35/13-040 5 West Melrose Street
Chevy Chase Historic District




THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK & PLANNING COMMISSION

Date: May 28, 2004

MEMORANDUM

TO: Robert Hubbard, Director

FROM: Michele Naru, Senior Planner
Historic Preservation Section@

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit # 343357

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has reviewed the attached
application for a Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP). This application was APPROVED with
Conditions. These conditions are:

The driveway’s size and configuration will not be changed as a result of the material
replacement.

Proposed fence installation along the west elevation will not exceed 4 in height.
The original front porch’s materials will not be changed.

The HPC staff will review and stamp the construction drawings prior to the applicant’s applying for a
building permit with DPS.

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED CONDITIONAL UPON
ADHERENCE TO THE APPROVED HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT (HAWP).

Applicant:  John and Kathleen McMackin
Address: 5 West Melrose Street, Chevy Chase Village Historic District

This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that, after issuance of the Montgomery County
Department of Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the applicant arrange for a field inspection by calling
the Montgomery County DPS Field Services Office at 240-777-6210 or online at
http://permits.emontgomery.org prior to commencement of work and not more than two weeks
following completion of work '

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD, 8787 GEORGIA AVENUE, SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20910
WWW.MNCPPC.ORG
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DCA LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS, INC.
imﬂ 1315 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

@@@ Washington, DC 20007

Z(ON Phone (202) 337-1160 Date: May 27, 2004

@ Fax (202) 337-4630 Attention: Michelle Naru

To . ) Re: Historic Application Work Permit
Attention: Michelle Naru For the McMackin residence
Historic Preservation Commission '

1109 Spring Street Suite 801
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

WE ARE SENDING YOU [] Attached [] via FEDEX the following items: [ ] Plans

COPIES

DATE NO. DESCRIPTION

2

5/2004 Layout Plan for the McMackin residence and Elevations

THESE ARE TRANSMITTED as checked below:

For Approval Approval as submitted Re-submit copies for approval
For your use Approved as noted Submit copies for distribution
Asrequested Returned for corrections Return corrected prints

For review and comment

REMARKS:

Michelle,

Enclosed are two copies of the McMackin residence drawings for stamping,
Have a terrific holiday!

Regards,

Anne E.D. Dowell, ASLA
Landscape Architect

COPY TO - SIGNE
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: May 20, 2004
TO: Historic Preservation Commission
FROM: Michele Naru, Historic Preservation Planner

SUBJECT: 5/26/04 HAWP for 5 West Melrose, Chevy Chase Village Historic District

The applicants have deleted the front porch step alterations from their current HAWP application
to be reviewed by the Commission on the May 26, 2004 Agenda. The applicants do not object to
the rest of the staff conditions as shown on the staff report.

The attached drawings illustrate the deletion of this item.
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HI-E

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 5 West Melrose Street, Chevy Chase Meeting Date: 05/26/04

Resource:  Contributing Resource ’ Report Date: 05/19/04
Chevy Chase Village Historic District

Review: HAWP - Public Notice: - 05/12/04

Case Number: 35/13-040 Tax Credit: N/A

Applicant:  John and Kathleen McMackin Staff: Michele Naru

(Anne Dowell, Agent)

PROPOSAL: Driveway, timber wall, and front porch steps material replacement; Fence
extension

RECOMMEND: Approve with Conditions

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Commission approve this HAWP application
with the conditions that:

The driveway’s size and configuration will not be changed as a result of the material
replacement.

Proposed fence installation along the west elevation will not exceed 4’ in height.
The original front porch’s materials will not be changed.

BACKGROUND

The Commission has reviewed previous HAWPs for this property on January 14, 2004 and
April 28, 2004. The applicants received approval from the Commission on January 14, 2004 for the
installation of an in-ground pool and spa, a retaining wall and terrace and a 6” high vertical board
fence with gate. The April 28, 2004 approval included a deck expansion, and a pergola, accessory
building and bluestone patio installation.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource in the Chevy Chase Village HD
STYLE: Colonial Revival

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1916-1927



PROPOSAL:

The current application includes:

1. Replace the existing timber retaining walls along the east, side elevation of the house
with fieldstone retaining walls. Wall will need to be lowered 6 to improve drainage
from residence. '

2. Replace the existing asphalt driveway with unit pavers.

3. Install a 5’ high scalloped picket fence along the west, side elevation to shield the
existing A/C units.

4, Move the existing rear, deck steps to the driveway side of the deck. Replace the
existing steps with a deck extension.

5. Replace the existing wood front stairs and column bases with bluestone.

STAFF DISCUSSION

Proposed new construction within the Chevy Chase Village Historic District are reviewed
under the Chevy Chase Village Guidelines adopted as part of the Amendment to the Bethesda-
Chevy Chase Master Plan in 1997. The Guidelines break down specific projects into three
levels of review - Lenient, Moderate and Strict Scrutiny.

“Lenient Scrutiny” means that the emphasis of the review should be on issues of general
massing and scale, and compatibility with the surrounding streetscape, and should allow for a
very liberal interpretation of preservation rules. Most changes should be permitted unless there
are major problems with massing, scale or compatibility.

“Moderate Scrutiny” involves a higher standard of review than “lenient scrutiny.”
Besides issues of massing, scale and compatibility, preserving the integrity of the resource is
taken into account. Alterations should be designed so that the altered structure still contributes to
the district. Use of compatible new materials, rather than the original building materials, should
be permitted. Planned changes should be compatible with the structure’s existing design, but
should not be required to replicate its architectural style.

“Strict Scrutiny” means that the planned changes should be reviewed to insure that the
integrity of the significant exterior architectural or landscaping features and details is not
compromised. However, strict scrutiny should not be “strict in theory but fatal in fact” i.e. it
does not mean that there can be no changes but simply that the proposed changes should be
reviewed with extra care.

The Guidelines that pertain to this project are as follows:

e Decks should be subject to moderate scrutiny if they are visible from the public
right-of-way, lenient scrutiny if they are not.

@



e Fences should be subject to strict scrutiny if they detract significantly from the
existing open streetscape. Otherwise, fences should be subject to moderate
scrutiny if they are visible from the public right-of-way, lenient scrutiny if they are
not. '

e Driveways should be subject to strict scrutiny only with regard to their impact on
landscaping, particularly mature trees. In all other respects, driveways should be
subject to lenient scrutiny.

e Porches should be subject to moderate scrutiny if they are visible from the public
right-of-way, lenient scrutiny if they are not. '

e Sidewalks should be subject to strict scrutiny with regard to their impact on
landscaping, particularly mature trees.

e Lot coverage should be subject to strict scrutiny, in view of the critical importance
of preserving the Village’s open park-like character.

It has been the Commission’s policy to approve fences in the exceeding 4’ in height to be
located in the rear yard, not exceeding beyond the rear elevation of the house, as such, the proposed
fence to shield the A/C units should not exceed 4’ in height, as it is forward of the rear elevation.

Secondly, the proposed alteration of the porch steps and column bases concerns staff. This
proposed change of an original feature compromises the original design intent and as such reduces its
integrity. Staff strongly objects to this change and is recommending that this aspect of the proposal
be omitted.

The remaining proposed projects would not adversely impact the existing historic integrity of
the site, as they are not altering or changing character defining features of the house or the property.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission approve with the above stated conditions the
HAWP application as being consistent with Chapter 24A-8(b)2:

The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, architectural
or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic resource is located and
would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter,

and with the Chevy Chase Village Historic District Guidelines, adopted in August 1997.

with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will
present 3 permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission
for permits (if applicable). After issuance of the Montgomery County Department of
Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling the
DPS Field Services Office at 240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more than
two weeks following completion of work. :



HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIi‘ING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners]
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1

Front of house from West Melrose Street
showing extent of asphalt drive to be replaced.
Existingtimber walls at sides of drive

to be replaced with fieldstone walls.

Wall at residence side to be lowered six inches to
improve drainage from residence. '
Picket fence to be repositioned on wall after
construction. existing path to be repositioned.




Front of house from West Melrose Street.
Existing wood steps at verandah to be replaced
with bluestone treads and stone risers, with
top step recessed into verandah.

Existing asphalt drive to be replaced with unit
pavers.

\




Left photo shows view from West Melrose Street side.

Views of west side of house and A/C units.
Righ photo shows view from rear garden.

Proposal extends previously permitted 5' scallop

picket fencé to shield A/C units.
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Images of existing wood deck.
Proposal moves the steps to the driveway

side of the deck and replaces the existing steps
with deck.

The size of the deck does not change.
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Front of house from West Melrose Street
showing extent of asphalt drive to be replaced.
Existing timber walls at sides of drive

to be replaced with fieldstone walls.

Wall at residence side to be lowered six inches to
improve drainage from residence.

Picket fence to be repositioned on wall after
construction. existing path to be repositioned.




Front of house from West Melrose Street.
Existing wood steps at verandah to be replaced
with bluestone treads and stone risers, with
top step recessed into verandah.

Existing asphalt drive to be replaced with unit
pavers.
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Views of west side of house and A/C units.

Left photo shows view from West Melrose Street side.
Righ photo shows view from rear garden.

Proposal extends previously permitted 5' scallop
picket fence to shield A/C units.




Images of existing wood deck.
Proposal moves the steps to the driveway

side of the deck and replaces the existing steps
with deck.

The size of the deck does not change.
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Images of existing asphalt drive and

timber retaining wall.

Asphalt drive to be replaced with unit
pavers and timber walls to be replaced with
fieldstone walls.
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: May 20, 2004
TO: Historic Preservation Commission

FROM: Michele Naru, Historic Preservation Planner

SUBJECT: 5/26/04 HAWP for 5 West Melrose, Chevy Chase Village Historic District

The applicants have deleted the front porch step alterations from their current HAWP application
to be reviewed by the Commission on the May 26, 2004 Agenda. The applicants do not object to
the rest of the staff conditions as shown on the staff report.

“The attached drawings illustrate the deletion of this item.
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To

DCA LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS, INC.

1315 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20007

Phone (202) 337-1160 Date: May 19, 2004

Fax (202) 337-4630 Attention: Michelle Naru

. ) , Re: Historic Application Work Permit

Attention: Michelle Naru For the McMackin residence
Historic Preservation Commission

1109 Spring Street

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

WE ARE SENDING YOU [ Attached [] via FEDEX the following items: [] Plans

COPIES

DATE

NO.

DESCRIPTION

2

5/2004

Layout Plan for the McMackin residence and Elevations

THESE ARE TRANSMITTED as checked below:
For Approval

For your use

As requested
For review and comment

REMARKS:

Michelle

t

Approval as submitted Re-submit copies for approval
Approved as noted Submit copies for distribution
Returned for corrections Retumn corrected prinfs

Enclosed are the revised full scale and reduced drawings for the McMackin residence submission.

Regards,

Anne E.D. Dowell, ASLA

Landscape Architect

COPY TO

SIGNED
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ANY PURPOSE DTHER THAN FOR THE SPECIFIC PROJECT FOR WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN
PREPARED AND DEVELOPED WITHOUT THE WRITTEN CONSENT QOF THE ARCHITECT.
SIONS AND CONDITIONS ON THE JOB AND THIS QFFICE MUST BE NOTIFIED OF ANY
VARIATIONS FROM THE DIMENSIONS AND CONDITIONS SHOWN BY THESE DRAWINGS.

SHOP DETAILS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THISOFFICE FORAPPROVAL BEFORE PROCEEDING

DIMENSIONS. CONTRACTORS SHALL VERIFY, AND BE RESPONSIBLE FOR, ALL DIMEN-
WITH FABRICATION,

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT. NO PART THEREQF SHALL BECDPIED, DISCLOSED TOOTHERS
QRUSEDINCONNECTIDN WITH ANY WORK DRPAROJECT DRBY ANYOTHER PERSDNFDR

VISUAL CONTACT WITH THESE DRAWINGS OR SPECIFICATIONS SHALL CONSTITUTE

CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE OF ACCEPTANCE OF THESE RESTRICTIONS,

WRITTEN DIMENSIONS ON THESE DRAWINGS SHAEL HAVE PRECEDENCE QVER SCALED

THE ABOVE DRAWINGS AND SPECIFICATIGONS AND THE IDEAS, DESIGNS AND ARRANGE- |
MENTS REPRESENTED THEREBY ARE AND SHALL REMAIN THE PROPERTY OF THE
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DCA Landscape Architects, Inc.
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Washington, D.C. 20007
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ORUSED INCONNECTION WITH ANY WORK ORPROJECT OREBY ANY OTHERPERSONFOR'

ANY PURPOSE OTHER THAN FOR THE SPECIFIC PROJECT FOR WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN
PREPARED AND DEVELOPED WITHOUT THE WRITTEN CONSENT OF THE ARCHITECT.
VISUAL CONTACT WITH THESE DRAWINGS OR SPECIFICATIONS SHALL CONSTITUTE
CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE OF ACCEPTANCE OF THESE RESTRICTIONS,

WHITTEN DIMENSIONS ON THESE DRAWINGS SHALL HAVE PRECEDENCE OVER SCALED
DIMENSIONS. CONTRACTORS SHALL VERIFY, AND BE RESPONSIBLE FOR, ALL DIMEN-
SIONS AND CONDIT!IONS ON THE JOB AND THIS OFFICE MUST BE NOTIFIED OF ANY
VARIATIONS FROM THE EAMENSIONS AND CONDITIONS SHOWN BY THESE DRAWINGS.
SHOP DETAILS MUST BE SUBMITTED TCTHIS OFFICE FOR APPROVAL BEFORE PROCEEDING
WITH FABRICATION. . Do
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