
2 3 /(o i c v s r G✓Lflv e TL 
11

3 i t G C3 ✓c o o t L Lq~-- W-o-~



-ATLAS #; Z3/061-000 HIST. NAME

ADnKESS: 3415 BROOKEVILLE ROAD

OWNER: THOMAS K. NASH ET AL

A: SAME AS SITE

TAX ACCT. N: 00000000 TAX MAF

LOT/BL/PARCEL: P177

AREA MASTER PLAN: OLNEY — 1980

EX. ZONING: RDT EX. USE:

LOCUST GNOVE II

LOCATION

CITY: BROOKEVILLE

*: HU562 MAP COORD

CIVIC

RURAL/AGRICULTURAL

***** DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE *****

ORDINANCE CRITERIA IA: 1B: 1C: 1D: 2A: 213:

YEAR: C 1810 COND.: GOOD STYLE: FEDERAL — ALTERED

ENVIR. SETTING d APPURT.:

BROOKEVILLE
PHONE: 301-924-2407
ST : MD Z: 20833

227W03

ACREAGE: 337.060
ASSOC.: 376 200 0

2C: 21): 2E:

***** STATUS *****

SITE: X DISTRICT: RESOURCE: LATLAS: X MPLAN: REMOVE LA:

HISTORIC PRES. COMM. EVAL DATE: 03/01/84 HPC TRANS DATE: 06/20/84 HPC REC: NEG

PLAN. BD. PUBLIC HEARING DATE: 94/21/86 PB ACTION DA

COUNTY COUNCIL PH DATE: CC ACTION DATE:

CC RESOLUTION NO. PS RES. NO.: PS RES. DATE:

FULL COMM. RES. NO.: FC RES. DATE: ENTRY DATE: 04/19/86

Remad &M m1as

CRITERIA

(1) Hiurxirnl and cultural sign fic The hWo is resource:
a. Has character, interest or value as part of the devel.

opment, heritage or cultural characteristics of the county, state
or nation;

b. Is the site of a significant historic event;
c.~ Is identified with a person or a group of persons who

influenced society; or
d. Exemplifies the cultural economic, social, political or

historic heritage of the county and its communities.

(2) Architectural and design significance- The historic
resource:

IL Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period or method of construction;

b. Represents the work of a master;
C. Poswmes high artistic values;

d. Represents a significant and distinguishable entity
who*e components may lack individual distinction; or

e. Represents an established and familiar visual feature
of the neighborhood, community or county due to its singular
physical charscteriatic or landscape. (Ord. No. 9-4, 1 1.)
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11re, yIrlopy
The next site tk bQ eodl11at4_u ,yas I_oc+, ,t grove -1-1-P23/61).  Mrs. Hahn

showed slides of the house and said that it had begun as a well-proportioned
stone Federal farmhouse ca. 1810. Extensive alterations to the building in-
the last 20 years, particularly the brick veneering of the frame section,
the massive rear addition, and the insertion of dormer windows, lessened the
building's original line. The association with John Hammond Riggs is of
some note, but the building no longer reflects his period of ownership.

Thomas Nash, representing the family of the owners, listed 25 major
areas of change to the house over the years and stated that the family was
vigorously opposed to designation.

MOTION: Mr. King moved that Locust Grove II not be recommended for
placement on the Master Plan because it was so greatly altered that it did
not meet any of the criteria of the Ordinance. Ms. McGuckian seconded the
motion which passed unanimously.

Pc 
7Pmsrnirr.PG - b1SIgY

At its March 1 meeting, the Commission also 
evaluated 123/61

Locust Grove II and #23/94 Avalon,
both of of were f iano o

greatly a tere 
a 
so

that they 
l 

Ordinance.

PRgj,e hrIS TOiD,9 A) Q 6 60 MM F1t1.A 9 7-,.o N — nlAifcy / Qg-Y
LOCUST GROVE; II (23/61): This house began as a well-proportioned
stone Federal farmhouse, ca. 1810. However, the alterations made to the
house in the past twenty years have severly impacted the integrity
of the historical buildinri. The brick veneering of the frame section,
the massiveness of the rear addition, the insertion of dormer windows,
fill work to lessen the significance of the building's original sophistirA orl
of line. It is a situatiori similar to the one described above at
Pleasant Fields, but with a building of lesser quality. The hi.storicaL
associations with John Hammond Rigcis are of some interest, but
the building no longer a(iuquately reflects his period of ownership.
NOT RECOMMENDED.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET

NOMINATION FORM
for the

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

NAML
C OMMON:

AND.'OR NISTOMC,

Locust' Grove I I
2.. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMB ERs

3415 Brookeville Road
CITY OR TOWN,

Brookville
STATE COUNTY.

Maryland Montgomery
3.a CLASSIFICATION, .,

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
ACCESSIBLE

(Check One) - TO THE PUBLIC

❑ District 1a Building ❑ Public Public Acquisition:
❑ Occupiad Yet.

❑ Site ❑ Structure ® Privet• ❑ In Process
® Unoccupied ❑ 

Restricted

❑ Object ❑ Both ❑ Being Considered Preservation work
Unrestricted

In progress No

PRESENT UsE (Check One or More s. Appropriate)

❑ Agricultural ❑ Gaverntment ❑ Park
❑ 

Transportation ❑ Comments

❑ Commercial ❑ Industrial ❑ Private Residence ® Other (Specl1r)

❑ 

Educational ❑ Mllitary 
❑ 

Religious Vacant
❑ Entortainmont ❑ Museum 

❑ 

Scientific

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
YIN EA'S NAME:

D. S. Nash
STREET ANO NUMBER:

20530 Georgia Avenue (Rte. 97)
CITY On TOWN: STATE:

Maryland

S:
_ __Brookeville

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTNOUSE, ̂CGISTRY Or* OEEOS. ETC1

Montgomery County Courthouse
STREET AND MUL46ERZ

CITY OR TOw": sTATE

Rockville Maryland

itle Reference of Cu(Book
REPRESENTATIOm IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITUS Or SURVEY:

Historic Sites in the Bi-County Region

CATS OF SURVEY, ❑ Federal. ❑ Stare 12 County ❑ Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS.

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission
11TRUILT AND MUMSSRS

8787 Georgia Avenue
CITY OR TOWNS STATE:

Silver Spring Maryland

FA

as— 712



(Cheek One)

CONDITION 
❑ Excellent ® Good ❑ Feir C3n.teriaeted ❑ Ruin. ❑ •Unexposed

(Cheek One) (Cheek One)

® Altered ❑ Unaltered ❑ Moved ® w9ine1 Site

093CRISE TN9 PACSI[NT • 40 ORIGINAL (it known) PlrVSICAL APP[ARANC[

The house was built in several,sections. The west end

is stone with a three bay facade. The doorway in the east

bay has a transom light and panelled reveals. The windows

are 2/2 double hung sash; the flat relieving arches are cut

stone. There is a flush gable brick chimney on the west end.

The cornice is boxed.with bed and crown.mouldings..

The frame end (now covered with brick; veneer)- is two bays

with 6/6 double hung sash windows. On the east gable end is

a doorway with transom and sidelights.

On the north a brick wing has been added. The dormers

are being added presently.

In plan, the stone section has an end hall and one room.

The frame end is one room also.

There is a double corn crib west of the house.
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- FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE:

Christopher Owens, Park Historian
ORGANIZATION OATS

M-NCPPC 11 Nov 74
STREET ANO NUMBER*

8787 Georgia Avenue
CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Silver Sarin

State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) -

Significance

nl )

Significance of this property is: •
National 0 State ❑ Local 0

Signature



HISTORIC MO TGWilFRY COUNTY, MARYLAND

The House of red brick laid in Flemish bond,
has a center hall with a rear door to the garden,
two rooms on the right with one fireplace, and
two rooms on the left, each with a fireplace; on
the ,econd floor are four rooms without fire-
places.
The major has not been overlooked by the

D. A.R. In October, 1940, the Janet Montgomery;
Chapter with fitting ceremonies placed on the
old brick wall near the front door a bronze
plaque which states:
"Home of Samuel Wade 11am-wier (1732-
1792) I.ient., Volunteers, French and In-
dian Car. Alag,•istrate of First Court of
-Montgomery County 1777. Major Mary-
land Battalion. Member of Committee to
effect resolutions of First Continental Con-
gress."
Upon the death of _Major Magruder, his son.

Lloyd, inherited the estate, but became financial-
ly involved in loans, to lielp finance sales of
tobacco abroad, ulmn \\'liiell lie could not collect.
and in 1833 Locust Grove Nvas sold at Public
auction to John A. Carter, son-in-lag' of Lloyd.
The mill was sold off the farm iu 1353 to ltiil-
liam Orndorff (his wife was Susainiah•Adams).

201

Orndorff is described by some of his descend-
ants as a spendthrift. He lost a lot of prop-
erty, and it is believed Locust Grove passed
from his hands about the time of Susannah
(Adams) Orndorff's death in 1870.

In 1901 the farm, containing 258 acres, was
sold to ̀ Robert Weaver of Geoigetown. After
his death in 1924 it passed by inheritance to his
son, _Maurice E. Weaver. Mr. Maurice Weaver,
who inherited this place from his father, died a
few years ago. But before his death the historic
old place was sold to Dr. John H. Solomon, the
present owner in 1961. Dr. Solomon now lives
in a niodern home on the edge of the lawn and
has erected a large building occupied by the
I.R.I. and is building two apartment buildings.
In a talk the author had with Dr. Solomon at

his borne oil this historic old place, summer of
1961, the good doctor has respect for antiques
of Montgomery County. The rugged brick
house built by Dr. Samuel Wade Magruder
nearly two centuries ado, Nvith its associations,
with a -'reat patriot and a seat of this County
before the Revolutionary Car still stands. The
doctor assured me that he would do what Ile
could to remodel and restore the lionse.

Locust Grove II

MIS substantial stone and frame dwellin,
is less than a mile from Brooksville on
the north side of the road leading to Lay-

tonsyille. It stands on g, a pleasing
facing south. Although Imilt by a nlenitier of
the Ri;,,s family, the house has been the liomc
of the Howard family for over it century. The
four hundred acres surrounding it are part (A'
Bordley's Choice and include tlio~w parts which
John I& devised to his sons..Jolnl and Elisha,
in 1762.

Early records indicate that Elisha Rigs,
born October 4, 1742, lived in this locality, pos-
sibly with older brothers. as early as 17M.
About the year 1771, lie married Carolina
Welsh. I'Iisha Ri,,—s was quite active in the
FIvin, CaIllp, that notable colllpolletlt of thy•
Maryland Line, aril the arcliives contain inter-
estitl!, I'efCrPll('VS to his Illilitary career.

Early in 1716 lie was captain of a company of
dragoons with the Flvin,(,- Canip. His commander
wrote to the Council of Safety, at Annapolis,
saying that his disposition "floes honour to him
as all AnierivaIi." Vie young cavalryman's
career was soon over; he glade his will on May
17, and died less than it mouth later on June 6,
1.777. Ile left his widow with five small chil-
dren. The Nvidowed Carolina married Jacob
Holland in 1781, and died it few years later.
.John llanunond Rig-mss, a son, horn March 5,

1773', seenis to have eventually acquired title to
the Bordley's Choice property. Although C'ap-
taiu Elisha Riggs left his children equal por-
tions, to this lie added other land, willed by a
bachelor uncle, Lieutenant Jolln Ri•s, who died
in 1 SOS. The estate which lie developed
anioutlted to about 500 acres. Here he estab-
lislied his plantation before the death of his
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wife, Anna, who died cliildless on February 18,
1796. Within a few rears the young widower's
sorrow abated, and he' sought tice hand of
Rebecca Boone Howard. She was the daughter
of John Beale Howard, also a Revolutionary
soldier and a survivor (if tIce dreadful winter of
1777 at Vallee For -e. To them were born fifteen
children of wborn five, bevanne niellival doctors.
John Hammond was a man of distinc-

tion in the county. He -vas an lover of fine horses.
hounds. and game chickc,z::., characteristic of
some of his desc11111dannts even to our own time.
In 1807 lie became a Captain in the state militia
and subsequently Colonel in command of the
Forty-fourth Reaiinent. An active Federalist
leader, lie repr0sent(,d Montgomery County in
the General Assembly f rani 1 S 1 l to 181.3, and
again in 1821. He was a founder of the Brooke-
rille Academy in 1,515 and remained a trustee
until 1831. He bans also one of the first vestry-
men of St. Bartholomew's Parish in 1513.
About the year 1810 lie built with stone quar-

ried on the farm the portion of the house now
occupied by the Howard fancily. This stone end
of the house contains tin entrar<nve hall with a
graceful stairway of wide sweep ascending to
the third floor. The floor above contains three
bedrooms two of which hacye fireplaces. The
frame portion contains on trio first floor a large

and a small dining room, passage, pantry, and
kitchen, with three rooms on the floor above.

Vestiges of a lovely terraced lawn are still
noticed in front of the house, but not a trace of
the Colonel's fine shrubbery- and garden which
had once been his delight. At the time of his
political activity he became involved in financial
trouble which, tradition says, arose from a lost
het on a cockfight. One Ephraim Gaither, a
Federalist companion and neighbor, was the
winner. Whether Colonel Riggs actually staked
his plantation in a short so eherislced by the
f;elntrr of old is not ascertainable today. But iu
18.4 he made assignment to his brother-in-lacy,
Thomas Diggs, who in turn passed the property
over to Ephraim Gaither. Being a proud and
c•ourag,eous man, Colonel Bill- left Maryland
to start life anew in Ohio.

It is said that he was so bitter over what had
happened that he determined that the Gaithers
should never enjoy the beauties of his burden.
The evening before his departure therefore he
had lane barrels of brine prepared, and, after
he had cut down the shrubbery and desolated the
lawn, lie poured on salt -%%•atc-r in greait quitnti-
ties. 'Not  a root of old boxwood or lilac ;rroX%-S
today on the slopes of the evenly-spa(ed ter-
races.

Iry 1845 the wing Coloiwl told one (if his sons
he was oin honic to Maryland to air. In the
same year lie and his wire renclred Cooksyilly in
Howaird County whoro he died in 11v -was
brought hack to his old home, then Held f y the
Ilowards, and buried in the family c•eins , ti-ry can
a hill behind the house.
A few years after the departure of Colonel

Riggs for Ohio the farm was bought by Jere-
niiah Brice Howard, a son of Briee and .Xiin
Ridcrely Howard of Anne Arundel County.
Jeremiah B. Howard paused away in 1541. I its
widow, Harriet ( Burgess) Ilcnyard and her
young children remained at the place. e. I.1rive
Worthington Howard, the only son, horn there
in Mar, 1835, n•as the eyentnal inheritor of the
property. In June. 1864, lie and Catherine
Eliza Orndorff were married at Rockville. _M r.
and Mrs. Howard raised five sons and three
daughters.
The two Howard brotlrc-rs, Thomas. and

Robert M. Howard have pns.od to their reward.
also Miss 

Ere, 

has passed, 

leaving- 

only 

Miss

Margaret Howard, in possession of the old hm me
so dear to that well known fancily.
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Locust Grove II (Howard House)= 23/61, proposed for inclusion in the
Montgomery County Master Plan for Historic Preservation.

Grounds for objection:

1. Not architectually significant due to changes.
2. Other more significant houses.
3. Farmland not significant, thus.should be excluded from site.
4. No compensation or benefit to property owner.

1. This property was acquired by the Nash family in 1970. At that time there
had not been any plumbing, central heating, electricity or telephone installed
in the house, facilities having been provided by a well and a privy located
near the house at the northeasterly side. The entire house was in substantial
disrepair, vandalized and particularly, in the east section, sills and foists
were rotted, floors and ceilings were sagging.

Remodelling included:

installed plumbing, heating,electricity,telephone & renovated the interior-
replaced front door

removed all other doorways, placed in new locations with replacement doors
replaced all windows in house using different number of lights or size of sash
installed 23 windows where there had been none
three dormers were added to the front of the two sections
three dormers were added to west of the rear section
frame sections were brick veneered on all sides
rear section was extended to west to partly wrap around stone section
rear lower wall was extended to north

three car garage was built into structure at rear under old wing and addition
chimney was removed from east end of front and cap was built on roof
chimney was removed from center of rear section

chimney was added to rear of east section in front of rear section
removed front porch and rebuilt in different configuration and location
added large perch on east side of brick section
added porch on west side of rear- section

added large terrace-balcony to rear of brick section

relocated drive and built new circular drive around entire house
paved a portion of drive with brick, gravel on balance
changed grade in rear by removing two terraces
added large stone retaining wall across entire rear of residence
removed large shed roof section on east side

added frame wood shed on west of stone section
removed some bushes and trees

planted bushes and trees

2. Other more significant examples of Federal architecture abound in Montgomery
County, substantially unchanged. Mr. Mark Walston, Park Historian, MNCP C,
(Maryland National Capital Park. and Planning Commission, or Planning Board)
considers #23/69, Riggs House and Brookev i 1 1 e Woolen   Mill in Brookev i 1 1 e, and
#23/9, Elton, Elton  Farm Road, near Sunshine, as structures in good condition,
and properly preserved in an original state lying in the general vicinity of

Locust Grove II. He cites these as only two of over ten such Federal style
houses now on the Historic      Master Plan  or presently recommenced for inclusion.



There are about a half dozen other Federal style homes in the town of
Brookeville, all of which are being maintained in good repailr. These are all
in the Brookeville historic district.

Designation for the Master Plan should be limited to the better examples of
unaltered structures which will properly represent the character and
architecture of the period and style being ekhibited.

3. Even if Locust Grove II in its present condition should be recommended for
inclusion in the Master Plan (and that is riot admitted here), the farmland of
over 300 acres acquired with the house should not be included in the
designation. The land has no separate identity or significance, historical or
otherwise. I have a sketch of the house, with topographical lines on a two
hundred foot scale, on which has been lined in red a suggested site not to
exceed 300'X 3001, or approximately two acres, as representing a feasible site
for the house. This includes land to the tree lines, and follows generally the
425' elevation  1ine. Zoning presently allows  sites of one acre each. This two
acre 

plus site is suggested as quite adequate. Access is provided by roadways
to Brookeville Road and to the center of the farm. These are not included as
they are given quantities and at most raight be altered only as to location.

4. Designation for inclusion in the Master Plan and the restrictions placed on
the property constitute a taking of private property without compensation. It
is suggested that offering property owners a quid pro quo is in order. This
could be done without a cash outlay by the County and it could engender support
by some property owners for the program. This property is in a TDR sending
area, has an allowble building density of one unit for each 25 acres, and has
one TDR for each 5 acres of land.

a. An appropriate bonus could be given through increased density, by
granting two units instead of one for each 25 acres, or part thereof, of a
designated historical site, to be used or, the portion riot designated as
historical, and by granting an increase to two TDB's instead of one for each
five acres or a part thereof, included in the site, to be sold for use on other
property.

b. There could be an aternative use for a historic site itself other than
those now allowed under the zoning code, such as allowing by right multi-family
housing in what was formerly a single family home, offices for doctors,
lawyers, engineers, land planners, and related fields, and limited retail uses
such as an antique shop.

C. There should be an abatement of real estate taxes attributable to a
property designated as a historical resource.

5. Mr. Mark Walston, Park Historian  f or MNCPPIC, volunteered that he may be
quoted as objecting to the recommendatior, of Locust Grove II for inciusion in
the Master Plan for Historic Preservation, and that he will so report to you.
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ocust Grove 11 (Howard H u5e)= 23/61, gropesused for inclusion in the
l ant gomery County Master Plan  f. •r Historic Preservation.

Remodelling, after acouisition in 1970, included:

installed plumbing, heating,electricity,telephone & renovated the interior
-epl aced front  door

-em oved a 1 1 other doorways,  placed  i n new locations   with replacement doors
•eplaced all windows in house using different number of lights or size of sash
installed 23 windows where there had been none
three dormers were added to the front of the two sections
-hree dormers were added 'to west of the rear section
rame sections were brick veneered can a 1 1 sides
-ear section was extended  t o west to partly wrap around stone section
-ear lower wall was extended to north
-nree car garage was built into structure at rear ,_ender old wing and addition
chimney was removed from east end of front and cap was built on roof
himney was removed from center of rear section
chimney was added to rear of east section in front of rear section

,emoved front parch and rebuilt in different configuration and location
dded large parch on east side ~ ~f brick section~n
dded porch on west side of rear section
dded large terrace-balcony to rear of brick section
elocated drive ant built new circular drive around entire house
aved a portion  ..f drive with brick, _gravel on balance
hanged grade in rear by removing two terraces
dded large stone retaining wall across entire_ rear of residence
emoved large shed roof _•f section on east side

dded frame wood shed on west of stone section
•sm Jed some bushes and trESS


