






WMson's Store, Clarksburg
Photos taken April 17, 2007

front door original shutters and hinges on rear window



Niki at counter

front door showing beam of original ceiling

showing original east wall

west section with original door

beam and shelves

showing original north wall





The Wilson Store, Oct. 2005
Front of store , picture taken
from across 355. (West Side)

# 001

South side of store, picture
taken from back of property
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Foundation detail, shows
crumbling condition of fieldstone.
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Foundation detail, shows typical repair
done previously.
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Foundation repair separating from foundation.
Also shows moisture damage to siding.

" # 009
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Foundation detail, shows
rotted sill plate.

# 010



/North East corner, shows disconnected down spout and
rotted gutter, facia, and siding.

' #013

t

North West Corner
Exterior, shows extensive decay
from disconnected down spout. # 014 Interior. shows extent of damage to

corner support beam due to water. # 01
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=--r- Front Porch North West

Side, shows large part
J

missing, and block steps
leading to Post Office

1

double doors.

- # 010



North East corner
and North Side of

~.; North West corner of store
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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL

F=F=
CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSIOr

8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760

Date: March 8, 2006
MEMORANDUM

TO: Robert Hubbard, Director

FROM: Michele Oaks, Senior Planner
Historic Preservation Section

SUBJECT.: Historic Area Work Permit # 409314 for porch reconstruction and rehabilitation of store

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) reviewed the attached application
for a Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP) at its public hearing on February 08, 2006. This application
was APPROVED with a condition. The condition of approval is:

• The front porch roof in the front of the post office will be re-designed so that the roof covers the
entire surface area of the decking.

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED AND CONDITIONAL UPON
ADHERENCE TO THE PROPOSAL OUTLINED IN THE ABOVE APPROVED HISTORIC AREA
WORK PERMIT (HAWP).

Applicant: Nicole Lewis

Address: 23341 Frederick Road, Clarksburg (Clarksburg Historic District)

This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that, after issuance of the Montgomery County
Department of Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the applicant will contact the Historic Preservation
Office if they propose to make any alterations to the approve plans.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD, 8787 GEORGIA AVENUE, SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20910
WWW.MNCPPC.ORG
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7 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
301/563-3400

APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

Contact Parson: ✓/ /`~ r ~ "~ ~ ,

~,` Darum Pti~ N, a y0 - Co e -0 d ~
Tax Account N: 

V 2— O V v a
Name of Property flvmer:J I 

-// 

(~V I ) ~j,//;(~v~ims P#ione No.: 

Q~ 

LQ ~

i

V
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V  "`P -7 y

Address. ~~~ ~d d V~ C,~ le Diet s 
✓/f% 
'J 2l~'~/1

Connacton: __~~G1,~lP~r'l/}o ~~-l.~ l ~Z-o~/~~ 

{-~J, 
►~.L:

Contractor Registration No.:

Agent for Ovmer: ^_ Deybme Phone W:

-7-2
Z40LZ-.35-J

1~

LOCAY10N Of 801MINVAE

House Number ~ [~`~Sbeet; _•~ r ~-1, C- I~ l

Town/City: G ~~__~~(/~ NesrestCroasStreet `e

Eot: Block: Subdivision

P RA T QNE: TYPE f PENNY{I

1A SH.ES1AtL AEEMAB .E: CHECK All AP MASIE:

Construct rY; Extend X Attc+/itenwate 1:1 ABC ID Stab [ Room Addition 
R 

Pont, 0 Ded 0 Shed

move C.; stab D Wfeckiflazn u Solar 0 fireplace 0 Woodbun" stove Singt~e f_amil~t

"; .revision ❑ Repair 1 Revocable L7 fetxeMlatlicampteteSect~rtll 101
^
0

/'/ ~ ~ ̀
2 Iyw'" l C~ ~F-4A

A
t3tlt~er:

18. construction cost estimate: 5 ~~t~ O C) 
/ - 

r -40A
I C If this is a revision of a previously approved active permit. See Permit 0 T  ~ l(/ Q 7 W <0,~G~~~D~/i
PART fWW COMPLETE IF R NEW N # D99ENPIAOD110-9

ZA. Type of sewage disposal 01 Q WSSC 02 C- Septic 03 O tither:

28. Type of water supply of `f WSSC 02 U We 03 0 Otivev

PAT THREE: Ai #NG WAILL

3A, Height_ feet inches

38. indicate whether the fence or retaining wall ie to be constructed an one of the following tocatiens

Dn party iinelproperty tineCJ Ernaety on land of ovmer C} On public right of vrayleasement
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Edit 6/21i99 SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS
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Date: ..
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THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED AND THE
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION.

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION Of PROJECT

a. Description of exisung structure(s) and environmental setting, including their Historical fagtures and significance;

b. General description of project and its effect on the historic resource(s), the environmental setting, and, where applicable, the historic district;

ri

SI7f PLAN

Site and env tonmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your site plan must inckrde:

a. the scale. north arrow, and date;

b, dimensions of all existing and proposed structures; and

c. site features such as walkways, driveways, fences, ponds, streams, trash dumpsters. mechanical equipment, and landscaping.

PLANS AND ELEVATIONS

You must submit 2 copies of plans and elevations in a format no larder than I i' x 17'. Plans an S V2' x I1' paper are preferred

a Schematic construction plans, with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of walls, window and door openings, and other
fixed features of both the existing resources► and the proposed work,

b. Elevations (facades), with marked dimensions, clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing construction apd, when appropriate, context.
All materials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must be noted on the elevations drawings. An existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each
facade affected by the proposed work is required.

✓4. MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS d.ib-4—J f P~j p~ n'—lw

General description of materials and manufactured 'hems proposed tot incorporation in the work of the project This information may be included on your
design drawings.

PHOTOGRAPHS 
A✓ / h"-

a, Clearly labeled photographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the affected portions. All labels should be placed on the
front of photographs.

b. Clearly label photographic prints of the resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and of the adjoining properties. All labels should be placed on
the front of photographs.

h, THEE SURVEY

if you are proposing consir 1 v-115-,— recent to or :v;mm :re :r,.:•ce of any tree 6' or larger in diameter tat approximately 4 feet above the ground), you
mist file an accurate tree survey identifying the we, location. and species of each tree of at least that dimension,

7. ADDRESSES Of ADJACENT AND CONFRONTING PROPERTY OWNER S~l~ ̀~ !, AI, t J\4-1 e-
For

\4-1E
For ALL projects, provide an accurate list of adjacent and corhonting property owners tnot tenants), including names, addresses, and zip codes. This list

should include the owners of aft lots or parcels which aapin me cartel in question, as well as the owner(s) of loos) or parcel(s) which lie directly across

the streellhighway from the parcel in question. You can octe,n this information from the Department of Assessments and Taxation, 51 Monroe Street,
Rockville, (301/219-1355).

PLEASE PRINT (IN BLUE OR BLACK INK) OR TYPE THIS INfORMATiON ON THE fOLILOWING PAGE.



Foundation: The foundation is a mix of original fieldstone, poured concrete, and
concrete block. It is severely decayed and crumbling in several sections. Repairs over
the years appear to have been made by pouring concrete along side the foundation walls
as some sort of bracing. The sill plate has completely decayed along both the south and
north sides of the structure, causing the building to slip off the foundation and bow out,
especially on the south side.

To begin this process, the building will be lifted with shoring from the inside. The
entire old foundation will be removed, and rebuilt to modern code. The structure will
then be reset on the new foundation. The stones from the original foundation will be used
to "dress" the new foundation on the exterior. Plans for this portion of the work have
been drawn up by a structural engineer, and approved by the Montgomery County HPC
and Department of Permitting Services. The major impact on the structure will be to
assure that it will be sound for another hundred years, and making it once again a
commercially viable general store.

Front Porch: The front porch is poured concrete over rip-rap stone, with two sets of
stairs, one concrete block, and the other poured concrete. The concrete has collapsed on
the northern section of the porch. The porch has a shed roof, supported by four metal
columns. There were originally five, but one has broken off due to the damage on the
porch floor. The building pre-dates the porch, which appears to have been added in the
2& century, and most likely has had at least one concrete resurfacing.

The entire concrete porch will be removed, in part to allow for the replacement of
the building foundation. The porch will be rebuilt in a style typical of an 1840's frontier
building, with wood planking and simple wood posts. The HPC has agreed that this
would be the most appropriate restoration. While no photos of the store exist that show
the original porch, a photo of the Levi Price store, which he owned prior to purchasing
the Wilson Store in 1914, shows a similar front porch. We plan to have the planks, posts,
and wood beams for under the porch milled at a local saw mill, in a "rough hewn" style,
appropriate for the frontier period. The original shed roof of the porch will be repaired.
The steps on the north side of the porch, made from concrete block, most likely added in
the late 1960's, will be removed. The poured concrete steps leading to the front door will
be replaced with wooden steps. The impact of this work will be significant. By
restoring the front porch to a period style, the whole building will visually become a real
trading post and 1800's general store once again.

Roof: The tin roof is at least 40 years old, and of poor quality. Patching repairs done in
the 1970's have ripped off, leaving one big hole, and many small ones.

A new seamed tin roof will be installed over the existing tin roof using a new
system called a "roof hugger". It is comprised of a custom fit series of spacers and
lightweight structural supports which allow for insulation to be placed on top of the old
tin roof, and under the new tin roof. One major advantage is that the old roof does not
have to be tossed in the landfill! For our application, it works very well because we
intend to keep the ceiling on the second floor open, (cathedral style) with exposed beams
and architectural features. (The architectural features of the construction of the building
are part of its history, and we don't want to cover them up!)



will also be repaired and refinished. To make them more serviceable, shelving and new
supports will be added under the counters. The large coal burning pot belly stove will be
disconnected and cleaned, and remain the centerpiece of the entrance to the store. The tin
ceiling is very damaged, and will be replaced with a similar style tin ceiling. The
salvageable pieces of the old tm ceiling will be used Through out the store', either as the
ceiling to the new entry, or decorative wainscoting..

Stairwell, bathroom, new rear entry. As mentioned, the existing stairs will be replaced
with a new stairwell, constructed to accommodate mechanicals and an ADA approved
WC under it. By building the new stairs with two landings, the stairs will have enough
height to accommodate both the WC and mechanical closet. One of the rear windows,
located beneath the existing stairs, will be converted to a rear entrance, allowing an ADA
approved entry from the rear parking lot. In addition, the doorway from the main section
of the store to the new rear entrance will be widened to meet ADA requirements, and
make the new entry more a "part" of the store (the new framing will match the style of
the doorway that is there now)

Second Floor. The second floor ceiling will be left open, exposing the structural details
and patina of the old wood. The only original plaster in the building (in the room above
the main portion of the store) will be left intact wherever possible. The remaining walls
will be plastered to match, using an eco-friendly authentic clay plaster. No alterations to
the interior walls of the space will be made. One wall (at the top of the stairs) that is
currently just studs will have a half wall added for safety. The existing wood floor will
be cleaned and refinished using a natural oil finish. Ducts for HVAV can 

Insulation: The entire building will need to be insulated. We will use a soy based spray
application on exterior wall s~~w'"I~ic`h°coo not iequire~ a vapor barrier. Sheet rock wil be
coated with a natural plaster, which looks very similar to the remnants of the original
plaster that still exist.

Windows: Using an impregnable epoxy resin, we will restore the windows, sills and
framing whenever possible, and rebuild the windows that cannot be restored because they
are missing or beyond repair. HPC has advised us that the addition of storm windows
will be allowed, and we may add them if needed for energy efficiency or to protect the
original windows.

Exterior work: As needed, we will replace exterior siding to match the existing siding.
The siding will be scraped and painted. The gutters, soffits, and downspouts will also be
replaced. Two of the rear windows have original wood shutters, which we believe can
be repaired with epoxy resin.

In summary, our goal is to restore the building, both inside and out, and re-open it as a
general store, which will sell a wide variety of goods. Our store will feature organic and
eco-friendly products, in a historical setting. We hope to bring it back to what it once

was, a focal point of the community. A place where residents can not only shop, but also
gain a better understanding of the history of the store, community, and region.



Electric, Plumbing, and Mechanical. Currently the building has none of the above. It
was wired at one time, and some of the old wiring (possibly from the 1940's) still exists
but it has been disconnected for 30 years The original source of heat was the existing
pot-belly stove, which looks to be about 80 years old. There may have been an outhouse,
but there never was a bathroom!

The entire building will need to be wired to bring it to modern code. Because our
goal is to restore not alter the look of the building, we will use a mix of appropriate
fixtures for lighting, and low voltage ambient lighting, which can be hidden behind or on
top of the existing beams. The mechanical system will also be installed so as not to
disrupt the style of the building. As there has never been any plumbing (water or sewer)
connected to the building, so we will add a small water closet. As the store will be used
as a store once again, we feel it is unnecessary to add more than this. This will also
assure that the character of the building will be as unaltered as is possible to bring it to
code. Currently the WSSC water and sewer mains are located approx. 25 feet from the
rear of the property. We have already contacted WSSC regarding connecting water and
sewer, and Allegheny Power regarding connecting the electric service. Adding in the
sewer, water, and electric lines are part of the cost of the entire project. Most of the
homes in the historic district are using oil heat, however we are researching the
possibility of connecting to natural gas for the HVAC.

Interior floors: The main level of the building has a floor that consists of several layers
of concrete and packed sand, all in severe disrepair. In some areas, tree roots have done a
great deal of damage. The top layer is very thin, and cracked and buckled through the
entire building. Part of the floor, near the coal bin, is still dirt. On the second floor, the
floors are wide plank wood, most likely pine. They are just in need of some cleaning etc.

The concrete floor will be removed and rebuilt to code with wide plank wood
floor in the main section of the store. The wide plank flooring will be in keeping with the
rough-hewn frontier style, also custom milled at a local saw mill. The new plank floor
will be above a shallow crawl space, with a vapor barrier and crushed stone base. This
space will allow for mechanicals to be run under the floor, vs. building an obvious
bulkhead. A new poured concrete slab will be used in the "post office" section of the
building, including the coal bin/stair well. This is primarily for practical reasons, as the
new entrance, bathroom, and mechanicals will be located where the coal bin currently is
located. The front "post-office" section will be used for organic gardening and eco-
friendly building supplies, and a poured concrete floor will make it more practical.

Interior (main level) shelves, fixtures, ceiling etc: Next to the counter on the left side
of the main portion of the building, are load bearing metal support posts placed along
what was the original wall of the first structure. They support a beam and the original
exterior wall on the second floor (now a room partition). These metal posts will either be
replaced with solid wood posts, or covered with a wood facade. A symmetrical beam will
be added for structural support to the right side of the first floor, along the existing
counter. The new posts, on the right side of the store, will be wood. The wood posts will
have a rough-hewn, look, keeping with the frontier style. The joists supporting the
second floor will be sistered or replaced as needed, as recommended by our structural
engineer. The original shelving will be repaired and repainted. The original counters
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Address:

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

23341 Frederick Road, Clarksburg Meeting Date: 02/08/06

Applicant: Nicole Lewis

Resource:

Review:

Outstanding Resource
Clarksburg Historic District

HAWP

Case Number: 13/10-06A

Report Date: 02/01/06

Public Notice: 01/25/06

Tax Credit: N/A

Staff: Michele Oaks

PROPOSAL: Porch Re-construction, Rehabilitation of Store

RECOMMENDATION: Approval with Condition

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Commission approve this HAWP
application with the condition that:

• The front porch roof in front of the post office will be re-designed so that the roof
covers the entire surface area of the decking.

HISTORIC CONTEXT:

Early in the county's history, Clarksburg was a substantial center of commerce and
transportation. John Clark surveyed the land and subdivided lots along Frederick Road in
the early 1790s, yet the town's origins extended back to the mid-1700s. Michael Dowden
built a hotel and tavern about 1754. A popular stop along the well-traveled Great Road
between Frederick and Georgetown, Dowden's Ordinary is said to have provided lodging
and entertainment for such well-known travelers as General E. Braddock, George
Washington, and Andrew Jackson. According to tradition, John Clark's father William,
from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, had chosen this location, at the intersection of two
Indian trails, as early as 1735 as a site for trading with Native Americans. His trading
post may have influenced Dowden's choice for locating his ordinary.

John Clark built a general store and became the community's first postmaster. The post
office, established 1800, was one of the first in the county. By 1850, the town was the
third most populous in the county, and the residents numbered 250 by 1879.

One of the earliest structures in the community is found at the Clark-Waters House,
23346 Frederick Road. According to tradition, John Clark constructed the rear section in
1797. The building was enlarged and updated in the 1840s with the Italianate-style front
section, under the ownership of Clark's daughter and son-in-law Mary and William
Willson. One of the few remaining log buildings in the community is found at 23415
Frederick Road. Thomas Kirk probably built the John Leaman House (23415), now
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covered with clapboard siding, in 1801. John Leaman, a carpenter, purchased the house
in 1871 and built the substantial rear addition around 1890.

John Clark, a Methodist, was a leader in organizing the Clarksburg Methodist Episcopal
Church in 1788. The church has one of the oldest continuous Methodist congregations in
the County. A log chapel was built on this site in 1794, a brick structure in 1853, and the
present Gothic Revival-style church in 1909. As a major stagecoach stop between
Frederick and Georgetown, Clarksburg supported several inns and taverns. By the
mid-1800s, the town also included general stores, a tannery and blacksmiths, and
wheelwrights. William Willson probably built Willson's Store, 23341 Frederick
Road, around 1842. The Queen Anne-style house at 23310 Frederick Road, known as
Hammer Hill, as built c.1891-1900 by Clarksburg physician Dr. James Deetz and his wife
Sarah. The name, Hammer Hill, comes from the tract name given this land in 1752. The
William Hurley Shoe Shop, 23421 Frederick Road, probably built around 1842, is typical
of early rural commercial structures in its simplicity and small scale. In the early
20th-century, it housed Helen Hurley's millinery shop. The house, located behind the
shop, originally consisted of the rear portion that was built by Arnold Warfield about
1800. The building may contain an early log section. Hurley family owners of the house
and shoe shop included shoemaker William Hurley and Clarksburg Brass Band organizer
J. Mortimer Hurley.

Clarksburg has historically been a bi-racial town. While many African Americans
settled, after the Civil War, in communities separate from white settlements, freed slaves
in Clarksburg built houses in and around the town. In 1885, John Henry Wims built his
frame house in Clarksburg's center, at 23311 Frederick Road. The location of his
dwelling near the post office was a convenience for Wims, one of the few black mail
carriers working in the county.

One of the County's last and most elaborate remaining examples of a two-room
schoolhouse is the Clarksburg School, 13530 Redgrave Place, built in 1909. One of the
County's last and most elaborate remaining examples of the two-room schoolhouse, the
Clarksburg School was in continuous use from 1909 to 1972. The cruciform-shaped
building has a Colonial Revival-influenced design with pedimented and pilastered
doorframe, oversize cornice returns, and gable overhang. Near the school are the sites of
the earlier Clarksburg Academy (1833) and a one-room school.

Growth in Clarksburg declined in the late 19th century, when the B & O Railroad
bypassed the town for nearby Boyds. The advent of the automobile and improved roads
brought something of an economic revival beginning in the 1920s. New boarding houses
opened in town to accommodate the new auto tourism.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:

SIGNIFICANCE: Outstanding Resource
STYLE: Vernacular
DATE: 1842

The store located at 23341 Frederick Road is a 2-% story, front gabled, frame vernacular
store with a two-story, shed roof wing. The store is detailed with a full-width front



porch, which has been significantly altered (the original roof structure was extended a
concrete floor was installed, and metal posts replaced the simple wooden posts). Many
historic windows still exist on the main massing, however, the window have been altered
on the second level, to eliminate the gothic peak detail, and most of the windows were
replaced with 2/2 double hung windows, this would most likely have occurred around the
turn of the 201h century, the Victorian Era, when these windows were popular.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES:

Proposed alterations to properties within the Clarksburg Master Plan Historic District are
reviewed by the Commission with the guidance of the Secretary of Interior's Standards
for Rehabilitation (Standards) and the Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter
24A). The pertinent information in these documents is outlined below.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8(b)

A HAWP permit should be issued if the Commission finds that:

The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of a historic site
or historic resource within a historic district.

2. The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical
archaeological, architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the
historic district in which a historic resource is located and would not be
detrimental thereto of to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter.

Secretary of Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation

Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible use for a
property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or
features, which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.

The applicable Standards are as follows:

A Property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires
minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces and spatial
relationships.

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal
of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces and spatial relationships
that characterize a property will be avoided.

Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use.
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding
conjectural features or elements from other historic properties, will not be
undertaken.

4. Changes to a property that has acquired historic significance in their own right
will be retained and preserved.
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5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes and construction techniques or examples
of craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new
feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials.
Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and
physical evidence.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the
gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will
not be used.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.
The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportions, and massing to protect the
integrity of the property and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in
such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of
the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.

PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing to (applicable HAWP items):

• Lift the building up and replace the sill-plate and install a new concrete block
foundation. The existing crumbling stone foundation will be saved and utilized as
a veneer on the exterior of the new foundation.

• Demolish the entire existing concrete front porch floor and replace the flooring
with a wood, framed floor, with wood planking and simple, square wood posts to
support the existing porch roofs. The porch floor in front of the post office is
proposed to be increased 5' in width to allow for more room in front of this entry.
The owner is not proposing to alter the porch roof to cover this additional width,
as they are unsure of the date of construction for this section of the porch roof.

• Install a new, standing-seam tin roof on top of the existing tin roof using a new
system called a "roof hugger" (see cut sheets on pages zq +50).  This system is
comprised of a custom fit series of spacers and lightweight structural supports
which allow for insulation to be placed on top of the old tin roof, and under the
new tin roof. Advantages being that the old roof does not have to be tossed in the
landfill and the owners do not need to remove existing roofing materials, while
they gain energy efficiency, without having to add insulation in the interior
ceiling.

• Rehabilitate the windows, sills and framing using an impregnable epoxy resin.
Rebuild windows that are beyond repair.



• Install storm windows on all windows. The manufacturer of the storm windows
to be determined at a later date by the owner.

• Repair and replace, as needed, the exterior siding and soffits to match the existing.
The siding will be scraped and painted.

• Repair the two, sets of original, wood shutters that remain on the rear lower level
windows.

• Install new gutters and downspouts.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The applicant should be commended by the Commission for her thoughtful proposal that
preserves the interior and exterior fabric of this historic store, as well as continuing the
use of the building as a store. This project is the perfect example of preservation and
community revitalization working in harmony.

Staff would suggest that the front porch design would be more aesthetically successful if
the porch roof was extended to cover the entire deck in front of the post office section of
the building. The applicant's intention was to retain the size of this porch roof, as they
felt it did contain some original fabric. Staff however, feels that the porch has had
several alterations, including the poured concrete floor, the installation of the metal posts,
etc. Since the porch has had so many alterations, it does not retain its historic integrity,
and as such staff would suggest that the porch roof be re-designed to cover over the entire
new footprint of the deck. The design should continue to be a shed roof structure and
with simple details to retain the historic intent of the porch.

Finally, staff has included in this staff report, Preservation Brief #9 for the owners use.
This National Park Service Brief details specifications on the repair of historic wooden
windows.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission approve with condition the HAWP application as
being consistent with Chapter 25A-8(b)l and 2.

and with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation.

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of
drawings to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping
prior to submission for the applicable Montgomery County Department of Permitting
Services (DPS) building permits.

D
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THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED AND THE
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION..

t. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION Of PROJECT

a. Description of existing structure(s) and environmental set** including their tfmtorieat features and sigaftence:

411—a_ 2c.

b. General description of project and its effect on the historic resourcels), the emrironmentel setting, and, where applicable, the historic district

a r/

~2 R PLAN

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat Your site plan must irwlwe:

e. the scale, north arrow, and date;

b, dimensions of all existing end proposed structures; and

c, site features such as walkways, driveways, fences, ponds, streams, trash dumpsters, mechanical equipment and landscaping.

PLANS AND ELEVATIONS

You must submit 1 copies of plans and elevations in a format no larger than )1' x 17'. Plans on 8 IX x t 1' paper are preferred.

a. Schematic construction plans, with marked dimensions, indicating location; size and general type of walls, window and door openings, and other
fixed features of both the existing resourcels) and the proposed work.

b. Elevations Nacedes►, with marked dimensions, clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing construction aid, when appropriate, context.
All materials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must be noted on the elevations drawings. An existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each
facade affected by the proposed work is required_ .

s/4, MgTE IF~ICSSSPEfIFIGATIONS / ll r'(,ie ~ d-Q~ ~ ~ p~j p~ ~ ~~~

General description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the project This information may be included an your
design drawings.

v6!-PHOTOGRAPHS 
A'
~

. 
4

a. Clearly labeled photographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the affected portions. AR libels should be placed on the
front of photographs.

b. Clearly label photographic prints of the resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and of the adjoining properties. AN libels should be placed on
the front of photographs.

6, TREE SURVEY y~

If you are proposing constt t von -cent to or vmhin :re sr',oiire of any tree V or larger in diameter fat approximately 4 feet above the ground), you
:must file an accurate tree survey identifying the size, oca:ion, and species of each tree of at least that dimension.

7. ADDRESSES Of ADJACENT AND CONFRONTING PROPERTY OWNffl 'y! (~ . j Q )

For ALL projects, provide an accurate list of adjacent and carhonting property owners (not tenants), including names, addresses, and zip codes. This list
should include the owners of all lots or parcels which aojoin the parcel in question, as well as the owner(s) of lot(s) or parcels) which lie directly across
the sueet/highway from the parcel in question. You can o.tain this information from the Department of Assessments and Taxation, 51 Monroe Street, .
Rockville, 1301279-13551.

01 Fees PRINT ❑N BLUE OR BLACK( INKI OR TYPE THIS INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.



Foundation: The foundation is a mix of original fieldstone, poured concrete, and
concrete block. It is severely decayed and crumbling in several sections. Repairs over
the years appear to have been made by pouring concrete along side the foundation walls
as some sort of bracing. The sill plate has completely decayed along both the south and
north sides of the structure, causing the building to slip off the foundation and bow out,
especially on the south side.

To begin this process, the building will be lifted with shoring from the inside. The
entire old foundation will be removed, and rebuilt to modern code. The structure will
then be reset on the new foundation. The stones from the original foundation will be used
to "dress" the new foundation on the exterior. Plans for this portion of the work have
been drawn up by a structural engineer, and approved by the Montgomery County HPC
and Department of Permitting Services. The major impact on the structure will be to
assure that it will be sound for another hundred years, and making it once again a
commercially viable general store.

Front Porch: The front porch is poured concrete over rip-rap stone, with two sets of
stairs, one concrete block, and the other poured concrete. The concrete has collapsed on
the northern section of the porch. The porch has a shed roof, supported by four metal
columns. There were originally five, but one has broken off due to the damage on the
porch floor. The building pre-dates the porch, which appears to have been added in the
201h century, and most likely has had at least one concrete resurfacing.

The entire concrete porch will be removed, in part to allow for the replacement of
the building foundation. The porch will be rebuilt in a style typical of an 1840's frontier
building, with wood planking and simple wood posts. The UPC has agreed that this
would be the most appropriate restoration. While no photos of the store exist that show
the original porch, a photo of the Levi Price store, which he owned prior to purchasing
the Wilson Store in 1914, shows a similar front porch. We plan to have the planks, posts,
and wood beams for under the porch milled at a local saw mill, in a "rough hewn" style,
appropriate for the frontier period. The original shed roof of the porch will be repaired.
The steps on the north side of the porch, made from concrete block, most likely added in
the late 1960's, will be removed. The poured concrete steps leading to the front door will
be replaced with wooden steps. The impact of this work will be significant. By
restoring the front porch to a period style, the whole building will visually become a real
trading post and 1800's general store once again.

Roof: The tin roof is at least 40 years old, and of poor quality. Patching repairs done in
the 1970's have ripped off, leaving one big hole, and many small ones.

A new seamed tin roof will be installed over the existing tin roof using a new
system called a "roof hugger". It is comprised of a custom fit series of spacers and
lightweight structural supports which allow for insulation to be placed on top of the old
tin roof, and under the new tin roof. One major advantage is that the old roof does not
have to be tossed in the landfill! For our application, it works very well because we
intend to keep the ceiling on the second floor open, (cathedral style) with exposed beams
and architectural features. (The architectural features of the construction of the building
are part of its history, and we don't want to cover them up!)



Electric, Plumbing, and Mechanical. Currently the building has none of the above. It
was wired at one time, and some of the old wiring (possibly from the 1940's) still exists
but it has been disconnected for 30 years The original source of heat was the existing
pot-belly stove, which looks to be about 80 years old. There may have been an outhouse,
but there never was a bathroom!

The entire building will need to be wired to bring it to modern code. Because our
goal is to restore not alter the look of the building, we will use a mix of appropriate
fixtures for lighting, and low voltage ambient lighting, which can be hidden behind or on
top of the existing beams. The mechanical system will also be installed so as not to
disrupt the style of the building. As there has never been any plumbing (water or sewer)
connected to the building, so we will add a small water closet. As the store will be used
as a store once again, we feel it is unnecessary to add more than this. This will also
assure that the character of the building will be as unaltered as is possible to bring it to
code. Currently the WSSC water and sewer mains are located approx. 25 feet from the
rear of the property. We have already contacted WSSC regarding connecting water and
sewer, and Allegheny Power regarding connecting the electric service. Adding in the
sewer, water, and electric lines are part of the cost of the entire project. Most of the
homes in the historic district are using oil heat, however we are researching the
possibility of connecting to natural gas for the HVAC.

Interior floors: The main level of the building has a floor that consists of several layers
of concrete and packed sand, all in severe disrepair. In some areas, tree roots have done a
great deal of damage. The top layer is very thin, and cracked and buckled through the
entire building. Part of the floor, near the coal bin, is still dirt. On the second floor, the
floors are wide plank wood, most likely pine. They are just in need of some cleaning etc.

The concrete floor will be removed and rebuilt to code with wide plank wood
floor in the main section of the store. The wide plank flooring will be in keeping with the
rough-hewn frontier style, also custom milled at a local saw mill. The new plank floor
will be above a shallow crawl space, with a vapor barrier and crushed stone base. This
space will allow for mechanicals to be run under the floor, vs. building an obvious
bulkhead. A new poured concrete slab will be used in the "post office" section of the
building, including the coal bin/stair well. This is primarily for practical reasons, as the
new entrance, bathroom, and mechanicals will be located where the coal bin currently is
located. The front "post-office" section will be used for organic gardening and eco-
friendly building supplies, and a poured concrete floor will make it more practical.

Interior (main level) shelves, fixtures, ceiling etc: Next to the counter on the left side
of the main portion of the building, are load bearing metal support posts placed along
what was the original wall of the first structure. They support a beam and the original
exterior wall on the second floor (now a room partition). These metal posts will either be
replaced with solid wood posts, or covered with a wood facade. A symmetrical beam will
be added for structural support to the right side of the first floor, along the existing
counter. The new posts, on the right side of the store, will be wood. The wood posts will
have a rough-hewn, look, keeping with the frontier style. The joists supporting the
second floor will be sintered or replaced as needed, as recommended by our structural
engineer. The original shelving will be repaired and repainted. The original counters



will also be repaired and refinished. To make them more serviceable, shelving and new
supports will be added under the counters. The large coal burning pot belly stove will be
disconnected and cleaned, and remain the centerpiece of the entrance to the store. The tin
ceiling is very damaged, and will be replaced with a similar style tin ceiling. The
salvageable pieces of the old tin ceiling will be used through out the store, either as the
ceiling to the new entry, or decorative wainscoting.

Stairwell, bathroom, new rear entry. As mentioned, the existing stairs will be replaced
with a new stairwell, constructed to accommodate mechanicals and an ADA approved
WC under it. By building the new stairs with two landings, the stairs will have enough
height to accommodate both the WC and mechanical closet. One of the rear windows,
located beneath the existing stairs, will be converted to a rear entrance, allowing an ADA
approved entry from the rear parking lot. In addition, the doorway from the main section
of the store to the new rear entrance will be widened to meet ADA requirements, and
make the new entry more a "part" of the store (the new framing will match the style of
the doorway that is there now)

Second Floor. The second floor ceiling will be left open, exposing the structural details
and patina of the old wood. The only original plaster in the building (in the room above
the main portion of the store) will be left intact wherever possible. The remaining walls
will be plastered to match, using an eco-friendly authentic clay plaster. No alterations to
the interior walls of the space will be made. One wall (at the top of the stairs) that is
currently just studs will have a half wall added for safety. The existing wood floor will
be cleaned and refinished using a natural oil finish. Ducts for HVAV can

Insulation: The entire building will need to be insulated. We will use a soy based spray
application on exterior walls, which does not require a vapor barrier. Sheet rock wil be
coated with a natural plaster, which looks very similar to the remnants of the original
plaster that still exist.

Windows: Using an impregnable epoxy resin, we will restore the windows, sills and
framing whenever possible, and rebuild the windows that cannot be restored because they
are missing or beyond repair. HPC has advised us that the addition of storm windows
will be allowed, and we may add them if needed for energy efficiency or to protect the
original windows.

Exterior work: As needed, we will replace exterior siding to match the existing siding.
The siding will be scraped and painted. The gutters, soffits, and downspouts will also be
replaced. Two of the rear windows have original wood shutters, which we believe can
be repaired with epoxy resin.

In summary, our goal is to restore the building, both inside and out, and re-open it as a
general store, which will sell a wide variety of goods. Our store will feature organic and
eco-friendly products, in a historical setting. We hope to bring it back to what it once
was, a focal point of the community. A place where residents can not only shop, but also
gain a better understanding of the history of the store, community, and region.
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The Wilson Store, Oct. 2005
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The Repair o
Historic Wooden Windows

John H. Myers

>>Architectural or Historical Significance
Physical Evaluation

>>Repair Class I: Routine Maintenance
»Repair Class II: Stabilization
>>Repair Class III: Splices and Parts Replacement
>>Weatherization
Window Replacement

»Conclusion
»Additional Reading

A NOTE TO OUR USERS: The web versions of the Preservation Briefs differ somewhat from the printed versions.
Many illustrations are new, captions are simplified, illustrations are typically in color rather than black and white, and
some complex charts have been omitted.

The windows on many historic buildings are an important aspect of the
architectural character of those buildings. Their design, craftsmanship, or other
qualities may make them worthy of preservation. This is self-evident for ornamental
windows, but it can be equally true for warehouses or factories where the windows may
be the most dominant visual element of an otherwise plain building. Evaluating the
significance of these windows and planning for their repair or replacement can be a
complex process involving both objective and subjective considerations. The Secretary
of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and the accompanying guidelines, call for
respecting the significance of original materials and features, repairing and retaining
them wherever possible, and when necessary, replacing them in kind. This Brief is based
on the issues of significance and repair which are implicit in the standards, but the
primary emphasis is on the technical issues of planning for the repair of windows
including evaluation of their physical condition, techniques of repair, and design
considerations when replacement is necessary.

Much of the technical section presents repair techniques as an instructional guide for the
do-it-yourselfer. The information will be useful, however, for the architect, contractor, or
developer on large-scale projects. It presents a methodology for approaching the
evaluation and repair of existing windows, and considerations for replacement, from
which the professional can develop alternatives and specify appropriate materials and
procedures.

Architectural or Historical Significance

http://www.er.nps.gov/hps/tps/bn*efs/brief'09.htm 1 /27/2006
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Evaluating the architectural or historical significance of windows is the first step in
planning for window treatments, and a general understanding of the function and history
of windows is vital to making a proper evaluation. As a part of this evaluation, one must
consider four basic window functions: admitting light to the interior spaces, providing
fresh air and ventilation to the interior, providing a visual link to the outside world, and
enhancing the appearance of a building. No single factor can be disregarded when
planning window treatments; for example, attempting to conserve energy by closing up
or reducing the size of window openings may result in the use of more energy by
increasing electric lighting loads and decreasing passive solar heat gains.
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Windows are frequently important visual
focal points, especially on simple facades
such as this mill building. Replacement of
the multi-pane windows with larger panes
could dramatically alter the appearance of
the building. Photo; NPS files.

Historically, the first windows in early American
houses were casement windows; that is, they
were hinged at the side and opened outward. In
the beginning of the eighteenth century single-
and double-hung windows were introduced.
Subsequently many styles of these vertical
sliding sash windows have come to be
associated with specific building periods or
architectural styles, and this is an important
consideration in determining the significance of
windows, especially on a local or regional basis.
Site-specific, regionally oriented architectural
comparisons should be made to determine the
significance of windows in question. Although
such comparisons may focus on specific window
types and their details, the ultimate
determination of significance should be made
within the context of the whole building,
wherein the windows are one architectural
element.

After all of the factors have been evaluated, windows should be considered
significant to a building if they: 1) are original, 2) reflect the original design intent
for the building, 3) reflect period or regional styles or building practices, 4) reflect
changes to the building resulting from major periods or events, or 5) are examples of
exceptional craftsmanship or design. Once this evaluation of significance has been
completed, it is possible to proceed with planning appropriate treatments, beginning
with an investigation of the physical condition of the windows.

Physical Evaluation

The key to successful planning for window treatments is a careful evaluation of existing
physical conditions on a unit-by-unit basis. A graphic or photographic system may be
devised to record existing conditions and illustrate the scope of any necessary repairs.
Another effective tool is a window schedule which lists all of the parts of each window
unit. Spaces by each part allow notes on existing conditions and repair instructions.
When such a schedule is completed, it indicates the precise tasks to be performed in the
repair of each unit and becomes a part of the specifications. In any evaluation, one
should note at a minimum:

. 1) window location

. 2) condition of the paint

http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tpsibriefs/brief09.htm 1/27/2006



Preservation Brief 9: The Repair of Historic Wooden Windows Page 3 of 11.

. 3) condition of the frame and sill

. 4) condition of the sash (rails, stiles and muntins)

. 5) glazing problems
6) hardware, and
. 7) the overall condition of the window (excellent, fair, poor, and so forth)

Many factors such as poor design, moisture, vandalism, insect attack, and lack of
maintenance can contribute to window deterioration, but moisture is the primary
contributing factor in wooden window decay. All window units should be inspected to see
if water is entering around the edges of the frame and, if so, the joints or seams should
be caulked to eliminate this danger. The glazing putty should be checked for cracked,
loose, or missing sections which allow water to saturate the wood, especially at the
joints. The back putty on the interior side of the pane should also be inspected, because
it creates a seal which prevents condensation from running down into the joinery. The
sill should be examined to insure that it slopes downward away from the building and
allows water to drain off. In addition, it may. be advisable to cut a dripline along the
underside of the sill. This almost invisible treatment will insure proper water runoff,
particularly if the bottom of the sill is flat. Any conditions, including poor original design,
which permit water to come in contact with the wood or to puddle on the sill must be
corrected as they contribute to deterioration of the window.

One clue to the location of areas of excessive
moisture is the condition of the paint; therefore,
each window should be examined for areas of
paint failure. Since excessive moisture is
detrimental to the paint bond, areas of paint
blistering, cracking, flaking, and peeling usually
identify points of water penetration, moisture
saturation, and potential deterioration. Failure of
the paint should not, however, be mistakenly
interpreted as a sign that the wood is in poor
condition and hence, irreparable. Wood is
frequently in sound physical condition beneath
unsightly paint. After noting areas of paint
failure, the next step is to inspect the condition
of the wood, particularly at the points identified
during the paint examination.

:...... ....

Deterioration of poorly maintained windows
usually begins on horizontal surfaces and at
joints, where water can collect and saturate
the wood. Photo: NPS files.

Each window should be examined for operational soundness beginning with the lower
portions of the frame and sash. Exterior rainwater and interior condensation can flow
downward along the window, entering and collecting at points where the flow is blocked.
The sill, joints between the sill and jamb, corners of the bottom rails and muntin joints
are typical points where water collects and deterioration begins. The operation of the
window (continuous opening and closing over the years and seasonal temperature
changes) weakens the joints, causing movement and slight separation. This process
makes the joints more vulnerable to water which is readily absorbed into the endgrain of
the wood. If severe deterioration exists in these areas, it will usually be apparent on
visual inspection, but other less severely deteriorated areas of the wood may, be tested
by two traditional methods using a small ice pick.

An ice pick or an awl may be used to test wood for soundness. The technique is simply
to jab the pick into a wetted wood surface at an angle and pry up a small section of the
wood. Sound wood will separate in long fibrous splinters, but decayed wood will lift up in
short irregular pieces due to the breakdown of fiber strength.

http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tpsibriefs/brief'09.htm 1/27/2006
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Another method of testing for soundness consists of pushing a sharp object into the
wood, perpendicular to the surface. If deterioration has begun from the hidden side of a
member and the core is badly decayed, the visible surface may appear to be sound
wood. Pressure on the probe can force it through an apparently sound skin to penetrate
deeply into decayed wood. This technique is especially useful for checking sills where
visual access to the underside is restricted.

Following the inspection and analysis of the results, the scope of the necessary repairs
will be evident and a plan for the rehabilitation can be formulated. Generally the actions
necessary to return a window to "like new" condition will fall into three broad categories:
I) routine maintenance procedures, 2) structural stabilization, and 3) parts
replacement. These categories will be discussed in the following sections and will be
referred to respectively as Repair Class I, Repair Class II, and Repair Class III.
Each successive repair class represents an increasing level of difficulty, expense, and
work time. Note that most of the points mentioned in Repair Class I are routine
maintenance items and should be provided in a regular maintenance program for any
building. The neglect of these routine items can contribute to many common window
problems.

Before undertaking any of the repairs mentioned in the following sections all sources of
moisture penetration should be identified and eliminated, and all existing decay fungi
destroyed in order to arrest the deterioration process. Many commercially available
fungicides and wood preservatives are toxic, so it is extremely important to follow the
manufacturer's recommendations for application, and store all chemical materials away
from children and animals. After fungicidal and preservative treatment the windows may
be stabilized, retained, and restored with every expectation for a long service life.

Repair Class I: Routine Maintenance

Repairs to wooden windows are usually labor intensive and
relatively uncomplicated. On small scale projects this i
allows the do-it-yourselfer to save money by repairing all
or part of the windows. On larger projects it presents the k ,
opportunity for time and money which might otherwise be
spent on the removal and replacement of existing windows, s
to be spent on repairs, subsequently saving all or part of
the material cost of new window units. Regardless of the ' 

t

actual costs, or who performs the work, the evaluation F:.R
process described earlier will provide the knowledge from
which to specify an appropriate work program, establish
the work element priorities, and identify the level of skill
needed by the labor force. -r--- -- '~

This historic double-hung
The routine maintenance required window has many layers of
to upgrade a window to "like new" paint, some cracked and

condition normally includes the missing putty, slight separation

followingsteps: 1 some degree 
at the joints, broken sash

P ) g cords, and one cracked pane.
of interior and exterior paint Photo: NPS files.

removal, 2) removal and repair of
sash (including reglazing where necessary), 3) repairs to the
frame, 4) weatherstripping and reinstallation of the sash, and
5) repainting. These operations are illustrated for a typical

01)
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double-hung wooden window, but they may be adapted to
other window types and styles as applicable.

Historic windows have usually acquired many layers of paint
over time. Removal of excess layers or peeling and flaking
paint will facilitate operation of the window and restore the
clarity of the original detailing. Some degree of paint removal is
also necessary as a first step in the proper surface preparation
for subsequent refinishing (if paint color analysis is desired, it
should be conducted prior to the onset of the paint removal).
There are several safe and effective techniques for removing
paint from wood, depending on the amount of paint to be
removed.

ATxer removing pant rrom paint removal should '
the seam between the 

m be on the interior 
v,

interior stop and the g
jamb, the stop can be frames, being careful
pried out and gradually to remove the paintt.
worked loose using a pair 66~ 
of putty knives as shown. from the interior stop

Photo: NPS files. and the parting bead,
particularly along the

seam where these stops meet the jamb. This
can be accomplished by running a utility knife
along the length of the seam, breaking they ~.
paint bond. It will then be much easier to Sash can be removed and repaired in a
remove the stop, the parting bead and the convenient work area. Paint is being removed

sash. The interior stop may be initially loosened from this sash with a hot air gun. Photo: NPS

from the sash side to avoid visible scarring of 
files.

the wood and then gradually pried loose using a pair of putty knives, working up and
down the stop in small increments. With the stop removed, the lower or interior sash
may be withdrawn. The sash cords should be detached from the sides of the sash and
their ends may be pinned with a nail or tied in a knot to prevent them from falling into
the weight pocket.

Removal of the upper sash on double-hung units is similar but the parting bead which
holds it in place is set into a groove in the center of the stile and is thinner and more
delicate than the interior stop. After removing any paint along the seam, the parting
bead should be carefully pried out and worked free in the same manner as the interior
stop. The upper sash can be removed in the same manner as the lower one and both
sash taken to a convenient work area (in order to remove the sash the interior stop and
parting bead need only be removed from one side of the window). Window openings can
be covered with polyethylene sheets or plywood sheathing while the sash are out for
repair.

The sash can be stripped of paint using appropriate techniques, but if any heat
treatment is used, the glass should be removed or protected from the sudden
temperature change which can cause breakage. An overlay of aluminum foil on gypsum
board or asbestos can protect the glass from such rapid temperature change. It is
important to protect the glass because it may be historic and often adds character to the
window. Deteriorated putty should be removed manually, taking care not to damage the
wood along the rabbet. If the glass is to be removed, the glazing points which hold the
glass in place can be extracted and the panes numbered and removed for cleaning and
reuse in the same openings. With the glass panes out, the remaining putty can be
removed and the sash can be sanded, patched, and primed with a preservative primer.
Hardened putty in the rabbets may be softened by heating with a soldering iron at the

http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief09.htm 1/27/2006
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point of removal. Putty remaining on the glass may be softened by soaking the panes in
linseed oil, and then removed with less risk of breaking the glass. Before reinstalling the
glass, a bead of glazing compound or linseed oil putty should be laid around the rabbet
to cushion and seal the glass. Glazing compound should only be used on wood which has
been brushed with linseed oil and primed with an oil based primer or paint. The pane is
then pressed into place and the glazing points are pushed into the wood around the
perimeter of the pane.

The final glazing compound or putty is applied and beveled to complete the seal. The
sash can be refinished as desired on the inside and painted on the outside as soon as a
"skin" has formed on the putty, usually in 2 or 3 days. Exterior paint should cover the
beveled glazing compound or putty and lap over onto the glass slightly to complete a
weather-tight seal. After the proper curing times have elapsed for paint and putty, the
sash will be ready for reinstallation.

While the sash are out of the frame, the condition of the wood in the jamb and sill can
be evaluated. Repair and refinishing of the frame may proceed concurrently with repairs
to the sash, taking advantage of the curing times for the paints and putty used on the
sash. One of the most common work items is the replacement of the sash cords with
new rope cords or with chains. The weight pocket is frequently accessible through a door
on the face of the frame near the sill, but if no door exists, the trim on the interior face
may be removed for access. Sash weights may be increased for easier window operation
by elderly or handicapped persons. Additional repairs to the frame and sash may include
consolidation or replacement of deteriorated wood. Techniques for these repairs are
discussed in the following sections.

The operations just discussed summarize the efforts necessary to
restore a window with minor deterioration to "like new" condition.

~? The techniques can be applied by an unskilled person with
minimal training and experience. To demonstrate the practicality
of this approach, and photograph it, a Technical Preservation
Services staff member repaired a wooden double-hung, two over
two window which had been in service over ninety years. The
wood was structurally sound but the window had one broken
pane, many layers of paint, broken sash cords and inadequate,
worn-out weatherstripping. The staff member found that the
frame could be stripped of paint and the sash removed quite
easily. Paint, putty and glass removal required about one hour for
each sash, and the reglazing of both sash was accomplished in
about one hour. Weatherstripping of the sash and frame,

Following the replacement of the sash cords and reinstallation of the sash,
relatively simple parting bead, and stop required an hour and a half. These times
repairs, the window is
weathertight, like new refer only to individual operations; the entire process took several
in appearance, and . days due to the drying and curing times for putty, primer, and
serviceable for many paint, however, work on other window units could have been in
years le come.Pnoto:
IVPs files. ro ress during these la times.P 9 9 9

Repair Class II: Stabilization

The preceding description of a window repair job focused on a unit which was
operationally sound. Many windows will show some additional degree of physical
deterioration, especially in the vulnerable areas mentioned earlier, but even badly

http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief09.htm 1/27/200
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damaged windows can be repaired using simple processes. Partially decayed wood can
be waterproofed, patched, built-up, or consolidated and then painted to achieve a sound
condition, good appearance, and greatly extended life. Three techniques for repairing
partially decayed or weathered wood are discussed in this section, and all three can be
accomplished using products available at most hardware stores.

One established technique for repairing wood which is split, checked or shows signs of
rot, is to: 1) dry the wood, 2) treat decayed areas with a fungicide, 3) waterproof with
two or three applications of boiled linseed oil (applications every 24 hours), 4) fill cracks
and holes with putty, and 5) after a "skin" forms on the putty, paint the surface. Care
should be taken with the use of fungicide which is toxic. Follow the manufacturers'
directions and use only on areas which will be painted. When using any technique of
building up or patching a flat surface, the finished surface should be sloped slightly to
carry water away from the window and not allow it to puddle. Caulking of the joints
between the sill and the jamb will help reduce further water penetration.

When sills or other members exhibit surface
weathering they may also be built-up using wood
putties or homemade mixtures such as sawdust
and resorcinol glue, or whiting and varnish. These
mixtures can be built up in successive layers, then
sanded, primed, and painted. The same caution
about proper slope for flat surfaces applies to this
technique.

Wood may also be strengthened and stabilized by
consolidation, using semirigid epoxies which

This illustrates a two-part expoxy saturate the porous decayed wood and then
patching compound used to fill the harden. The surface of the consolidated wood can
surface of a weathered sill and rebuild
the missing edge. When the epoxy then be filled with a semirigid epoxy patching
cures, it can be sanded smooth and compound, sanded and painted. Epoxy patching
painted to achieve a durable and compounds can be used to build up missing
waterproof repair. Photo: NPS files.

sections or decayed ends of members. Profiles can
be duplicated using hand molds, which are created by pressing a ball of patching
compound over a sound section of the profile which has been rubbed with butcher's wax.
This can be a very efficient technique where there are many typical repairs to be done.
The process has been widely used and proven in marine applications; and proprietary
products are available at hardware and marine supply stores. Although epoxy materials
may be comparatively expensive, they hold the promise of being among the most
durable and long lasting materials available for wood repair. More information on
epoxies can be found in the publication "Epoxies for Wood Repairs in Historic Buildings,"
cited in the bibliography.

Any of the three techniques discussed can stabilize and restore the appearance of the
window unit. There are times, however, when the degree of deterioration is so advanced
that stabilization is impractical, and the only way to retain some of the original fabric is
to replace damaged parts.

Repair Class III: Splices and Parts Replacement

When parts of the frame or sash are so badly deteriorated that they cannot be stabilized
there are methods which permit the retention of some of the existing or original fabric.

http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief09.htm
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These methods involve replacing the deteriorated parts with new matching pieces, or
splicing new wood into existing members. The techniques require more skill and are
more expensive than any of the previously discussed alternatives. It is necessary to
remove the sash and/or the affected parts of the frame and have a carpenter or
woodworking mill reproduce the damaged or missing parts. Most millwork firms can
duplicate parts, such as muntins, bottom rails, or sills, which can then be incorporated
into the existing window, but it may be necessary to shop around because there are
several factors controlling the practicality of this approach. Some woodworking mills do
not like to repair old sash because nails or other foreign objects in the sash can damage
expensive knives (which cost far more than their profits on small repair jobs); others do
not have cutting knives to duplicate muntin profiles. Some firms prefer to concentrate
on larger jobs with more profit potential, and some may not have a craftsman who can
duplicate the parts. A little searching should locate a firm which will do the job, and at a
reasonable price. If such a firm does not exist locally, there are firms which undertake
this kind of repair and ship nationwide. It is possible, however, for the advanced do-it-
yourselfer or craftsman with a table saw to duplicate moulding profiles using techniques
discussed by Gordie Whittington in "Simplified Methods for Reproducing Wood
Mouldings," Bulletin of the Association for Preservation Technology, Vol. III, No. 4, 1971,
or illustrated more recently in The Old House, Time-Life Books, Alexandria, Virginia,
1979.

The repairs discussed in this section involve window frames which may be in very
deteriorated condition, possibly requiring removal; therefore, caution is in order. The
actual construction of wooden window frames and sash is not complicated. Pegged
mortise and tenon units can be disassembled easily, if the units are out of the building.
The installation or connection of some frames to the surrounding structure, especially
masonry walls, can complicate the work immeasurably, and may even require
dismantling of the wall. It may be useful, therefore, to take the following approach to
frame repair: 1) conduct regular maintenance of sound frames to achieve the longest
life possible, 2) make necessary repairs in place, wherever possible, using stabilization
and splicing techniques, and 3) if removal is necessary, thoroughly investigate the
structural detailing and seek appropriate professional consultation.

Another alternative may be considered if parts replacement is required, and that is sash
replacement. If extensive replacement of parts is necessary and the job becomes
prohibitively expensive it may be more practical to purchase new sash which can be
installed into the existing frames. Such sash are available as exact custom
reproductions, reasonable facsimiles (custom windows with similar profiles), and
contemporary wooden sash which are similar in appearance. There are companies which
still manufacture high quality wooden sash which would duplicate most historic sash. A
few calls to local building suppliers may provide a source of appropriate replacement
sash, but if not, check with local historical associations, the state historic preservation
office, or preservation related magazines and supply catalogs for information.

If a rehabilitation project has a large number of windows such as a commercial building
or an industrial complex, there may be less of a problem arriving at a solution. Once the
evaluation of the windows is completed and the scope of the work is known, there may
be a potential economy of scale. Woodworking mills may be interested in the work from
a large project; new sash in volume may be considerably less expensive per unit; crews
can be assembled and trained on site to perform all of the window repairs; and a few
extensive repairs can be absorbed (without undue burden) into the total budget for a
large number of sound windows. While it may be expensive for the average historic
home owner to pay seventy dollars or more for a mill to grind a custom knife to
duplicate four or five bad muntins, that cost becomes negligible on large commercial
projects which may have several hundred windows.

http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/briefD9.htm 1/27/2006



Preservation Brief 9: The Repair of Historic Wooden Windows Page 9 of 11

Most windows should not require the extensive repairs discussed in this section. The
ones which do are usually in buildings which have been abandoned for long periods or
have totally lacked maintenance for years. It is necessary to thoroughly investigate the
alternatives for windows which do require extensive repairs to arrive at a solution which
retains historic significance and is also economically feasible. Even for projects requiring
repairs identified in this section, if the percentage of parts replacement per window is
low, or the number of windows requiring repair is small, repair can still be a cost
effective solution.

Weatherization

A window which is repaired should be made as energy efficient as possible by the use of
appropriate weatherstripping to reduce air infiltration. A wide variety of products are
available to assist in this task. Felt may be fastened to the top, bottom, and meeting
rails, but may have the disadvantage of absorbing and holding moisture, particularly at
the bottom rail. Rolled vinyl strips may also be tacked into place in appropriate locations
to reduce infiltration. Metal strips or new plastic spring strips may be used on the rails
and, if space permits, in the channels between the sash and jamb. Weatherstripping is a
historic treatment, but old weatherstripping (felt) is not likely to perform very
satisfactorily. Appropriate contemporary weatherstripping should be considered an
integral part of the repair process for windows. The use of sash locks installed on the
meeting rail will insure that the sash are kept tightly closed so that the weatherstripping
will function more effectively to reduce infiltration. Although such locks will not always
be historically accurate, they will usually be viewed as an acceptable contemporary
modification in the interest of improved thermal performance.

Many styles of storm windows are available to improve the thermal performance of
existing windows. The use of exterior storm windows should be investigated whenever
feasible because they are thermally efficient, cost-effective, reversible, and allow the
retention of original windows (see "Preservation Briefs: 3"). Storm window frames may
be made of wood, aluminum, vinyl, or plastic; however, the use of unfinished aluminum
storms should be avoided. The visual impact of storms may be minimized by selecting
colors which match existing trim color. Arched top storms are available for windows with
special shapes. Although interior storm windows appear to offer an attractive option for
achieving double glazing with minimal visual impact, the potential for damaging
condensation problems must be addressed. Moisture which becomes trapped between
the layers of glazing can condense on the colder, outer prime window, potentially
leading to deterioration. The correct approach to using interior storms is to create a seal
on the interior storm while allowing some ventilation around the prime window. In actual
practice, the creation of such a durable, airtight seal is difficult.

Window Replacement

Although the retention of original or existing windows is always desirable and this Brief
is intended to encourage that goal, there is a point when the condition of a window may
clearly indicate replacement. The decision process for selecting replacement windows
should not begin with a survey of contemporary window products which are available as
replacements, but should begin with a look at the windows which are being replaced.
Attempt to understand the contribution of the window(s) to the appearance of the
facade including: i) the pattern of the openings and their size; 2) proportions of the

http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief09.htm 1/27/2006
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frame and sash; 3) configuration of window panes; 4) muntin profiles; 5) type of wood;
6) paint color; 7) characteristics of the glass; and 8) associated details such as arched
tops, hoods, or other decorative elements. Develop an understanding of how the window
reflects the period, style, or regional characteristics of the building, or represents
technological development.

Armed with an awareness of the significance of the existing window, begin to search for
a replacement which retains as much of the character of the historic window as possible.
There are many sources of suitable new windows. Continue looking until an acceptable
replacement can be found. Check building supply firms, local woodworking mills,
carpenters, preservation oriented magazines, or catalogs or suppliers of old building
materials, for product information. Local historical associations and state historic
preservation offices may be good sources of information on products which have been
used successfully in preservation projects.

Consider energy efficiency as one of the factors for replacements, but do not let it
dominate the issue. Energy conservation is no excuse for the wholesale destruction of
historic windows which can be made thermally efficient by historically and aesthetically
acceptable means. In fact, a historic wooden window with a high quality storm window
added should thermally outperform a new double-glazed metal window which does not
have thermal breaks (insulation between the inner and outer frames intended to break
the path of heat flow). This occurs because the wood has far better insulating value than
the metal, and in addition many historic windows have high ratios of wood to glass, thus
reducing the area of highest heat transfer. One measure of heat transfer is the U-value,
the number of Btu's per hour transferred through a square foot of material. When
comparing thermal performance, the lower the U-value the better the performance.
According to ASHRAE 1977 Fundamentals, the U-values for single glazed wooden
windows range from 0.88 to 0.99. The addition of a storm window should reduce these
figures to a range of 0.44 to 0.49. A non-thermal break, double-glazed metal window
has a U-value of about 0.6.

Conclusion

Technical Preservation Services recommends the retention and repair of original
windows whenever possible. We believe that the repair and weatherization of existing
wooden windows is more practical than most people realize, and that many windows are
unfortunately replaced because of a lack of awareness of techniques for evaluation,
repair, and weatherization. Wooden windows which are repaired and properly
maintained will have greatly extended service lives while contributing to the historic
character of the building. Thus, an important element of a building's significance will
have been preserved for the future.

Additional Reading

ASHRAE Handbook 1977 Fundamentals. New York: American Society of Heating,
Refrigerating and Air-conditioning Engineers, 1978 (chapter 26).

Ferro, Maximillian. Preservation: Present Pathway to Fall River's Future. Fall River,
Massachusetts: City of Fall River, 1979 (chapter 7).
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available information concerning historic properties. Technical Preservation Services
(TPS), Heritage Preservation Services Division, National Park Service prepares
standards, guidelines, and other educational materials on responsible historic
preservation treatments for a broad public.
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CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760

Date: March 8, 2006
MEMORANDUM

TO: Robert Hubbard, Director

FROM: Michele Oaks, Senior Planner
Historic Preservation Section

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit # 409314 for porch reconstruction and rehabilitation of store

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) reviewed the attached application
for a Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP) at its public hearing on February 08, 2006. This application
was APPROVED with a condition. The condition of approval is:

• The front porch roof in the front of the post office will be re-designed so that the roof covers the
entire surface area of the decking.

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED AND CONDITIONAL UPON
ADHERENCE TO THE PROPOSAL OUTLINED IN THE ABOVE APPROVED HISTORIC AREA
WORK PERMIT (HAWP).

Applicant: Nicole Lewis

Address: 23341 Frederick Road, Clarksburg (Clarksburg Historic District)

This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that, after issuance of the Montgomery County
Department of Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the applicant will contact the Historic Preservation
Office if they propose to make any alterations to the approve plans.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD, 8787 GEORGIA AVENUE, SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20910
W W W. M NCPPC.ORG
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PRESERVATION76 HISTORIC  COMMISSION
301/563-3400

APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA 'It11ORK PERMIT
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Address: /~) 30 V~t/'(~'~`~-- L - il`-_

Contractor Registration No.:

Agent for Owner:

Phone No.: ) ~ C J ~ / -)- .~ -3 7

Daytime Phone No.:

LOC f N f UI 1 MISE

House Number: / Street _~{~~GL r ~—G C- ~~ (`
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Town/City: ~' t Nearest Cross Street:

Lot: 
U 

Black:

// 

Subdivision:

Ubev 3 6 ( FoliJa (0 Parcot:

PART  ONE: YYPt OF PERM ACTION D USE

IA. 9jLSCK AL APP iCA Lk. CHECK ALL APPMABLE:

Q Construct Q Extend /%-V ANer/Renovate l] AlC Q Stab Q Room Addition 'W Parch © Deck © Shed

0 Move Cl Install

I_l Revision Q Repair

19. Construction cost estimate: $

Q Solar C3 fireplace 13 Woodbuming Stove 
/~ 

,tQ Single Family

Q FeruelWaNleornpleteSection4j $i Rater: /'7PA

-I-APA 
0///~a~~n~-- 

rirly 
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1 C. It this is a revision of a previously approved active permit, see Permit # LLO 0 7 l ~r f(7 
/ 
A

PAR O: COMP ETE FOR NEW CO . S RUCTION AND ?(TEND AD ITIONS

2A. Type of sewage disposal: 01 Q WSSC 02 Q Septic 03 Q Other.

28. Type of water supply: of Q WSSC 02 © Well 03 © Other:

O WrecWaze

0 Revocable

WS

PART 7 REE: C P TE OY F69 FENCURETAININ6 WALL

3A. Height _feel inches

38. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations:

Q On patty line/property line © Entirely on land of owner Q On public right of way/easement

I hereby certify that t have the authority to make the foregoing application that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with plans
approved by all agencies listed and I hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

c

Signature of mmvf yr auttrorired agent Date

Disapproved:

ApplicationlPermit No.:

Edit 6nl/99 SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS

Commission

issued:



THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED AND THE
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS, MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION.

t WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

a. Description of existing structuro(s) and environmemal setting, including their historical features end significance:

b. General description of project and its effect on the historic resource(s), the environmental setting, and, where applicable, the historic district:

,r--M PLAfi

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plot. Your site plan must include:

a. the state, north arrow,, and date;

It. dimensions of all existing and proposed structures; and

c. site features such as walkways, driveways, fences, ponds, streams, hash dumpsters, mechanical equipment and landscaping.

VIf 
PLANS AND ELEVATIONS

You must submit 2 copies of plans and elevations in a for at no larger than I V x 17'. Plans on 8 1/7' It 11' poet are preferred

a. Schematic construction plans, with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of walls, window and door openings, and other
fixed features of both the existing resources) and the proposed work.

b. Elevations (facades), with marked dimensions, clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing construction and, when appropriate, context.
All materials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must be noted on the elevations drawings. An existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each
facade affected by the proposed work is required.

✓4, MATERI LS SPECIFkCATfONS / /1 ~~ 1--L'~ \ P /J  p;-~ L

General description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the project this information may be included on your
design drawings.

PHOTOGRAPHS ~~ h~~~._~
a. Clearly labeled photographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including detells.of the affected portions. All labels should be placed on the

front of photographs.

b. Clearly label photographic prints of the resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and of the adjoining properties. An labels should be placed on
the front of photographs.

&. TREE SURVEY 
0 

a n r~~

11 you are proposing constr 1 vu pact n lnt to or within :he tzicirne of any tree V or larger in diameter (at approximately 4 feet above the ground), You
must file an accurate tree survey identifying the sire, location, and species of each tree of at least that dimension.

ADDRESSES OF ADJACENT AND CONFRONTING PROPERTY OWNER (V) V ̀ , FW* ( ~- lvp-eA~' ~
For ALL projects, provide an accurate list of adjacent and conhanting property owners (not tenants), including names, addresses, and zip codes. This list
should include the owners of all lots or parcels which adjoin the cartel in question, as well as the owner(s) of lots) or parcel(sj which fie directly across
the street/highway from the parcel in question. You can ottain dtis information from the Department of Assessments and Taxation, 51 Monroe Street,
Rockville, 901/279•1355).

PLEASE PRINT (IN SWE OR OLACX INX) OR TYPE THIS INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.



Foundation: The foundation is a mix of original fieldstone, poured concrete, and
concrete block. It is severely decayed and crumbling in several sections. Repairs over
the years appear to have been made by pouring concrete along side the foundation walls
as some sort of bracing. The sill plate has completely decayed along both the south and
north sides of the structure, causing the building to slip off the foundation and bow out,
especially on the south side.

To begin this process, the building will be lifted with shoring from the inside. The
entire old foundation will be removed, and rebuilt to modern code. The structure will
then be reset on the new foundation. The stones from the original foundation will be used
to "dress" the new foundation on the exterior. Plans for this portion of the work have
been drawn up by a structural engineer, and approved by the Montgomery County HPC
and Department of Permitting Services. The major impact on the structure will be to
assure that it will be sound for another hundred years, and making it once again a
commercially viable general store.

Front Porch: The front porch is poured concrete over rip-rap stone, with two sets of
stairs, one concrete block, and the other poured concrete. The concrete has collapsed on
the northern section of the porch. The porch has a shed roof, supported by four metal
columns. There were originally five, but one has broken off due to the damage on the
porch floor. The building pre-dates the porch, which appears to have been added in the
20th century, and most likely has had at least one concrete resurfacing.

The entire concrete porch will be removed, in part to allow for the replacement of
the building foundation. The porch will be rebuilt in a style typical of an 1840's frontier
building, with wood planking and simple wood posts. The HPC has agreed that this
would be the most appropriate restoration. While no photos of the store exist that show
the original porch, a photo of the Levi Price store, which he owned prior to purchasing
the Wilson Store in 1914, shows a similar front porch. We plan to have the planks, posts,
and wood beams for under the porch milled at a local saw mill, in a "rough hewn" style,
appropriate for the frontier period. The original shed roof of the porch will be repaired.
The steps on the north side of the porch, made from concrete block, most likely added in
the late 1960's, will be removed. The poured concrete steps leading to the front door will
be replaced with wooden steps. The impact of this work will be significant. By
restoring the front porch to a period style, the whole building will visually become a real
trading post and 1800's general store once again.

Roof: The tin roof is at least 40 years old, and of poor quality. Patching repairs done in
the 1970's have ripped off, leaving one big hole, and many small ones.

A new seamed tin roof will be installed over the existing tin roof using a new
system called a "roof hugger". It is comprised of a custom fit series of spacers and
lightweight structural supports which allow for insulation to be placed on top of the old
tin roof, and under the new tin roof. One major advantage is that the old roof does not
have to be tossed in the landfill! For our application, it works very well because we
intend to keep the ceiling on the second floor open, (cathedral style) with exposed beams
and architectural features. (The architectural features of the construction of the building
are part of its history, and we don't want to cover them up!)



will also be repaired and refinished. To make them more serviceable, shelving and new
supports will be added under the counters. The large coal burning pot belly stove will be
disconnected and cleaned, and remain the centerpiece of the entrance to the store. The tin
ceiling is very damaged, ,and will be replaced with a similar style tin ceiling. The
salvageable pieces of the old tm ceiling will e use t ough out the store,'either as the
ceiling to the new entry, or decorative wainscoting.

Stairwell, bathroom, new rear entry. As mentioned, the existing stairs will be replaced
with a new stairwell, constructed to accommodate mechanicals and an ADA approved
WC under it. By building the new stairs with two landings, the stairs will have enough.
height to accommodate both the WC and mechanical closet..One of the rear windows,
located beneath the existing stairs, will be converted to a rear entrance, allowing an ADA
approved entry from the rear parking lot. In addition, the doorway from the main section
of the store to the new rear entrance will be widened to meet ADA requirements, and
make the new entry more a "part" of the store (the new framing will match the style of
the doorway that is there now)

Second Floor. The second floor ceiling will be left open, exposing the structural details
and patina of the old wood. The only original plaster in the building (in the room above
the main portion of the store) will be left intact wherever possible. The remaining walls
will be plastered to match, using an eco-friendly authentic clay plaster. No alterations to
the interior walls of the space will be made. One wall (at the top of the stairs) that is
currently just studs will have a half wall added for safety. The existing wood floor will
be cleaned and refinished using a natural oil finish. Ducts for HVAV can, L

Insulation: The entire buildin will need to be, insulated. We will use a soy based spray
application on exterior walls~p °Wic`hodogs not require a vapor barrier. Sheet rock wil be
coated with a natural plaster, which looks very similar to the remnants of the original
plaster that still exist.

Windows: Using an impregnable epoxy resin, we will restore the windows, sills and
framing whenever possible, and rebuild the windows that cannot be restored because they
are missing or beyond repair. HPC has advised us that the addition of storm windows
will be allowed, and we may add them if needed for energy efficiency or to protect the
original windows.

Exterior work: As needed, we will replace exterior siding to match the existing siding.
The siding will be scraped and painted. The gutters, soffits, and downspouts will also be
replaced. Two of the rear windows have original wood shutters, which we believe can
be repaired with epoxy resin.

In summary, our goal is to restore the building, both inside and out, and re-open it as a
general store, which will sell a wide variety of goods. Our store will feature organic and
eco-friendly products, in a historical setting. We hope to bring it back to what it once
was, a focal point of the community. A place where residents can riot only shop, but also
gain a better understanding of the history of the store, community, and region.



Electric, Plumbing, and Mechanical. Currently the building has none of the above. It
was wired at one time, and some of the old wiring (possibly from the 1940's) still exists
but it has been disconnected for 30 years. The original source of heat was the existing
pot-belly stove, which looks to be about 80 years old. There may have been an outhouse,
but there never was a bathroom!

The entire building will need to be wired to bring it to modern code. Because our
goal is to restore not alter the look of the building, we will use a mix of appropriate
fixtures. for lighting, and low voltage ambient lighting, which can be hidden behind or on
top of the existing beams. The mechanical system will also be installed so as not to
disrupt the style of the building. As there has never been any plumbing (water or sewer)
connected to the building, so we will add a small water closet. As the store will be used
as a store once again, we feel it is unnecessary to add more than this. This will also
assure that the character of the building will be as unaltered as is possible to bring it to
code. Currently the WSSC water and sewer mains are located approx. 25 feet from the
rear of the property. We have already contacted WSSC regarding connecting water and
sewer, and Allegheny Power regarding connecting the electric service. Adding in the
sewer, water, and.electric lines are part of the cost of the entire project. Most of the
homes in the historic district are using oil heat, however we are researching the
possibility of connecting to natural gas for the HVAC.

Interior floors: The main level of the building has a floor that consists of several layers
of concrete and packed sand, all in severe disrepair. In some areas, tree roots have done a
great deal of damage. The top layer is very thin, and cracked and buckled through the
entire building. Part of the floor, near the coal bin, is still dirt. On the second floor, the
floors are wide plank wood, most likely pine. They are just in need of some cleaning etc.

The concrete floor will be removed and rebuilt to code with wide plank wood
floor in the main section of the store. The wide plank flooring will be in keeping with the
rough-hewn frontier style, also custom milled at a local saw mill: The new plank floor
will be above a shallow crawl space, with a vapor barrier and crushed stone base. This
space will allow for mechanicals to be run under the floor, vs. building an obvious
bulkhead. A new poured concrete slab will be used in the "post office" section of the
building, including the coal bin/stair well. This is primarily for practical reasons, as the
new entrance, bathroom, and mechanicals will be located where the coal bin currently is
located. The front "post-office" section will be used for organic gardening and eco-
friendly building supplies, and a poured concrete floor will make it more practical.

Interior (main level) shelves, fixtures, ceiling etc: Next to the counter on the left side
of the main portion of the building, are load bearing metal support posts placed along
what was the original wall of the first structure. They support a beam and the original
exterior wall on the second floor (now a room partition). These metal posts will either be
replaced with solid wood posts, or covered with a wood fagade. A symmetrical beam will
be added for structural support to the right side of the first floor, along the existing
counter. The new posts, on the right side of the store, will be wood. The wood posts will
have a rough-hewn, look, keeping with the frontier style. The joists supporting the
second floor will be sistered or replaced as needed, as recommended by our structural
engineer. The original shelving will be repaired and repainted. The original counters



The history of the Willson store and its site dates back to the 1700's. It was here that
John Clarke Sr. and his father William first began trading with Native Americans in tents
and wagons, along the main trail that lead. from Georgetown to Fredrick, referred to as
the "Great Road". John Clarke Jr. had purchased several tracts of land in the area, and
had the town surveyed and divided in to lots for homes and businesses in the early
1790's. The town is named after him, and for many years it was an overnight stagecoach
stop along the road from Georgetown to Fredrick. In the 1800's, it was the first stop for
settlers leaving Georgetown, and heading west through the Cumberland Gap.
Clarke built a trading post on the site of the current store, although there are only
references to it, not to the date of the actual building. However there is record that in
April of 1800 the post office was established in the trading post, with John Clarke serving
as postmaster.
Clarke left the business to his daughter Sarah and her husband, William Willson in his
will dated 1803. An original ledger dated 1817, signed by William Wilson, is stored at
the Montgomery County Historical Society. It not only gives a great peek into the daily
lives of Americans nearly 200 years ago, but also verifies that there was a trading
post/general store in operation prior to the date when the current building was
constructed. Willson is believed to have built the structure that now stands on the site,
dated 1840 by most accounts. Willson operated the store until his retirement in the
1840's, when his son Leonidas took over operation. By the 1870's the store had attracted
other commercial operations to Clarksburg, making it an important merchandising center
for the Upper County. The store not only sold merchandise, but also served as a meeting
place and community center for the town. The heirs of the Clarke/Willson family sold
the store in 1893 to Sarah Sellman. In 1914, it was sold to Levi Price, who had operated
another general store in the area. In 1921, it was sold to the Lewis family, and it operated
as the Lewis/Linthicum general store until the 1970's. After ceasing operations in the
1970's it was used for storage, and has been basically abandoned for nearly 35 years.
Many long-time residents of Clarksburg recall the store being in operation in the mid 20th

century when they were children. The building itself holds many interesting historical
features, as mentioned in the description. Several photos of the store exist from the early
1900's, although historical accounts differ slightly on which photo's are actually of this
structure. One of the most significant photos shows the interior of the store much as it is
today. The store is not only significant because of it's long time importance to the
region, it's ties to the development of America, but the fact that it really is a time capsule.
The alterations made were simple additions, and even those date back to the 19th century.
Clarksburg has many historical connections to the Revolutionary War, and the Civil War,
in part because of its location. The history of the original trading post, all the way from
the tents and wagons to the present is a fascinating glimpse into the timeline of change of
America. It now sits surrounded by new homes, and we believe it is a significant historic
resource that should be preserved for future generations.



The Willson Store is a four bay by three bay two and a half story frame store facing
southwest on Fredrick Road in the locally designated historic district of Clarksburg
Maryland. The building has clapboard siding, mostly Dutch Lap in style, painted a light
green with olive green trim. The front porch is poured concrete over rip-rap stone, with
two sets of stairs, one concrete block, and the other poured concrete. The concrete has
collapsed on the northern section of the porch. The porch has a shed roof, supported by
four metal columns. There were originally five, but one has broken off due to the
damage on the porch floor. The windows are a mix of double hung six-over-six, four-
over-four, and two-over-two: The windows on the first floor are mostly intact, but there
is significant damage to the second floor windows. Two glass and wood paneled doors
(original) lead from the front porch into the main portion of the store, which has intact
original counters, pot-belly stove, display cases, and shelving. A second set of double
doors on the north end of the porch leads to what was once the post office; in the
northwest section of the store. The store was constructed in at least two sections. The
oldest, main section is two and a half stories, with a steep gable roof. Montgomery
County dates this part of the structure to 1840. Beams that have now been uncovered on
the interior of this portion of the store appear to be the remnants of the frame of the
original Clark trading post, circa 1800. The northwest "post-office" section of the
structure is two stories, with a shed roof that has a very shallow, pitch. This date of this
addition is believed to be circa 1860. The structure has begun to slip off the foundation
on the southeast corner. The roof has one very large hole, and many small ones. The
gutters and downspouts have disconnected, causing severe water damage on the siding
beneath the downspouts, especially on the north side of the building. The southeast
corner has sagged due to water damage from the hole in the roof, although an attempt to
repair it was made in the 1970's.

The floor in the main part of the store has several layers of concrete, which have
cracked, heaved and buckled. The tin ceiling has rusted and decayed beyond repair. On
the south side of the building, the shelves that line the wall have collapsed, due to that
wall slipping off the foundation. The post office section of the building has alterations
made in the 1960's by the previous owner, consisting of a raised floor, dropped ceiling
and a dividing wall. Behind this section, are the stairwell and a side door. The stairs to
the second floor are decayed, narrow, and unsafe. The original coal bin is located under
the stairs. This section of the building has a combination of concrete and dirt floor.
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the "Great Road". John Clarke Jr. had purchased several tracts of land in the area, and
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region, it's ties to the development of America, but the fact that it really is a time capsule.
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Clarksburg has many historical connections to the Revolutionary War, and the Civil War,
in part because of its location. The history of the original trading post, all the way from
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