tribute to St. Luke's Church as well as
included part of Prince George's County, what is now`

to their parents who had loved it and brought them here as
the District of Columbia and the whole of Montgomery

children.
and Frederick Counties. T.H.S. Boyd, The History of

It is doubtful that the old saying, "the first hundred Montgomery County, 1879, p. 74. The first minister

years is the hardest", can be applied to St. Luke's. Of course was appointed in 1775--Alexander Williamson, who was

it has had its struggles with the normal differences of opinion
described in records furnished by the Rev. Dr. Nelson

and occasional painful friction without which no closely knit Rightmyer, Historiographer of the Diocese of Maryland,

group of human beings can operate for long. But so far there as "a whig, devoted Christian but indifferent preacher".

has been enough of the spiritual strength of love and faith to
The parish still exists, but its boundaries are now

hold our community together. The home atmosphere has been a (1970) those of Christ Church, Rockville, Montgomery

real inspiration even though the stove smoked, the organ
County.

squeaked and perhaps the minister was human enough not always
2. For a list of the 71 signers of this petition see the

to conform to everyone's idea of personal or liturgical pro-
Register of St. Luke's Church.

.priety. .Nothing worthwhile.ever reaches the point where we.
3. William Brown [son] of James [Brown], who signed himself

can coast at ease. Our second century opens before us with
"William Brown of J".

new. and ever more perplexing problems that call for faith,
t 4. This obviously refers to the Chapel of Ease, since the

love and.intelligence. It.is not enough merely to. stand firm; Hawlings River Church wa~ six or more miles from this

we have. to learn to combine firmness with flexibility for
spot.

growth.' This St. Luke's congregation is making an honest ef- 
5. The first vestry of St. Luke's, elected in 1872, consisted

fort to do, no matter how we may long. for.a ."chapel of ease". 
of:
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Notes cont'd - 2

Elisha John Hall (Secretary 187,2-6)

Hanson Brown (Treasurer 187279)

James F. Lansdale

Hugh Townsend

Samuel A. Janney

William Brown of J.

William C. Gartrell

6. Annals of Sandy Spring, Vol. II, p. 86 (1902).

7. This is a country expression derived from the 
measurement

of a cord of wood, which was a pile 4 ft. 
wide by 4 ft.

high by 8 ft. long, and means that the stove 
could ac-

commodate a piece of wood 4 ft. long. Of course it

required several pieces to make a good fire.

8. An alphabetical list of vestrymen 
from 1870 to 1970 is

appended to the old register of St. Luke's.

9. Senior Wardens from 1870 to 1970:

1874 - Frederick Brown 
16 years.

"1890 - Samuel A. Janney 6

'r

1896 - William I. Brown 7

1903 - William Everett Brown 
30 "

1933 - William A. Iddings 5

"1938 - Robert.Myers 3

"1941 - Guy Wood 4

1943 - William J. Hines, Sr. 3 " 
(uywith

GWood wi 1947)
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Notes cont'd - 3

1948 - Ulric 0. Hutton. 3

1951 - Guy Wood 4 '1,

1955 - William J. Hines, Sr. 1 "

1956 - Harry Musgrove, Jr.. 2 "

1958 - Buel Weare 1
4

1962 - James Austin 3 "

1965 - Robert Tupper 3. "

1968 - Vernon Hussman

10. Rectors: During the first years after its organization,

St. Bartholomew's Parish was administered by the Rector

of Prince George's Parish. When the work grew too heavy

for one man, St. Bartholomew's Parish called a rector of

its own. Since that time, the following men have been

rectors of.St. Bartholomew's Parish:

The Rev. Orlando Hutton 1845 - 1861

B. F. Brown 1862 - 1866

Peter Tinsley 1866 - 1867

" James Poindexter 1867 - 1868

Thomas Duncan 1868 - 1875

R. R. Mason 1875 - 1876

" William H. Laird 1877 - 1896

" Peter M. Boyden 1897 - 1907

" Charles D. Lafferty 1909 - 1912

Henry H. Marsden 1913 - 1917

29



Notes cont'd - 4

" Franklin J. Bohanan 1917 - 1920

Guy E. Kagey 1921 - 1928

Philip A. Dales 1928 - 1929 "INVENTORY" or "IN MEMORIAM"

Thomas F. Opie 1931 - 1940
Simple and unpretentious as St. Luke's Church is, it is

Arthur LeB. Ribble 1941 - 1948* 4 rich in memories. Almost every object here is closely associ-

" " James Valliant 1949 - 1970
ated with some devoted member or well-wisher.

" Edwin S. Tomlinson 1963 - 1966
The pulpit and chancel railing and some of the pews were

Robert D. Herzog 1967 - 1968
given by St. John's Church with the addition of a collection

Frederick G. Bol-e 1969 - from St. Bartholomew's.

(In-1916--the _recessed_chanc_e_l was built and_the_stain_ed

*Up to this point the Rectors of St. Bartholomew's
ass w_gvJ+ indow_wasinstal_led_and_dedicated to the memory of th,

Parish were responsible for three separate congrega-

tions - St. Bartholomew's, St. John's (since 1842),
churches-ofYSt: Barth3 omew's Parish for nineteen_years~It

and St. Luke's (1870 to 1963). is recorded that he preached at St. Luke's on the first Sunday

of his tenure in 1877 and on the last Sunday before his death

in 1896. In 1920 St. Luke's joined with St. John's to raise

$5000 and endow a bed at the new Montgomery County General

Hospital. This is called the "Laird Memorial Fund":

The_chairs_in_the chancel were by-St--Bartholo~

L ~'s_church_in_191

The lectern was given in memory of Sallie Myers by her

' brothers. The big Bible which rests on it bears this inscrip-

tion:
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(Inventory - 2)

This Bible is said to have belonged to President
Monroe and was left to a family named Spurrier who gave
it to St. Luke's Church soon after, it was built. As I
am the only living member of the earliest congregation,
I have been asked to make this statement.

January 10, 1963 /s/ Fanny P. Iddings.

The old Bible has been rebound twice.

The flower vases and cross on the altar were given in

memory of Mary E. Myers.

It was while the Rev. Guy E. Kagey was rector that St.

Agnes' Church in Washington gave St. Luke's its present altar.

On May 1; 1927, the feast of St. Philip and St. James, Father

Kagey blessed a beautiful silk purse, veils and altar linens

given by the family of Mrs. Catherine Hall Janney.

The altar service book commemorates the first Sunday

School Superintendent, Miss Caroline Kamer, and the brass

missal stand it rests on was given in memory of her niece, Mrs.

Fanny Peirce Iddings.

Evergreens were planted around the church by Hobart

Hutton in 1935 and have been continually trimmed and cared for

by the Hutton family.

In 1949 a communion service was given by the Hutton

family in memory of their mother, Mary Janney Hutton. That

same year the Wilson family gave a candle lighter, an altar

cloth and the prayer desk, or vrie dieu, in memory of Walter

Wilson, Jr.
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(Inventory - 3)

The ground for our parking lot was given in 1952 by

Mr. Warren Cooley.

The processional cross was given in 1958 by Mrs. Wood

as a memorial to Guy Wood, a valued Sunday School Superinten-

dent.

In March 1959, St. Luke's received from Mr. and Mrs.

James Valliant the gift of two Eucharistic candlesticks in

memory of the two little boys they had lost.

Alice Peirce is commemorated by the hymn board, and

the flower vase on the organ is in memory of Anne Ball Gilpin.

The greatest external change-in-SE. Luke's church was-1

brought about in 1949 by the erection of a belfry and-bell,

which'Mr. and Mrs. Walter Wilson gave in memory of their son,

Warter Wilson, Jr. , who was kilred in the-U:--S—Army -Air j

Corps-during World War I~
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ANNAPOLIS INTENSIVE SURVEY - EXTERIOR FORM

ADDRESS: ~+ L4C 
is 

c6dbtl / f;U.41W q ~ 70

Architectural Style: VW-kCA 6J

Type of Resource:v

Component

Date of Construction: 0~ - ( ~T~D

Number of Stories: f

# Tvne/Form Material Treatment

Foundation

Struc. System
WA 

O c

Chimney
i

Roof

Porch

Cornice
r~

Windows:
Elevation/story # Tvoe/liAts Surrounds/sills

/(p r7 !/Lt GoCGt ~(

04

- ~>/AA

Alril~ L~ap-

Doors:
Location # TvDe/material

i

Surrounds/lintel



Ai(k PA4 lh5' 

wf4 ~ s

a ~ C4A~Jl PJh 4 V-Vk - '~ k a-0 DkC4 1~' b r~ ~, )

~joXe (01 A lq o K4- ~fb I~n I f }•c~

II

oAaA(fl( All I~alj I~It-Z; M AW fdf. (aRg4S, WA_((

~ -,pw orv~ (f, ~W,

4k )~d a ~O C4 e-~, (/M cam, , W~

drw

~ ofd ~rw vo ~



*ajo f. vSt. L uke''s members
opaoses preservation of Briq-hton

BY SMIPNEN GUNNULFSEN. Last month the county's Historic
coariar staff writer Preservation Commission (HPC)

On Sept. 30 the parishioners of SL voted to recommend to the Planning
Lukes Episcopal Church north of Board that the 108 year old structure
Ashton will get their chance to show be placed on the county's Master Plan
the Montgomery County Planning for Historic Preservation over the ob-
Board why they object to the preser- jections of most of the parishioners.
vation of the , church's parish hall Located at the intersection of New
known as-Brighton Hall. Hampshire Avenue and Brighton

-hurch

Dam Road, the hall was built in the
1860's and was the site for the Mont—
gomery County Grange and the begin-
nings of the University of Maryland.
Although Rev. William Truitt .

argues. that the hall is ugly, costly to
maintain and a fire trap, he failed to
convince the HPC last month that the
structure is sufficiently deteriorated
to warrant demolition. 1

If the County Council should agree
with a Planning Board recommenda-
tion to put the hall on the master plan
for preservation, it will be much
harder to demolish the structure and'
all exterior work would have to' be
reviewed and approved by the HPC:
After an architect and a structural

engineer, advised the church that it
will cost. more to renovate the struc-
ture than to build a new hall, the
junior warden for the church applied
for a demolition permit from the coun-
ty's. Department of Enviromental .
Protection on June 17, triggering the
HPC's review of the situation.
Although the planners were re-/~

quired to schedule a. public b
within 45 days after the demolition ap-
plication was received, a staff person
for the, Board said that because the
Board agreed to consider putting the
building on the master plan, there is
an automatic six. month
"moratorium" placed on the demoli-
tion permit.
- The staff person pointed out that
unlike the HPC, when the Board
reviews Brighton Hall it will not con-
sider its historic significance but will
focus on broader issues such as how it
fits in with the area master plan and
whether it is threatened by road
widening.
Even if the parish had the money of

renovation of Brighton Hall, Rev.
Truitt said that the building would
still not suit the parish's needs. TAe
only usable space  is on the
floor of the narrow  building which is
difficult to get to and restoration-

Continued estorationcontinued. on Ptg. A-3.

opposes. savin hallpp g
Rontinued from Page A-1

would• probably mean removing the
old kitchen; he added. '
. "We didn't realize when we petition-
ed for demolition that them-would be
such a hue and cry; people didn't'
come forwardr to help restore it. The
sum and substance is that the bulk of
the congregration does. not feel the
hall meets our needs," Rev. Truitt
said.
1 He pointed out that the parish was

g of building a hall to seat

:k 1.

about 100 people but those plans were
"tabled" when-it wasfound that the 10
year old church building near the hall
has structural foundation problems
that will require expensive repairs.
A new hall to seat 100 people would

cost an estimated $60,000 to $120,000
that includes razing the old building. a
parking lot, and landscaping. Rev.
Truitt said. The $60,000 figure is
"within reach," he added.
"Even restored, Brighton Hall is

not attractive, it's much too narrow in

proportion to its height. We will try to
make a case to the Planning Board
that it doesn't. suit our needs," Rev.
Truitt said:
At the July HPC meeting, Paul

Leatherman of Damascus, a member
of The Frederick Grange, indicated
that his organization is interested in
preserving the last Grange Hall in.
Montgomery County. Rev. Truitt said
that he has not been contacted by
Leatherman who was not available
for comment last week.
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MEMORANDUM

July 22, 1982 a.

tK AND LPLANING~C{

TO: Denis Canovan, Planning and Zoning Specialist'",
Development Review Division

FROM: Cindy Donner, Executive Secretary
Historic Preservation Commission

- ~

SUBJECT: Demolition Permit for 1001 Brighton Dam Rd.,
Brookeville (Brighton Grange);
demolition permit for Muddy Branch Road in
Gaithersburg (The Mills House); and Petition
for Special. Exception for the Darnestown School

On July 15, 1982, the HPC reviewed the above-referenced demolition
permits. The Commission voted to place Brighton Grange (Site #23/78) on
the Master Plan based on criterion-2a, 2d, 2e, la, lc, and Id. This
action, under Section 24A-10 of the. Ordinance, necessitates holding up
approval of the permit for a period of six-months until the Planning
Board can hold a public hearing to review the Master Plan recommendation.
Please consider this memorandum as your notice to schedule the Planning
Board hearing.

The Commission also voted to place The Mills House (Site #20/24) on
the Master Plan for the following reasons:

1. At present, this property is undergoing annexation proceedings to
the City of Gaithersburg. Not recommending this property to the Master
Plan would amount to the approval of its demolition prior to annexation
by the City, thus not permitting the City's Historic Preservation Advisory
Committee or the City Council an opportunity to evaluate the building and
determine whether it is important to ret a n for Gaithersburg's historical
values. Local preservation groups can always best determine the importance
of local resources.

2. The style of the house has never been named by architectural historians,
yet is is very distinctive, in terms of its mass, depth and the unique
dormers. We believe it owes its design to German stylistic influences and
other examples of this building type can be seen on Rt. 28 west of
Darnestown - although they are being lost due to fire or development.
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Memorandum to Denis Canovan
July 22, 1982
Page 2

3. Gaithersburg has lost much in recent years. This property should
be carefully evaluated prior to any decision to authorize its demolition.

Consequently, again under Section 24A-10 of the Ordinance, the permit
must be withheld for 6 months until the Planning Board can schedule a
public hearing. However, in this case, if annexation occurs, this property
will fall under the jurisdiction of the City of Gaithersburg and not the
Montgomery County Ordinance. Therefore, I would suggest scheduling the
hearing towards the end.of the.6 month period, and then if annexation
occurs, the City of Gaithersburg may take the case up.

Finally,.the HPC voted not to place the Purdum Farm (Site #24/.20)
on the Master Plan because it did not meet any of the necessary criteria.
Therefore, the HPC took no action on the Special Exception.

Thank you for yo.ur.assistance.

CD/1 k

nN



LOCATIONAL ATLAS HISTORICAL SURVEY OF 400 RESOURCES
SURVEY FORM
ROBINSON & ASSOCIATES, SUMMER 1989 Me-

PRINCIPAL BUILDING OUTBUILDINGS:

YES NO
HISTORICNAME: St. Luke's Episcopal Church

COMMON NAME:

ADDRESS: Corner of New Hampshire Avenue and Brighton 
Dam Rd.

SITE NUMBER: 23/78  ATLAS MAP: 10 ATLAS COORDINATES: A-13 TAX MAP: JU 3 4 3

EXCELLENT VERY GOOD FAIR POOR N/A UNKNOWN

INTEGRITY'
X

ARCHITECTURAL
SIGNIFICANCE

ASSOCIATIVE HISTORY {
X

Resource is: demolished could not locate
threatened, explain:

ASSIGNED CATEGORY:I) II III IV V VI
(See reverse side 1/
for explanation.)

NOTES: This is a very fine vernacular structure, a former
Grange Hall. Both ends of the church are the same and
the structure is clad in asbestos shingles. The
exterior, enclosed staircase and one-story shed-roof
addition on the New Hampshire avenue elevation obscure
the vernacular symmetry of the structure; however, both
features are reversible. The associative history of
this structure--according to the survey form, it is the
only remaining Grange Hall in Montgomery County--is
especially strong. There is a newer, one-story

u.~s~ Lt's GhZ 9t i0 4 dp c~-bdv~
0,U00  4ek%'r 3-9/

`Integrity is defined as the maintenance of original features and/or lack of substantial alteration to the resource.

novelty-sided church to the left of the older church.
Is this part of the resource? The survey form is not
clear on this issue. We recommend it not be part of
the resource.



Cateeory Fmianation:

L Outstanding resource architecturally and/or historically. Most resources in Category I either maintain the
highest level of integrity or are invaluable'as ruinous evidence of former significant structures. Should be
evaluated immediately for Master Plan designation.

M Very good resource architecturally and/or historically. Most resources in Category II maintain their basic
integrity. Should be evaluated promptly for Master Plan designation.

la 

Good resource architecturally and/or historically. Some resources in Category III have a diminished level of
integrity. Should be evaluated for Master Plan designation, but with lower priority.

IV. Marginal resource. Falls into one or more of the following categories: 1) severely deteriorated, 2) heavily
altered, 3) architectural character not strong, 4) historical significance not apparent, 5) only typical of a large
number of comparable resources. Lowest priority for evaluation for Master Plan designation.

V. Resource. which is either demolished or which could not be located based on information given on survey
form. Remove demolished structures from Locational Atlas and, if after further study the resources not located
to date cannot be located, remove from Locational Atlas.

VL Resource was inaccessible at time of survey.
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ACHS SIT.-LL~RY FORi7

1. ,Name St. Luke's Episcopal Church

2. Planning Area/Site Number 23/783. i,1NCPPC Atlas Reference Map 10
A-13

4. Address Brighton, Maryland

5. Classification Summary

Category Building
Ownershio Private
Public Acquisition N.A.
Status Occupied
Accessible Yes;restricted
Present use
Previous Survey ecording ml-NCPPC Federal State_Z,­County_'~ ­Local

(Title and date: Inventory of Historical Sites 1976

6. Date 1870

8. Apparent Condition

7. Original Owner: Trustees of
St. John's Episcopal Church (Olney)

a. excellent C. original site

b. altered

9. Description This simple 1i story, one bay by five bay, frame church faces
south. It has fieldstone foundations & white novelty siding. Double wooden
paneled doors lead into the church. There are 6 over 6 double hung windows
throughout. At the north elevation there is an apse with a gable roof; a
stained glass window depicting St. Luke is set into the apse. The gabled
roof is covered by green asbestos shingles; the cornice line is boxed and
returned; there is an iron bell.

The adjacent rectangular parish hall was constructed in 1886 as the
Brighton Grange Hall.

10. Significance: St. Luke's Church is an outstanding example of a successful
community project. Built by and for the immediate community in 18701 it
still serves the descendants of the original congregation. It was the
permanent successor to 100 years of temporary houses of worship for the
Episcopalian families living along the Montgomery-Howard County line. St.
Luke's originally shared a rector with St. John's (Olney) and St.
Bartholomew's (Laytonsville). The Church has been the recipient of many
community projects to support it,.its furnishings, and its rector. It was
recognized by the Diocese as a separate church in 1912. In 1935, the
Vestry purchased the old Brighton Grange Hall (1886) to use as a parish hall.

11. Date researched and researcher Sept. 1978 Ina Hanel
Candy Reed - Architectural Description

12. CO-Miler Eileen McGuckian 13. Date Compiled 1/79 14. Desijnatior.
Approval

15. Acreage c.3 acres
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*RYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

INVENTORY FORM FOR :STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

NAME
HISTORIC HISTORIC St. Luke's Episcopal_ Church

R COMMON

L,_ LOCATION
STREET &NUMBER

iiew Hampshire Avenue

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DIS T.RIC7

Brighton _VICINITY OF G .

STATE COUNTY

.,a.r--land

L-MCLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC OCCUPIED ,AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM

LBUILDINGISI !PRIVATE. .—UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL __PARK

_STRUCTURE —BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE

_SITE PUBLIC ACaUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT .:_P.ELIGICUS

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS RYES RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION

_NO _MILITARY _OTHER.

WJ OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME Vestry of St. Luke's Episcopal Church

Telephone 4

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE Zip code
F' ri 7h t on .— VICINITY OF 'laryland

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber 220
COURTHOUSE. Folio 105
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC, "Ontgomery County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE

Pc cicvi lie rt-lar r

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

:I-ITCPPC

DATE

_FEDERAL =iSTATE .COUNTY _LOCAL

DEPOSITORYFOR

SURVEY RECORDS 
Pa rlr Ni i O~ i r P

CITY. TOW N STATE

121a .'- zrC- 2.

N



DESCRIPTION

Z 
EXCELLENT

_GOOD

_PAIR

CONDITION

_DETERIORATED

_RUINS

_UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE

_UNALTERED

'_ALTERED

CHEECI( O'NE
-r
-ORIGINAL SITE

_MC'JcD DATE

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This simple one and a half story, one bay by five bay, frame church
faces south or. Ties; Harnnshire Avenue extended. --

Built Built on fieldstone foundations, the church has white novelty sidin.,,~,.
The south (front) porch has a flagstone floor on :7rade. A sable" hood
is supported by four square posts. There is a ,,bite ;:coden cross at the
peak of the south gable end. There are double wooden paneled doors ,rrach
lead into the church.

There are six over six double hung ;•rindows threu~7hout the church.. :4t
the north elevation there is an apse with a gable-roof. A stained : la :s
window depicting St. Luke is set into the apse. The ~,abled roof is
covered by green asbestos shingles. The cornice line is bo;:ed and. returned.
At the south end of the main gable roof there is a simple frame be .11 cat
with a sauare base, novelty siding and a hipped roof. An iron bell :a::gs
inside the cot. There is a shed roofed lean-to addition northeest of the
apse and a one story gabled addition perpendicular to the apse on the
northeast corner.

The south double wooden paneled outer doors leads into a narrow hall
with a. flarkina -wooden naneled door which lean into she cloak roo,n for
the choir and closet. An inner double c:ooden :panel door leads into the
chapel. There are nine rows of simple ;'rooden peers on each side of a
central aisle. Each pew back contains t,,-,o book racks for hymnals. The
altar is recessed behind a Gothic arch*:ray and a carved altar railing
further separates the altar. Two Gothic/Eastlake chairs ,rith hiogh carved
lancet backs flank the altar which is surmounted by a stained glass
window of St. Luke. Southeast of the altar is a brass lectern ,rith an
eagle supporting the slanting ton. The ;falls and ceilings appear to be
plaster over lath. There are two hanging brass lamps, each ,,;ith six milk
glass globes.

The south entry.hall appears,from an examination of the one bay by
one bay structure, to be a later. addition. mere is a joint visible on
the east and ;;rest elevations between the first and second windows. In
addition, the glass in the south windows appear to be more recent.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



SIGi iIFICt~.~~dCF. C
•

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW`/

F- - j ,STORK _ARCHEULOGY-PREHI STOP IC —COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _A-LIGION

•,y) 1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW _SC ENCE

. IS99 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE

_•e•>d IF99 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _,,CCIALJ HUM.ANiTAf4ir'i

1799 ._ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER

-'800 '•899 _COMMERCE _.EXPLORATIOWSETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _.TRANSPORTATION

_.COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICSiG OVER N.MENT _OTHER (SPECIFYI

_INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES 1870 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Rev. The as iu`lcan

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. ~u::e I s C'Ll arch is an outstandi'"' cf a 3ucce sS_U'_l co--

::unit,! project. wilt bar and for t_^e =.-_~cdiate Cor=.:LLlit j i.z
still serves the descendants of t:.e ori;inal con_:-Tec-at, cn.
of t:,e -present con; reration have put in just as TMuch ti::.c arid. effort as
teir ancestors have.

In 1701 t the far::ilies of. ri-hton bui.1t a "C hazel of Lase" there
the church , as destrC,,Ted several .rears later bar a severe store. In 1•:~] 2
a i e"'wchurc~'? ? Wit. L'artholorlew's C1.urc 4:aS built Si:_ .._1125 i.Orth:;aSt

Of the "Chapel of Fase" , near La *tcnsville . S. t. -a.r th-c1o".e-,r I s : ar sl, s
too big for all members to attend One c_urch, so a ne..r c:?urcr_ :was buil~
in :'echanicsville (nor Olne.r) in 1842, the second to be built in ~,
nartholornevJ's Parish. . ac ed St. John's Church, it shared ii.a rector "..~

1"t.  .Eartholo' ew's.
The Droller. Of attending services ,,,,as not solved for trim far.iIias

living :tear and beyond the :_`ont.70 Ler`i __ o'.ward count: line. in _'o `. m

rector of St. Eart .olo>; e~,` s Parish, the ?everend T.or as 'Duncan, .,!as a.s'_:
to perform the Tpisconali.an services Ln Hodard Count; . After t:wo *ears
of services in "borrowed" buildi n ,s and fields, the cep-rotation deco ~ 1;

to build a church of their own. Two lots were offered by,

of Janesl and William C. Gartrell. The 3ro:,n lot, of about /29 square
;cards, ?was chosen since it was in  more centrcl position tc: ti_e ccr.7r_7-
;aticnj funds were raised, The reverend Thos:as'cancan aesi,:-ned a s1 x.12
buildinS, and the church was built in Fri hton, next to -:There the
of Ease" had stood one hundred years before. Ti:e first service -.•,as
on April 24,18'70.2

Following the cor'.pletion of St. Lu':,:e' S, t~?e CG :="reratl Ori ] C,:L_e ' ale11.

collected funds to enlarffe the building to acco iodate i50 r.eo-11e. :t.
John's Church contributed the pulpit, chancel raillr;~, and 50:':e t',v5.

collection was donated b;; St. Johns s and St. -7 ar tn o 1 o -:.e -d I s C::urc... .__
three c'aurches still shared the sae rector.

A vestr• was elected and or-anized in early 1872 and
series of co=unity projects to help support t.e church and tie rec or.
A concert was given to raise none-- for a foot-gum-Ded or7::: 
later another reed organ :ras bought -:rite: s:on,

'
, d,-elate' n . ̀

i;5 7

-;,earsears after that, in 1950, an electric or-an
car tarn effort was given in the fors of ,,Ln a c Sc :col to
adult -embers 'Mould travel eac:i S1..'7da'~

service and Sunda,, School were not :oth !,:eld•in thle
:.;as the first teat her and organist at St. Lu';e's.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (See-tt. C71;e!;t ~: w
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In 1912, the Diocese of ~Haryland granted recognition to St. Luke's as
a separate church, and St. John's Church deeded the land to St. Luke's.3

In 1935 the Vestry of St. Luke's bought the old Brighton Grange Nall
(built in 186) to use as a Parish Hall. It stands east of the church, on
the site where the "Chapel of Ease" once stood. Florence Brown Ridgely~
daughter of William Brown, left $500 in her will for the church to buy the
hall. Part of the $500, with money from individual families and the Guild,
a fund-raising organization, helped to restore the buildingto its present
shape and condition, and added toilet and sewage facilities .I The hall was
used for Many years for parties, meetings, and Sunday School, but is now
rarely used by the church.

A.rectory was built in 1961. The groerth of St. John's Church had made
it impossible for one rector to preach at both churches. St. Luke's Church
got its first own rector in 1963. The land for the house was given by the
Warren Cooley family. The present rector does not live in the rectory, so
it is now used as the new Parish Hall, instead of the old Grange Hall.

The Women's Guild (founded in 1910) and the Sandy Spring Theater Group
all are church and community projects.

Originally starting with one building on one-half an acre, the vestry
now owns three buildings (the church, the parish hall, and the rectory) on
about three acres.5 A miniature graveyard also exists with ten graves. It
was decided in 1960 to discontinue the graveyard since the rectory ,,Ias being
built next door.

St. Luke's Church is clearly.* a unique product of the Brighton community.
Rev. Arthur Ribble, a former rector, wrote in 1942, 11 'The congregation of
St. Luke's Church is about as little organized and as about as efficient as
any in the Church. They have little regard for budgets, organizations, and
such things. They consider their work a family affair. They just pay their
bills zlren they come due and get together and do whatever work there is to
do.' «o

F00TP?OTLS

1. Land Records ofontgomery County, i,1d. EBP 7/439 (1870).
2. Willson, Deborah I., and Elizabeth I. Cook, A Short istorz of Saint

Luf e's Eisconal Church Brirhtor_ iaryland, n.p., n.p., 1970), p. 5.
3. Land Records, op. cit., 228/105 (1012).
4. ?~~illson, op. ci.t. , p. 14.
5. Claire Hutton, Personal Interview, Brookeville, '_1Id., Sept. 11 1978.
6. Willson, p. 25.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REF ERENCES:

Land Records of 'Montgomery County, i-:aryland
iillson,Deborah I. and Elizabeth I. Cook, A Short History of St. Luke's
E-ciscooal Church. Brighton. ?iaryland, n.p., n.p., 1970.

Bohme, Frederick G., Rector, St. Luke's Episcopal Church. Personal Inter-
view, Brookeville, Did., August 31, 1978.

Hutton, Claire, :lember, St. Luke's E iscopal Church. Personal Interview,
Brookeville, Mid., September 1, 197 •

"Iember, Saint Luke's Episcopal Church. PersonalWillson, Deborah I. t 
Interview, Columbia, i%id., August 29, 1978.



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES _.

(See Attachiment Sheet

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

MGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ca. ~ ac-es

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ,

yhe church faces south. To the east of it stands the Taris.~ .=all anaz
behind that is Tier; Hampshire Avenue. On the south side is vi.ile
Erie'Z ton Dam Road. To the '.Test is the graveyard and the., t'ie rector
To the north is a small field with a fe1-411 houses on the other side. ~ 11
togetherI it is approximately three acres.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE (Candy Reed - ArchiteCtucd D^car[2p 

~
Ina V. Hanel

ORGANIZATION DATE

Sugarloaf Regional Trails SeDtember 17. 1970'
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

Box 87 926-4;10
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Di c:-ers on r'artTland ?ice /

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: 'Maryland Historical Trust SUG~~LO?~ G =~'-•' I;"-~

The Shaw House, 21 State Circle Box 37 5?'="
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 U1.

(301) 267-1438

as• sic.
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m-uCQFL".. tnven~
The photo attached to theA4' form is not the church itself. It isthe Parish Hall that is east of the church and was built in 1886. The
Sandy Spring Theatre Group uses it today. A stairway (covered) has beenbuilt on the longer outside wall that you see in the photo. I thoughtit was St. Luke's at first, and am writing this in case you misunderstood, too.

by: Ina V. Hanel

0



ACHS S iT UI- RY FOR'A

1. Name St, Luke's Episcopal Church

2. Planning Area/Site Number 23/78

4. Address Brighton, Maryland

5. Classification Summary

Category Building,
Ownership Private
Public Acquisition N.A.
Status Occupied
Accessible Yes-,restricted
Present use qcl; e;

3. iXNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 10
A-13

Previous Survey -Recording ,,T-NCPPC Federal State_Z_County„x,_„Local

(Title and date: Inventory of historical Sites 1976 )
o'. Date 1870 7. Original Owner: Trustees of

b. Apparent Condition 
St. John's Episcopal Church (Olney)

a, excellent c. original site

b. altered

9. Description t This simple li story, one bay by five bay, frame church faces
south. It has fieldstone foundations & white novelty siding. Double wooden
paneled doors lead into the church. There are 6 over 6 double hung windows
throughout. At the north elevation there is an apse with 'a gable roof; a
stained glass window depicting St. Luke is set into the apse. The gabled
roof is covered by green asbestos shingles; the cornice line is boxed and
returned; there is an iron bell.

The adjacent rectangular parish hall was constructed in 1886 as the
Brighton Grange Hall.

1O'. Sivnificance: St. Luke's Church is an outstanding example of a successful
community project. Built by and for the immediate community in 1870, it
still serves the descendants of the original congregation. It was the
permanent successor to 100 years of temporary houses of worship for the
Episcopalian families living along the 12ontgomery-Howard County line. St.
Luke's originally shared a rector with St. John's (Olney) and St.
Bartholomew's (Laytonsville). The Church has been the recipient of many
community projects to support it,.its furnishings, and its rector. It was
recognized by the Diocese as a separate church in 1912. In 1935, the
Vestry purchased the old Brighton Grange Hall (1886) to use as a parish hall.

il. Date researched and researcher Sent. 1978 Ina Hanel

o 

Candy Reed - Architectural Descrip6l
_2. Compiler Eileen McGuckian 13. Date Compiled 1/79 1 Designa ion

Approval

15. Acreage c-3 acres
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

NAME

HISTORIC St. LuL:e's Episcopal Church

AND/OR COMMON

~L~JLOCATION
STREET& NUMBER

/Yew Hannshire Avenue

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Bri gh ton ~ VICINITY OF

STATE COUNTY

.'.a.r-!land fpn4.

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIPSTATUS PRESENT USE

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC XOCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM

ZBUILDING(S) Y 
PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL _.PARK

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _1R.ELIGIOUS

_08JECT _IN PROCESS 'TYES: RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION

_NO _MILITARY _OTHEA'.

O OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME Vestry of St. Luke's Episcopal Churcz

Telephone
STREET & NUMBER

CITY, TOWN STATE Zip code

Fri 5rhton VICINITY OF L iaryland

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber 220
COURTHOUSE. Folio ?: 105
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC- ont gomery County Courthouse

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE

F,Cckvi11c

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

NCPPC
GATE

1 S —FEDERAL =/STATE ::COUNTY _LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEYRECOROS ?,q r ET s t r i an:.s 0.- f j rP
CITY. TOWN STATE

Rnc+lrvi i 1 a ",ZT';T~ 2T'C~ -ice



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED

_GOOD _RUINS

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE

_UNALTERED

,~_4LTERED

CHECK O'NF

OAIGrNAL SITE

_MOV10 DATE

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This simple one and a half story, one bay by five bay, frame church
faces south on New Hamnshire Avenue extended.

Built on fieldstone foundations, the church has white novelty sidin:~,
The south (front) porch has a flagstone floor on -rade. A abled rood
is supported by four square posts. There is a ,,;rate s cc ,en cross at the
peak of the south gable end. There are double wooden zDaneled do- rs .1hich
lead into the church.

There are six over six double hung ,.,indows thr•ou7hout the church. At
the north elevation there is an apse with a gable roof. A stained Elass
window depicting St. Luke is set into the apse, The Tabled roof is
covered by green asbestos shingles. The cornice line is boxed and returner:.
At the south end of the Main gable roof there is a simmple frar:e bell cot
with a square base, novelty siding and a hipoed roof. An iron bell ;tangs
inside the. cot. There is a shed roofed lean-to addition rorth;,rest of the
apse and a one story gabled addition perpendicular to the apse on the
northeast corner.

The south double wooden paneled outer doors leads into a narrow hall
with a flanking wooden paneled door c,rhich lead into the cloak room for
the choir and closet. An inner double v.00den panel door leads into the
chapel. There are nine rows of simple aocden per:s on each side of a
central aisle. Each pew back contains two book racks for hyrmn-ls. T"ne
altar is recessed behind a Gothic arch.ray and a carved altar railing
further separates the altar. Two Gothic/Lastlake chairs zrith 'rich carved
lancet backs flank the altar which is surmounted by a stained glass
window of St. Luke. Southeast of the altar is a brass lectern -;ith an
eagle supporting the slanting top. The walls and ceilings appear to be
plaster over lath. There are two hanging brass lamps, each orith sia milk
glass globes.

The south entry hall appears,from an e.tamination of the one bay by
one bay structure, to be a later addition. There is a 'Joint visible on
the east and west elevations between t~:e first and second wirdo.:s . in
addition, the glass in the south windo,rs appear to be more recent.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



F sIGNIFICANCE

PEH10D AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

P.1 HISTORIC _ARCH EULUIi Y. PRE HISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANOSCAoE ARCHITECTURE _3 -1"GiON

•,L;.) !899 _ARCH EOLOGY.HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW —SCIENCE

­SCO 1599 —AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE —5CULPTURE

_ra.}17 1699 ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY —3OCIALIHUNIANiTARJ.:`i.

•.;p 1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER

8GJ 1699 _COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATIO'1

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHERISPECIFYI

_INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES 1.870 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Rev. Tho_ as D,var? Can

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Lin=e Is Church is an outs. tandin, a,-.-) le Of a successful co--
^unit:r project. wilt bar and for t' .e =.._._odiate co Mtnit:;r 1n11 S 70, i
still serves the descendants of ~e on inal cer_rega. _on. `,iY
of the oresent con;̂ relation have rout in juat as much ti :::0 a.'?G. effort _.s

their ancestors have.
In 1701, the families of. ri _'ritOn built a "Cha?el of LEase" there ;

the church ,ras destro *ed several 'ears later by a severe stor_.. In l Jl_'
a r-e •r church St. L h n, 'r ' y cr, t.:as built si.: .._~1_ sart olo- ears C: T , „ui~ " a~ port.We
of the "Chanel of rase", near La"tcnsvylle fit. -I~artl;C10 ? ." I S : ar-S`
too big for all members to attend one C :'rch, so a ne'r: cn urc .ias buylz
in :Mechanicsville (~o.0 Olne~r) in 1042, the second to be wilt i Wit.
n'artholo-e r I s Parish. ';amea St. Join's Church, it shared its rector .. _
St. Eartholor e•.;r' s .

The Droblem of attending services :,as not solved for the families
living near and be,•ond the :Mont-o-er;:-'o°:curd cant line. T : 1~~,
rector of St. Eartholome:•,'s Parish, the eve- - Ti:or as ~ca.n, :ras as::
to perform the Eznisconalian services in, -oT:rard Cou:Zty. r"_fter t,ro -*ears
of services in "borrowed" buildincs an,-? fields, the con~re ation deci~~d
to build la church of their c,'Tn. T •io lots were offered ~ J, ;; i lli~
of Janes and William C. Cartrell. T'he Pro:rn lot, of about 721) Scuare
;cards, ;.ras chosen since it was in a r"ore cei,tralosition to tie ccn:
Cation;  funds were raised, The :1evererd Tho^_as Duncan desi,-r_ed a
building, and the church was built in ?ri .,ton, next to ':r :ere t:'_? 11 ;:':
of Ease" had stood one hundred gears before. lire first service ,ras '_s;j
on 'April 24, 18170.2

7ollo:Jing the completion of St. Lu'te's, the ccn~reration i;,_ :adi~ tel;
collected funds to enlarge the buildinZ to acc=:odate 1`0 r.eonie. .t.
John's Church contricu -ea the oulpi,, chancel railin^, and se:':0 n0,;s
collection was donated by St. John's and St. `artholo:.e;,i I s C`):urc"I
t'nree c:iurches still shared the same rector.

A vestry was elected and organised in early 1872 and tl: rc
series of cor=unit; projects to help support t :e church and t :n rcc
A concert ',,ras given to raise monI for a foot-nu:nned or7-::r.. l_ : _-•
later another reed organ •:ras bou-ht ':ri to money dcnater
Thirty gears after tL.at, in 1950, an electric organ
1- tar-v effort ;•ras-ver_ in the form of D,.tr_ av ec: c o I te.. :1- ,'.....
a,ault embers .;ouldtravel eac`! Sunda' to 't. L~:els C~,ii' _

"erv{ ce and Sunday School t:rere not both !:eld in the
..- -er was the first teacher and or7ani st at St. Lu_•ce's.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (See Attac_."~_nt :::.::e %
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In 1912, the Diocese of Maryland granted recognition to St. Luke's as
a separate church, and St. John's Church deeded the land to St. Luke's.3

In 1935 the Vestry of St. Luke's bought the old Brighton Grange Hall
(built in 186) to use as a Parish Hall. It stands east of the church, on
the site where the "Chapel of Ease" once stood. Florence Brown Ridgely,
daughter of William Brown, left $500 in her will for the church to buy the
hall. Part of the $500, with money from individual families and the Guild,
a fund-raising organization, helped to restore the building to its present
shape and condition, and added toilet and sewage facilities .y The hall was
used for many years for parties, meetings, and Sunday School, but is now
rarely used by the church.

A rectory was built in 1961. The growth of St. John's Church had made
it impossible for one rector to preach at both churches. St. Luke's Church
got its first own rector in 1963. The land for the house was given by the
`,Warren Cooley family. The present rector does not live in the rectory, so
it is now used as the new Parish. Hall, instead of the old Grange Hall.

The Women's Guild (founded in 1910) and the Sandy Spring Theater Group
all are church and community projects.

Originally starting with one building on one-half an acre, the vestry
now owns three buildings (the church, the parish hall, and the rectory) on
about three acres.2 A miniature graveyard also exists with ten graves. It
.57as decided in 1960 to discontinue the graveyard since the rectory was being
built next door.

St. Luke's Church is clearly.* a unique product of the Brighton community.
Rev. Arthur Ribble, a former rector, wrote in 1942, " 'The congregation of
St. Luke's Church is about as little organized and as about as efficient as
any in the Church. They have little regard for budgets, organizations, and
such things. They consider their work a family affair. They just pay their
bills then they come due and get together and do whatever work there is to
do.' "o

FOOT 'OT^S :

1. Land Records of Montgomery County, 'I'd. EBP 7/439 (1870).
2. 4illson, Deborah I., and Elizabeth I. Coop, A Short istory of Saint

Litt-els Bnisconal Church Brichton .Tarvland, n.p., n.p., 1970), p. 5.
3. Land Records, on, cit., 226/105 (1912).
4. ?illson, op. cit., p. 14.
5. Claire Hutton, Personal Interview, Brookeville, i-ld., Sept. 1, 1978.
6. Willson, p. 25.

BIRLIOGP ~PHICAL RE ER]'vCES:

Land Records of Montgomery County, iiiaryland
,tillson, Deborah I. and Elizabeth I. Cook, A Short Eistcr7 of St. Luke's
Episco-pal Church, Eri;zhton. _•aryland, n.p., nn.p., 1970.

nohme, Frederick G., Rector, St. Luke's E-oiscopal Church. Personal Inter-
view, Brookeville, 1,1d., August 31, 1978.

Hutton, Claire, .1ember, St. Luke's Episcopal Church. Personal Interview,
Brookeville, Md., September 1, 1978.

Willson, Deborah I.; ̀ ember, Saint Luke's Episcopal Church. Personal
Interview, Columbia, id., August 29, 1978.



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

(See Attachment Sheet r.)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ca. ~ acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The church faces south. _o the east of it stands the Parish fall
behind that is ampshire Avenue. C,n the souti1 s  re is roci eville
Bri-hton Day: toad. To. the :•lest is the .graves,ard and then tl,,e rect=,.

To the north is a small field ?Iritn a few :^ouses on the other side. 11
toget:ler, it is approximately three acres.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

®FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE Candy ReOd' a~x'Ch1fOCtLIiC'I„1 Descripti

Ina V. Hanel
ORGANIZATION DATE

Sugarloaf Regional Trails Sentenoer 17. 17S
STREET& NUMBER TELEPHONE

Box 87 926-L510
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Dic:-.erson 2G7'"~

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act.of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do net constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN T0: Maryland Historical Trust SUG~R~O^F -~ T:'-'

The Shaw House, 21 State Circle Sox 37, S c:~:.: •'

Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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rpl uCQ(~'. 1r,uQn
The photo attached to they{ form is not the church itself. It isthe Parish Hall that is east of the church and was built in 1886. The
Sandy Spring Theatre Group uses it today. A stairway (covered) has been
built on the longer outside wall that you see in the photo. I thoughtit was St. Luke's at first, and am writing this in case you misunderstood, too.

by: Ina V. Hanel
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NOMINATION FORM
for the

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

NAM'
.......... .

COMMON:

AND/OR HISTORIC:

St Luke's E isco al Church

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Brighton
STATE COUNTY:

M r land Montgomery
o ri ............. ¢.,:..Ass c € ::>..:.::u:w.k:,:: ,>~~

CATEGORY
OWNERSHIP STATUS

ACCESSIBLE

(Cheek One) TO THE PUBLIC

❑ District ® Building ❑ Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes:

❑ Site ❑ Structure ® Private ❑ In Process ❑ Unoccupied
Restricted

❑ Object ❑ Both Being Considered❑ g ❑ Prossrvation work
❑ Unrestricted

in progress ❑ No

PRESEN T USE (Cheek One or More as Appropriate)

❑ Agricultural ❑ Government ❑ Park ❑ Transportation ❑ Comments

❑ Commercial ❑ Industrial ❑ Private Residence ❑ Other (Specify)

❑ Educational ❑ Military ® Religious
❑ Entertainment ❑ Museum ❑ Scientific

C= ROY~
OWNER'S NAME: ,

Vestry of St. Luke's Episcopal Church
STREET AND NUMBER: -

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Bri hton Mar land

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

None
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

itle Reference f Cur D B k &
2 P t ATI# ~€ X:FW.100:11119  S
TITLE OF SURVEY:

None
DATE OF SURVEY: ❑ Federal ❑ State ❑ County ❑ Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

t::
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CONDITION

(Check One)

0 Excellent 0 Goad MI Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed

(Cheek Ono)

al Altered 0 Unaltered

• (Choc.k Ono)

0 Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL Of known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

1-eALL-1. Gt WV'
The church is a two story building with a

gabled entrance porch. On the facade there are two

windows at the second story level and a round window

in the gable. The flanks have four windows on each

floor. The foundation is stone. A lean-to addition

and an outside staircase have been added on the east

side, and the entire building has been covered with

asbestos siding.

cogm%
To the west stands the present white frame

church building. It is five bays long with an apse

and small crossing arms, all with returned cornices

at the north end. There is an entrance porch and

bell cote on the south facade. The cornice is boxed;

siding is tongue and groove. The building as can be

seen by a seam in the siding and the use of a concrete

foundation for the extension.



PERIOD (check Oniacur More ait Appropriate)

O Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century

O 15th Century 0 12th Century • 

18th Century

19th Century

0 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(5) at Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More air Appro./triage)

Abor iginal 0 Education

O Prehistoric

O Historic 

0 Engineering

0 Industry

O Agriculture 0 Invention

O Architecture 0 Landscape

O Art Architecture

O Commerce 0 Literature

O Communications 0 Military

O Conservation 0 Music

O Political
Religion/Phi-

losophy

O Science

O Sculpture

O Social/Human-

itarian

O Theater

O Transportation

O Urban Planning

O Other (specits)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

6f0G4rro G-C &
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

NW

NE

SE

SW

Degrees Minutes Seconds
•

•

•

Degrees Minutes Seconds

0

•

' . . . .

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUI7E LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
0

Degrees Minutes Seconds

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

Acreage Justification:

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: COUNTY

STATE: COUNTY:
••••, • , ,

STATE: COUNTY:

STATE:
:

COUNTY:

PR
NAME AND TITLE:

Christopher Owens, Park Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE

5/10/73
STREET AND NUMBER:

8787 Georgia Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:

Silver Spring
STATE

Maryland

1State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National E] State 0 Local 0

Signature



MONTGOMERYCOUNTYCOUNCIL.

ROCKVILLE. MARYLAND ,

MICHAEL L. GUOIS

PRESIDENT PRO TEM

Reverend G. William Truitt

St. Lukes Episcopal Church
1001 Brighton Dam Road
Brookeville, Maryland 20833

Dear Reverend Truitt:

I.
••r,
COMUltrf DUANDIG (ITT
,MATITLAAD NATIONAL CAPIBIL

PARK AND PUNNING COMMISSION .•

r
r eib r n s r --1 

4(118 19E3 
II. '

SILVER SPRING, MO.

July 12, 1983

I am writing to request that St. Lukes Episcopal Church grant a second
delay in their application for the demolition permit for the Brighton Grange
Hall.

During the past several months, my office has been working hard to fa-
cilitate the removal of the Brighton Grange Hall from St. Lukes property. My
office has met with Representatives of WSSC, Baltimore Gas & Electric, C & P
Telephone and the Department of Housing and Community Development. We have
also been in contact with Expert House Movers, Inc. to be certain that Mr.
Matyikeo intends to honor his original estimate.

One aspect of the move has changed somewhat since our first round of
discussions, however. A new location has been found for The Hall which will
make the move easier to expedite. The new site will still be on WSSC-owned
property, but not at the Brighton Dam site. WSSC also owns property across
the street. The cost of moving the Grange Hall to this location is consid-
'erably less than it would have been previously.

In the next few days we will be receiving final estimates of cost from
Baltimore Gas & Electric and C & P Telephone which will be a great deal less
than the original quotes for the long distance move. In addition, Mr. Matyikeo
of Expert House Movers has told us that his best estimate will be $500 less
than his $10,000 original estimate.

As soon as we are in possession of the most up-to-date written cost es-
timates, we can proceed with our final negotiations with the Montgomery County
Department of Housing and Community Development -- the source of funding for
the move. We have been assured that there will be money available sufficient
to cover the new cost estimates for this move.

The one thing we do need now is additional time. Only St. Lukes' can
grant us that. Please bear with us on this matter and grant an extention on
the demolition permit for the Grange Hall. The time necessary to complete

COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING, ROCKVILLE. MARYLAND 20150-279-1231-TTY 301-279.1013



Reverend Truitt
July 12, 1983
Page 2

this task has not been precisely estimated. We are hoping that all the
necessary funding, legal work, and moving would be completed by the end of
October. If you could grant another extention until then, I think we will
be able to save the Brighton Grange Hall.

Thank you again for your support.

Sincerely,

Michael L. Gudis
President Pro Tern
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ajOrity 9'efheto'S. Luke's members \
CqAj)

opposes preservation of Brighton
BY STEPHEN GUNNULFSEN

Courtier Staff Wetter

On Sept 30 the parishioners of St
Lukes Episcopal Church north of
Ashton will get their chance to show
the Montgomery County Planning
Board why they object to the preser-
vation of the church's parish hall
known as'Brighton Hall

Last month the county's Historic
Preservation Commission (HPC)
voted to recommend to the Planning
Board that the 108 year old structure
be placed on the county's Master Plan
for Historic Preservation over the ob-
jections of most of the parishioners.
Located at the intersection of New

Hampshire Avenue and Brighton

' 'Le 1111...1
Op Meier Laaelsantalllto Camelot \

. Dam Road, the. hall was built in the
1860's and was the site for the Mont-. .
gomery County Grange and the begin-

- sings of the University of Maryland.
Although Rev. William. Truitt.

argues that the hall is ugly, costly to
maintain and a fire trap, he failed to
convince the HPC last month that the
structure is sufficiently deteriorated
to warrant demolition.
If the County Council should agree

with a. Planning Board recommenda-
tion to put the hall on the master plan
for preservation, it will be much
harder to demolish the structure and'
all exterior work would have to be

• reviewed and approved by the HPC.
After an architect and a 'structural

, engineer advised the church that it
will cost. more to renovate the struc-
ture than to build a new hall, the
jimior Warden for the church applied
for a demolition permit from the coun-
ty's Department of Enviromental.
Protection on June 17, triggering the -
HPC's review of the situation.
Although the planners were re-

quired to schedule- a public
within 45 days after the demolition ap-

. plicatton was received, a staff person
. for the Board said that because the

Board .agreed to consider putting. the
building on the master plan, there is
an automatic six. month
"moratorium" placed on the demoli-
tion permit
- The staff- person pointed out that
unlike the HPC; when. the Board

.• reviews Brighton Hall it will not con-
sider its historic significance but will
focus on broader issues such as how it
fits in with the area master plan and
whether it is. threatened by road,
widening.
Even if the parish had the money of

renovation of Brighton Hall, Rev.
. Truitt said that the building would

still not suit the parish's needs.
• only usable space is on the
floor of the narrow building which is
diffictilt to - get to and restoration.



Building Description of St. Luke's Parish Hall (Brighton Grange Hal4

St. Luke's Parish Hall, built in 1886 as a Grange Hall, is located on the corner
of Brighton Dam Road and New Hampshire Avenue. The hall faces south and was built on
the original site of the "Chapel of Ease ( 1761 This structure is significant
architedmilly as well as historically and is the only Grange Hall remaining in
Montgomery County.

The Grange Hall is a two-story, rectangular, wooden structure with the original
wood siding. Some time after 1935 the hall was covered with asbestos shingles which
greatly diminishes it aesthetically, but it does have a standing-seam tin roof in good
condition. On the two long sideS of the first floow are four, double-hung windows
with much original glass. This window pattern is repeated on the second floor. On
the second floor level at the south gable end are 2 two-over-two windows surmounted
by4in eight light, circular window near the peak of the roof. The north gable end
follows the same fenestration pattern.

An addition in the thirties of an enclosed storm porch greatly detracts from the
overall appearance; however, the original double front doors and hardware are behind
this and are surmounted by a three light transom.

The interior of the Grange Hall is sheathed with the original ton5ue and groove
narrow boards on the side walls and ceiling on both level's. This is iAntact. The
floors are oak, random width, narrow boards. Ail woodwork is simple Victorian. . A
stage projects from the north end of the first floor, and to the right of the stage,
an enclosed stairway with shallow riser's ascends to an ante-room on te second floor.
This leads into the Grange Hall meeting room which has a barrel -vaultlbeiling. The
second floor also contains a small office used by the Grangers. This room is located
in the back, northeast side of the hall.

The length of the hall is approximately 451 by 25 1 wide. The ceiling height
on the main floor is about twelve feet.

In 1935 the Grange Hall became St. Luke's Parish Hall, and the c urch added a
kitchen, two restrooms, and an outdoor, wooden fire escape. Archite lly_inappropriate4
these additions detract from the appearance of the building.. The kitchen wing has
evidence/- of termite damage; however, the original Grange Hall structure appears solid
and in excellent condition, although unattractive with the additions in the thirties
and with the attempts at modernization. The 1886 Grange Hall is still in place
underneath the changes. The well-proportioned architecture exists and could be
revealed by the removal of the additions.-



Historical and Cultural Significance of Brighton Grange Hall

Brighton Hall or St. Luke's Parish Hall was built as the Brighton Grange Hall,
No, 60. Brighton Grange was one of the twelve early Granges formed in 1873 and 1874
in Montgomery County. This Grange was formed April 2, 1874 under the organization
of Joseph T. Moore of Sandy Spring. It lasted for 65 years, the third longest Grange
to exist in Montgomery County ( neighboring Granges of Olney and Liberty Grove existimg
longer ). Col. T. H. S. Boyd in his HISTORY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY , 1879, lists Bethea646
Barnesville, Brighton, Damascus, Darnestown, Gaithersbmrg, Great Falls, Olney,
Hyattstown, and Liberty Grove as thriving lodges, and he writes regarding the Grangers,
"Conspicuous in the work of intellectual, social, and agricultural organization and
development are the Grangers of the County". (1)

The National Grange of Patrons of Husbandry ( The Grange ) was an alliance of
farmers active nationally and in Maryland and Montgomery County as a social group, an
educational group, and as a political organization. Concerts and dances were held at
the Grange Hall. It was a meeting place for various social functions as well as
providing educational programs and political input within the community. Unique ritual
at meetings helped create a common bond among members of theraternal organization.
The ritual emphasized the beauty and importance of the home, community, family,
agriculture and citizenship. Women played an active role in many activities.

When Brighton Grange was in its early formation, the area of Brighton had a
population of 150 as compared to Olney - 75, Bethesda - 25, Laytonsville - 100, and
Brookeville - 250. Brighton had several stores and a Post Office. The land was very
productive and sold for $20 to 1)60 an acre. The area was known for its superior
quality of sweet corn and fruits. (2) Members of this early Grange came from
outlying areas of Tridelphia, Sunshine, Brinklow and Ashton.

Joseph T. Moore, a prominant Quaker from Sandy Spring, was the first Master of
the Olney Grange, a Grange which lasted for .96 years.- He organized Brighton Grange
in 1874, the same year in which he served as the first President of the Maryland State
Grange until 1879. He had been a member of the Sandy Spring Farmers' Club which was
organized in 1844 and which still is active in Montgomery County today in 1982. Moore
was a leader in the community and instrumental in the organization of the Olney Grange
in 1873. He was chosen Senator from Montgomery County and served 1881 - 1882.

Both Olney and Brighton Granges had lending libraries for their members and for
community people. The number of books loaned by Brighton is on record at the University
of Maryland. Olney Grange lobbied for Parcel Post for the convenience of the farmers,
and this was accomplished. Records point out that the Olney Grange helped a family
whose barn had burned. THE ANNALS OF SANDY SPRING by William Henry Farquhar record
that "The County Grange held a delightful quarterly meeting at Brighton" in 1881. (3)
It also notes that the Farmers Convention was held in the same year when two hundred
attended, and a new feed called ensilage was exhibited at this time. A new feature was
that the meeting began at ten, and ladies came in at twelve bringing a "luxurious dinner
and went like a flash of light". (4) Progress was made in the field of agriculture in
the 1880's in Montgomery County, and the Grangers were eagerto spread the information.
The use of lime and sodium nitrate as fertilizer, and the appearance of the first silos
in Montgomery County occurred at this time. The Brighton Grange Hall was built in 1886.



In 1890 the First Farmers' Institute in Maryland was held with the co-operation

of the Maryland Agricultural College, now University of Maryland, and this meeting was
held at Brighton Grange Hall. This was the forerunner of the University of Maryland
Extension Service that we know today. The Farmers Institutes later became a state
supported educational program for farmers. The present Montgomery County 4-H Clubs,
the Homemakers, The Farm Bureau, even the county and community fairs are an outgrowth
of this meeting, and this first Farmers Institute was sponsored jointly by Brighton
Grange and the Maryland Agricultural College Experiment Station.

Brighton Grange Hall is the only remaining Grange Hall in Montgomery County since
the Olney Grange building ( Olney D.G.S. ) was destroyed two years ago. Brighton Grange
Hall was the meeting place which formulated the extension service of today that is so
active not only in the county but in the state. Some of the Brighton Grange members
were active in the State Grange work. Dr. Augustus Stabler, a Maryland State Lecturer
from 1908 to 1912, was District Agent for the Experiment Station, and he conducted
Farmers Institutes throughout the state. He was also Deputy State Organizer for the
Grange and organized Subordinate Granges. Charles Hartshorne from Brighton Grange was
State Chaplain for sixteen years and a State Organizer. William E. Brown was Maryland
State Overseer from 1906 - 1909. Mrs. Charles Hartshorne served as State Secretary from
1910 - 1916.

In the 1920's the Brighton Grange functioned primarily as a social club providing
dances and entertainment for the community: Community members recall friends from
Woojeield, Damascus, Lisbon, Glenwood and Tridelphia attending the Brighton functions.
Many people in the community recall that Brighton Grange had the best baseball team in
Montgomery County.

In 1932 Brighton Grange disbanded, and in 1935 St. Luke's Episcopal Church acquired
it, when it was given to the church. The Grange Hall became the Parish Hall. A kitchen,
restrooms and fire escape were added.

From 1970 - 1981 the rectory was used as a parish hall. The Sandy Spring Theatre
Group has used the Grange Hall for their performances, and once a year the church uses
it for its Candle Festival, a fund raising eveint held each October.

The names of Moore, Stabler, Brown, Gartrell, Hartshorne, Thomas, Miller, and
Lansdale are some of the names of people accociated with the Brighton Grange. These
names, familiar in the community today, are family names which have been recognized in
Montgomery County and Maryland for many years.

Footnotes:

1. Boyd, Col. T.H.S. HISTORY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND. Baltimore, William K.
Boyle, 1880 p. 106

2. Ibid. pages 121, 122, 120, 135, 157
3. Farguhar, William Henry ANNALS OF SANDY SPRING. Baltimore, 1884 p. 245
4. Ibid. p. 245
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