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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK & PLANNING COMMISSION

Date: November 13, 2003

MEMORANDUM

TO: Robert Hubbard, Director

FROM: Gwen Wright, Coordinato OK
Historic Preservation

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit # 322079

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has reviewed the attached
application for a Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP). This application was (APPROVED or
APPROVED WITH THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS). The HPC staff will review and stamp the
construction drawings prior to the applicant's applying for a building permit with DPS.

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED CONDITIONAL UPON
ADHERENCE TO THE APPROVED HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT (HAWP).

Applicant: Mr. James A. Welu

Address: 7303 Piney Branch Road, Takoma Park, MD 20912

This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that; after issuance of the Montgomery County
Department of Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the applicant arrange for a field inspection by calling
the Montgomery County DPS Field Services Office at 240-777-6210 or online at
http://permits.emontgomery.org prior to commencement of work and not more than two weeks
following completion of work

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD, 8787 GEORGIA AVENUE, SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20910
W W W.M NCPPC.ORG
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APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

Contact Person: ~I -1, ~4 g I jA

Daytime Phone No.: C30, J ~~- 3Q i 
[/
d

Tax Account No.: y nr
'~ ) Gam+

Name of Property Owner: 

----fi~ 

~ na. A -10 -e2- 
Daytime Phone No.:C3 64 L I

Address: << T u k% r~S_t 1(/.Pft !Fp 2~&L ~ 0Ci 16
Street 

p
Nu~mb city — V Steer r* Code

Contractorr. 5-s7.Cj' Phone No.:

Contractor Registration No.:

Agent for Owner: Daytime Phone No.:

LOCATION OF B

^

UILDING/PREMISE

House Number -7 3 9 

 
Q 

 
CX Street

Town/City:  . ©aU -114ar29s% 

 

f 4 . 

Lot Block:_ Subdivision: &/6, f A e a r
Liber._ Folio: S Parcel: (% [1 (~ :W-,3

PART ONE: TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION AND USE

1A. CHECK ALL APPLICABLE:

(XConstruct Extend ER Alter/Renovate

❑ Move ❑ Install ❑ Wreck/Raze

❑ Revision ❑ Repair ❑ Revocable

CHECK ALL APPLICABLE.

❑ A/C ❑ Slab ❑ Room Addition O Porch j$ Deck ❑ Shed

❑ Solar ❑ Fireplace ❑ Woodbuming Stove XSingleFemily

❑ Fence/Wall Icompiete Section 4) O Other:

18. Construction cost estimate: E 3r}-W 

w AA1 C. If this is a revision of a previously approved active permit see Permit # y 

PARTTWO: COMPLET FO NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS

2A. Type of sewage disposal: 01 O WSSC 02 ❑ Septic 03 ❑. Other.

ZB. Type of water supply: 01 O WSSC 02 O Well 03 O Other.

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL

3A. Height feet inches

38. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations:

❑ On party line/property line ❑ Entirely on land of owner ❑ On public right of way/easement

I hereby certify that 1 have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with plans
approved by all agencies listed and I hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

Jo- ao- 03
Signature of owner or authorized agent Date

Approved: For Chairpe o Commission   

Disapproved: Signature: r t

Application/Perm'rt No.: -?! ~ Date Filed: /D , ate Issue .
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Edit 6/21/99 SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 7303 Piney Branch Road, Takoma Park Meeting Date: 11/12/03

Applicant: James Welu Report Date: 11/05/03

Resource: Non-Contributing Resource Public Notice: 10/29/03
Takoma Park Historic District

Review: HAWP Tax Credit: None

Case Number: 37/03-03WW RETROACTIVE (partial) Staff: Anne Fothergill

PROPOSAL: Deck replacement, aluminum siding removal, garage alterations, window
replacement, and fence installation

RECOMMEND: Approval

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Non-Contributing Resource in the Takoma Park Historic District
STYLE: Dutch Colonial

DATE: c. 1920-30

This house was built circa 1920-30 and is a brick Dutch Colonial single family home in the

Takoma Park Historic District.

PROPOSAL

Part of this submission is for a retroactive HAWP as the applicant has already made some of the

alterations and was cited for doing the work without a Historic Area Work Permit.

The applicant has already begun construction of the new rear deck off the first floor. The

previous rear deck had been destroyed by a tree during Hurricane Isabel and the applicant went

forward in rebuilding it before applying for a HAWP. The deck is now only partially constructed

and the applicant has submitted a HAWP for the deck as well as for other alterations to the house

and property.

The first floor rear deck will be larger than the previous deck which was about 5' wide. As the

applicant shows in Circle 1 6~ , the previous deck was more like a concrete walkway and the

applicant would like a larger deck-12' wide. This deck will have 5/4" 12' pressure-treated
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decking boards and a wood railing with 2" x 2" balustrades. The applicant also proposes a wood
stairway to provide access to the back yard, garage and basement. (for more detailed material
specifications see Item l .b.II in Circle 11 )

The second story deck also was destroyed in Hurricane Isabel. This deck had been a 6' x 20'
wood deck but because of a 2' wide wall on the sides it only had about 4' of usable space and
drainage problems and leaks. The applicant would like to reconstruct this deck but proposes to
cantilever it out to 8'. The applicant proposes 5/4" pressure-treated deck boards and a wood
railing with 2" x 2" balustrades (for more detailed material specifications see Item l .b.I in Circle 10
and for drawing of proposed decks see Circle I ).

Part of the aluminum siding on the rear 2"d story of the house came down with the tree and the
deck during the hurricane and the applicant would like to remove all the rear aluminum siding
and expose the existing wood siding underneath.

The applicant is also proposing the following changes to the house and setting:

• Replace the non-original jalousie windows on 2"d floor with 6-over-6 windows like other

existing windows
• Replace the non-original jalousie windows on 1St floor with French doors or doors similar

to existing dining room doors
• Install a new fence that would extend back from the new rear deck to the rear of yard

before the yard drops off. The fence would be made of pressure-treated 2 x 4 s and 4 x 4

posts with balustrades similar to the deck rails (see detail in Circle 32 )

• Remove inoperable left garage door and replace with a wood paneled door and fill in rest
of area with garage door panels or lap siding similar to existing 2"d floor rear siding (see

detail in Circle 30).

STAFF DISCUSSION

It is never optimal when exterior alterations to a historic property have already been started and

the HPC must review a retroactive Historic Area Work Permit application. This applicant is

familiar with the HAWP process and should have come forward before he began the work.

However, the HPC and staff are now charged with reviewing the changes made and determining

if they are approvable.

A Non-Contributing Resource in the Takoma Park Historic District receives the most lenient

level of design review. The HPC considers alterations to Non-Contributing Resources in terms

of their impact on the overall streetscape and environmental setting of the historic district. The

Takoma Park Guidelines state "most alterations and additions to Non-Contributing/Out-of-

Period Resources should be approved as a matter of course. The only exceptions would be major

additions and alterations to the scale and massing ... which affect the surrounding streetscape

and/or landscape and could impair the character of the historic district as a whole."

None of these changes affect the scale and massing of the house. All of these changes are located

at the rear of the house and will not affect the streetscape. The proposed changes utilize
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compatible materials and an appropriate design for the setting. The alterations to this building
and setting are well within the size, scale, and architectural parameters of the other houses on
Piney Branch Road. This house is located next to what is possibly the oldest house in Takoma
Park, an Outstanding Resource in the District, which is also owned by the applicant. These
alterations would not adversely affect this important resource.

These proposed changes to a Non-Contributing Resource will not impair the character of the
streetscape, landscape, or historic district. Staff recommends approval.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application as being consistent with
Chapter 24A-8 (b) 2:

The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural
features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic resource is located and would not be
detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter,

and with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation #9:
New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and
spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be
compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of
the property and its environment.

and with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will

present 3 permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for
permits (if applicable). After issuance of the Montgomery County Department of Permitting
Services (DPS) permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS Field

Services Office at (240) 777-6370 or online at www.i)errnits.emontgomeiy.org prior to
commencement of work and not more than two weeks following completion of work.
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HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner's Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners]

Owner's mailing address Owner's Agent's mailing address

Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses
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FROM JAMES WELU, MORTGAGE BROKE~ PHONE NO. 301 565 8241 Ot. 28 2003 05:38PM P1
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FROM JAMES WELU, MORTGAGE BROKE PHONE NO. 301 565 6241 ~ct. 28 2003 05:39PM P2
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FROM : JAMES WELL
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Rear of house and I" floor deck construction



I" floor deck construction and fence location
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