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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND . PLANNING COMMISSION

8787 Georgia Avenue a Silver Spring. Maryland 20910-3760

PP_

MEMORANDUM

TO: Robert Hubbard, Acting Chief
Division of Development Services and Regulation
Department of Environmental Protection

FROM: Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation Coordinator
Design, Zoning, and Preservation Division
M-NCPPC

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit

DATE:

The Montgomery Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the
attached application for a Historic Area Work Permit. The appli-
cation was:

Approved Denied.

Puogi

Approved with Conditions:

4 k x, ws. &QxU W (,U,mi G✓A wmd so. t /,ixJ 44 . ' a0d 4l

The Building Permit for this project should be issued conditional
upon adherance to the approved Historic Area*Work Permit.

Applicant: kblt ~•

Address

0674A~ Ub[4-
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MEMORANDUM

CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring. Maryland 20910-3760

TO: Historic Area Work Permit Applicants

FROM: Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation Coordinator
.Design, Zoning, and Preservation Division
M-NCPPC

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit Application - Approval of
Application/ Release of other Required Permits

DATE: 46d 'S

Enclosed is a copy of your Historic Area Work Permit application,
approved by the Historic Preservation Commission at its recent
meeting, and a memorandum stating conditions (if any) of approv-
al.

You may now apply for a county building permit from the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection (DEP), at 250 Hungerford Drive,
Second Floor, in Rockville. Please note that although.your work
has been approved by the Historic Preservation Commission, it
must also be approved by DEP before work can begin.

that will be mailed to you directly from DEP. These forms are
proof that the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed your
project. For further information about filing procedures or
materials, please call DEP at 217-6370.

If your project changes in any way from the approved plans,
either before you apply for your building permit or even after
the work has begun, please contact the Historic Preservation
Commission staff at 495-4570.

Thank you very much for your patience and good luck with your
project!



Historic Preservation Commission ..

51 Monroe Street, Suite 1001, Rockville, Maryland 20850

217-3625 .

APPLICATION FOR -
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT
TAX ACCOUNT # 1; E 4'-~

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER ) i "^"~)'''' i.` r6•
;̀

(Contract/Purchaser)

ADDRESS °̀s(:76(.. P-)L/_C t=1 A•y - - IF'1"HI A V

`v

TELEPHONE-NO.
(Include Area Code)

f CITY Y F. STATE .-+ ZIP

CONTRACTOR 1 .. . , 
j 

s3 4~',i: (ta; ;,/ TELEPHONE NO.

CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER

PLANS PREPARED BY 01i~i "ear TELEPHONE NO, C2 I 2

(Include Area Code) 
fr 

;

REGISTRATION NUMBER

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE

House Number {") i`a :, € 1 r 1 Street AYFwit

~Town/City -`>t-1=°I =-= ' i A Election District

Nearest Cross Street 
r 7 r ,,,.'

Lot Block _ Subdivision *~r 3 `i t ' i /4 / ̀ '' h

Liber j{ Folio 4̀ 6x--'-3 Parcel

IA. TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION: (circle one) _W Circle One: A/C Slab Room Additiony

Construct Extend/Add 'Alter/Renovate r Repair Porch Deck Fireplace Shed Solar Woodburning Stove

Wreck/Raze Move Install Revocable Revision Fence/Wall (complete Section 4) Other

1B. CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATE $
1.C... IF THIS IS,A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT # ' } 

1D. INDICATE NAME OF ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY

1E. IS THIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE?

PART TWO: COMPLETE FO.R.N-EW~GONSTRUCT.I~ON A`ND-E`XT, ND/A•OUIT10=NS- r " r

2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 2B. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY

01 ( )-­ WSSC 02 ( ) Septic 01 ( t) WSSC 02 ( 1 Well

03 ( ) Other 03 ( 1 Other

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL a1 ̀ !

4A. HEIGHT feet inches

4B. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations:

1. On party line/Property line
2. Entirely on land of owner

3. On public right of way/easement (Revocable Letter Required).

I hereby certify that I have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with

plans approved by all agencies listed and I hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

d °,r Te ' if it 
,

Signature of owner or authorized agent (agent must have signature notarized on back) Y J~Date
wa+ww-ilww -rMw'r iiw,i ll w4-4-4wrww7irwi +iw i/MrwwA w#ww►w###iir###ilw

APPROVED ;'" GIr I '^ f i` `t A~For Chairperson, Historic Preservation mmission

DISAPPROVED

APPLICATION/PERMIT NO:
DATE FILED:
DATE ISSUED:
OWNERSHIP CODE:

Signatu

FILING FEE:$
PERMIT FEE: $
BALANCE$

RECEIPT NO: FEE WAIVED:

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 5506 Beech Avenue

Resource: Alta Vista,
Master Plan Site.#35/3

Case Number: 35/.3-94A

Public Notice: 03/30/93

Applicant: Libbie Dumaine

PROPOSAL: Addition of two bay
windows

BACKGROUND

Meeting Date: 04/13/94

HAWP: Alterations

Tax Credit: No

Report Date: 04/06/94

Staff: Patricia Parker

RECOMMEND: Approval w/
condition

This proposal is for modifications to the side elevation of
Alta Vista, Master Plan Site #35/3. The applicant proposes to
construct two new bay windows - one would have a rectilinear
configuration and the other would have slanting windows. Both bay
windows would be cantilevered and the rectangular bay would not
extend beyond the roofline. Interior partition changes are also
being made as part of the proposal.

Alta Vista is an individually designated site (approved in
1990 by the County Council) that lends its name to the surround-
ing area. It is a mid-19th century frame house which was exten-
sively remodeled in 1880 by its owner, Louis Keiser. It exhibits
Queen Anne styling and Eastlake detailing. Alta Vista is signifi-
cant because of its link to the communityfs past as well as its
late-Victorian architecture, particularly the gables, wrap-around
porch, bay and pendants. The environmental setting is 22,008
square feet.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The applicant is proposing to remove two existing 1/1
windows on the first floor in order to create one new opening for
the slanting bay window at this level. This change would occur in
a part of the house which has already experienced changes in the
mid-20th century. Also, a rectilinear bay window would.be in-
stalled in a new opening which would be located in another area
that has been altered by a later addition. The applicant has
provided documentation indicating that this addition was probably
completed in 1988..



0 . 0

The proposed changes will affect the side elevation of the
historic house and they would be visible from the street. No
change is proposed to the street facade. The applicant proposes
to line-up the bay, which replaces the two windows, with the
upper-story windows and to keep the depth of the rectinlinear
bay, which would occur in the addition, inside the projecting
roof line. The slanting bay would have a pediment and decorative
trimwork matching trimwork at the upper-story. The new windows in
both bays would be 1/1.

Staff feels that the concept of removing two windows is not
problematic because they occur in part of the house having
already experienced extensive change. Staff is pleased that the
rectilinear bay is tucked inside the roofline and that the bay
which replaces the two window openings is centered on the first
floor beneath the upper story windows. Further, that the use of
1/1 windows on this elevation is possible. However, staff sug-
gests that the proposed windows be wood with wood sash and trim.
In fact, staff would be pleased to review a submitted manufactur-
er's sample to be assured that the window units are compatible
with that of the historic house.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission find the proposal
consistent with the purposes of Chapter 24A-8(b)l:

The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior
features of an historic site, or historic resource within an
historic district;

and with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabili-
tation #2, and #9 and #10:

The historic character of a property shall be retained and
preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration
of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be
avoided; and

New additions, exterior alterations, or related new con
struction shall not destroy historic materials that charac-
terize the property. The new work shall be differentiated
from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size,
scale, and architectureal features to protect the historic
integrity of the property and its environment.

New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall
be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the fu.
ture, the essential form and integrity of the historic
property and its environment would be unimpaired;

and with the following condition:



1. The proposed bay windows should be wood with wood sash
and trim. The applicant should submit a manufacturer's sample of
the bay window units for approval.
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j4bnl Historic Preservation Commission

51 Mtxlroe5trt?et,Scaite 1001, Rockville; Maryland 20850
' 217-3625

I

APPLICATION-F-011- _--------
HISTORIC -AREA

----•-
HISTORIC-AREA WORK PERMIT__ . ....

! TAX ACCOUNT-*­ 5 544 - to

NAME OF PROPERTY _OWNER ~~~~,E ~U QINI~ _TELEPHONE.N0...1~~ 4Q~~51Q5~

1Cnnitraet/Purchaser) (Include Area Code)

ADDRESS... tv " "-
1 I d I3e13 4zi-L NtE. H'I1~E v 

Zr.
CONTRACTOR ~OO SYNf11`DVP)'I''tl°N w7AL[_. TELEPNONENO.

CONT ARAB CTORREGISTRATIONNUMBER'

PLANS PREPAREDBY ey/aPlti/~ W1LMs TELEPHONE NO. C30!-
- - - -- - -- --- - - .... --  - --- - --.--- -- Ifncludo Area Code)..

REGISTRATION NUMBER

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE

House Number 15,5d✓J -R ~ ~St'reat

Town/City En+Es D A - Election District

Nearest CrossStreet

Lot ! " Block Subdivision r

Libel&L Folio Parcel

IA. TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION: (circle one Circle One: A/C Slab Room Addition

Construct Extend/Add Alter/Renovate =Repair = Porth : -Deck - Fireplace- Shed ` Solar WoodburiringStove

` Wreck/Raze Move Install evocable Revision FertcalWaltleomplete Section 4) Other

1B. CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATE $F h n -
1 ~F THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED AVQTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT DI.Mli0h 16ct; 1999.
10. INDICATE NAME OF ELECTRIC UTILITY COMff NY PVC
1E. IS THIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE?

PART TWO: COMPLETEP066&" 60N8iFflbjf. laN AND Q ll ~Ot /1 Qit~n Q

2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 28. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY
01 ( WWSSC 02 ( 1 Septic p 01 I L~i WSSC 02 1 ) Well
03 ( 1 Other 03 ( I Other

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL N.
4A. HEIGHT feet inches '
4B. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations:

1. On party line/Property line
2. Entirely on land of owner
3. On public right of way/easement (Revocable Letter Required).

I hereby certify that I have the outho to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with
plans ap ro d by ell agencies lied d 1 reby ecknowleoge and accept this to bs a condition for the issuance of this permit.

Signature of owner or authorized agent (agent must have signature notarized on back) Date 
...••.••.••.••..•.• ..................•........••.•1••••.•••.••••.••••••... ••.............•...

APPROVED For Chairperson, Historic Preservation Commission

DISAPPROVED Signature Date

APPLICATION/PERMIT NO: FILING FEE:$
DATE FILED: PERMIT FEE: $
DATE ISSUED: BALANCE$
OWNERSHIP CODE: RECEIPT NO: FEE WAIVED:

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS M



SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

a. Description of existing structure(s) and environmental setting,
including their historical features and significance:

~ S hP kLR1dV 1411l3Y1 - ' t~16T "rt) E ~ O MS! E-Trc-b t I1'Y11nnPcD ~

, 

( J

b. General description of project and its impact on the historic
resource(s), the environmental setting, and, where applicable, the
historic district:



5. Design Features: Schematic construction plans drawn to scale at 1/8"
-1'-0", or 1/4" - V-0", indicating location, size and general type of
walls, window and door openings, roof profiles, and other fixed features
of both the existing resource(s) and the proposed work.

6. acades: Elevation drawings, drawn to scale at 1/8" - 110", or 1/4" -
1'0", clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing
construction and, when appropriate, context. All materials and fixtures
proposed for exterior must be noted on the elevations drawings. An
existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each facade affected by the
or000sed work is required.

7. Materials Specifications: General description of materials and
manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the project.

S. Photos of Resources: Clearly labeled color photographic prints of
each facade of existing resource, including details of the affected
portions. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs.

9. Photos of Context: Clearly labeled color photographic prints of the
resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and from adjoining
properties, and of the adjoining and facing properties.

Color renderings and models are encouraged, but not generally required.

Applicant shall submit 2 copies of all materials in a format no larger
than 8 1/2" x 14"; black and. white photocopies of color photos are acceptable
with the submission of-one .original photo.

10. Addresses of Adjacent Property Owners. For all projects, provide an
accurate list of adjacent and confronting property owners (not tenants),
including names, addresses, and zip codes. This list should include the
owners of all lots or parcels which adjoin the parcel in question, as
well as the owner(s) of lot(s) or parcel(s) which lie directly across
the street/highway from the parcel in question. If you need assistance
obtaining this information, call the Department of Assessments and
Taxation, at 279-1355.

1. Name 5- tyN -iS D 41h i OL i P P~h

Address Omrgf_2 2,2

City/Zip -E~tc 1 FSDA. MD a` bS 14-L y-

2 2: Name

Address Q\4Y1

City/Zip 11+anlssR . 61 6 2 t 4

-3-
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East View
Top row:l.to r.1946,188,'92
Middle: 1-to r.1990
Bottom: 1. .1992

Locator dots:
RED--basement entrance

YELLOiJ--first floor
Powder room window. 1



***** HISTORIC SITE FORM *****
ATLAS 9 @[QQ _QQQ HIST. NAME &jA_YjjIA____________________ ENTRY DATE 01[g9[21
ADDRESS @@QQ_@g@QH_AV€NUEs_@~IHE$@9i_h@---------------------
OWNER ~Q@I~_ _L:Q__Q~rAIL~~----- ADDRESS @OQ_e~gQ~_AY€--------------------------
CITY _@gj1HE@@IA---------------------------- STATE UQ ZIP g0614 PHONE 530_81$2____
TAX ACCOUNT i QQg@Q¢gQ TAX MAP • Helgg MAP COORD CIZU11
LOT/BLOCK ALjg_Vj_P@¢_ ACREAGE 2211.11 ZONING j¢Q_ USE _111_____________________
MASTER PLAN _@@jHgSQA[CHEYY_Q~IA-SE_____ CIVIC Q¢$ ___ ___

ass* DESCRIPTION/SICNIFCANCE sass

CRITERIA 16 1Q @A @~  YEAR _ 1959 COND QQRR16LI,, STYLE
FEATURES/INTEREST _Gtj8 @€Q_a@_1@@Q______
ENVIR SETTING _$~jjl@Q_j$_~@j3@~_2g100$_$QFj__PAQ~CgL ------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ssss ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION ****
STATUS 0609R—ELAN ----------------------
HIST

!A@Ig8PLA@----------------------
HIST PRES COMM REC gQ@ BOARD REC EQ@jjjY@_______ COUNCIL ACTION EQ6jjjYg_______
HPC EVAL DATE 22[1101 BOARD HEARING DATE 111]2[$2 BOARD ACTION DATE Q@[ Q[$q
CC RES S 11_12M DATE 131g$/2Q MNCPPC RES 9 22_3g DATE 22 IMI

COMMENTS _Qyg_QE_QLB€~I_$TL~QI~%8g$_I@_I~g_A~EAl_AQjAs~€NI TQ_EQR~gR_I~QLL~Y_LL~_
A8y9-1I§-18d9—iQ—iH9-AH9A ------------------------------------------------------

CRITERIA.

(1) 8isoorical and cultural sign. rmnee The histaric resource
a. Has character, interest or value as part of the devel-

opment, heritage or cultural characteristics of the county, state
or nation;

b. Is the site of a significant historic event;
c. Is identified with a person or a group of persons who

influenced society; or
d. Exemplifies the cultural economic, social, political or

historic heritage of the county and its communities.

(2) Architectural and design significance, The historic
resource:

a. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period or method of construction;

b. Represents the work of a master,
c. Possesses high artistic values;
d. Represents a significant and distinguishable entity

whose components may lack individual distinction; or
e. Represents an established and familiar visual featureof the neighborhood, community or county due to its singular

physical characteristic or landscape. (or& No. 9.4,1 1.)
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The second house to be evaluated was #35/3 Alta Vista, 5506
Beach Avenue, Bethesda. Mrs. Hahn reported that a house was
probably built between 1852 and 1865, possibly to replace an
earlier house which existed on this site. That second house
was either replaced by or extensively remodeled within the
present house circa 1880, by Louis Keiser, giving it its
present late Victorian appearance. With the coming of the
trolley line around the turn-of-the-century, which passed
immediately west of the house, the land was prime for
development. The property was partitioned into smaller and
smaller lots between 1907 and=-1937. The house is a good
example of late Victorian architecture with Eastlake features
such as the bracketing and spindles on the wrap-around porch
and the knob-shaped pendants on the front two story bay.

Mrs. Dumaine, the owner, was in attendance at the meeting.
She stated that this is one of the oldest house sites in the
area and that the stone foundation attests to that fact. The
stone has been patched with brick only where it was crumbling.
Mrs. Dumaine said that she assumes the house originally was
three rooms down and three room up before it was changed to its
current late Victorian appearance. The only major exterior
change that has taken place following those alterations was the
enclosure of the porch on the fourth side which is not visible
from the public right-of-way. She concluded her remarks by
pointing to the wealth of background history associated with
the house, particularly to the fact that the entire area of
Alta Vista took its name from the house during the era of the
trolley at the turn-of-the-century. In response to a question
from the Commission, Mrs. Dumaine indicated that she would like
to investigate the advantages of having the house designated
before taking a position on that.

In the discussion which followed Ms. McGuckian had some
general questions about evaluating down-County sites,
particularly if their settings were altered from their original
settings. She wondered if the alteration of the setting itself
could be looked at as part of the development of the County.
Mr. Karr pointed to the architectural style of Alta Vista and
the prominence of its siting as a familiar visual feature on
Beach Avenue. Mr. Miskin,pointed to the importance of the
house as reflected by the fact that the trolley line took its
name from the house. Mr. Mok said that it is a good reminder
of an earlier period.

MOTION: Mr. Miskin moved that Alta Vista be recommended to
the Planning Board for placement on the Master Plan for
Historic Preservation based on criteria 1(a) and 1(d), for its
importance and association with the expansion of the trolley
line; 2(a), as an example of late 19th century carpenter-style
cottage architecture; and 2(e), with the entire parcel as its
environmental setting. The motion died for lack of a second.

WA



MOTION: Mr. Karr moved that Alta Vista be recommended to the
Planning Board for placement 

on the Master Plan for Historic
Preservation based on criterion 2(a), as a good example of
Victorian carpenter-style architecture prevalent in the late
19th century, pointing particularly to the gables, wrap-around
porch, brackets, bay, and pendants; and criterion 2(e), based
on . its importance to the neighborhood as one of the oldest
structures in the area and the fact that it is a distinguished
component of the streetscape. Ms. Hartman seconded the
motion. Those for were: Mr. Cantelon, Ms. Hartman, Mr. Mok,
Mr. Miskin, Ms. McGuckian, and Mr. Karr. Opposed: Mr. Holl.
The motion carried.
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April 18, 1988

Mr. Norman Christeller, Chairman
Montgomery County Planning Board
8787 Georgia Avenue
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dear Mr. Christeller:

At the request of Planning Board staff the Historic Preservation Commission
has reviewed a number of sites within planning area 35 to determine whether or
not in the Commission's opinion they warrant placement on the Master Plan for
Historic Preservation. The owners of each property were provided with a copy
of the research on the identified historic resource, a copy of Chapter 24A of
the Montgomery County Code, and were invited to attend the meeting at which
their properties were discussed. The following are the Commission's
recommendations:

The Commission recommends the placement of Alta Vista (#35/3), 5506 Beech
Avenue, Bethesda, for placement on the Master Pan based on criteria 2A as a
good example of Victorian carpenter style architecture prevalent in the late
19th century, emphasizing the gables, wrap around porch, bay, and pendants;
and 2 E based on its importance to the neighborhood as one of the oldest
structures in the area and one which is a distinguished component of the
streetscape, with the entire parcel as its environmental setting. The house
obtained its present appearance circa 1880 when it was either constructed or
extensively remodeled by Louis Keiser giving it its Victorian appearance. The
house became a prominent symbol of the area around the turn of the century
with the coming of the trolley line, which passed immediately to the west of
the house, at a time when the surrounding area experienced rapid growth. -

The Commission unanimously recommends the George F. Peter house (#35/9),
900 Rockville Pike on the National Institutes of Healthgrounds, Bethesda, for
placement on the Master Plan based on criteria lA for its contribution to the
cultural characteristics of the County as an excellent example of the 20th
century estate era; 2(a) as an example of the colonial revival style of
architecture characteristic of the period in which it was constructed; and
2(b) for its association with its architect Walter Peter. The environmental
setting, which includes the caretaker's cottage, gardens and vista to the
Pike, should be north to the road behind the caretaker's cottage, south to the
parking lot, west to the road, and east to Rockville Pike. The present house
was built on the site of an earlier summer house in 1931 by George Freeland
Peter, Chancellor of the Washington Cathedral. It was designed by Walter G.
Peter, prominent Washington architect. In 1949, Peter sold the land to the
U.S. Government to allow for an expansion of the medical research institute on
the adjacent land and it is now a part of NIH.

Historic Preservation Commission

I I LI ,.. ... C.__.. .. 1 , -- -, - --



1. Name: Keiser Eouse (Alta Vista)

2. Planning Area/Site ?umber: 35/3 3. "1-idCPPC Atlas Reference:

. Address: 5506 Beech Avenue, Bethesda

~. Classification Summary
Caterorp building
Ownership private
Pudic Acquisition N/A
'tatus occupied
Accessible no
Dra-sent use private residence

Map 21
A-o

Previous Survey Pecer sno :`-?1CPPC
Title and Date: 1976 Inventor► or

Historical Sites

Federal State x Count,,- x local

c.. Date: 1852/1865/1880, 7. Original Owner: 1852-1865 - Theodore Bouche:
or Thomas Homiller

^.parent Ccndition 1880 - Louis Heiser (reTode_

a. good b, altered 
c.led earlier house)

oriL,— ai site

?. escripticn: This 3 bay by 4 bale, L-shaped house faces northwest. Its gab:
roofs are covered with slate shingles, and it is sheathed in dark green
novelty siding. There is a shed-roofed dormer on the south facade. The
house sits high off the ground, with a full fieldstone basement and latticE
work under portions of the wrap-around norch. The porch extends around t:::
facades of the house and features turned columns and knob-sr aped nendills;
some norch viers are stone while the rest are of brick. The northwest (frc
door is wooden paneled and has a one-li;ht transom above. There is another
door on the south facade and a basement entrance on the east. The 2-store
mitred bay window on the north facade adds elegance to the house. There a--
3 :3 windows on the first level (2/2 double-hung), 3 on the second (6/6), and
small window in the gable. Knob-shaved nendills match those on the porch.
.,ost of the windows in the house are 2/2 double-hung and are flanked by bls
wooden louvered shutters. There is a small 1-story addition on the NE corn
-- _ .ificance . Situated on land that was a prosperous `arm from the 18th C.,
this house may be a Victorian adaptation of a house built between 1852 and
1065. Owned in the mid-18th C. by Georgetown merchant And-e,,r Eeugh -,;:.o
served as renresentative from Frederick Count-r to the Maryland House of
Delegates between 1768 and 1770, the land was' sold b,r his ~eirs c. 1810.
Between 1811 and 1848 a tenant maintained the farm, then it was sold to
Theodore 'Boucher who in 1857 sold 145 acres to Thomas Homiller. Probably
either Boucher or'Homiller built a new house to replace an older structure
occupied by various tenants. The present house is either a completely new
house constructed c. 1880 by Louis Keiser who owned the vropert-Tr from 1875
to 1896 or his extensive remodeling of a mid-Victorian house. During the
1895-1905 period, the electric railroad and imn_rovement of zhe P.ockville
Turnpike made this "Alta Vista" area prime for development. This nronert;-
changed hands several times, being su)divided into smaller "villa and
cottage estates". The acreage fronting the house was bought for constructs
of the Bethesda Y.W.C.A. and the airy Victorian verandah that once 1 oked c
on 19th C. Old Georgetc%,n Rd. ne.v faces the 20th C. tennis courts. The
trolley right-of-war immediatel r west o" the house, abandoned in 19- 5, is
now a bike path.

Eileen :cGucxiz n
li. _searcrer and .sate resear ched: A r_e C' ssel -6j i9 Arch. Descrintion

12. Cc..niier. Jail %othrock 1?.. late Compile:. 10/79 _~. Des`gnaticr.
• Anprova

i Acrea,7e: 22,OC8. square ft. FWFT



3 5/3
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Alta Vista

"-TAGI ##

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

®NAME
HISTORIC Keiser House

AND/OR COMMON

Perry House (Alta Vista)

©LOCATION
STREET & NUMBER 5506 Beech Avenue

CITY. TOWN DISTRIC'

Bethesda — VICINITY OFBethesda 8
STATE - COUNTY

114arvland '1ontDomery

CLASSIFI CATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ZOCCUPIED _.AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM

]-BUILDING(S) X PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL _PARK

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL x PRIVATE RESIDENCE

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPCRTATION

-XN0 _MILITARY _OTHER

OWNER OF PROPERTY

tiAME
Robert and L.C. Dur!aine Tee ep..o:.e - 530-87018

STREET & NUMRER

5506 Beech Avenue
CITY TOWN STATE Zip Coae

Bethesda VICINITY OF Maryland 20014

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber 4: 3984
COURTHOUSE Folio 4: 503
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Montgomery County Courthouse
STREET& NUMBER

CITY. 'OWN STATE

Rockville Marv1and 20850
mom

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
T,TLE

'{-. CPPC Inventory of Historical Sites
DATE

1976 _FEDERAL -STATE 3̀000NTY _LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEY RECORDS ?ark Historian's Office
CITY. TOWN STATE

Rockville 1~ar,rland 20855



Q DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONES CHECK ONE

_EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED _UNALTERED x _ORIGINALSITE

"{ GOOD —RUINS X_,_ALTERED _MOVED DATE

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This three bay by four bay, L-shaped house faces northwest. Its
gable roofs are covered with slate shingles, and it is sheathed in dark
green novelty siding. There is a shed-roofed dormer on the south facade

The house sits high off the ground, with a full fieldstone basement
and latticework under portions of the wrap-around porch. The porch
extends around three facades of the house and features turned columns anc
knob-shaped pendills; some porch piers are store while the rest are of
brick.

The northwest (front) door is wooden paneled and has a one-1i=:-,!hi;
transom above. There is another door on the south facade and a basement
entrance on the east.

The two-story mitred bay window on the north facade adds elegance
to the house. There are three windows on the first level (two-over-t-wo
Boucle-hung), three on the second (six-over-six), and a small window in
the gable. Knob-shaped perdills match those or. the porch.

Most of the windows in the house are two-over-two ;cuble-hung and
are flanked by black wooden louvered shutters. There is a small cne-sto,
addition on .he northeast corner of the 'rouse.

The attractive yard has many and varied plantings, and is enclosed
with _ natural split-rail fence.

$2
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

_PREHISTORIC —ARCHEUWGY- PRE HISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION

_1400.1499 --ARCHEOLOGY -HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE

_1500-1599 AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE

_1600-1699 ___ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAL, HUMANITARIAN

_1700-1799 _,..ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER

7 1800- 1 899 _COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT x OTHER (SPECIFYI

_INVENTION Local Histor:

SPECIFIC DATES 1852/1865/1880 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the mid-18th century Georgetown merchant Andrew Heugh purchased
several hundred acres of land for sreculation hart of the original land
Brant called "Leeke Forest" (surveyed in 1688j. After serving as repre-
sentative from Frederick Count,7 to the Maryland House of Delegates
between 1768 and 1770, ueugh retired to his land located near the road
from Georgetown to Frederick.

4fter his death in 1788, and that of his widow Sarah twent,r years
later, their heirs sold this tract to Thomas Cramnhin.-

E.> 1811 Martha and Zachariah ,`cCubbin owned the land, which now was
"...suprosed to contain 250 acres. ...with improvements ... occunied by
tenant Edward Jones, ... lying on the old post road from Georgetown to
Rockville above Carey's Tavern... on each side of the road."

Th_Me.,cCubbins sold the land in 1848 for $2,711.90 to Theodore
Eoucher.-) Boucher divid~d the farm, selling 145 acres for $7,250 to
Thomas Homi ller in 1857. This large increase in value was indicative o-
'~onteomery Count,-'s renewed nrosnerity after the lean 1830's and 18401s.
In his Histcry of Western '''arT land, Scharf noted: "The saddest condition
of the cou.-+t * was reached in the 1d40's, with decaying rarms...The lands
bordering the Georgetown-RockvillA turnri ke were, with few exceptions, a
succession of unenclosed fields."5 The - 1850's and 1860's saw renewed
nrosnerity caused by the intensive use of the newer fertilizers and the
greater diversity into cereal crops.

It is probable that the second house on this rronerty was built to
ren_lace the older structure that had been occupied by the various tenants
of the McCubbin years. The McCubbins had never lived at "The Forest" ,
nreferrine their home at "Huntinzton". The house shown on the 1865
Martenet a_nd Bond ',Tan was most likeJ.'- built by poucher or Homiller
between 1852 and 1865. y

The rresent house at 5506 beech :?venue is either a. comnleteli* new
house constructed in the later Victorian rears, circa 1880, or an extensi
remodeling and alteration of the -mid-Victorian house, using, onl.r a few
elements such as the foundations and double firenlaces from the earlier
house. There is no Ewa-; to snecifically date the erection of the house,
but the main architectural features and decorations are of the later
'Tictorian period. These details include the large t'-Jo -over.-two -.windows
the "Eastlake" t.rne bracketing and spindles on the wrap-around verandah
^d the knob - shaned nendills deccratinq the two story bay.

Louis Keiser and his heirs ow-ned the n_ ronerty f or: 1875 to 1896,5 an
it seems li'tel,r that it was Keiser who was resronsible for the recon-
struction undertaken at this time. In 1896 the house and !an(,- ­here sold
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



Attachment Sheet A 7: 35/3
Alta list

Keiser House

Joseph Breen who defaulted on the mortgage, and the house and land
were sold at public auction. The property was advertised as "A 145
acre farm ... in a good neighborhood ... with a comfortable, two-store
frame house," fertile, well-watered fields and necessary outbuildings.?
The Kei9ers ren_urchased the property, but soon sold it to Thomas
Ramsey.

During these years, 1895-1905, the coming of the electric rail-
road and the improvement of the Rockville Turnpike had made this
"Alta Vista" area Drime for speculation and development. The troller
lire, under various names and owners, had at first gone only as far
as the Bethesda Park Amusement Park (owned b, the line), but that
had been destroyed by a hurricane. By 1900 the line extended all the
way to Rockville. Bet,.-teen 1806 and 1907 this nroDert-%,- and the sur-
rounding lands changed hands several times, owned variously by the
Creston Land Improvement Co., Bethesda Land Co., Capitol Cemetery Co.,
and Thomas '.'amsey and Cyrus Keiser. Each time the lard was n_latted,
smaller and smaller "villa and cottage sites" were sold. Bar the time
of the final Dlat of the Bethesda.Land Company the streets were named
after trees, and this paonert~: was shown as Lot 26 on Peech Avenue,
containing three acres.

Between 1907 and 1937 the house and parts of Lots 26 &: 27 were
owned by '-Iary Perry or her heirs, but the property was gradually
partitioned into smaller lots.

The acreage fronting the house was bought for construction of the
Bethesda Y.':!.C.A. and the air•r Victorian verandah that once looked out
on 19th centii_~r Old Georaeto1,rn Road now Faces the 20th cent=7 tennis
courts. Extensive interior remodeling has taken -dace, alse. The
trolley ri:-ht-of-wav imruediately wesr, cf the house, .abandoned in 1935,
is r?o`..i a bi~:e -path.

10OT"OT7S :
1. Land Records of 'iontgomer, Counts, ̀{d. ,. _v,/141.
2. Ibid., P/391 (1811).
3. Ibid., STS 3/591 (1848).
4. Ibid., JG:i 6/47 (1857).
5. Scharf,  J. Histcr,r o`_' ':western "ar•rland, 7oi. !, Philadelnhi=:

Lewis E. Everts, 1862., P. 3.
6. Land Reccrds, on. cit., FBP 13/139 (1875).
7.{ontgomer,r C ounty Eauity Records, iauit,r 13Ko, 3~d~ment .TA 77/95-12C

(1896).

°. Land Pecords, on. cit., mD ?4/237 (1900); TD 17/3 (1001).
9. !bid., Plat 2!107 (1907).

nI_
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',ontconer;,r Countv Historical 'Societ- family- histories an, cer_ealoc-ies
and newsnarer articles on McCubbins, Feedhams, Keisers, Perry fa::,ilie

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Montrromery County Land, Plat and Judgment Pecords.
','ans: Martenet & Pond 1865; Hopkins Atlas, 1879; Man of Bethesda Par::

by Bethesda Land Company, undated in files of ',Iontcomery County
Historical Society).

General histories of Count- and Pethesda, including develon_ment of
trolley lines.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

22,008 sruare feet

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Bounded on the *west by Beech Avenue. Bounded on th^e north by
abandoned right-of-way of trolley company.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPINd STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

SATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

""34 FORINI PREPARED BY - - -
A.MEE TITLE

Anne W. Cissel Eileen McGucklan -J..rch. Lescrio is
pnGANiZATION DATE

Suearloaf Peeional Trails June 19''9
STREET& NUMBER TELEPHONE

Box 87 926-4510
C; TY OR TOWN STATE

Dickerson '4ar-riand 20753

The *Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland legislature, to be found in the

notated Code of '4aryland, :article 41, Section i8i riA ,
1914 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record turtoses only and do not constitute any inirinc_e-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 ~j~~



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 5506 Beech Avenue

Resource: Alta Vista,
Master Plan Site #35/3

Case Number: 35/3-94A

Public Notice: 03/30/93

Applicant: Libbie Dumaine

PROPOSAL: Addition of two bay
windows

BACKGROUND

Meeting Date: 04/13/94

HAWP: Alterations

Tax Credit: No

Report Date: 04/06/94

Staff: Patricia Parker

RECOMMEND: Approval w/
condition

This proposal is for modifications to the side elevation of
Alta Vista, Master Plan Site #35/3. The applicant proposes to
construct two new bay windows - one would have a rectilinear
configuration and the other would have slanting windows. Both bay
windows would be cantilevered and the rectangular bay would not
extend beyond the roofline. Interior partition changes are also
being made as part of the proposal.

Alta Vista is an individually designated site (approved in
1990 by the County Council) that lends its name to the surround-
ing area. It is a mid-19th century frame house which was exten-
sively remodeled in 1880 by its owner, Louis Keiser. It exhibits
Queen Anne styling and Eastlake detailing. Alta Vista is signifi-
cant because of its link to the community's past as well as its
late-Victorian architecture, particularly the gables, wrap-around
porch, bay and pendants. The environmental setting is 22,008
square feet.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The applicant is proposing to remove two existing 1/1
windows on the first floor in order to create one new opening for
the slanting bay window at this level. This change would occur in
a part of the house which has already experienced changes in the
mid-20th century. Also, a rectilinear bay window would be in-
stalled in a new opening which would be located in another area
that has been altered by a later addition. The applicant has
provided documentation indicating that this addition was probably
completed in 1988.



The proposed changes will affect the side elevation of the
historic house and they would be visible from the street. No
change is proposed to the street facade. The applicant proposes
to line-up the bay, which replaces the two windows, with the
upper-story windows and to keep the depth of the rectinlinear
bay, which would occur in the addition, inside the projecting,
roof line. The slanting bay would have a pediment and decorative
trimwork matching trimwork at the upper-story. The new windows in
both bays would be 1/1.

Staff feels that the concept of removing two windows is not
problematic because they occur in part of the house having
already experienced extensive change. Staff is pleased that the
rectilinear bay is tucked inside the roofline and that the bay
which replaces the two window openings is centered on the first
floor beneath the upper story windows. Further, that the use of
1/1 windows on this elevation is possible. However, staff sug-
gests that the proposed windows be wood with wood sash and trim.
In fact, staff would be pleased to review a submitted manufactur-
er's sample to be assured that the window units are compatible
with that of the historic house.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission find the proposal
consistent with the purposes of Chapter 24A-8(b)l:

The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior
features of an historic site, or historic resource within an
historic district;

and with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabili-
tation #2, and #9 and #10:

The historic character of a property shall be retained and
preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration
of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be
avoided; and

New additions, exterior alterations, or related new con
struction shall not destroy historic materials that charac-
terize the property. The new work shall be differentiated
from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size,
scale, and architectureal features to protect the historic
integrity of the property and its environment.

New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall
be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the fu
ture, the essential form and integrity of the historic
property and its environment would be unimpaired;

and with the following condition:



1. The proposed bay windows should be wood with wood sash
and trim. The applicant should submit a manufacturer's sample of
the bay window units for approval.
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~lon, Historic Preservation Commission

-~-'~j : r f~• ~4: ~r =5t Monroe5treet. Suite 1001; Rockville; Maryland 20850

.O 
t - 217-3625

APPLICATION-FOR-
HISTORIC-AREA WORK-" PERMIT-- ~"
TAX ACCOUNT-*— Jr S46 Z to--.

l LED

_

M

__ .,....- _-_..._. _

p 
~ _43 -54 :1NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER __.~_ .l$BI_ rZ . _ U I *a 

. 
INS LI TELEPHON,E.NO. 1 t

(Contract/Purchaser) 
_ 

(Include Area Code) ~Og!

ADDRESS S_.
.C'1 y - STATC 21P

CONTRACTOR oor4G 4dMF. __tMDM\h_'ML'I~I n7k[. TELEPHONE NO.
CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER`" —

PLANS PREPARED BY Sa %L MQ TELEPHONE NO. C301 4
-(Include Area Cadet

REGISTRATION NUMBER

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE

House Number rtreat

Town/City BTtfEt D R - Election District `

Nearest Cross.Street V 16

Lot 

qq 

Z /u~~~'" Block 
/' 

Subdivision L Sr

Liber? Folio '7 02— Parcel

IA. TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION: (circle one Circle One: A/C Slab Room Addition

Construct Extend/Add Alter/flinodaie, liepdir~;` ̀ " Porbh -Deck - Fbeplace`•• Shed ` Solar WoodbutningStove

Wreck/Raze Move Install evocable Revision Fence/Wall l' bm"pleto Seciion 4) Other

IB. CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATE $~~~i ` B
1g,-4F THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED AX4IVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT* DURUSIA Ai cT 19Y4. See ,..1..Z 1 0 1
1D. INDICATE NAME OF ELECTRIC UTILITY COMP NY nr~
IE. IS THIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE?

PART TWO: COMPLETE . IC~¢xlvt7tL~ 1 ~Ol / y9Q((/z1

2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 28. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY

01 1 WWSSC 02 ( 1 Septic 01 (L'r WSSC 02 ( 1 Well

03 ( 1 Other p4. _611~
tun 
~ 

11.1, 
03 ( 1 Other

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL 1 
' I4A. HEIGHT feet inches , .

48. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations:
1. On party line/Property line
2. Entirely on land of owner

3. On public right of way/easement (Revocable Letter Required).

I hereby certify that I have the autho ' to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with
plans ap ro d by all agencies li ad a d 1 reby acknowledge-and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

' ~" C~tSS tp Si r~tt►IUDF~
Signature of owner or authorized agent (agent must have signature notarized on back) Date 

.............................................................................................

APPROVED .For Chairperson, Historic Preservation Commission

DISAPPROVED Signature Date

APPLICATION/PERMIT NO: FILING FEE:$
DATE FILED: PERMIT FEE: $
DATE ISSUED: BALANCES
OWNERSHIP CODE: RECEIPT NO: FEE WAIVED:

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS
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SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

a. Description of existing structure(s) and environmental setting,
including their historical features and significance:

i ,
5 ~r.ktNdv r~fiin~ - - NOT To P~ E ('o nn~c, ~T~D l 1'Y1 hnPc~ 1 VAT rl

I1  i 1 1^

[ewes.,

FOR ~AMTP.

b. General description of project and its impact on the historic
resource(s), the environmental setting, and, where applicable, the
historic district:

lqf, i ~u►n n►~ c r

-1 
0

-



5: Design Features: Schematic construction plans drawn to scale at 1/8"
-1'-0", or 1/4" - Y-0", indicating location, size and general type of
walls, window and door openings, roof profiles, and other fixed features
of both the existing resource(s) and the proposed work.

6. Facades: Elevation drawings, drawn to scale at 1/8" - 1'0", or 1/4"
1 10"9 clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing
construction and, when appropriate, context. All materials and fixtures
proposed for exterior must be noted on the elevations drawings. An
existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each facade affected by the
proposed work is required.

7. Materials Specifications: General description of materials and
manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the project.

S. Photos of Resources: Clearly labeled color photographic prints of
each facade of existing resource, including details of the affected
portions. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs.

9. Photos of Context: Clearly labeled color photographic prints of the
resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and from adjoining
properties, and of the adjoining and facing properties.

Color renderings and models are encouraged, but not generally required.

Applicant shall submit 2 copies of all materials in a format no larger
than 8 1/2" x 14"; black and. white. photocopies of color photos are acceptable
with the submission of one ..original photo.

10. Addresses of Adjacent Property Owners. For all projects, provide an
accurate list of adjacent and confronting property owners (not tenants),
including names, addresses, and zip codes. This list should include the
owners of all lots or parcels which adjoin the parcel in question, as
well as the owner(s) of lot(s) or parcel(s) which lie directly across
the street/highway from the parcel in question. If you need assistance
obtaining this information, call the Department of Assessments and
Taxation, at 279-1355.

1. Name 'E", A CIA) 'L iAP

Address "

City/zip 7BGI Esna. Mt7 0~0$ l 4--

2. Name

Address 

City/zip 11+e r✓ s1~N J J. VW n/14

-3-
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Alta Vista House. East View
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East View
Top row:l.to r.1946,188,'92
Middle: 1-to r.1990
Bo 

tto 

m: 1. .1992

Locator dots:
RED--basement entrance

YEL1,011--first floor
Powder room window.

Alta Vista House. © I



***** HISTORIC SITE FORM *****
ATLAS # 15[112_221 HIST. NAME 66j6_V1$jA____________________ ENTRY DATE 21[E9[Y1

ADDRESS $$11_$EFsQH_AYENUEL_$$jHE$D9i_R$---------------------
OWNER ..... ADDRESS j52j_@ggG0-6y9 --------------------------
CITY _BEjHESDA ----------------------------- STATE OR ZIP Bg814 PHONE 52!=§112
TAX ACCOUNT # 22551¢B¢ TAX MAP S NE1eg MAP COORD B1BQQ5
LOT/BLOCK ALIA_yj_Eg6_ ACREAGE 1222,,51 ZONING B§1_ USE _111
MASTER PLAN_BEjH€SpA[QI~EVY_CRASE_____ CIVIC 0¢5 ___

**** DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFCANCE ****
CRITERIA 16 19 BA EF __ YEAR _ 16SB COND QQQQ[ALj,z STYLE g~tEEN_ANN~_[_EA~j~AI~E__
FEATURES/INTEREST _.08Nf€g_11_1$22______
ENVIR SETTING _BEjj1NC_IB_ERj3RE_2?L10$_BgFj__PARCEL___________________________

**** ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION ****
STATUS ObEIZE—EL81 ----------------------
HIST PRES COMM REC EQ$ BOARD REC EQ21j1VE_______ COUNCIL ACTION E9$111VE_______
HPC EVAL DATE 22L1j[QI BOARD HEARING DATE 2102M BOARD ACTION DATE 95LJ14$2
CC RES # 11=122¢ DATE 21MZ22 MNCPPC RES # 22_3g DATE 22[1B[22

COMMENTS _QNE_QF_Q~gEStT_,SjR~JCjURE,~_7N_jHE_AREAL_ADJACENj_jQ_FQRMER_jRQLLEY_~N_
_6AYE_1TS_NAME_I2_j1HE_AREA------------------------------------------------------

CRITERIA,

(1) Hiso ical and cultural s4n#j=noe The historic resource:
a. Has character, interest or value as part of the devel-

opment, heritage or cultural characteristics of the county, state
or nation;

b. Is the site of a significant historic event;
C. Is identified with a person or a group of persons who

influenced society; or
d. Exemplifies the cultural economic, social, political or

historic heritage of the county and its communities.

(2) Architectural and design significance The historic
resource:

a. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period or method of construction;

b. Represents the work of a master,
c. Possesses high artistic values;
d. Represents a significant and distinguishable entity

whose components may lack individual distinction; or
e. Represents an established and familiar visual feature

Of the neighborhood, community or county due to its singular
physical characteristic or landscape. (Ord, No. 94, 11.)
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The second house to be evaluated was #35/3 Alta Vista, 5506
Beach Avenue, Bethesda. Mrs. Hahn reported that a house was
probably built between 1852 and 1865, possibly to replace an
earlier house which existed on this site. That second house
was either replaced by or extensively remodeled within the
present house circa 1880, by Louis Keiser, giving it its
present late Victorian appearance. With the coming of the
trolley line around the turn-of-the-century, which passed.
immediately west of the house, the land was prime for
development. The property was partitioned into smaller and
smaller lots between 1907 and.1937. The house is a good
example of late Victorian architecture with Eastlake features
such as the bracketing and spindles on the wrap-around porch
and the knob-shaped pendants on the front two story bay.

Mrs. Dumaine, the owner, was in attendance at the meeting.
She stated that this is one of the oldest house sites in the
area and that the stone foundation attests to that fact. The
stone has been patched with brick only where it was crumbling.
Mrs. Dumaine said that she assumes the house originally was
three rooms down and three room up before it was changed to its

current late Victorian appearance. The only major exterior
change that has taken place following those alterations was the
enclosure of the porch on the fourth side which is not visible
from the public right-of-way. She concluded her remarks by
pointing to the wealth of background history associated with
the house, particularly to the fact that the entire area of
Alta Vista took its name from the house during the era of the
trolley at the turn-of-the-century. In response to a question
from the Commission, Mrs. Dumaine indicated that she would like
to investigate the advantages of having the house designated
before taking a position on that.

In the discussion which followed Ms. McGuckian had some
general questions about evaluating down-County sites.
particularly if their settings.were altered from their original
settings. She wondered if the alteration of the setting itself
could be looked at as part of the development of the County.
Mr. Karr pointed to the architectural style of Alta Vista and
the prominence of its siting as a familiar visual feature on
Beach Avenue. Mr. Miskin,pointed to the importance of the
house as reflected by the fact that the trolley line took its
name from the house. Mr. Mok said that it is a good reminder
of an earlier period.

MOTION: Mr. Miskin moved that Alta Vista be recommended to
the Planning Board for placement on the Master Plan for
Historic Preservation based on criteria 1(a) and 1(d), for its
importance and association with the expansion of the trolley
line; 2(a), as an example of late 19th century carpenter-style
cottage architecture; and 2(e), with the entire parcel as its
environmental setting. The motion died for lack of a second.

1Q,



MOTION: Mr. Karr moved that Alta Vista be recommended to the
Planning Board for placement on the Master Plan for Historic
Preservation based on criterion 2(a), as a good example of
Victorian carpenter-style architecture prevalent in the late
19th century, pointing particularly to the gables, wrap-around
porch, brackets, bay, and pendants; and criterion 2(e), based
on its importance to the neighborhood as one of the oldest
structures in the area and the fact that it is a distinguished
component of the streetscape. Ms. Hartman seconded the
motion. Those for were; Mr. Cantelon, Ms. Hartman, Mr. Mok,
Mr. Miskin, Ms. McGuckian, and Mr. Karr. Opposed; Mr. Holl.
The motion carried.
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April 18, 1988

Mr. Norman Christeller, Chairman
Montgomery County Planning Board
8787 Georgia Avenue
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dear Mr. Christeller:

At the request of Planning Board staff the Historic Preservation Commission
has reviewed a number of sites within planning area 35 to determine whether or
not in the Commission's opinion they warrant placement on the Master Plan for
Historic Preservation. The owners of each property were provided with a copy
of the research on the identified historic resource, a copy of Chapter 24A of
the Montgomery County Code, and were invited to attend the meeting at which
their properties were discussed. The following are the Commission's
recommendations:

The Commission recommends the placement of Alta Vista (#35/3), 5506 Beech
Avenue, Bethesda, for placement on the Master Pan based on criteria 2A as a
good example of Victorian carpenter style architecture prevalent in the late
19th century, emphasizing the gables, wrap around porch, bay, and pendants;
and 2 E based on its importance to the neighborhood as one of the oldest
structures in the area and one which is a distinguished component of the
streetscape, with the entire parcel as its environmental setting. The house
obtained its present appearance circa 1880 when it was either constructed or
extensively remodeled by Louis Keiser giving it its Victorian appearance. The
house became a prominent symbol of the area around the turn of the century
with the coming of the trolley line, which passed immediately to the west of
the house, at a time when the surrounding area experienced rapid growth.

The Commission unanimously recommends the George F. Peter house (#35/9),
900 Rockville Pike on the National Institutes of Healthgrounds, Bethesda, for
placement on the Master Plan based on criteria IA for its contribution to the
cultural characteristics of the County as an excellent example of the 20th
century estate era; 2(a) as an example of the colonial revival style of
architecture characteristic of the period in which it was constructed; and
2(b) for its association with its architect Walter Peter. The environmental
setting, which includes the caretaker's cottage, gardens and vista to the
Pike, should be north to the road behind the caretaker's cottage, south to the
parking lot, west to the road, and east to Rockville Pike. The present house
was built on the site of an earlier summer house in 1931 by George Freeland
Peter, Chancellor of the Washington Cathedral. It was designed by Walter G.
Peter, prominent Washington architect. In 1949, Peter sold the land to the
U.S. Government to allow for an expansion of the medical research institute on
the adjacent land and it is now a part of NIH.

Historic Preservation Commission

51 Monroe Street. Rockville. Mirvknd 20.9s 1 x01



1. ",ame: Keiser House (Alta Vista) tf'P~ BPS
2.4 < L­

2. Planning Area/Site number: 35/3 3. M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: Map 21
A-6

4. Address: 5506 Beech Avenue, Bethesda

~. Classification Summary
Caterory buildin
Ownership oriva e
Public Acquisition N/A
Status occupied
Accessible no
"resent use private residence

Previous Survey Re cor ing Y -?' CPPC
Title and Date: 1976 Inventory of

Historical Sites

Federal State x Cou:nt•r x local

c. Date: 1852/1865/1810 7. Original Owner: 1852-1865 - Theodore Boucher
or Thomas Homiller

Annarent Condition 1880 - Louis Keiser (remodel

a. good b, altered
led earlier house)

C* oriciral site

?. ~escripticn: This 3 bay by 4 ba;r, L-shaved house faces northwest. Its gabl
roofs are covered with slate shingles, and it is sheathed in dark green
novelty siding. There is a shed-roofed dormer on the south facade. The
house sits high off the ground s with a full fieldstone basement and lattice
work under portions of the wrap-around porch. The porch extends around thr
facades of the house and features turned columns and knob-shaped pendi ll.s;
some noich piers are stone while the rest are of brick. The northwest (fro
door is wooden paneled and has a one-li;ht transom above. There is another
door on the south facade and a basement entrance on the east. The 2-story -
mitred bay window on the north facade adds elegance to the house. There ar
3 windows on the first level (2/2 double-'rung), 3 on the second (6/6), and
small window in the °able. !;nob-shaped pendills match those on the oorch.
. ost of the windows in the house are 2/2 double-hung and are flanked by bla
wooden louvered shutters. There is a small 1-story add- ti.on on the NE Corr.

_C._n:i ficance . Situated on land that Baas a prosperous far:: from the 18th C.
this house may be a Victorian adaptation of a house built between 1852 and
1865. Owned in the mid-18th C. by Georgetown merchant Andrew reugh wino
served as representative from Frederick Court~r to the Maryland mouse of
Delegates between 1768 and 1770, the land was sold b~* his heirs c. 1810.
Between 1811 and 1848, a tenant maintained the farm 9 then it was sold to
Theodore Boucher who in 1857 sold 145 acres _to Thomas Ho*-filler. Probable
either Boucher or Homiller built a near house to replace an older structure
occupied by various tenants. The present house is either a completely new
house constructed c. 1880 by Louis Keiser who owned the property from 1875
to 1896 or his extensive remodeling of a mid-Victorian house. During the
1895-1905 period, the electric railroad and imnrovement of the P.ockville
Turnpike made this "Alta Vista" area nrime for develonmer_t. This nronert -
changed hands several times, being subdivided into smaller "villa and
cottage estates". The acreage fronting the house was bought for constructi,.
of the Bethesda Y.W.C.A. and the airy Victorian verandah t-̀at once looked o
on 19th C. Old Georgetc:,n Rd. now faces the 20th C. tennis courts. she
trolley right-of-way immediately west of the house, abandoned in 19,5, is
now a bike path.

Eileen cGuckian
11. .czearcher and date rez-earched.Anne C=ssel-6/71.1 Arch. Descr-~tlon

12. ~o.; pieer : sail rothrock 13 Date Ccmpile 10/79 1':. Designa ticn
Approva

1 Acrear;e: 22,00' square ft.



'A: 35/3
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Alta Vista

'MAGI #

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

NAME
HISTORIC Keiser House

ANC/OR COMMON

Perry House (Alta Vista)

©LOCATION
STREET & NUMBER 5506 Beech Avenue

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Bethesda VICINITY OF 8

STATE COUNTY

%4arvland 'tontpomeriT

IMCLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC OCCUPIED

]-BUILDINGIS) X PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED

-STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED

IND

PRESENT USE

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM

_COMMERCIAL -_PARK

_EDUCATIONAL X PRIVATE RESIDENCE

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION

_MILITARY _OTHER

OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME 

Robert and _'.C.  D~, .mai::e 530-8708 Te1e~:.o;_e  ,
STREET & NUMBER

5506 Beech Avenue
CITY TOWN STATE Zip cone

Bethesda VICINITY OF `~arvland 20014

EILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber 41T:  39
'
84

COURTHOUSE. Folio 3: 503
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Mont~romery County Courthouse
STREET &.NUMBER

CITY. TOWN - STATE

Rockville '•tar,-land 20850

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

..ITCPPC Inventor- of Fistorical Sites
DATE

1976 _FEDERAL x-&TATE xCOUNTY _LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEY RECORDS Park Historian's Office
CITY. TOWN STATE

Rockville 'orar,-land 20855 _
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® DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED _UNALTERED '_ORIGINAL SITE

X GOOD _RUINS x-ALTERED _MOVED DATE

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL IIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This three bay by four bay, L-shaped house faces northwest. Its
gable roofs are covered with slate shingles, and it is sheathed in dark
green novelty siding. There is a shed-roofed dormer on the south facade.

The house sits high off the ground, with a full fieldstone basement
and latticework under portions of the wrap-around porch. The porch
extends around three facades of the house and features turned columns and
knob-shaped pendills; some porch piers are stone while the rest are of
brick.

The r.ort1-WeSt (front) door is wooden pan' and has a one-ii:-ht
transom abcve. There is another door on the south facade and a basement
entrance or the east.

The two-story mitred bay window on the north facade adds elegance
to the hcuse. `':ere are three windows on the first level (two-over-two
double-hung), three on the second (six-over-six), and a small window in
the gable. Knob-shaped pen-ills match those on the porc'r~.

:Most of tine windc,vs _L the house are two-over-two double-hung and
are flanked by black wooden louvered shutters. There is a small one-stcr
addition on the northeast corner of the house:

The attractive yard has many and varied plantings, and is enclosed
with a natural split-rail fence.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET T7 NECESSARY 
0
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13 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

_PREHISTORIC -ARCHEULUGY- PRE HISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION

_1400.1499 _ ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE

_1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE

_1600-1699 _..ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY -SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER

1800-1899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION

_1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X OTHER ISPECIFYI

_INVENTION Local History

SPECIFIC DATES 1852/1865/1880 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the mid-18th century Georgetown merchant Andrew Heugh purchased
several hundred acres of land for speculation? nart of the origi nal land
tyrant called "Leeke -Forest" (surveyed in 1688). After serving as repre-
sentative from Frederick County to the Maryland ?louse of Delegates
between 1768 and 1770, ueueh retired to his land located near the road
from Georgetown to Frederick.

After his death in 1788, and that of his widow 2a~ah twent,,r .years
later, their heirs sold this tract to Thomas Cramnhin.-

p.T 1811 Martha and Zachariah `cCubbin owned the land, which now was
"...sunrosed to contain 250 acres. ...with improvements ... occupied by
tenant? Edward Jones, ... lying on the old host-road from Georgetown to
Rockville above Carey's Tavern...on each side of the road."

The '-!cCubbins sold the land in 1848 for $2,711.90 to Theodore
Eoucher.-) Boucher divided the farm, selling 145 acres for "P7,250 to
Thomas Hom_iller in 1857. This large increase in value was indicative of
'ionteor^ery Count-,-'s renewed rrosnerity after the lean 1830's and 18401s.
In his uistory of Western "arm-land Scharf noted: "The saddest condition

u'of the cont* was reached in the 1t4O's, with decaying farms...The lands
bordering t::e Georgetown-Rockville turnri'~:e were, -~rith few exceptions, a
succession of unenclosed fields."5 The 1850's and 1860's saw renewed
nrosnerity caused by the intensive use of the newer fertilizers and the
Treater diversity into cereal crons.

It is probable that the second house on this pronerty was built to
ren_lace the older structure that had been occupied by the various tenants
of the McCubbin years. The 'AcCubbins had never lived at "The Forest",
preferring their home at "Huntin?ton". The house shown on the 1865
vartenet and Bond 'tan was most likel built by Eoucher or uomiller
between 1852 and 1865.

The rresent house at 5506 Eeech Avenue is either a. com-)1etelir new
house constructed in the later Victorian years, circa 1880, or an e.xtensi -
rermodeling and alteration of th~e .mid-Victorian house, using only a few
elements such as the foundations and double fireplaces from the earlier
house. There is no way to snecifically date the erection of the house,
but the main architectural features and decorations are of the later 
-.'ictorian period. These details include the large t,,10 -over- 

- 
wo windows,

the "Eastlake" t-rne bracketing and spindles on the wean-around verandah
and the knob -shaved nendills decoratin~ the t:ao story bay.

Louis Keiser and his :eirs o-:rned the n_ roperty f^o- 1875 to 189 5,5 a^c
t-' seems li'cnly that it was Keiser who was resnonsib le for the recon-

str-.action undertaken at this time. In 1896 the house and land sere sold
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



Attachment Sheet A 71: 
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Keiser Bouse

Josen_h Breen who defaulted on the mortgage, and the house and land
were sold at public auction. The property was advertised as "A 145
acre farm... in a good neighborhood ... with a comfortable, two-story 7
frame house," fertile, well-watered fields and necessary outbuildings.
The Kei9ers repurchased the property, but soon sold it to Thomas
Ramsey.

During these years, 1895-1905, the coming of the electric rail-
road and the imnrovement of the Rockville Turnpike had made this
"Alta Vista" area prime for speculation and development. The troller,,
lire, under various names and owners, had at first gone only as far
as the Eethesda Park Amusement Park (owned b• the line), but that
had been destroyed by a hurricane. By 1900 the line extended all the
wa77 to Rockville. Bet,.,reen 1806 and 1907 this property and the sur-
rounding lands changed hands several times, owned variously by the
Creston Land Irinrovement Co., Bethesda Land Co., Capitol Cemetery Co.,
and Thomas Ramsey and Cyrus Keiser. Each time the land was platted,
smaller and smaller "villa and cottage sites" were sold. 7-~y the time
of the final plat of the Bethesda Land Company the streets were named
after trees, and this property was shown as Lot 26 on Peech Avenue,
containing three acres.-

Between 1907 and 1937 the house and parts of Lots 26 & 27 were
owned by '•Iary Perry or her heirs, but the property, was gradually
rartitioned into smaller lots.

The acrea7e fronting the house was bought for construction of the
Bethesda Y.I.-!.C.A. and the airy Victorian verandah that once looked out
on 19th centiir;r Old Georgetown Road now `'aces the 20th century tennis
courts. Extensive interior remodeling has taken dace, Plsc. The
trolley ri7ht-of-wav immediately 'Jest of t1'e hcusa, .abandone i.. '_1 1935,

is now a bi?:e rath.

IOOTNOT7S:

1. Land Records of 11ontgomery Count77,, '{d. , v/141.
2. Ibid., P/391 (1811).
3. Ibid.. STS 3/591 (1848).
4. Ibid., JGH 6/47 (1857).
5. Scharf, Thomas J., Histcry o`' 'western ar-rland, Ioi. !, Philadelphia:

Lewis B. everts, 1862, p. 653.
6. Land Reccrds, on. cit., FBP 13/139 (1875).

7. Montgomery County Equity Records, Ecuity 13", Jud-meat JA 55/95-120
(1896) .

°. Land records, on. cit., TT) 14/237 (1900); TD 17/34 (1001).
9. !bid., Plat 2/107 (1907).
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",ontcomer-%, County uistorlcal Society fa.mil•, historie3 am zenealoc- nS
and newspaper articles on McCubbins, Feedhams, Keisers, Perry families

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Montgomery County Land, Plat and Judgment aecords.

'-1ans: ',tartenet & Fond 1865; Hotikins Atlas, 1879; 'Map of Bethesda Parr
by Bethesda Land Company, undated in files of 'Aontgomery County
Historical Societe).

General histories of County and Lethesda, includinz develon_ment of
trolley lines. V

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE Of NOMINATED PROPERTY 

22,008 " square feet

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Rounded on the west by Beech Avenue. Bounded on the north by
abandoned right-of-way of trolley compang.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPINd STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

PORNI PREPARED BY
'NAfdE, TITLE
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