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MONTGomny COuNTY DEPARTMM OF PARK ANU

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL
PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

8787 Georgia Avenue

Silver Spring. Maryland 20910-3760

Date: '

MEMORANDUM

TO: Robert Hubbard, Director
Department of Permitting Services

FROM: Gwen Wright, Coordinator
Historic Preservation

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the attached application
for a Historic Area Work Permit. This application was:

Approved Denied

\-/ Approved with Conditions:

C- Ac,e —4-0

A)  o 0 a

Al
THE BUILDING PERMIT FOAA"~HS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED CONDITIONAL UPON
ADHERENCE TO THE APPROVED HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT (HAWP).

Applicant: i~ 
1 v

Address: V--,n y D-\a'r

• "THE APPLICANT MUST ARRANGE FOR A FIELD INSPECTION BY CALLING
DPS/FIELD SERVICES (217-6240) FIVE DAYS PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF
WORK AIND WITHIN TWO WEEKS FOLLOWING COMPLETION OF WORK.



RETURN TO: Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Development Services and Regulation
250 Hungerford Drive, Rockville, Maryland 20650
(301) 217-6370

Historic Preservation Commission
(301) 495-4570

APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

Manuel Monasi
CONTACT PERSON 

DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO.  
( 301 ) 217-6577 

TAX ACCOUNT  

Montgomery County ( ) same
NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. 

ADDRESS  101 Monroe Street, 9th Fl., 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 

CITY STATE DP CODE

N /A
CONTRACTOR  TELEPHONE NO  (

CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER N/A

) N/A

AGENT FOR OWNER Rummel, Klepper & Kahl Engineers DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO.  
410 ) 728-2900

Rick Adams

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE

HOUSE NUMBER  N/A 

TOWN/CITY  Germantown

Pedestrian Bridge 

MD Rt. 118 from Mateny Hill Road to the southern most

entrance of the new commuter rail parking lot.
STREET

NEAREST CROSS STREET  
Hateny Hill Road

LOT  N/A  BLOCK  N/A  SUBDIVISION  N/A 

N/A N/A N/A
USER FOUO PARCEL 

PART ONE: TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION AND USE

1A. CIRCLE ALL APPLICABLE:

Extend €1;r/RenowTtr)

CIRCLE ALL APPLICABLE: A/C Slab Room Addition

Move Porch Deck Fireplace Shed Solar Woodbuming Stove

Wreck/Raze Install Revocable Revision

18. CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATE  550,000

all (complete Section 4) Single Family Other

1C. IF THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMITS  N/A 

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS

2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 01 ( ) WSSC 02 ( ) SEPTIC 03 ( ) OTHER  N/A 

28. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY 01 ( ) WSSC 02 ( ) WELL 03 ( ) OTHER  
N/A

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL

3A. HEIGHT  —  feel 54 riches

38. INDICATE WHETHER THE FENCE OR RETAINING WALL IS TO BE CONSTRUCTED ON ONE OF THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

On party line/property Ilne Entirely on land of owner On public right of way/easement  

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT I HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO MAKE THE FOREGOING APPLICATION, THAT THE APPUCATION IS CORRECT, AND THAT
THE CONSTRUCTION WILL OMPLY WITH PLANS APPROVED BY ALL AGENCIES USTED AND I HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGE AND ACCEPT THIS
TO EOWDITION FO CE OF THI ERMIT.

June 17, 1998
ig?.Iu ot owner or authonzed4gent Date

APPROVED cry,. 5

DISAPPROVED

APPUCATION/PERMIT NO:

For Ch n, "storic rvation mmission

Si tu 1 — Date

W(7 /2&'1 DATE FILED: DATE ISSUED' 

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS
tr, A



THE FOLLOWINGS MUST BE COMPLETED AND THE REED DOCUMENTS
MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION.

I

WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

a. Description of existing structure(s) and environmental setting, including their historical features and
significance:

St."— 1/41vwcYmeS, 

b. General description of project and its effect on the historic resource(s), the environmental setting, and,
where applicable, the historic district:

%eat. IVINAC.L%* 

SITE PLAN

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your site plan must include:

a. the scale, north arrow, and date;

b. dimensions of all existing and proposed structures; and

c. site features such as walkways, driveways, fences, ponds, streams, trash dumpsters, mechanical
equipment, and landscaping.

PLANS AND ELEVATIONS

You must submit 2 copies of plans and elevations in a format no larger than 11" X 17". Plans on
8 1/2" X 11" paper are preferred. 

a. Schematic construction plans, with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of
walls, window and door openings, and other fixed features of both the existing resource(s) and the
proposed work.

b. Elevations (facades), with marked dimensions, clearly indicating proposed work-in relation to existing
construction and, when appropriate, context. All materials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must
be noted on the elevations drawings. An existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each
facade affected by the proposed work is required.

44: MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS

General description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the
project. This information may be included on your design drawings.

*-'5‹ PHOTOGRAPHS

a. Clearly labeled photographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the
affected portions. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs.

b. Clearly label photographic prints of the resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and of the
adjoining properties. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs.

6. TREE SURVEY

If you are proposing construction adjacent to or within the dripline of any tree 6" or larger in diameter (at
approximately 4 feet above the ground), you must file an accurate tree survey identifying the size, location,
and species of each tree of at least that dimension.

ADDRESSES OF ADJACENT AND CONFRONTING PROPERTY OWNERS

For all projects, provide an accurate list of adjacent and confronting property owners (not tenants), including
names, addresses, and zip codes. This list should include the owners of all lots or parcels which adjoin
the parcel in question, as well as the owner(s) of lot(s) or parcel(s) which lie directly across the
street/highway from the parcel in question. You can obtain this information from the Department of
Assessments and Taxation, 51 Monroe Street, Rockville, (279-1355).

Please print (in blue or black ink) or type this information on the following page. Please stay within the
guides of the template, as this will be photocopied directly onto mailing labels.
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MEMORANDUM

MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PARK AND PLANNING

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL
PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

8787 Georgia Avenue 
Q~

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760 Date: yts

TO: Historic Area Work Permit Applicants

FROM: Gwen Wright, Coordinator
Historic Preservation Secti

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit Application - Approval of Application/Release of
Other Required Permits

Enclosed is a copy of your Historic Area Work Permit application, approved by the Historic
Preservation Commission at its recent meeting, and a transmittal memorandum stating conditions
(if any) of approval.

You may now apply for a county building permit from the Department of Permitting Services
(DPS) at 250 Hungerford Drive, second floor, in Rockville. Please note that although your work
has been approved by the Historic Preservation Commission, it must also be approved by DPS
before work can begin.

When you file for vour building permit at DPS. you must take with you the enclosed forms. as
well as the Historic Area Work Permit that will be mailed to you directly from DPS. These forms
are proof that the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed your project. For further
information about filing procedures or materials for your county building permit review, please
call DPS at 301-217-6370.

If your project changes in any way from the approved plans, either before you apply for your
building permit or even after the work has begun, please contact the Historic Preservation
Commission staff at 301-563-3400.

Please also note that you must arrange for a field inspection for conformance with your approved
HAWP plans. Please inform DPS/Field Services at 301-217-6240 of your anticipated work
schedule.

Thank you very much for your patience and good luck with your project!
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PARK AND PLANNING

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL
PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

8787 Georgia Avenue

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760 .

MEMORANDUM

DATE:

TO: Local Advisory Panel/Town Government

FROM: Historic Preservation Section, M-NCPPC

Robin D. Ziek, Historic Preservation Planner
Perry Kephart, Historic Preservation Planne

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit Application - HPC Decision

The Historic Preservation Commission reviewed this project on
A copy of the HPC decision is enclosed for your information.

--I- S 'C16

Thank you for providing your comments to the HPC. Community involvement is a key
component of historic preservation in Montgomery County. If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to call this office at (301) 563-3400.

Glwpuaphawp.ltr



flowering trees to match0existing trees at the parking lot to the notest is proposed to
achieve symmetry. Shade trees to match the alee on the north side of the bridge will flank the
brick pedestrian walk on the south side of the bridge.

The existing plantings at the base of the existing curved retaining wall are to be removed and
replaced with appropriate materials to visually enhance the appearance of the wall, the MARC
Station and parking lot.

Bollards

Bollards are proposed to eliminate vehicular traffic from entering at either end of the approaches
to the pedestrian bridge. The bollards will be of steel construction with a powder coated finish
and removable to accommodate both emergency vehicle and utility access. Color and specific
style to be determined.

Parapet

"Custom Rock" Rustic Ashlar Pattern or equivalent.

Addresses of Adjacent Property Owners

Mount Clare Properties
1700 One James Center
Richmond, VA 23219

CSX Transportation, Inc.
Design Construction Engineering Divisions
500 Water Street, 10th Floor
Jacksonville, Florida 32202

Raymond J. Howard
19215 Blunt Avenue
Germantown, MD 20874

Curtis L. Benesh
19330 Germantown Road
Germantown, MD 20874

Robert M. Aldiol
16710 River Road
Poolesville, MD 20837

Mr. Manuel Monasi
Montgomery County Department
Executive Office Building
101 Monroe Street, 9th Floor
Rockville, MD 20850

Mr. Kurt Miller
RK&K Engineers
81 Mosher Street
Baltimore, MD 21217

GXP ROJEC TS1195-51-51HPC. WPD

Rummel, Klepper & Kahl, LLP
Consulting Engineers
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Address. Route 118 at Mateny Hill Road,

Resource: Germantown Hi c istrict

c 
C

tJ ase Number: 19/13-98A

Public Notice: 06/24/98

Applicant: Montgomery County, Manuel Monasi
(Rick Adams, Agent)

PROPOSAL: Bridge Modification

11

Meeting Date: Oi/08/98
\'
_ b

Review: HAWP
V~

Tax Credit: None

Report Date: 07/01/98

Staff: Perry Kephart

RECD IIWEND: Approve
With Conditions

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: N/A
"

SIGNIFICANCE: Adjacent to the Germantown HistoricDist District

DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND

As part of the relocation of MD 118, the existing vehicular bridge over the historic
Metropolitan Railroad line is being converted to a pedestrian/cycle bridge linking the Germantown
Historic District to the individual Master Plan sites on the opposite (north) side of the tracks.

PROPOSAL

As described in the attached booklet, page2 - 4, Project Description, the applicant
proposes to rehabilitate the existing bridge superstructure and substructure and to modify the
paving, lighting and adjacent landscape. Also proposed are improvements to Mateny Hill Road,
including a concrete sidewalk on the north side, resurfacing of the roadway, and replacement of
the curb gutter and sidewalk on the west side.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The Germantown Historical Society has reviewed the proposed project and made a
number of suggestions in the interests of integrating the new structure into the Victorian style that
is prevalent in this historic district.

Staff would concur with their suggestions for the most part. An urban pedestrian bridge
next to a historic district that was a rural industrial complex is somewhat challenging. There is a
tendency to create a design reminiscent of Haussmann in an area where functionality was most



important, and simplicity of line is important. The bridge, in staffs opinion, must be clearly
differentiated as a contemporary addition while remaining compatible with its Victorian
surroundings.

At a preliminary staff meeting with the applicant, the allee of trees at either end of the
bridge was encouraged as a sheltered parklike setting in contrast with the open bridge span. If the
enclosed' space is seen as a potentially hazardous area, this should be discussed with the applicant
at the meeting. The use of bosky retreats is, however, in keeping with Victorian urban streetscape
design.

Staff would suggest that the signage that has been included only conceptually in the
project be brought to the HPC at a later date for specific design review.

The use of vinyl clad aluminum for the railings should also be discussed with the applicant
if the use of cast iron or wrought iron is feasible. It is staffs understanding that maintenance and
safety issues led to the present choice of material.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission approve with conditions the HAWP application
as being consistent with Chapter 24A-8(b)2:

The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site, or the historic district in which an historic
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this
chapter,

and with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation #10:

New additions and adjacent.or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a
manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired,

with the conditions:

The bollards be in the traditional inverted cannon design.

2. The specific sign design and location is to be reviewed as a separate
HAWP, or a later revision of this HAWP.

and with the general conditions applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant
will provide a permit set of drawings to the HPC staff to be stamped as approved and will arrange
for a field inspection by calling the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services
(DPS), Field Services Office, five days prior to commencement of work and within two weeks
following completion of work.



APPLICATION*OR 0
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

CONTACT PERSON 
tanuel "_!onasi

DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. ( 
301) 217-6577

TAX ACCOUNT is

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER 
Montgomery County DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. ( ) same

ADDRESS 101 `-'.onroe Street, 9th F1. , Rockville, 
Maryland 20850

Cfry STATE Zr CODE

CONTRACTOR 
N/A 

TELEPHONE NO:

CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER 
N
/A

AGENT FOR OWNER Rummel, Klepper & Kahl Engineers DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. (410 ) 723-2900

Rick Adams

Pedestrian triage
LOCATION OF BUILDINGIPREMISE 'ID ^t. 118 from ̀ 'atenv Hill Road to the southern most

N/A entrance of the new commuter rail parking lot.
HOUSE NUMBER STREET

TOWN/CITY Germantown NEAREST CROSS STREET 
:iateny Hill Road

LOT N/A BLOCK `'/A SUBDIVISION y/A

USER
N/A N/A v/A N/A

PARCEL 

PART ONE: TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION AND USE

1A. CIRCLE ALL APPLICABLE:

onstruct Extend Iter/Renovate Repair Move

Wreck/Raze Install Revocable Revision

CIRCLE ALL APPLICABLE: A/C Slab Room Addition

Porch Deck Fireplace Shed Solar

Fenc all (complete Section 4) Single Family Other

1B. CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATES 550,000

1C. IF THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE P€RMIT %T/A

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS

2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 01 ( ) WSSC 02 ( ) SEPTIC 03 ( ) OTHER N /A

2B. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY 01 ( ) WSSC 02 ( ) WELL 03 ( ) OTHER 
VA

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL

3A. HEIGHT 
1 

feet 54 ~nchas

Woodburning Stove

3B. INDICATE WHETHER THE FENCE OR RETAINING WALL IS TO BE CONSTRUCTED ON ONE OF THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

On party line/property line Entirely on land of owner On public right of way/eseef mIl

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT 1 HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO AMA!(E THE FOREGOING APPLICATION, THAT THE APPUCA110H IS CORRECT, AND THAT
THE CONSTRUCTION WILL COMPLY 

rC
PLANS A PROVED BY ALL AGENCIES LISTED AND I HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGE AND ACCEPT THIS

TOE y~ONDI FO E  OF TH ERMIT.

C June 17 1198
SigriaVu-te of owner or aut1wrizodboont unto

APPROVED For Chairperson, Historic Preservation Commission

DISAPPROVED Sianature n.t. (~~ )



mu5 i ACCOMPANY THIS APPUCANN.

t . WRITTEN DESCRIPTIO&F PROJECT
4

a. Description of existing structure(s) and environmental setting, including their historical features and
significance:

b. General description of project and its effect on the historic resource(s), the environmental setting, and,
where applicable, the historic district:

SITE PLAN

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your site plan must include

a. the scale, north arrow, and date;

b. dimensions of all existing and proposed structures, and

c. site features such as walkways, driveways, fences, ponds, streams, trash dumpsters, mechanical
equipment, and landscaping.

PLANS AND ELEVATIONS

You must submit 2 copies of plans and elevations in a format no larger than 11" X 17". Plans_ on
$ 1/2" X 11" paper are preferred.

a. Schematic construction plans, with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of
walls, window and door openings, and other fixed features of both the existing resource(s) and the
proposed work.

b. Elevations (facades), with marked dimensions, clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing
construction and, when appropriate, context. All materials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must
be noted on the elevations drawings. An existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each

facade affected by the proposed work Is required.

MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS

General description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the
project. This information may be included on your design drawings.

-.5. PHOTOGRAPHS

a. Clearly labeled photographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the
affected portions. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs.

b. Clearly label photographic prints of the resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and of the
adjoining properties. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs.

~. TREE SURVEY

It you are proposing construction adjacent to or within the dripline of any tree 6" or larger in diameter (at`T

approximately 4 feet above the around), you must file an accurate trop -
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Comprehensive Amendment
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for Germantown
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G cty

P.O. Box 475

Germantown, M.D. 20875

Germantown Bank

Montgomery County Historic Preservation
8787 Georgia Ave.
Silver Spring, MD ?0910-3760

Dear Commissioners:

Germantown Train Station
;n i ooa

The Germantown Historical Society has some concerns about the proposed Historic Area Work Permit for the pedestrian
bridge over the railroad in Ge«.antow•n (HPC case No. 19;13-98A). These involve the design of the bridge, the
landscaping, signage, and the impact on the Historic District and possible impact on two uninventotied historic sites.The
plan was discussed by the Board on June 29, 1998.

The railings on the bridge should not be vinyl clad aluminum. We suggest that they be wrought iron painted black.
If this is not affordable, then cast iron painted black would be acceptable. —

The parapet veneer should resemble the native quartzite--not granite or yellow stone.

3. The bollards should resemble inverted cannons. 
C 

`

4. The north side of the bridge should not be "an alee of trees... creating a gateway..." The Historic area encompasses
both sides of the bridge, as did the original town. The approach to the bridge should not be a "gateway," but a
bridge between the two historic areas. We suggest a single line of trees as on the other side of the bridge. with the
rest of the area planted in low shrubs and flowers.

5. All landscaping plants and trees should be what would have been in a Victorian garden.

The sign should not be like the one for the Liberty Mill, but a large sign announcing the Historic District, ie:
"Germantown Historic District, 1873-1930." It should be placed as far to the east as possible so that it would give
the impression that it includes both sides of the bridge.

Uninventoried Historic Sites (marked on the enclosed map) to be considered.

1. Gassaway Seed and Fertilizer Store
Dating from the 1870s, this store has been moved from the roadside site where it is shown on the 1879 Hopkins

map. It has also been converted into a residence, but the tall granary shape of the building and the loading door on the
second floor attest to its previous use.

2. Fairbanks Scale
The scale used to weigh the trucks bringing grain to the mill consists of the small metal building, the scales inside,

and the platform underneath.

Sincerely,

President
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• Susan C. Soderberg •
19313 Liberty Mill Road
Germantown, MD 20874

301/972-0795
soderber@clark.net

Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission
8787 Georgia Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3760

Re: 19/13-98A
Dear Commissioners;

June 30, 1998

Since I will be unable to attend the July 8 meeting, I would like you to be aware of my views on
the design of the pedestrian bridge over the railroad on old Rt. 118 in Germantown.

I concur with all of the suggestions made by the Germantown Historical Society.

I also have the following observations about the Public Meeting on the design of the bridge held
on May 19, 1998 by the Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation:
1. Only two of the homeowners in the Historic District and additional 14 historic houses in the

neighborhood adjacent to the bridge were notified of the meeting--this is after I spoke with Mitra
Pedoeem and told her of the problem in notification of owners of older properties when
subdivision tax lists are used for mailing lists.

2. Since the notification of the meeting went to residences within a '/ miles radius, and the
notification was poorly worded, most of the people at the meeting were concerned about the
closing of the bridge and other transportation issues--not much was said about the design of the
bridge at all.

3. Only four of the homes in the adjacent neighborhood were represented at the meeting.
4. A meeting between RK&K engineers and the adjacent neighborhood homeowners had been

arranged by myself in March, 1998, but was called off by the Montgomery County Department
of Public Works and Transportation.

5. An ambiguous questionnaire was handed out concerning when the bridge would be closed, but
had no address where to send the questionnaire when completed.

Because of all of these problems you may conclude that the adjacent neighborhood and
Historic District homeowners had practically no input in the design of this bridge.

If concerns about the closing of the bridge over the railroad are brought up at the meeting I am
enclosing a copy of a petition in favor of closing the bridge which was signed by most of the homeowners
in the adjacent neighborhood. The public hearing on the closing of the bridge was held at the time of the
revision of the Germantown Master Plan in 1988, and the closing of this bridge has been part of the
Master Plan since it was approved by the Montgomery County Council in 1989.

Please give this application careful scrutiny. It is very important to our neighborhood. Most of us
have been living here more than ten years, and some more than 20 years. We have been patiently waiting
for the closing of this bridge to vehicular traffic as promised to us by the County in the Master Plan. We
are very proud of our neighborhood and follow the rehabilitation guidelines even when our structures are
not officially historic. We would like this bridge to fit well into our Victorian motif, and unite the historic
buildings on both sides of the bridge.

Sincerely,

ull' _
Susan Soderberg

~v



NAME

May, 1996

We the folloag residents of Old Germ Aown Station
SUPPORT the closing of the old Rt. 118 bridge over the
rail-roaa tracks when the re-aligned Rt. 118 is completed:

ADDRESS
YEARS AT
ADDRESS
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: Route 118 at Mateny Hill Road,

Resource: Germantown Historic District

Case Number: 19/13-98A

Public Notice: 06/24/98

Applicant: Montgomery County, Manuel Monasi
(Rick Adams, Agent)

PROPOSAL: Bridge Modification

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: N/A

Meeting Date: 07/08/98

Review: HAWP

Tag Credit: None

Report Date: 07/01/98

Staff: Perry Kephart

RECOMMEND: Approve
With Conditions

SIGNIFICANCE: Adjacent to the Germantown Historic District

DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND

As part of the relocation of MD 118, the existing vehicular bridge over the historic
Metropolitan Railroad line is being converted to a pedestrian/cycle bridge linking the Germantown
Historic District to the individual Master Plan sites on the opposite (north) side of the tracks.

PROPOSAL

As described in the attached booklet, page2 - 4, Project Description, the applicant
proposes to rehabilitate the existing bridge superstructure and substructure and to modify the
paving, lighting and adjacent landscape. Also proposed are improvements to Mateny Hill Road,
including a concrete sidewalk on the north side, resurfacing of the roadway, and replacement of
the curb gutter and sidewalk on the west side.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The Germantown Historical Society has reviewed the proposed project and made a
number of suggestions in the interests of integrating the new structure into the Victorian style that
is prevalent in this historic district.

Staff would concur with their suggestions for the most part. An urban pedestrian bridge
next to a historic district that was a rural industrial complex is somewhat challenging. There is a
tendency to create a design reminiscent of Haussmann in an area where functionality was most

01



important, and simplicity of line is important. The bridge, in staffs opinion, must be clearly
differentiated as a contemporary addition while remaining compatible with its Victorian
surroundings.

At a preliminary staff meeting with the applicant, the allee of trees at either end of the
bridge was encouraged as a sheltered parklike setting in contrast with the open bridge span. If the
enclosed space is seen as a potentially hazardous area, this should be discussed with the applicant
at the meeting. The use of bosky retreats is, however, in keeping with Victorian urban streetscape
design.

Staff would suggest that the signage that has been included only conceptually in the
project be brought to the HPC at a later date for specific design review.

The use of vinyl clad aluminum for the railings should also be discussed with the applicant
if the use of cast iron or wrought iron is feasible. It is staff s understanding that maintenance and
safety issues led to the present choice of material.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission approve with conditions the HAWP application
as being consistent with Chapter 24A-8(b)2:

The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site, or the historic district in which an historic
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this
chapter,

and with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation #10:

New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a
manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired,

with the conditions:

1. The bollards be in the traditional inverted cannon design.

2. The specific sign design and location is to be reviewed as a separate
HAWP, or a later revision of this HAWP.

and with the general conditions applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant
will provide a permit set of drawings to the HPC staff to be stamped as approved and will arrange
for a field inspection by calling the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services
(DPS), Field Services Office, five days prior to commencement of work and within two weeks
following completion of work.

(J21



APPLICATION 0013
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

CONTACT PERSON 
~lanuel Monasi

DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. ( 301) 217-6577

TAX ACCOUNT #

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER 'Aontgomery CountyDAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. ( ) same

ADDRESS 101 Conroe Street, 9th F1., Rockville, Maryland 20850
CIrY STATE ZIP CODE

CONTRACTOR
N, /A 

TELEPHONE NO. ( ) 
.
1/A

CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER N/A

AGENT FOR OWNER Rummel, Klepper & Kahl Engineers DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. (410 ) 728-2900

Rick Adams

Pedestrian Bridge
LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE ?M Rt. 118 from t'atene Hill Road to the southern most

N/A entrance of the new commuter rail parking lot.
HOUSE NUMBER STREET

TOWN/CITY Germantown 
NEAREST CROSS STREET :iateny Hill Road

LOT N/A BLOCK N/A SUBDIVISION N/A

UBER
N/A N/A N/A 

PARCEL 
N/A

PART ONE: TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION AND USE

1A. CIRCLE ALL APPLICABLE:

onstruct Extend Iter/Renovate Repair Move

CIRCLE ALL APPLICABLE: A/C Slab

Porch Deck Fireplace Shed Solar

Wreck/Raze Install Revocable Revision (Small (complete Section 4) Single Family Other

1B. CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATES 550,000

1C. IF THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT It N/A

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS

2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 01 ( ) WSSC 02 ( ) SEPTIC 03 ( ) OTHER N/A

28. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY 01 WSSC 02 )WELL 03 OTHER 
N/A

( ) ( ( ) 

Room Addition

Woodbuming Stove

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL

3A. HEIGHT feet 54 inches

3B. INDICATE WHETHER THE FENCE OR RETAINING WALL IS TO BE CONSTRUCTED ON ONE OF THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

On party line/property line Entirely on land of owner On public right of way/easement

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT 1 HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO MAKE THE FOREGOING APPLICATION, THAT THE APPLICATION IS CORRECT, AND THAT
THE CONSTRUCTION WILL OMPLY WITH PLANS APPROVED BY ALL AGENCIES LISTED AND I HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGE AND ACCEPT THIS
TO JRE~ONDITIOIJ FORflHE *UAIQCE OF THWERMIT.

June 17 1998
vat*

APPROVED For Chairperson, Historic Preservation Commission

DISAPPROVED Signature Dale



MUS ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATI

WRITTEN DESCRIPTION PROJECT

a. Description of existing structure(s) and environmental setting, including their historical features and
significance:

See. itkk&~e& Qecaa~

b. General description of project and its effect on the historic resource(s), the environmental setting, and,
where applicable, the historic district:

SITE PLAN

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your site plan must include:

a. the scale, north arrow, and date;

b. dimensions of all existing and proposed structures; and

C. site features such as walkways, driveways, fences, ponds, streams, trash dumpsters, mechanical
equipment, and landscaping.

PLANS AND ELEVATIONS

You must submit 2 copies of plans and elevations in a format no larger than 11" X 17. Plans on
8 1/2" X 11 " paper are preferred.

a. Schematic construction plans, with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of
walls, window and door openings, and other fixed features,- of both the existing resource(s) and the
proposed work.

b. Elevations (facades), with marked dimensions, clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing
construction and, when appropriate, context. All materials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must
be noted on the elevations drawings. An exlsting and a proposed elevation drawing of each
facade affected by the proposed work Is required.

MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS

General description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the
project. This information may be included on your design drawings.

115 PHOTOGRAPHS

a. Clearly labeled photographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the
affected portions. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs.

b. Clearly label photographic prints of the resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and of the
adjoining properties. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs.

6. TREE SURVEY

If you are proposing construction adjacent to or within the dripline of any tree 6" or larger in diameter (at
approximately 4 feet above the ground), you must file an accurate tree survey identifying the size, location,
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rThe Gerrnantowm HistoricafSociety
P.O. Box 475

Germantown, MD. 20875

Germantown 

Ban(

Montgomery County. Historic Preserva# on Co......ission
8787 Georgia Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3760

Dear Commissioners;

Germantown 

?rain 

Station

June :nl , 1 QQQv

The Germantown Historical Society has some concerns about the proposed Historic Area Work Permit for the pedestrian
bridge over the railroad in. Germantown (HPC case No. 191113-98A). These involve the design of the bridge, the
landscaping, signage, and the impact on the Historic District and possible impact on two uninventoried historic sites.The
plan was discussed by the Board on June 29, 1998.

The railings on the bridge-should not be vinyl clad aluminum. We suggest that they be wrought iron painted black.
If this is not affordable, then cast iron painted black would be acceptable.

2. The parapet veneer should resemble the native quartzite--not granite or yellow stone.

3. The bollards should resemble inverted cannons.

4. The north side of the bridge should not be "an alee of trees... creating a gateway..." The Historic area encompasses
both sides of the bridge, as did the original town. The approach to the bridge should not be a "gateway," but a
bridge between the two historic areas. We suggest a single line of trees as on the other side of the bridge, with the
rest of the area planted in low shrubs and flowers.

5. All landscaping plants and trees should be what would have been in a Victorian garden.

6. The sign should not be like the one for the Liberty Mill, but a large sign announcing the Historic District, ie:
"Germantown Historic District, 1873-1930." It should be placed as far to the east as possible so that it would give
the impression that it includes both sides of the bridge.

Uninventoried Historic Sites (marked on the enclosed map) to be considered.

1. Gassaway Seed and Fertilizer Store
Dating from the 1870s, this store has been moved from the roadside site where it is shown on the 1879 Hopkins

map. It has also been converted into a residence, but the tall granary shape of the building and the loading door on the
second floor attest to its previous use.

2. Fairbanks Scale
The scale used to weigh the trucks bringing grain to the mill consists of the small metal building, the scales inside,

and the platform underneath.

Sincerely,

tt= President
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• Susan C. Soderberg .
19313 Liberty Mill Road
Germantown, MD 20874

301/972-0795
soderber@dark.net

Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission
8787 Georgia Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3760

Re: 19/13-98A
Dear Commissioners;

June 30, 1998

Since I will be unable to attend the July 8 meeting, I would like you to be aware of my views on
the design of the pedestrian bridge over the railroad on old Rt. 118 in Germantown.

I concur with all of the suggestions made by the Germantown Historical Society.

I also have the following observations about the Public Meeting on the design of the bridge held
on May 19, 1998 by the Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation:
1. Only two of the homeowners in the Historic District and additional 14 historic houses in the

neighborhood adjacent to the bridge were notified of the meeting--this is after I spoke with Mitra
Pedoeem and told her of the problem in notification of owners of older properties when
subdivision tax lists are used for mailing lists.

2. Since the notification of the meeting went to residences within a''/2 miles radius, and the
notification was poorly worded, most of the people at the meeting were concerned about the
closing of the bridge and other transportation issues--not much was said about the design of the
bridge at all.

3. Only four of the homes in the adjacent neighborhood were represented at the meeting.
4. A meeting between RK&K engineers and the adjacent neighborhood homeowners had been

arranged by myself in March, 1998, but was called off by the Montgomery County Department
of Public Works and Transportation.

5. An ambiguous questionnaire was handed out concerning when the bridge would be closed, but
had no address where to send the questionnaire when completed.

Because of all of these problems you may conclude that the adjacent neighborhood and
Historic District homeowners had practically no input in the design of this bridge.

If concerns about the closing of the bridge over the railroad are brought up at the meeting I am
enclosing  a copy of a petition in favor of closing the bridge which was signed by most of the homeowners
in the adjacent neighborhood. The public hearing on the closing of the bridge was held at the time of the
revision of the Germantown Master Plan in 1988, and the closing of this bridge has been part of the
Master Plan since it was approved by the Montgomery County Council in 1989.

Please give this application careful scrutiny. It is very important to our neighborhood. Most of us
have been living here more than ten years, and some more than 20 years. We have been patiently waiting
for the closing of this bridge to vehicular traffic as promised to us by the County in the Master Plan. We
are very proud of our neighborhood and follow the rehabilitation guidelines even when our structures are
not officially historic. We would like this bridge to fit well into our Victorian motif, and unite the historic
buildings on both sides of the bridge.

Sincerely,

Susan Soderberg

(v



May 1996

We the followinfresidents of Old Germant0n Station

NAME

SUPPORT the closing of the old Rt. 118 bridge over the
railroad tracks when the re-aligned Rt. 118 is completed:

ADDRESS
YEARS AT
ADDRESS
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June 29, 1998

Perry -

Susan Soderberg called with comments re: RR bridge in Germantown. Design for bridge should

be approved with wrought iron, not aluminum. There are two unmentioned historic sites:

Gassaway Seed & Fertilizer store on HD side of bridge and Fairbanks Scales for the mill.
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Relocated Route 118 Phase III
C.I.P. 508671
Historic Preservation Commission
Historic Area Work Permit

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

I Background

0

The Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation is preparing final design plans
for Phase III of the Relocated MD 118 contract to rehabilitate the existing MD Route 118 vehicular bridge
to a pedestrian overpass. The work includes rehabilitative and architectural modifications to the existing
bridge, removal of the existing roadway approaches, and the construction of a pedestrian pathway. The
County expects to complete the design by the end of the 1998 Summer.

Scope of Work

Bridge and Approach Improvements:

The existing superstructure and substructure will be maintained. Rehabilitative and architectural
modifications will be applied to both the existing superstructure and substructure as follows:

• The existing superstructure and substructure will be repaired, cleaned and painted.

• Seat walls and ornamental metal railing will be located on the outer edge of the superstructure,
providing a usable surface of respite for pedestrians and bikers.

• The outside surface of the bridge parapet facing the MARC Station will be repaired and will
receive a new architectural veneer finish. The walking surface will be brick pavers placed over
the existing concrete deck.

• Lighting will be provided by "Washington Globe" fixtures at each end of the bridge and pathway
on architectural plinths. Recessed lighting will be provided on the four architectural plinths
centered above the existing piers.

• A 13'-6" wide brick pathway will be provided along the existing grade of MD 118 from Mateny Hill
Road to the entrance of the new commuter parking facility and brick plazas at each end of the
approaches will be landscaped with a variety of trees and shrubs.

Mateny Hill Road Improvements

An 8' wide concrete sidewalk will be provided along the north side of Mateny Hill Road to provide
access from the new bridge pathway to the station facilities commuter parking lots, and train
platforms along the south side of the tracks.

Mateny Hill Road will be milled and resurfaced from MD 118 to the commuter parking lot
entrance.

Replacement curb gutter and sidewalk will be provide along the west side of Mateny Hill Road.

FeTTA
itl Rummel, Klepper & Kahl, LLP

Consulting Engineers



Historic District Resources

The southern limits of the project site along Mateny Hill Road lie within the Germantown Historic
District. In addition, the Pumphrey/Mateney House, an individual historic resource, is located northeast of
the project site. Historic buildings within the district and adjacent to the project include: the
Rayfield/Browning House including the board and batten shed; the Old Germantown Bank Building,
currently used as the MARC ticket office; and the B&O Railroad Depot. These historic buildings will not be
affected by the proposed improvements.

Historic monumentation may be located at the northern approach plaza in the form of a plaque,
similar to the Liberty Mill Monument displayed at the Mateny Hill Road commuter rail parking entrance.

General Material Specifications

Brick

All proposed brick paving will be in accordance with Montgomery County Standards, Watsontown
Blend, or approved equal. Proposed patterns include running bond for the larger fields of brick,
with stacked bond accent bands along edges to visually help define pedestrian areas. These
accent bands may be of a slightly different color than the primary field of brick. Methods of
construction for the bridge will be that of pavers set on an asphalt setting bed with hand tight sand
joints.

• Lighting

Proposed lighting is the Washington Globe Fixture, similar to the lighting at the Germantown
MARC Station. Ten foot pole heights (excluding fixtures) will be utilities on 2-1/2 feet plinths at
the bridge and entrance plazas and twelve-foot poles will be used on standard ground mounts
along the pathway and Mateny Hill Road.

• Concrete

All walks leading up to the pedestrian bridge will be of concrete typical to the area. Score
patterns and finishes have yet to be determined or designed, but will be in keeping with the quality
of the rest of the project.

Seatwalls

In order to physically narrow the existing bridge down to a more pedestrian scale, seat walls will
be created to replace the existing walks on the bridge. These walls extend the full length of the
bridge and are interrupted only by the raised sections for the lighting plinths (over the bridge
piers). The seat walls as shown on the alternative, will have a concrete surface veneer in a two-
color "wave" pattern to visually move pedestrians through the space.

A vinyl clad aluminum ornamental railing runs the length of the bridge and along the Mateny Hill
Road retaining wall. 54" above the elevation of the seat walls. Color and design to be determined
(but it is our desire to match or compliment the colors of the proposed lighting and site
furnishings.

Landscaping

Function and seasonal interest help define the concept of the landscaping. To the north side of
the bridge where the two MARC Parking lots merge, an alee of trees flank both sides of the
approach to the bridge, creating a small pedestrian mall or gateway to the MARC Station. Both
flowering trees and deciduous shade trees will be used to create this effect. A new bosque of

Rummel, Klepper & Kahl, LLP
F#ITAConsulting Engineersa~
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EASTBOUND PLATFORM WITH HANDICAPPED
RAMP USED TO ACCESS WESTBOUND
PLATFORM AND NORTH PARKING LOT

O
WESTBOUND PLATFORM LOOKING
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EASTBOUND VIEW OF MATENY HILL
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SOUTH PARKING LOT ADJACENT
TO MATENY HILL ROAD WITH
MD 118 IN THE BACKGROUND
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NORTHBOUND APPROACH TO
EXISTING MD 118 BRIDGE
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EXISTING MD 118 BRIDGE

EASTBOUND VIEW OF
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PUMPHREY/MATENEY HOUSE
ALONG MD 118 ADJACENT TO
NORTH PARKING LOT
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EXISTING WINGWALI '

TOP OF EXISTING
WINGWALL 4•-0

4'_O%5'
-O.. 4" _i_L.tI.

PLINTH TYP.j - -=~-

`BOTH FACES OF WINGWALL - FORM LINER STONE
PTO BE TREATED WITH A VENEER, PATTERN 

r✓ 
`

;PENETRATING CUSTOM STAIN `~ AND COLOR TO

I

`.E%IS TIN'
ULH() NO LINE

H
BE SELECTED

EXISTING \ EXISTING N2

BACKWALL .-AND LINE 
Z TRACK

BIER

.T ABUTMENT ``\ B•_O- j i

_ 32'-2-t

~~ (EXTERIOR FACE OF BEAM
BOTTOM OF EXISTING {TO BE TREATED WITH A
SUPERSTRUCTUREPENETRATING CUSTOM STAIN

~=WORTH, SOUTH AND EAST FACE '
PIER COLUMN AND CAP TO BE

ITREATED WITH A PENETRATING
,CUSTOM STAIN, BOTH PIERS.

(L TRACK /
_ PIER

ABUTME

ELEVATION
SCALD"=1'-0"

25'-3"
---------------- out-in-our — ------ ----

13'-6" 5'-4"

RECESSED LIGHT o~~ - 2'-6" SO.
''CONCRETE CAP

FIXTURE (TYP.) j_

2'-4" SO. PLINTH 
_ ORNAMEN TAI

" HANOWAI~ CTYP.3
..-"BEYOND (TYR.)

ROUGHENED 8"

JOINT (TYP.) (TYP.) ,D }" BRICK PAVING AND ~.v;H 
CONDUIT

—SETTING BED, SEE PAVING
--L DETAIL C ON SHEET 3, r,---'-----T

'1 __ __ 1—L I•d _

3'-6"t 1'-0-t 2'-0"3 L7-----

M'

FORM LINER STONE
-VENEER, PATTERN AND
COLOR TO BE SELECTED

~---~ `----------~ ~"~ EAST FACE OF BEAM AND
_ NORTH, SOUTH AND EAST

- FACE OF PIER COLUMN AND
\\ /~ CAP TO BE TREATED WITH A

,T 
_ PENETRATING CUSTOM STAIN

TYPICAL SECTION~~ RDMMEL, KLEPPER k KAHL, ILR

SCALE: I"=1'_O' CDN'LL_,ND ENGINEERS

N BALTIMORE. MARYLAND

_2•f

I
F '
I

I ~
r--i
I
I ' I

EXISTING
BACKWALL

I
I
I I

I. I :7

CONCRETE REPAIR 0UANT171ES

ITEM DESCRIPTION LOCATION
UNIT OF

MEASURE
GNTY.

SAW CUTTING, CEMENTITIOUS CONCRETE 1" DEPTH ALL LF 670

TROWEL VERTICAL APPLICATION PATCH (LESS THAN 10 FT, HEIGHT) WING'WALLS SF 28

ABUTMENTS SF 52

PIERS SF 8

TROWEL HORIZONTAL APPLICATION PATCH (LESS THAN 10 FT. HEIGHT)

-

DECK SF 3

TROWEL APPLIED MORTAR (LESS THAN 10 FT. HEIGHT) DECK SF I

WINGWALLS SF I

_ ABUTMENTS SF

PIERS SF 2

TROWEL APPLIED MORTAR (GREATER THAN 10 FT. HEIGHT) BEAMS SF 1

PIERS SF 3

CRACK REPAIR BY PRESSURE INJECTION (MOTH 21/4") BEAMS LF 3

CONCRETE PROTECTIVE COATING (WIDTHS 1/32") WINGWALLS SF 38

PIERS SF I

____

SEAL CRACKS (WIDTH < 1/4' AND > 1/32")

BEAMS SF

LF
L—

LF

SF

10

1>

'WING'WALLS

BEAMS

PIERS

PIERS

_

TROWEL VERTICAL APPLICATION PATCH (GREATER THAN 10 FT. HEIGHT)

TROWEL OVERHEAD APPLICATION PATCH (GREATER THAN 10 FT. HEIGHT) BEAMS SF 4

SOFFIT SF 54

NOTES:
1. LIMITS OF EXISTING STRUCTURE
SHOWN WITH DASHED LINES.

2.REFER TO D.C. NC. L-3 FOR
PLAN DETAILS. PATTERNS AND
FINISHES OF ALL EXPOSED
SURFACES,

MONTGOMERY COUNn
OVAM1104T of PUBLIC WCRX6 AND TRANSPORTATION

ROOMLIJ; MARYLAND
BRIDGE ELEVATION

AND TYPICAL, SECTION
S-~

RELOCATED MD 118 - PHASE III
IEDESTRI AN BRIDGE OVER OSX RAILROAD
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