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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760

MEMORANDUM

TO: Robert Hubbard, Director
Department of Permitting Services

FROM: Michele Oaks, Senior Planner
Historic Preservation Section, CPPC

Date: March 9, 2006

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit # 412067 Tree removal, retaining wall replacement, patio and
fence installation and landscape alterations to 4 West Melrose Street, Chevy Chase
Village Historic District

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) reviewed the attached application
for a Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP) at its public hearing on March 8, 2006. This application was
APPROVED with a condition. The condition of approval was:

• The applicants will obtain a variance from Chevy Chase Village for proposed fence prior
to installation.

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED AND CONDITIONAL UPON
ADHERENCE TO THE ABOVE APPROVED HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT (HAWP)
CONDITIONS.

Applicant: Edmund and Mary Bartlett

Address: 4 West Melrose Street, Chevy Chase (Chevy Chase Village Historic District)

This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that, after issuance of the Montgomery County
Department of Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the applicant will contact the Historic Preservation
Office if they modify or make any alterations to the approve plans.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD, 8787 GEORGIA AVENUE, SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20910
WWW.MNCPPC.ORG



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
3011563-3400

APPLICATION FOR
H STORIC AREA WORK PERMIT
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Address:

H-B

HISTORIC PRESERVATION conmismoN STAFF REPORT

4 West Melrose Street, Chevy Chase

Resource: Contributing Resource
Chevy Chase Village Historic District

Review: HAWP

Case Number: 35/13-06D

Applicant: Edmond and Mary Bartlett
(Katie Roberts, Agent)

Meeting Date: 3/8/2006

Report Date: 3/1/2006

Public Notice: 2/22/2006

Tax Credit: N/A

Staff: Michele Oaks

PROPOSAL: Tree removal, retaining wall replacement, patio and fence installation and landscape
alterations

RECOMMEND: Approve

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource in the Chevy Chase Village Historic District
STYLE: Tudor Revival
PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1916-1927

PROPOSAL:

The applicants propose to:

1. Replace in-kind the existing brick wall, which encloses the left side yard of the house. The
new brick wall will be installed in the same location and at the same height of the existing.
The wrought iron gate will be re-used in the new wall.

2. Repair and replace in-kind, as needed, the brick patio located in the left, side yard. The
dimensions of the patio will not increase.

2. Remove a 30" diameter Norway Maple from the northeast corner of the property. The Chevy
Chase arborist has approved the removal of this tree.

3. Remove a 15" diameter American Holly from the southeast corner of the property. The
Chevy Chase arborist has approved the removal of this tree.

4. Install (5) new trees on the subject property, to include two (2), white Redbud trees; two (2)
Cryptomeria and one (1), upright magnolia tree.

5. Re-locate two (2), Foster Maples in the rear yard from the southeastern corner to the
southwestern corner of the yard.

6. Re-install 48" high, hinged, diagonal, lattice panels to shield the existing A/C units.



7. Remove the existing concrete slab, basketball court in the rear yard (southwestern corner) and
install a new, flagstone patio and walkway (from new patio to the existing rear deck). The
patio's corners will be detailed with tree boxes that will house the new, white redbud trees.

8. Replace the existing concrete retaining wall , which runs along the western (side) property
line with a new brick retaining wall of the same height.

9. Install a new, 6'6" fence on top of the new retaining wall to replace the existing, 6'6"
stockade fence and install a new, 6'6" gate to replace the existing 6'6"gate that abuts the
front plane of the house and connects to the fencing.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES:

When reviewing alterations contributing resources within the Chevy Chase Village Master Plan Historic
District two documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their
decision. These documents include the Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A) and the
Chevy Chase Village Guidelines adopted as part of the Amendment to the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Master
Plan in 1997. The pertinent information in these documents is outlined below.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A

A HAWP permit should be issued if the Commission finds that:

1. The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of a historic site or historic
resource within a historic district.

2. The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical archaeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which a historic
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto of to the achievement of the
purposes of this chapter.

3. The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private
utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a
manner compatible with the historical, archaeological, architectural or cultural value of the
histOric site or historic district in which an historic resource is located.

Chevy Chase Village Guidelines

The Guidelines break down specific projects into three levels of review - Lenient, Moderate and
Strict Scrutiny.

"Lenient Scrutiny" means that the emphasis of the review should be on issues of general massing
and scale, and compatibility with the surrounding streetscape, and should allow for a very liberal
interpretation of preservation rules. Most changes should be permitted unless there are major problems
with massing, scale or compatibility.

"Moderate Scrutiny" involves a higher standard of review than "lenient scrutiny." Besides issues
of massing, scale and compatibility, preserving the integrity of the resource is taken into account.
Alterations should be designed so that the altered structure still contributes to the district. Use of
compatible new materials, rather than the original building materials, should be permitted. Planned
changes should be compatible with the structure's existing design, but should not be required to replicate
its architectural style.



"Strict Scrutiny" means that the planned changes should be reviewed to insure that the integrity
of the significant exterior architectural or landscaping features and details is not compromised. However,
strict scrutiny should not be "strict in theory but fatal in fact" i.e. it does not mean that there can be no
changes but simply that the proposed changes should be reviewed with extra care.

The Guidelines that pertain to this project are as follows:

• Fences should be subject to strict scrutiny if they detract significantly from the existing
open streetscape. Otherwise, fences should be subject to moderate scrutiny if they are
visible from the public right-of-way, lenient scrutiny if they are not.

• Tree removal should be subject to strict serutiny and consistent with the Chevy Chase
Village Urban Forest Ordinance.

• Lot coverage should be subject to strict scrutiny, in view of the critical importance of
preserving the Village's open park-like character.

STAFF DISCUSSION:

The proposed projects will not negatively impact the existing historic integrity of the site and will

be sympathetic to the architectural design of the existing house and compatible with the adjacent historic
resources. This proposal meets the criteria outlined in the Chevy Chase Village Guidelines. Staff
recommends approval.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application as being consistent with
Chapter 24A-8(b)1, 2 and 3:

and with the Chevy Chase Village Guidelines adopted in 1997.

with the general conditions applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant shall also
present three (3) permit sets of drawings  to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for
building permits or the commencement of the project.



Application for Historic Area Work Permit
4 W. Melrose Street, Chevy Chase, MD 20815

#7 Addresses of adjacent and confronting property owners:

Adjacent:
Mr. and Mrs.
Mr. and Mrs.
Mr. and Mrs.
Mr. and Mrs.
Mr. and Mrs.

Confronting:

Thomas Marvaso, 2 W. Melrose St., Chevy Chase, MD 20815
Thomas W. Perry, Jr., 6 W. Melrose St., Chevy Chase, MD 20815
Jonathan E, Colby, 6000 Connecticut Avenue, Chevy Chase, MD 20815
Luis Medeiros, 3 W. Lennox St., Chevy Chase, MD 20815
Andrew Steinberg, 5 W. Lennox St., Chevy Chase MD 20815

Mr. and Mrs. P. Alexander Smith, 1 W. Melrose St., Chevy Chase, MD 20815
Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred L. Goodwyn, III, 3 W. Melrose St., Chevy Chase, MD 20815
Mr. and Mrs. John J. McMackin, 5 W. Melrose St., Chevy Chase, MD 20815



The information shown hereon has been prepared without benefit
may not reflect all easements or encumbrances which may

Notes:

fl Flood zone "C" per HILO..
panel No. 4,1754.

2) All property corners have been
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per field survey performed:
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CHEVY CHASE VILLAGE
5906 Connecticut Avenue

Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815
(301) 654-7300

TREE REMOVAL PERMIT 

Permit Number: 1538

.1.ateissue-cl:Tehruary:11;_ 2006

Name of Property Owner:
Address of Construction:

Contractor:

Expires: Tebru 2007

Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Bartlett
4 West Melrose Street
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815

To be determined.

WORK TO BE DONE

Number of Trees to be Removed:
Species:

Location:

Two (2)
30-inch diameter Norway Maple,
15-inch diameter American Holly.
Left side and rear yards.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS

• Work must be completed by February 13,2007.
• All debris must be hauled away by Contractor.
o Posting of commercial signs is prohibited.

Permit Fee: $50.00 Appeal Fee: $0.00

Total Fees Due: $50.00 (PAID)

Fines: N/A

THIS PERMIT MUST BE POSTED



4 West Melrose Street

Tree Removal Request
Attached pictures shown extent of damage caused by the Norway maple on
the northeast side of the house.

1) Bricks have been painted, sealed and a coping put on top of the wall
over the years in an attempt to stop water from getting in the wall. The tree
roots continue to grow and break the wall apart. The gate will not shut
anymore as the tree roots have bent the metal support.

Note the line at the bottom of the wall near the bottom hinge of the
gate. The whole wall has shifted out and will need to be rebuilt from the
bottom up.

2) The next picture shows the same break in the bottom of the wall from
a side angle. You can also see that the wall of the flower bed has separated
from the main wall.

3) As the tree has grown, it has lifted all the bricks around it. The result
has been a slope towards the house that acts like a funnel for water during
heavy rainstorms. In heavy rain, we have running water in our basement that
comes from this spot. We need to redo this patio, put waterproofing
underneath the surface, and funnel the water towards the street.

4) Flower bed wall inside the wall is cracked and broken by the tree
roots.

5) Fungus has developed on the trunk of the tree. It has been shrinking
recently, but would seem to indicate that the tree is under stress.
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HAWP APPLICATION; MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner's Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners]

Owner's mailing address 
2

6An~i.~e_ ~G$/S

Owner's Agent's mailing address

3607 N C l
~,~1~K~f V A L2 2- v %

Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses

s~ U 7



CHEVY CHASE VILLAGE
5906 Connecticut Avenue

Chevy Chase, Maryland 20$15
(301) 654-7300

TREE REMOVAL PERMIT

Permit Number: 1538

} ua1AuAd,.„Februs(, 13 eb 13.2 ;

Name of Propeny Owner: Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Bartlett
Address of Construction: 4 West Melrose Street

Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815

Contractor: To be determined.

WORK TO BE DONE

Number of Trees to be Removed: Two (2)
Species: 30-inch diameter Norway Maple;

15-inch diameter American Holly.
Location: Left side and rear yards.

SPECI ” CONDITIONS'.

❑ Work must be completed by February 13, 2007.
a All debris must be hauled away by Contractor.
❑ Posting of commercial signs is prohibited.

Permit Fee: $50.00 Appeal Fee: $0.00 ' Fines: N/A

Total Fees Due: $50.00 (PAID)

THIS PERMIT MUST BE POSTED



The information shown hereon has been preparea without benefit of a Title Report, therefore,
may not reflect all easements or encumbrances which may affect.sub)ect property.

Notes:

1) Flood zone "C" per H.U.D..
panel No. O1754.

2) all property corners have been

recovered or set and verified
per field survey performed: Lot ~-
?wNc •s, M134. D of

3) I P.F. Indicates iron pipe found. i t
IP.S. Indicates iron pin & cap set.
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SURVEYOR'S CERTIFICATE REFERENCES
SNIDER & ASSOCIATES

SURVEYORS - ENGINEERS
"[ HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION

SHOWN HEREON HAS BEEN BASED UPON A FIELD
PLAT BK. (3 2 LAND PLANNING CONSULTANTSSURVEY PURSUANT TO THE DEED OR PLAT OF

RECORD. PROPERTY MARKERS HAVE BEEN FOUND ! 2 Professional Drive, Suite 218

OR PLACED AND VERIFIED TO BE IN RELATIVE PLAT NO. 48 106 Gaithersburg; xa:yla, 48-1
30t/saa-sloo, Fax 301/948-1288
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SHOWN."
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Application for Historic Area Work Permit
4 W. Melrose Street, Chevy Chase, MD 20815

#7 Addresses of adjacent and confronting property owners:

Adjacent:
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Marvaso, 2 W. Melrose St., Chevy Chase, MD 20815
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Perry, Jr., 6 W. Melrose St., Chevy Chase, MD 20815
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan E, Colby, 6000 Connecticut Avenue, Chevy Chase, MD 20815
Mr. and Mrs. Luis Medeiros, 3 W. Lennox St., Chevy Chase, MD 20815
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Steinberg, 5 W. Lennox St., Chevy Chase MD 20815

Confronting:

Mr. and Mrs. P. Alexander Smith, 1 W. Melrose St., Chevy Chase, MD 20815
Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred L. Goodwyn, III, 3 W. Melrose St., Chevy Chase, MD 20815
Mr. and Mrs. John J. McMackin, 5 W. Melrose St., Chevy Chase, MD 20815
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4 West Melrose Street

Tree Removal Request

Attached pictures shown extent of damage caused by the Norway maple on

the northeast side of the house.

1) Bricks have been painted, sealed and a coping put on top of the wall
over the years in an attempt to stop water from getting in the wall. The tree
roots continue to grow and break the wall apart. The gate will not shut
anymore as the tree roots have bent the metal support.

Note the line at the bottom of the wall near the bottom hinge of the
gate. The whole wall has shifted out and will need to be rebuilt from.the
bottom up.

Z) The next picture shows the same break in the bottom of the wall from
a side angle. You can also see that the wall of the flower bed has separated
from the main wall.

3) As the tree has grown, it has lifted all the bricks around it. The result
has been a slope towards the house that acts like a funnel for water during.
heavy rainstorms. In heavy rain, we have running water in our basement that
comes from this spot. We need to redo this patio, put waterproofing
underneath the surface, and funnel the water towards the street.

4) Flower bed wall inside the wall is cracked and broken by the tree
roots.

5) Fungus has developed on the trunk of the tree. It has. been shrinking
recently, but would seem to indicate that the tree is under stress.
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HAWP APPLICATION; MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner's Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners]

Owner's mailing address

< Kx~' k~-wuj

J-  S-1

Owner's Agent's mailing address

3607 N(e.
zz 2-

AdjacentAdjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses
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4 West Melrose street

Wall Replacement Project

Attached pictures show the existing wall between our house and 6 West
Melrose Street (Carter and Tom Perry).

1) From the street looking south. The wall is low to start and rises to
approximately three feet above ground level as it traverses toward the back
of the property. The wall is slightly above ground level on our side and
averages three feet on the Perry's side.

2) The next picture shows the wall from the side of the front gate. The
wall was not built wide enough to withstand the pressure of the ground from
our side. The angled tree is holding up our rotted wooden fence.

3) This view is from the south end of the Perry's backyard looking north
towards West Melrose Street. Much of the wall is exposed cinder block with
a brick coping on top. Our proposed renovation has a complete brick facing
on this wall. This picture also shows our wooden fence leaning into the
Perry's backyard.

4) This picture shows the end of the wall looking back towards West
Melrose Street. This wall was clearly built poorly and inexpensively. It is on
an angle like this for basically it's whole length.

5) Our wooden fence looking north towards West Melrose Street. Many
of the vertical posts are broken and many of the slats have rotted out at the
bottom
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