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Maryland Historical Trust 

~EState Historic YSites Inventor form ' ` '`~"~~" ~ des no .

1 ■ Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Lorenzo Watkins House

and/or common

2. Location-

street & number 10820 Watkins Road —not for publication

city, town Cedar Grove — vicinity of congressional district

state Maryland county Montgomery

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district- public X occupied — agriculture — museum
X building(s) X private — unoccupied — commercial _ park
— structure — both — work in progress — educational _1~_ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment, religious
— object — in process — yes: restricted - — government — scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted _ industrial - — transportation
not applicable X no — military _ other:

4■ Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Guy Dallas & Fannie ElWbeth Watkins

street & number 10820 WatkinsAload telephone no.: 972-3165

city, town Cedar Grov, state and zip code Maryland20767

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liter 4611

street & number folio 663

city, town Rockville state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys

title M-NCPPC Historic Sites Inventory

date 1976  — federal 
Zx__ state ,Z_ county _ local

depository for survey records M-NCPPC Park Historian's Of f ice

, town Rockville state Maryland



Real Property Search - Individual Report http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp_re ... 2&SearchType=Street&submit4=SEARCH

H-?o
Maryland Department of Assessments.and Taxation. Go Sack
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

View 

Mao

Reap Property Data Search New Search

Account Identifier: District - 12 Account Number - 01707273

Owner Information

Owner Name: KOONTZ, RANDALL A Use: RESIDENTIAL
0 Oy+L+3A Principal Residence: YES

Mailing Address: 10820 WATKINS RD Deed Reference: 1) /17155/ 198
GERMANTOWN MD 20876-4530 2)

Location & Structure Information

Premises Address Zoning
10820 WATKINS RD RE2
GERMANTOWN 20876-4530

Legal Description
COW PASTURE RAYS ADV
ENTURE

Map Grid Parcel Subdivision Section Block Lot Group Plat No:
FW31 P438 1 80 Plat Ref:

Town
Special Tax Areas Ad Valorem

Tax Class 42

Primary Structure Built Enclosed Area Property Land Area County Use
1859 / 1,624 SF 43,560.00 SF 111

Stories `—' Basement Type Exterior
2 NO STANDARD UNIT ASBESTOS SHINGLE

Value Information

Base Value Phase-in Assessments
Value As Of As Of As Of

01/01/2001 07/01/2001 07/01/2002
Land: 70,890 70,890

Improvements: 68,160 73,040
Total: 139,050 143,930 140,676 142,302

Preferential Land: 0 0 0 0

Transfer.Information

Seller: WATKINS, FANNIE E Date: 06/03/1999 Price: $55,000
Type: IMPROVED ARMS-LENGTH Deed I: / 46111663 Deed2:
Seller: Date: 01/31/1975 Price: $0
Type: NOT ARMS-LENGTH Deedi: Deed2:
Seller: Date: Price:
Type: Deed 1: Deed2:

Partial Exempt Assessments Code
County 000
State 000
Municipal 000

Exemption Information,

07/01/2001 07/01/2002
0 0
0 0
0 0

1 of 2 01/22/2002 2:39 PM
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(Check One) .

❑ Excellent ® Good , ❑ Fair ❑ Deteriorated' - ❑ Ruins ❑ Unexposed
CONDITION

(Check One) (Cheek One)

® Altered ❑ Unaltered ❑ MOY44 Original Site,

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house is a two-story, frame structure, built in

several sections. The south end is a three-bay unit with the

doorway in the.north bay and two windows in the center and

south bays. A stair hall runs through the house with a room

to the south.

The north end is a three-bay unit with-central door

and flanking windows.

Chimneys are positioned at either end,. as-well as one

at the center. The north end chimney is external; the central

chimney was probably an end chimney for the north end before

the south end was built. The south end chimney is internal..

On the east facade, a porch has- been enclosed and other

alterations have been made, obscuring much of the facade.

Along the slope of the gable ends are bargeboards.

North of the house is a frame bankbarn. West of the

house is a shed-roofed outbuilding.

N

M

M



S. Significance . • Kr siirvep74

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below -
— prehistoric — archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture— religion

1400-1499 — archeology-historic — conservation _ law _science
—1500-1599 — agriculture v. economics, -_ — literature;   _ ̂ sculpture
—1600-1699 _2L architecture — education _ military s .~ ,_,  .._ -v—,social/

1700-1799 — art — engineering music ' ` "" humanitariaw
x 1800--1899 — commerce , exploration/settlement

_`
_ philosophy" theater

—1900- — communications industry _ politics/government —transportation'
— invention . . _.other(specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable
and/or

Applicable

Criteria:... A. - B C D

Exception: A B C D E F G

Level of Significance.:.. national state ....local-

Prepare

...local-

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gel\ral statement-of history and
support.

The Lorenzo Watkins house is a large rural vernacular dwel-
ling constructed in parts. The main block of the house was built
in two section and- has a-- porch.enclosure-and other alterations-a-
long the facade whi'ch, great ly'al-ter' the 'or:iginal appearence of: the
house. ;The house exhibits the influence-of gothic revival archi-,.,
tecture seen in the barge boards located in the gable ends. - - -

The Watkins family,was evidently among the,earlier settlers
to- this area. They- owned) a number- of farms-- in,-Ced-ar--Grove--and -.
surrounding areas during the nineteenth' -and"_ -twentie;th~ centuries .

The house- was built-by-Lorenzo-Watkins--some time- betweerr--1860
and 1876. It was constructed on approximately 95 acres of "Cow
Pasture" which Lorenzo-purch4sed from Vincent and Catherine Brewer
for $1,500 in March of 1859. Lorenzo ran a farm here. Then in
August of 1919 he passed the farm on to his son, Joseph Dallas
Watkins and his wife, Ida V. Watkins.3 Joseph lived here until
his death in June of 1936 at which-time-the farm, then consisting.
of 162 acres, was conveyed to his three children. It was then
conveyed to a single heir,, Guy Watkins and his.wife,,_Fannie,Eliza
beth Watkins, the present owners 4 thus, the farm remains in the
Watkins family to this.day. In 1975, most of the surrounding
acreage was sols off so that now the house, frame bank barn and
other outbuilding now rest on a one acre lot.

1The date given is based on the tax assesments, the purchase
date for the property and the fact that Lorenzo (or L.D.) appears
on the 1879 and 1865 maps of the county.

2Deed JGH 7/301, Mont gomery_County Land Records.

3Deed 284/9, " 
it

4Deed 614/401, "



9, Major Bibliographical- References Y 
° survey Na y

Montgomery County Land Records
Montgomery County Commissioners Tax`- kssesmerit 

Bo'okslt 

County Maps- of 1865- &1879

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property 1.00 acres

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references

A l  I I I I I I I I I I  B I  I I I I J r ,
I I

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

C1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 DI  I 1 1. 1L I I I f 1 1 1
E L_I_I I I _LuJ 11 III III F W I11 I I 11

GI I I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1- 1 1 1 1 HI III
Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries .

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Catherine Crawford

nizationMont. Co. Hist. Ptes. Comm., date 2/84

street & number telephone

cityortown Rockville state Maryland'

.The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared'for'information and
record purposes only and do_ not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438 - ,

PS-2746
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e

14-20 Lorenzo Watkins Farm

House faces east toward a tributary of Wildcat Branch, later a man-made farm pond.

The original front of the house may have been on the east, facing the tributary of the
Wildcat Branch, or west, toward Watkins Road. The driveway once extended in a loop
around the east side of the house, the remains of which are still evident.

The two story side-gable house is six bays wide. The north three bays are log
construction, partially exposed at the July 2002 site visit. This section appears to have
been the original house. The three bay south section has a central stair hall.

The original house was built between 1859, when Lorenzo Watkins acquired the
property, and 1865, when it appears on the Martenet and Bond map. Lorenzo paid
$1,500 to Vincent and Catherine Brewer for 95 acres, in 1859. (Deed JGH 7:301;
Catherine Crawford, 1984 MHT form. Vincent Brewer was an uncle of Oliver Watkins
(13/3).'Check Wm Hurley book for details of Brewer-Watkins relationship. In 1851,
Oliver Watkins had purchased 200 acres in what became Cedar Grove from Vincent
Brewer, File 14/27)

Lorenzo (1835-1920) married Jane Dorsey^Purdum (1840-1916) in 1859. The couple had
eight children. After his wife's death, Lorenzo, in 1919 conveyed the farm to his son,
Joseph Dallas Watkins and his wife Ida V. Watkins. (Deed 284:9, as recorded by
Catherine Crawford, 1984 MHT form) Lorenzo and Jane Watkins are buried at Upper
Seneca Baptist Church in Cedar Grove. (William Neal Hurley, Jr. The Watkins
Families, 1997, 112)

Joseph Dallas Watkins (1870-1935) married Ida V. Day (1872-1934) in 1906, at Upper
Seneca Baptist Church. Their son, Guy Watkins (c1908-1988), one of three children who
lived to adulthood, inherited the farm in 1936, after Joseph's death. Guy and his wife,
Fannie Elizabeth (b.1913), subdivided the farm in 1975, with the house and outbuildings
remaining on a one-acre lot. Guy died in 1988, and his widow Fannie Elizabeth, sold the
property in 1999.

Lorenzo was the son of Alpha and Harriet Watkins. Alpha Watkins's farm was due south
of Lorenzo's farm, as shown on the Martenet & Bond map of 1865.
By 1865, Oliver Watkins had his farm further west, and Alpha Watkins to the south.
(Martenet and Bond map)

The 1879 Hopkins Atlas shows Lorenzo Watkins at this location.

A 1985 article on Upper Seneca Baptist Church says the Watkins family first was
associated with the church in the 1840s. (14/27) Probably earlier than that. White Oak
Chapel was built sometime after church organized in 1805. It was a log structure near
Watkins and Log House Road. It was near Lorenzo Watkins Farm. (14/27 MHT form,
1879 Hopkins Atlas)
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Montgomery County Census 1900 I'DO

Cedar Grove, East side Rt 27 and up Watkins Rd: next 8

314 Watkins, Harry L. Jan 1873 marr 3 yrs. rents house, farm laborer
Annie E. Aug 1874 0 ch

315 Watkins, Alonzo Jul 1867 marr 7 yrs. farm laborer, rents house
Mary L. Mar 1870 3 ch 3 living
Fay H. Jul 1894
Paul W. Nov 1896
Infant Apr 1900 (daughter)

316 Watkins, James W. 20 Sept 1848 marr 27 yrs. farmer, owns mortgaged farm
Charlotte J. 23 Sept 1850
Jesse P. Aug 1877
Della C. Sept 1882 attends school
011ie G. Sept 1886 attends school
James Haller 2 Dec 1888 attends school
Maynard D.
Olive R.

May 1891
Feb 1895

317 Watkins, Noah 23 Aug 1846 marr 29 yrs. owns. free. farm
Julia Ann Linthicum Oct 1850 13 ch 11 living
John Lester Dec 1881 attends school
Clinton C. Oct 1883 attends school
Arthur L. 5 Apr 1885 attends school
Ethel M. Dec 1886 attends school
Raymond R. 26 Dec 1888 attends school
Grace L.
Frances M.

Mar 1891
July 1895

318 Watkins, Charles L. Apr 1864 marr 11 yrs. owns, free, farm
Minnie A. Feb 1870 9 ch 8 living
Clayton C. Oct 1883 attends school
Talmadge L. Oct 1891 attends school
Madge May 1893
Claudia L. Aug 1894
Belle P. Mar 1896
Charley L. Jr. Jun 1897
Bessie K. Nov 1898
Minnie K. Feb 1900

Washington, Charley Apr 1872 black farm laborer
Georgianna B. May 1880 house servant
Earl L. Jul 1899

319 Watkins, Joseph D. Jan 1871 marr 6 yrs. rents house farm laborer
Ida C. Mar 1873 2 ch 2 living
Sallie B. Jan 1895
Infant Jan 1900 (son)

320 Watkins, Lorenzo D. Aug 1835 marr 42 yrs. owns, free, farm
Jane D. May 1840 8 ch 8 living

\'r te Pearl B. Jan 1881
Pugh, Jennie A. Jul 1878 niece
Scott, Mary A. May 1831 boarder sister-in-law widow,

321 Purdum, James M. Jan 1870 marr 7 yrs. owns, free, farm
Emma A. Nov 1873 2 ch 2 living

&6
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Moore's Delight, granted to Benjamin Penn in 1748, lies
on the head-waters of the Great Seneca Creek, and embraces
the farms of Col. Lade Griffith, and others.
Pork Plenty, if no Thieves, granted to Nathan Ward

in 17537 lies on the Patuxent, and embraces the lands in and
around Duvall's Old Mill.
Chestnut Ridge, granted to George Buchanan in 1732,

embraced the lands in and Aacent to Germantown Station,
on the Metropolitan Railroad.
Ralfo, granted George Scott in 1740, includes a portion of

Horace Waters' land, and others.
Grandmotber's Good Will, granted to John Crampton,

lies on the Little Seneca, and adjoins the farm of George W.
Israel, south of Clarksburg.
Cow Pasture, surveyed for Henry Griffith, 10th February,

1761, for three thousand eight hundred and fifty-four and once aq
half acres, lies on both sides of Little SeueeA Creek, uear
Clarksburg.

y 5
Peach Tree Hill, granted Richard Watts, September

13th, 1754, and contained seventy-five acres, and adjoins "Cow
Pasture." A re-survey was granted for this tract to ,include
vacancies, and called
Errori Correeted, for Nicholas Ridgely Warfield, May

23rd, 1792, containing two hundred and twenty-eight and three-
fourths acres. The Little Seneca Creek passes through the
tract, as also the Old Baltimore Road, from Barnesville to
Neelsville. This is the home farm and residence of Gassaway
W. Linthicum, and is under fine cultivation.
Very Good, granted to John Dickinson in 1755; and
Bite the Biter, granted to Samuel Saffell, in 1756, are

both near the village of Damascus
Silent 

"Valley, granted to Ellsworth Beane in 1756, lies
east of Damascus.
Trouble Enough Indeed, granted to Thomas Whitten,

in 1761, contains two thousand four hundred and ninety-two
acres, lies between Clarksburg and Damascus, and embraces tj}Ii
the lands near King's Distillery.
By glancing at the reap of the County, and starting from a

point on the Patuxent, east of Richard H. Griffith's residence,
and draw a line to William Griffith's residence on Rawlings'
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the Alms House, Rockville, died on Thurs. of last week. SON, ISAAC
Jun. 27, 1891 arried Miss Oliv:

JOHNSON, (MISS) of last week.
a daughter of George Johnson, died Feb. 2, 1895 at her home wArried Miss Mary
about 4 miles from Poolesville. Feb. 8, 1891 Reception held at

JOHNSON,
infant child of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Johnson of Rockville, died 0 Tried Miss Elev.
Tues. last. Jun. 10, 1.88 hick appeared in

JOHNSON, ALEXANDER NSON, JAMES M.
formerly of S. C., now of Salem, Roanoke Co., Va., married Mary, tparried Emma Robii
eldest daughter of Thomas Rawlins of Montgomery Co., on the 5th- the home of Hezek
inst. by Elder S. R. White. Jun. 8, 1860 NSON, JAMES W.

JOHNSON, ANNA (MRS.) of Clarksburg mar:
widow of Hon. Thomas Johnson of the Supreme Court of Ark. and Harris at the home
daughter of the late Lloyd Magruder of Montgomery Co., died on tiSON, JOHN (COLO:
the 19 ult. near Little Rock. Sep.24, 18so f Takoma Park dit

JOHNSON, CECELIA (MRS.) *ken after recei,
In her 77th yr., died at the home of her son-in-law, Lewis L. $SON, JOHN T.
Brunett near Silver Spring, on Mar. 20, 1.889. She was the widpY cried Mary L. B
of James Johnson and the grandmother of John L. Brunett. Burin, H. Laning.
- Carroll Chapel. 'Apr. 5, 18# 5M, JOSHUA J.

JOHNSON, CHARLES T. go 41 yrs., died
married Miss Lizzie, daughter of Lorenzo D. Watkins, both of rnelius Leizear
Montgomery Co., on Apr. 30 by Rev. L. R. Milbourne at the Ced&t ildren.
Grove Baptist Church. May 2, 181* BON, JULIA A.

JOHNSON, CHEW Native of Montg4
an employee on the farm of Nathan Shaw, died Mon.' Jul. 5, 18it t Washington, di,

JOHNSON, ELIZABETH (COLORED) p, in Washingtoi
died last week near Martinsburg. Aug. 15, 18'$ SON, LIZZIE

JOHNSON, GEO. Ile of James W. .
and Lizzie Jackson of Bethesda obtained a marriage license in
Washington recently. Nov. 14, 186# SON, NANNIE

JOHNSON, GEORGE 1y daughter of
died Feb. 9, 1895 near Poolesville. Feb. 22, 160 p, 24, 1898, ag#

JOHNSON, GEORGE (COLORED) ON, R. G.
died Thurs. of last week in a train accident near Washington Poo pected citiz4
Grove. Aug. 12, 11118

JOHNSON, GEORGE W ON, RICHARD
married Miss Sarah T. Benson, both of Montgomery Co., on Oct. f: Washington mar:
by Rev. B. F. Ball at the M. E. Church South, Poolesville. Wed. last in W.

Oct. 11, 167 #ON, RICHARD B.
JOHNSON, HARVEY nit 40, died Fr:

and Maria Grimes, both of Montgomery Co., obtained a marriage do>w and 7 child:
license in Washington.on Tues. last. Apr.8, 1N ping,s 

JOHNSON, HENRY N. ROBERT G.
of Montgomery Co. married Miss Nellie M. Cook of Washington att 1aorrly of Georg
the 14th inst. in Washington. Jul. 22, 18 th ist ult.,

JOHNSON, HENRY LEE
lei., 
 SAMUEL K.

of Elizabeth, N. J. married Edith Woodward, daughter of the 14 W)ntgomery Co.
Blanche Wendell and Joseph Janvier Woodward, on Sep. 15 1897 iiov. Thomas Dui
Rev. A. S. Johns in Sandy Spring. They will live in Elizabeth )h, SUSAN (AUN'
N. J. Sep. 17, 1!! Allegany Co., I

Sep. 24, 11 t gomery Co. an#
ll she was gro,
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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

February 14, 2002

Dear Property Owner,

Historic preservation planning staff is beginning the evaluation of historic resources in the
Goshen-Damascus area. The historic evaluation of these properties is taking place at this time
because of the upcoming update of the Damascus Area Master Plan that is scheduled to begin in
the next year.

Records indicate that you are the owner of the Lorenzo Watkins Farm (Resource # 14/20). Your
property was identified on the 1976 Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites as being of potential
historic significance, or was noted by planning staff as being of potential historic merit. Staff will
be visiting each of the 60 sites under consideration, to document the property with photographs.
If you would like us to make an appointment with you for this site visit, please call our .office at
301-563-3400.

Evaluation of historic resources is a careful process, as the enclosed chart reveals. The Historic
Preservation Commission, Planning Board, and County Council review each property, evaluating
every proposed designation to see whether it meets Historic Preservation Ordinance criteria for
historic or architectural significance that would warrant its protection. Each reviewing body holds
public hearings, with the County Council having the final say on all designations. Not all
nominated properties are designated. Over 425 resources have been found to be ineligible for
designation are have been removed from the Locational Atlas. The entire evaluation process
typically takes about one year.

Historic designation helps to manage change, so that new construction or landscaping is
accomplished in sympathy to the historic character of a property. The enclosed brochure
explains in more detail the effects of designation, including tax credits that are available for
restoration work.

Site visits and photographic documentation are the first step in researching historic properties.
Staff will also be consulting land records, tax assessments, family histories, and other documents.
Staff will summarize findings in a Maryland Historical Trust inventory form for each property. If
you know of resources that would be useful in conducting this research, please contact me at
301-563-3400. Feel free to contact me concerning the designation process in general or about
your own property. I can be reached by phone Tuesday through Thursday, or by e-mail at
clare.cavicchi@mncppc-mc.org.

Sincerely,

Clare Lise Cavicchi, Historic Preservation Planner
MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT Of PARK AND PLANNING, 8787 GEORGIA AVENUE, SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20910

www.mncppc.org





LOCATIONAL ATLAS HISTORICAL SURVEY_ OF 400 RESOURCES
SURVEY FORM
ROBINSON & ASSOCIATES, SUMMER 1989-989

PRINCIPALPRINCIPAL BUILDING OUTBUILDINGS:

YES NO
HISTORIC NAME: Lorenzo Watkins HOuse

COMMON NAME:

ADDRESS: 10820. Watkins Road

SITE NUMBER. 14/20 ATLAS MAP: 7 ATLAS COORDINATES J- 5 TAX MAP: FW 3 41

EXCELLENT VERY GOOD FAIR POOR N/A UNKNOWN

INTEGRITY' X

ARCHITECTURAL
SIGNIFICANCE X

ASSOCIATIVE HISTORY X

Resource is: demolished could not locate
threatened, explain:

ASSIGNED CATEGORY: I II III IV V VI
(See reverse side
for explanation.)

NOTES:
There was a posted "No Trespassing" sign on this
property. We tried to reach the owner at the number
listed on the survey form to no avail. Furthermore,
there are no Watkins of the names given on the survey
form in the Montgomery County telephone book.

'Integrity is defined as the maintenance of original features and/or lack of substantial alteration to the resource.

J



Category Fmianation:

L Outstanding resource architecturally and/or historically. Most resources in Category I either maintain the
highest level of integrity or are invaluable-as ruinous evidence of former significant structures. Should be
evaluated immediately for Master Plan designation.

IL Very good resource architecturally and/or historically. Most resources in Category II maintain their basic
integrity. Should be evaluated promptly for Master Plan designation.

EEL Good resource architecturally and/or historically. Sbme resources in Category III have a diminished Ievel of
integrity. Should be evaluated for Master Plan designation, but with lower priority.

IV Marginal resource. Falls into one or more of the following categories: 1) severely deteriorated, 2) heavily
altered, 3) architectural character not strong, 4) historical significance not apparent, 5) only typical of a large
number of comparable resources. Lowest priority for evaluation for Master Plan designation.

V. Resource which is either demolished or which could not be located based on information given on surti•ey
form Remove demolished structures from L.ocational Atlas and, if after further study the resources not located
to date cannot be located, remove from Locational Atlas.

VL Resource was inaccessible at time of survey.
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