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19939 FISHER AVENUE, P.O. BOX 86
POOLESVILLE, MARYLAND 20837

PHONE: 428-8200
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March 6, 1989

Mr. Jerod Cooper
Historic Preservation Commission
51 Monroe Street - Suite 1001
Rockville, Maryland 20850
(Phone: 217-3625)

Dear Mr. Cooper:

Enclosed is a 200 scale pre-application plan of the Fry
property. You will note that Sundown Road is shown on the
enclosed plat with the burned out cement dairy barn
foundation protruding toward the road right-of-way.

Perhaps this pre-application plan could be used as a
visual aid at a subsequent date.

Enclosure:
Pre-application plan

Yours truly,

Charles H. Jamison

Onto -
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MEMORANDUM

February 6, 1989

TO: Charles Loehr, Coordinator
Development Review Division

FROM: Jared Cooper Nistoric Preservation Specialist
Division of ommunity Planning and Development

SUBJECT: Review of Subdivision Site Plans

At its meeting of March 2, 1989, the Historic Preservation Commission
reviewed the following subdivision and site plans, with comments and findings
as listed:

1-88081 - Brunswick foods - This proposed subdivision is directly adjacent
to the Capital View Park'Historic District (Master Plan #31/7). The
Commission felt that the Brunswick Woods subdivision not result in
significant negative impact on any of the resources found within the
historic district boundaries.
7-89005 - Fairhill II - In order to minimize the negative impact on Master
Plan Site 29, the Commission has recommended that, in keeping with the
large lot sizes in the area, an environmental setting of 20 - 25 acres be
provided for this site. The farmhouse itself should be situated centrally
in this 20-25 acre setting. The Commission also had concerns about
potential highway improvement/widening projects. It is their
recommendation that, in undertaking any highway improvement projects, a
special effort be made to align the highway so that it will not result in
further encroachment on the resource.

099E/2
JC: jcm



THE j MARYLAND-NATIONAL

I

CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring. Maryland 20907

HE MARYLAND NATIONAL CAPITA,
PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

v) r ':%r"a r)n r~

D P< t AY 0 3 1990

q _(.tjLt)U~  U
FROM: Subdivision Office - M-NCPPC

NAME:

FILL► NO.:-/—?O l O

Enclosed please find the information checked below. This
material will be 

discff
ad at th Subdivision Review Committee

Meeting of  , 1P.—Lono meeting scheduled if
blank) .

New preliminary plan application with supporting
material as appropriate

Supporting material for previously reviewed prelim-
inary plan

Revised preliminary plan drawing

New pre-preliminary plan application
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C11ARLES It. JAMISON, INC.,
Real Estate 11 Appraisals

19939 FISHER AVENUE, P.O. BOX 86
POOLESVILLE, MARYLAND 20837

NIONE: 1211-82(X)

FAIRHILL.II

PROPERTY OF THE LATE EDWIN FRY, LOCATED AT 5929 SUNDOWN ROAD,
LAYTONSVILLE ELECTION DISTRICT, CONTAINING 252.87 ACRES, MORE

OR LESS, WITH IMPROVEMENTS

IDENTIFICATION: Property titled in the name of Edwin C. Fry, Amy F.
Leber and others, containing 252.87 acres, more or less, with
improvements thereon, located at 5929 Sundown Road, Laytonsville
Election District, Montgomery County, Maryland, recorded among the
land records of said County in Liber 7884 at Folio 287, being further
identified as Parcel 333, Tax Map GV 12.

PRICE: 252.87 acs. w/imps. @ $12,500.00 per ac ....... $3,160,875.00

CASH AT SETTLEMENT: Approximately 30% ...$948,262.50

FIRST TRUST: Sellers to hold a first
deed of trust in the amount of
approximately .........................$2,212,612.50
due in full hT' five ( 5 ) years. The
said deferred purchase money deed of
trust shall bear interest at the rate
of 10-1/2% per annum the first
anniversary of the note payable interest
only monthly ($19,360.36 per month).
After the first anniversary, the deferred
purchase money deed of trust shall bear
interest at a rate of 1/2 of 1% above the
prime rate as shown daily in the business
section of the Washington Post or the Wall
Street Journal (on the last business day
of the previous month), and shall be payable
in monthly installments of principal and
interest on the basis of a five year monthly
amortized loan. Purchaser shall have the
right of prepayment in full or in part at
time without prepayment penalty.

ASSESSMENT AND TAXES: The 1988 tax levy on the subject property is
as follows:

Full Value Full Value Taxable
Land Imps. Assess.

252.87 acs. $134,890.00 $84,500.00 $85,060.00
w/imps.

Tax Class: 54
Tax Rate: $3.084

Taxes

$2626.25

ZONING: The subject property is in the Rural Density Transfer Zone
of Montgomery County, Maryland, in which zone no more than one-one-
family dwelling shall be permitted per twenty-five (25) acres. (See
applicable portion of Montgomery County Zoning Ordinance attached
hereto as Exhibit I.)



TRANSFERABLE DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS: Ten transferable development rights
shall convey with the subject property. One of the aforesaid ten
transferable development rights will be required to be used with the
existing main farm house.

HISTORIC PROPERTY: In February of 1988, the main house on the
subject property, together with an environmental site including the
entire acreage of the farm, was approved by the Historic Preservation
Commission of Montgomery County for designation as an historic
resource and.was included in the Master Plan for Historic
Preservation (see pertinent documents regarding historic designation
attached hereto as Exhibit II). Ms. Gwen Markus, Historic Planner
with the Urban Design Section of Maryland National Capital Park and
Planning Commission, 3rd floor, 8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring,
Md. 20910 (495-4565) has stated that the subject property may be
approved by the Historic Planning Commission for testing after the
site plan of the subject property, which is now filed, has been
reviewed and approved by the various agencies at the county and state
level. A prospective purchaser may present their position regarding
the reduction of the environmental site to where not more than one
development right would be utilized for historic preservation of the
main house. Before any permits for demolition of the house or
substantial alteration of the exterior of the house will be approved,
applications for such work must be reviewed and approved by the
Historic Preservation Commission.

ROAD FRONTAGE: N/s Sundown Rd. ... approx. 6350' or 1.2026 miles
S/s Sundown Rd. ... approx. 5400' or 1.0227 miles

Total Road Frontage: ..............approx. 11750' or 2.2253 miles

MONTGOMERY COUNTY FARM ASSESSMENT TRANSFER TAX: The subject property
is assessed on the basis of farm or agricultural use and as such is
subject to the Montgomery County Farm Assessment Transfer Tax imposed
under Section 52-21(d) of the Montgomery County Code. The said tax
is computed at the rate of 10 of the gross sales price of the
property. The said tax shall be divided equally between Seller and
Purchaser.

MARYLAND STATE AGRICULTURAL TRANSFER TAX: The property is also
subject to the Maryland State Agricultural Transfer Tax imposed under
Article 81, Section 278F of the Annotated Code of the State of
Maryland. The said tax is computed at the rate of 5% of the gross
sales price of the property less the full value assessment of
improvements on the property and the assessed value of the homesites,
if any, on the property. However, the said tax may be deferred
providing the Purchaser signs a declaration of intent to retain the
property in agricultural use for a minimum period of five consecutive
taxable years. In the event the said tax is not deferred, the said
tax shall be borne by the Purchaser.

TENANCY: The tillable farmland on the subject property .
is currently under lease to Jim Mullinix for purposes of agriculture
at an annual rate of $5160.00 through December 31, 1989.

The main house on the property is leased to Mr. Ray Lewis and wife at
the rate of $300.00 per month on a month to month basis, subject to
30 days notice to remove from the property.

The tenant house on the property is leased to Ed Allison and wife at
the rate of $200.00 per month on a month to month basis, subject to
30 days notice to remove from the property.



Part of the farm buildings on the property are leased to Carey
Landscaping at the rate of $150.00 per month on a month to month
basis for storage of trucks and lawn equipment.

Drew Stabler leases pasture land on the south side of Sundown Road at
the rate of $500.00 annually.

Ray Jones leases part of the farm buildings and pasture land on the
north side of Sundown Road at the rate of $600.00 annually.

SOIL TESTS: The Sellers have authorized Benning & associates, Land
Planners, and Thomas Maddox, Registered Land Surveyor, to make
application for high water table tests on the property in order that
high water tests may be conducted between February 1 and April 15,
1989. High water table tests on the property are currently scheduled
to begin March 16, 1989. Following the completion of satisfactory
high water table tests, percolation tests may be conducted from April
16 through the balance of the calendar year.

VALUATION OF PROPERTY: The valuation of the property was determined
as follows:

Improvements:
Main House .................................$ 92,500.00
Tenant House ..............................$ 17,500.00
Farm Buildings ............................ $_15,000.00
Total Value of Improvements ...............$125,000.00

Land: 252.87 acs. @ $12,005.67 per acre ....$3,035,875.00
(Rounded to $12,000.00 for release purposes)

TOTAL VALUE OF LAND & IMPROVEMENTS ..........$3,160,875.00

RELEASES OF LAND: Land may be released with the cash at settlement
atNthe rate of 125% of the per acre purchase price ($12,000.00 X 125%
= $15,000.00 per acre) plus the value of any improvements released
with the land. The deferred purchase money deed of trust shall
provide that subsequent releases of land with principal curtailments
shall be at the rate of 115% of the per acre purchase price of the
land ($12,000.00 X 115% = $13,800.00 per acre) plus the value of any
improvements on the land so released. Land to be released on the
north side of Sundown Road may start at either the east or west
boundary of the premises and shall run the full north/south depth of
the property. Land released on the south side of Sundown Road shall
start at the end or west boundary of the property and shall runt he
full north/south depth of the property. The minimum area to be
released shall be one (1) acre, except under the threat of eminent
domain. Any payment made on account of the debt pursuant to the
privilege of partial release aforesaid shall be deemed to be a
payment on account of the next succeeding principal installment or
installments required to be made on the said notes. Interest accrued
on such amount shall be paid to the date of such payment. In no
event shall any land be released from the lien of the deferred
purchase money trust in a manner that shall leave the remaining land
encumbered by the said trust landlocked or without adequate means of
access to dedicated highways or public roads.



59-C-11 RURAL DLt* iY 1RANSFER ZUNL

59-0-11.1 LAND USES

No use shall be allowed except as indicated in the following
table.

- Permitted uses. Uses designated by the letter "P"
shall be permitted on any lot in the zones indicated,
subject to all applicable regulations.

- Special exception uses. Uses designated by the
letters "SF" may be authorized as special exceptions,

• in accordance with the provisions of article G.

AGRICULTURAL

Farms P

Primary agricultural processing P

Roadside farm markets P

Graneries P

Abattoir SE

Secondary agricultural processing SE

Vineyards P

Wayside stands, for sale of farm productsl P

Other uses related to agriculture P

MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL

Sawmills S£

Fuel production as agricultural by-product SE

Wineries - SE

1Must be at least 20 feet from street right-of-way and provide at least 3
off-street parking spaces.

-253- 'Rev. 12/00
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RESIDENTIAL

Accessory aparbnentsl SE

Dwellings, one-family detached P

Farm tenant houses P

Farm tenant mobile home, one only P

Farm' tenant mobile home, more than one but
less than four SE

Guest houses, as accessory uses P

Mobile homes, double wide2 P

TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNICATION AND UTILITIES

Ai rstri p, associ ated wi th farm SE

Cable communications systems3 SE

Electric power transmission and distribution lines,
overhead, carrying more than 69,000 volts SE

Electric power transmission and distribution lines,
overhead, carrying 69,000 volts or less P

Electric power transmission and distribution lines,
underground P

Helistops, associated with farms SE

Parking of motor vehicles, off-street, in connection
with any use permitted P

Pipelines, above ground SE

Pipelines, underground P

Public uti 1 i ty buildings and structures SE

Radio and television broadcasting stations
and towers SE

Rai 1 road tracks P

Telephone and telegraph lines P

I Not permitted in mobile homes.

2 Provided that such a dwelling has minimum dimensions of 24 feet by 40
feet, a gable roof, and is permanently affixed to a foundation
supporting the load-bearing framework of the mobile home and a
foundation wall enclosing its entire perimeter, in compliance with the
provisions of Chapter 8 of this Code. Such a mobile home shall have
its wheels, axles, transportation light and removable towing apparatus
removed.

3 Except as provided in Sections 59-A-6.9 and 59-G-2.10.1.

-2 54 -
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COMMERCIAL

Antique shops

Slacksmithing

Farm machinery; sales, storage or services

farm supply; sales, storage or services

Nome occupations

•255-
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SERVitES

Ambulance or rescue squads, publicly supported P

Animal boarding places SE

Animal cemeteries SE

Cemeteries SE

Child care residences for up to 8 children P

Child or elderly day care facilities for Up to 4
individuals P

Churches, memorial gardens, convents, monasteries,
and/or places of worship P

Eleemosynary and philanthropic institutions SE

Fire stations, publicly supported P

Group residence for 9 to 14 elderly persons SE

Group residence for not more than 8 elderly persons P

Group residential facilities for not more than 8
developmentally disabled persons P

Group residential facilities for housing exceptional
persons SE

Hospice care facilities SE

Hospitals, veterinary SE

Offices; professional, residential, for a resident of
the dwelling P

Publicly owned or publicly operated uses P

Sanitariums SE

CULTURAL, ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATIONAL

Boathouse, privatel P

Hunting and fishing cabi ns P

Kennels, non-commercial P

Private clubs and service organizations SE_ _ _

Riding stables P

Riding stables, commercial SE

Rifle, pistol and skeet shooting ranges, outdoor SE

Swimming pools, private P

l As accessory uses, serving a principal use located on the same tract
of land,

2 Subject to the special exception standards for group residential
facilities for housing exceptional persons, Section 59-G-2.26.

-256-
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r RESOURCE PRODUCTION AND EXTRACTION

Fish hatcheries

Forestry

MISCELLANEOUS

P

F

Game or poultry hatcheries F

_Horticultural nurseries and commercial! reenhouses P

!Milk plants F

Rock or stone quarries SF.

Sand, gravel or clay pits, or extraction of other
natural materials SE

Accessory buildings and uses F

Signs; in accordance with article F P

Wildlife or game preserve, regulated shooting ground
licensed by the Maryland Wildlife Administration,
and other conservation areas P

59-C-11.2 PURPOSE CLAUSE

The__purpose_ofthis zone - is to promote agriculture as the
_ primary land ,use in sections of the county designated in

the General _Plan by__providing large areas of generally con-
tiguous properties suitable for agricultural and related

_ uses and permitting the. transfer of development rights from
properties in this zone to properties in designated receiv-
ing areas. --

59-C-11.3 DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

The following requirements shall apply in all cases except
as specified in Section C-11.5.

59-C-11.31 Density. !aDvelling =*jnit 1>er
~;.i8tSed. (See Section C-11.4

for permitted transferable density).
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59-C-11.32 Net Lot Area 
r_ o

ther,..,~tp...~ta °►uiirLag ~eres^ftet~ ricEed, "to e
y~,~b . its -aeaeaserr iut~tin~rN~it ~
hgving-a; awr Ire* bf laiw "mr,149,' et.

59-C-11.33 "'Lot coverage, percentage of. Not 'ore than ten percent
of the net area of the lot may be covered by buildings,
including accessory buildings.

59-C-11.34 Yard, front. Each lot shall have a front building line
et`Ieasi. fifty feet from an4 -parallel to the front lot
-line or.a proposed front street line, if such has been
established within the lot, or such -additional setback as
indicated as a scenic setback in a Master Plan, to provide
a front yard.

59-C-11.35 Yard, side. Each lot shall have two side yards, the sum
of which shall be at least thirty-five feet; each side
yard shall be at least 17 feet. The width of a side yard
which abuts a public street shall be calculated in the
same manner as a front yard.

55-C-11.36 . Yard, rear. Each lot shall -have a rear yard at least
thirty-five feet in depth.

59-C-11.37 Lot width at front building line. Each lot shall have a
width of at least one-hundred twenty-five feet measured
along the front building line.

59-C-11.38 Lot width at front street line. Each lot shall have a
width of at least twenty-five feet measured along the
front street line.

59-C-11.39 Building height limit. No building shall exceed a height
of fifty feet except that there shall be no height limit
for agricultural buildings.

59-0-11.4 TRANSFER OF DENSITY. OPTION.

lar asccardance - with 1ection _ 974-0,1 _and is .conformance
with -an appwoved ;and -adopted =General, _Master; Sector, or
Functional- Plan, residential density ,nay be transferred
qt the rate_.cf. one. development righ€' r"tfVe- Serec:-les.s
one .development right • for each existing dwelling unit, from
the Rural Density Transfer Zone to a duly designated
receiving zone, pursuant to Section 59-C-1.39.

59-0-11.5 EXEMPTED LOTS AND PARCELS

59-C-11.51 Lots created for children in accordance with the !Maryland
Agricultural Land Preservation Program shall be exempt
from these regulations.

-258-
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X39-C-I1.S2 The following lots shall be exempt from the area and dioen-
atonal requirements of Section C-11.9 but shall .sleet the
requirement& of the sone applicable to them prior to their
classification in the Rural Density Transfer tone.

(a) A recorded lot created by subdivision if the record
plat was approved for recordation by the Planning
board prior to January 6, 1981.

(b) A lot created by deed executed on or before January 6,
1981.

(c) A record lot having an area of less than five acres
created after January 6, 1981, by replatting two or
more lots; provided that the resulting number of lots
is not greater than the number which were replatted.

(d) A lot created for use .for a one-family residence by a
child, or the spouse of a child, of the property
owner, provided said property owner can establish that
he had legal title on or-..fore Jahuary~~6, 4981, and
provided that. this provision shall apply to only one
such lot for each child of the property owner. Any
lots created for use for one-family residence by
children of the property owner shall not exceed the
number of development rights for the property.
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motion

Associated
Acreage

Fair Bill 21 _ ...­-4920 -lundorn Roae 274 Acres

This Federal style building was constructed in several
sections in the early 19th century. The left-hand, ear-
lier section is log; the right-hand side is of brick-
nogged frame construction and was added circa 1820; a
rear wing was added later.

Architecturally, the structure is an organic whole of
simple style and proportion, the front being united by
a one-story porch and continuous pebble dashing.

The left-hand section housed Bowman's Store in the early
18001s, which served as an important and visually pro-
minent meeting place in the Laytonsville area. It is
one of only a very few commercial structures of that
period remaining in the County.

The environmental setting is the entire 274-acre parcel
which would be subject to reduction should the property
develop. In the event of development, the refined
setting should provide a vista of the house, the build-
ing of primary historical and architectural importance,
while retaining the structure's historical relationship
to Sundown Road. The outbuildings associated with the
site do not contribute significantly to its historical
value and need not be preserved as part of the setting.

23/31 Pleasant Fields/ 4615 Sundown Road 10 Acres
Sundown Hills

Circa 1775 -- Georgian style stone house of tremendous
proportion and of a scale not usually found in houses
of the era.

The house shows touches of high quality such as the
suggestion of brick flat arches in the lintels of the
first story windows and the use of larger cut stones in
the water table in the front of the house.

Associated with Henry Gaither I, an important Revolu-
tionary era figure, and with other generations of the
Gaither family, throughout much of the 19th century.

The environmental setting is the entire 10-acre setting
including the main house, the small stone smokehouse,
and the Gaither family cemetery.

2



IMPLEMENTATI6 OF THEMAST LA ER PUN FOR ATORIC PRESERVATION
Once designated on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation,

historic resources are subject to the protection of the Ordinance.
Any substantial changes to the exterior of a resource or its envi-
ronmental setting must be reviewed by the Historic Preservation
Commission and an historic area wokk permit issued under the
provisions of the County's Preservation Ordinance, Section 24A-6.
In accordance with the Master Plan for Historic Preservation and
unless otherwise specified in the amendment, the environmental
setting for each site, as defined in Section 24A-2 of the Ordi-
nance, is the entire parcel on which the resource is located as of
the date it is designated on the Master Plan.

Designation of the entire parcel provides the County adequate
review authority to preserve historic sites in the event of devel-
opment. It also ensures that, from the beginning of the develop-
ment process, important features of these sites are recognized and
incorporated in the future development of designated properties.
In the case of large acreage parcels, the amendment will provide
general guidance for the refinement of the setting by indicating
when the setting is subject to reduction in the event of develop-
ment; by describing an appropriate area to preserve the integrity
of the resource; and by identifying buildings and features asso-
ciated with the site which should be protected as part of the
setting. It is anticipated that for a majority of the sites desig-
nated, the appropriate point at which to refine the environmental
setting will be when the property is subdivided.

Public improvements can profoundly affect the integrity of
an historic area. Section 24A-6 of the Ordinance states that an
Historic Area Work Permit for work on public or private property
must be issued prior to altering an historic resource or its envir-
onmental setting. The design of public facilities in the vicinity
of historic resources should be sensitive to and maintain the
character of the area. Specific design considerations should be
reflected as part of the Mandatory Referral review processes.

In the majority of cases, decisions regarding preservation
alternatives are made at the time of public facility implementation
within the process established in Section 24A of the Ordinance.
This method provides for adequate review by the public and govern-
ing agencies. In order to provide guidance in the event of future
public facility implementation, the amendment addresses potential
conflicts existing at each site and suggests alternatives and
recommendations to assist in balancing preservation with community
needs.

In addition to protecting designated resources from unsympa-
thetic alteration and insensitive redevelopment, the County's
Preservation Ordinance also empowers the County's Department of
Environmental Protection and the Historic Preservation Commission
to prevent the demolition of historic buildings through neglect.
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ATLAS 23/029-000_ HIST. NF AIR HILL II

ADDRESS: S 29 SUNDOWN RO LOCAPow LAYTONSVILLE
OWtM: EDWIN 0. FRY _ PHO : 301—ltb-1226
A: 5929 SUNDOWN ROAD CITY: LAYTONSVILLE ST: tR Z: a0879
TAX ACCT. As• ~UQWUZd_74 TAX MAP A: GV012 MAP COORD.: 230WOO
LOT/9L/PARCEL: E333 - ACREAGE: 174.030
AREA MASTER PLAN:'OLNEY 1960 CIVIC A380C.: 156 Ind
EX . ZONING: ~Q,~ EX . USE : RURAL AGRICULTURE

aims♦ DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE
ORDINANCE CRITERIA IA: X IN: 1C: 10: & ZA: 23: EC: 20: X 2E: X
YEAR: C1800 COND.: 6000 STYLE: FEDERAL
ENVIR. 3ETTING-6 APPURT.: HPC REC. • ENTIRE 187 ACRE PARCEL TO INCLUDE ALL OUT-
BUILDINGS

ss*ss STATUS •sass
SITE: X DISTRICT: RESOURCE: LATLAS: X MPLAN: REMOVE LA:
HISTORIC PRES. COMM. EVAL DATE: 03/01/84 HPC TRANS DATE: 0620/84 HPC REC:.POS
PLAN. 90. PUBLIC HEARING DATE: 04/21/86 PB ACTION DATE:
COUNTY COUNCIL PH DATE: CC ACTION DATE:
CC RESOLUTION NO.: PB RES. NO.: PB RES. DATE:
FULL COMM. RES. NO.: FC RES. DATE: ENTRY DATE: 04/16/86

CRITERIA.

(1) Hisirical and cultural sign#fcance 7be hiskric:esou:m

a. Has character, interest or value as part of the devel-
opment, heritage or cultural characteristics of the county, state
or nation;

b. Is the site of a significant historic event;
c* Is identified with a person or a group of persons who

influenced society; or
d. Exemplifies the cultural economic, social, political or

historic heritags'of the county and its communities.

(2) Architectural and design signijuanca The historic

resource:
a. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,

period or method of construction;
b. Represents the work of a master,
c. Possesses high artistic values;

d. Represents a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components may lack individual distinction; or

e. Represents an established and familiar visual feature
of the neighborhood. community or county due to its singular
physical characteristic or landscape. (Ord. No. 9.4, 11.)
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HPC Recommendation Ado ted 6/8/84

The Commission recommends that Fair Hill II (#23/29)9 with the
entire 187 acre parcel as the environmental s—etting, be placed on the
Master Plan based on criteria # IA, "Has character, interest or value
as part of the development, heritage or cultural characteristics of
the county, state or nation"; #1D, "Exemplifies the cultural,
economic, social, political or historic heritage of the county and its
communities"; #2D, "Represents a significant and distinguistable
entity whose components may lack individual distinction"; and #2E,
"Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the
neighborhood, community or county due to its singular physical
characteristic."

- This Federal style building was constructed in several
sections in the early 19th century. The left-hand earlier
section is log; the right-hand side is of brick-nogged frame
construction and was added in ca. 1820; a rear wing was added
later.

- Architectually the structure is an organic whole of simple
style and proportion, the front being united by a one-story
porch and continuous pebble dashing.

- The earliest section housed Bowman's Store in the early
1800's and served as an important and visually prominent
meeting place in the Laytonsville area.

- It is one of very few commercial structures of that period
which remain in the County.

— HPC Minutes Adopted 3/1/84

Fair Hill II (#23/29) was the next site to be evaluated. This Federal
style-5-07ding was constructed in the first quarter of the 19th century.
The left three bays are of log and are apparently the earlier section which
housed Bowman's Store in the early 18001s. The store served as an important
meeting place in the Laytonsville area. Additions include a brick-nogged
frame section, added ca. 1820, and a later rear wing. The structure is an
organic whole of simple style and proportion, the front being united by a

later one story porch and continuous pebble-dashing.

MOTION: Ms. McGuckian moved that Fair Hill II be recommended for placement

on the Master Plan based on criteria CA, 1D, 20, 2E, with the entire 187

acre parcel as the environmental setting to include all outbuildings. Ms.
McGuckian noted that very few commercial structures of that period remain in

the county. Ms. Schwb seconded the motion which passed unanimously.



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET

NOMINATION FORM
for the

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

COMMON t

Fair Hill II
ANO/OR NISTOR1Ct

Bowman's Store and House
2:. LOCATION

STREET AMC NUMBERt

' 5929 Sundown Road Rte. '420
CITY OR TOrrHt

La tonsville
STATE COUNTYs '

Maryland Mgni-agmery
3. CLASSIFICATION "

CATEGORYACCESSIBLE
OwNERSHtP

I
STATUS

(Cheek One) TO THE PUBLIC

0 District A D Building ❑ Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes:

p Site ❑ Structure 13 Private ❑ In Process ❑ Unoccupied ❑ Restricted

❑ Object p Both ❑ Being Considered ❑ preservation .cork ❑ Unrestricted

In progress 0 No

PRESENT USE (Check One or Wore as Amropriate)

❑ Agricultural ❑ Government p Park ❑ Transportation ❑ Comments

Commercial ❑ Industrial Is Private Residence ❑ Other (Specter)

❑ Educational ❑ Military ❑ Religious

❑ Entertainment ❑ Museum ❑ Scientific

.4...: WHER OF PROPERTX r
U .rN EA'3 NAM C; t

Edwin Do Fry
STREET AND NUMBERS

5929 Sundown Road (Rte. 420)
CITY OR TOW04i STATE:

Laytonsville Maryland
15-' .'LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OR OEEO3. ETC.

Montgomery County Courthouse
STREET ANO NUMBERS

CITY OR Towmi STATE

Rockville Maryland
itle Reference of Curent Dead (Book &

~;RERR~9Elt7A710~t IN EXIS7INGSURYI~'CS > . '. : -
TITLE OF SURVGVt

Historic Sites in the Bi-County Region
• OATS o► SURVEYt 1969C3 federal ❑ State CR County ❑ Lesal ew~

Y EPOStTORY /OR SURiVey RECOROat

The Ma Dark ana o
STRIlay ANO NUMBERS

rr+ t p

CITY OR TOWNS STATES

Silver SorinQ I Mary-land



r •

..DESCRIPTION . .
(Check One)

❑ Excellent ei Geed CO felt ❑ Detetieret.d ❑ Rwine ❑ •Une■peeei
CONDITION

(Chock One) (Cheek One)

Altered ❑ Unclteted ❑ Moved a Oriaine) Site

CUSClllgt TNft PMCSCNT 1 40 OA10104Af„ (it knotm) P"V51CAL APPRA#tANCt

The house is a two story, frame structure that has
been covered with stucco. It was built in tdo sections--
each rwith a central door-day and flanking windows. The
windows are all 6/6 double hung sash; those on the east
end are smaller, with wider mullions and smaller panes.
At the east end of each section is an external chimney
(the one on the west end now being covered up); the one
exposed has a two story brick base with steep weatherings

to the stack. A one story porch runs across the facade.
The foundation is stone and exposed on the west end with
a large door.

On the north is a lv~r, tao story service el with
a central chimney.

There are several old outbuildings. The stone
dal ry has a roof that is carried forward as a porch. The
plates are hewn but the roof sheathing is new. There is
a small shed with newer shed-roofed additions on either
side. A double corn crib is framed with hewn members and
has vertical board sheathing to the gables, where the
boarding is horizontal. It sits on stone piloti. A
larger frame stable has vertical siding. The gable end

has a central door with small, flanking six pane windows;
the side wall has three doors and a loft door.

The west end was formerly a store and the east end
the residence. Tiie store is older than the house, and the

rear wing as added still later.
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HISTORIC MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

part of the right-hand brick wing has a large
entrance hall with a fireplace and two rooms on
the right, each with fireplace back to back, in the
same chimney. The second door is duplicate
of the first, except for a small stairway leading
to an attic room. The small one-story extension,
shown at the extreme right, with the large chim-
ney was built by the school.
Since the purchase of this historic manor

house by Mr. and _Mrs. Lamborne, extensive im-
provements have been made, outside and inside
the house. Noticeable outside are the blinds,
added to the windows, and the box bushes along
the front of the home. In the rear a formal

English box-wood garden, with walks of oys:
shell, has been installed. lie.

Added as part of the rear of the house is a
new all-purpose library room, 36 feet by 16 feet,
with beam ceiling. From this room an entrance
to the box garden is provided, an attractive
feature. 3 raised hearth fireplace is in this
room. With this we can count five usable fire-
places on the first floor, and two on the second
floor.
In the remodelled old home the Lamborne's

count a family dining room, as well as a formal
dining room, and family and formal living room,
each with its own fireplace.

Fair Hill II

0 
E mile east of Laytonsville on the north
side of the road to Unity, and twenty-
five miles north of Wa' shington, the

house shown below is sure to attract attention.
Covered with siding painted white, it has the
appearance of a well-preserved house of Colo-
nial days with its simple lines and proportions.
It was built before 151:3, for in that year it was
a country store and was the meeting place of a
C, of prominent citizens who met to reorgan-
ize Saint Bartholomew's Protestant Episcopal
Church.
On Easter Mondav in 181:3 this meeting of

parishioners was held in the building below,
part of which was Fred Bowman's store, for
the election of vestrymen. The left-band or

NO. 31 C-8 LEFT END LOGS, BRICK NOGGED
CA. 1800 WAS BOWMAN'S STORE 1813

west end of the house shown was the store, and
anion- those present at that time were Ephraim
Gaither of Clover Hill, .john H. Riggs, of Locust
Grove II, Henry C. Gaither, of Pleasant Fields
—all persons referred to in this series on old
lionies—and four other persons of note.
On May 2, 1814, a meeting of the vestry was

called at Bowman's to select a site for the
church, and the site chosen was on a branch of-
the Hawlings River in a grove of trees near the
highway on the edge of the Edgehill farm of
the Griffith family. This site had been occupied
by a log building used as a chapel of ease estab-
lished more than half-a-century before. The
old chapel had been established sometime before
the Revolution by a petition to the Governor,
dated 1761, to divide Prince George's Parish—
the probable date being shortly after that.
The new church building, replacing the an-

cient lo-, structure, was built of stone covered
with cement mortar, was completed in May,
1319, and consecrated soon after by Bishop
Kemp. Thus, Bowman's store, now the Fair
Hill home of the Fry family, filled an important
place in local affairs, one hundred and forty-
five years ago.
The Fair Hill II farm of today, containing

287 acres of rich land, is formed from parts of
"Addition to Brooke Grove," a grant to James
Brooke of 7,906 acres, in September, 1762, and
also includes a part of "Retirement," an in-
denture of November, 1816, for 601 acres made

9



1.50 HISTORIC MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

by the Chancellor of Maryland, to which the
great seal of the State was affixed on January
31, 1818. This conveyance to Henry Griffith III
was based on a re-survey of a number of former
grants, and the acquisition of certain "vacan-
cies," not previously covered by deeds.
The farm for years belonged to Adam Bell

and his wife, Eleanor, and 1914 was conveyed
to Alton Bell, a grandson of Adam, by Emma
Bell and others... Adam departed this life in
1875 at the age of seventy-five, and his wife died
in June, 18621. Both lie buried in the grove of
trees, near where the old Hawlings River chapel
was situated, on the rear of the Edgehill farm.
Later the farm was owned by Laban Armstrong,
who in turn sold to Edwin D. Fry in 1936. At
that time the acreage was 273.
On the western edge of the farm towards Lay-

tonsville there is a small antique-type of house
which possibly may be older than the main
house at Fair Hill. This was known as a tailor's
shop, and tradition states that it was a slave
market more than a century ago. It has been
thought that this house, a center of a small
settlement, may be older than Laytonsville
proper where the lovely John H. Layton brick
house has stood near the village cross roads
since Revolutionary days.
At the time of the Johnstown flood, May 31.,

1859, the small stream which erosses the road-
wav between the two houses on the Fair Hill

farm became a roaring torrent. It is recalled
that this flood nearly carried away the small
tailor shop at that time.
The first member of the Fry family, the great-

grandfather of Edwin Fry, came to America
from Germany more than a century ago. Edwin
Fry married Susan Ransome in 1923, and they
have three sons and two daughters. Edwin D.,
Junior, is married and assists his father in the
operation of the large place as a dairy farm,
using a large herd of Holstein cows.
The Fry family have been leaders in the

Four-H Ciubs of the County, which have done
so much to improve the farming conditions in
Montgomery and keep the youth interested in
progressive methods of agriculture and live-
stock breeding. '_firs. Fry had been especially
active in county organizations, and especially in
the work of the Montgomery County General
Hospital and in home demonstration work.
:firs. Fry died 3 or 4 years a.-o, and Edwin Jr.
bought a farm in another county of the state.
After he left the home farm his father Edwin

Sr., discontinued the dairy business, and now
.-razes cattle.

The house at Fair Hill has two front doors;
the one on the left, about the center of the west
section, was the entrance to the Bowman store.
This, ,vhicli is evidently the oldest part of the
house, is built of logs covered with siding, and
is without a fireplace.

10
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FAIR HILL II (23/29): This is a low, composite house, of Federal lines,

constructed in the first quarter of the 19th century. The left three

bays are apparently the earlier section, of log construction, and reportedly

once housed Bowman's Store, ca. 1800. The store served as an early

meeting place of some importance to the Laytonsville area. To this

building was added a brick-nogged frame section, ca. 1820, and

a later rear wing. The structure as an organic whole is very simply

styled and proportioned -- the front united by a later one story porch

and continuous pebble-dashing. Because of its age, its retained

architectural integrity and its interest as an early example of a

combined commercial/residential structure: RECOMME4DED, l,a; 2,a.
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b. Where the Planning liuurd drturmii►es that the historic resource in

Jill 1146 CoOd rrill be it►eluded in the Waster flan for Historic Preservation, the Pluririihp buurd
shall i►iutiatc~ u„ aine;ndinei►t tei the MuSte:r Plan for Historic Preservation pursuant to the

prov:aioia, of Article 661), Annotated Code of Maryland.

1. In the event that said amendment is adopted and t►►e hiate;ric

re%,~urre: is Pl"L. d oi► 114 Master Plan for historic Preservation as an historic Sitc, or do

A►storic resuw•cu within an Historic district, the Director shall give written r►oticer to ull kcrsGtta

►via► ar►y ri iiit, uile, or interest in the subject property of the conditiuits of dete:riorution unct

shall specify tl►c items of repair or maintefiace necessary to stabilize the condition of the

historic rv,uurce and prevent further deterioration.

Said notice shall provide that said stabilization work shall

cualli,.~ ]ec .i►tr.it► thirty (30) Days of receipt of the notice and shall be completed within a

rca.sunaale time: thereafter.

3. In the event that stabilization action is not instituted within

the Lillie allvituo, or not completed within a rcasor►able tune thereafter, the Director intiy

institute, perform and complete the necessary stabilization work and the expenses incurred by

the Dirv.-tor for such work, labor or materials shall be a lien against the property, and draw

interest tit the highest legal rate, the amount to be amortized over a period of ten (10) years

sutile- t .o it purlic sale if there is a default in payment.

h1cruloriurn on Alteration or Demolition

(ti) Application for Permits for Historic hesources on Locatinr►ul Atlas. Any

applicuitt for a hermit to demolish or sub:Adntia11V alter the exterior features of tiny
'hial:'ric ruscurce wr►ieh is listed iii the "Locatiunal Atlas and Index of Histurie Sites in

hloriL :on i:rr Co"r.ty, Wtiryland," or the microfilmed addenda to said Atlas, publi::hcd by the

t+la:ylbnd-t~ut; ,r.al Cii,ital Park and Planning Con-onissiul1, but which is not designated us an

Mi,toric Site: or 111:.toric District on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation shall be required

to disclose said fact on the application.

(D) Referral to the Planning board. Upon receipt of said application, the Director

shall promptly forwhrd the same to the Planning hoard to make a finding, rafter a public ticaring,

rrti to the sitmificaiiee of the historic resource and to determine whether in its opinion, after due

m-aiidcratior► has been given to the recommendations of the Commission, it will be designated

tai tin H►stcrie Site, or an historic resource within an Historic District, listed in the Muster Plan

tar Historic Preservation.

(c) Delcrif,imition by the: Planning Hoard.

(1) lVl,e:re the Planning Hoard determines that the historic resource will not be

iucluac i in tl►c Minter Pltai for 1l►sturic Preservation, the Director shall forthwith issue: the

permit.

(2) Where the Planning board deterinmes that the historic resource in till

liice:lit,,;,A will be ;r,cludud in the Master Plan for Historic Preservation, the Director shall

WiLfih:,ld V--%Uhr,ce• of. the permll oiiec fur a rnaximurn ix-riud of SIX (ti) motit4i

frua► the We of tlic Qirector's decision or wail the historic resource is dt;siljnnted un Historic
Site or un historic re:.~,ource within an Historic District, at which tune the Application shall be
,o►cracd by the procedures t:statilishcd in Section 24A-7.
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