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Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties Form

1. Name of P roperty (indicate preferred name)

historic The Wesley Boyd House

other

2. Location B

street and number 20600 Prathertown Road __not for publication
city, town Gaithersburg, Maryland 20879-1261 ___ vicinity
county Montgomery County

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Ken W. Wilson

street and number C/O Cecile Avery 7748 West Autumn Drive telephone

city, town Homosassa state Florida zip code 34446

4. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County liber 17502 folio 368

city, town Rockville tax map FU53 tax parcel p 271 tax ID nuMber00768047

5. Primary Location of Additional Data

Contributing Resource in National Register District

Contributing Resource in Local Historic District

Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER

Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT

Other:

6. Classification

Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count
district _____public _____ agriculture ___ landscape Contributing Noncontributing
x__building(s) __X_ private ____commerce/trade ___ recreation/culture buildin
structure _____ both _____defense religion sites
site domestic ______social structu
___ object _____ education transportation object:
funerary ____ work in progress Total
government ___unknown
health care X__vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resource

industry other: previously listed in the inventory



7. Description Inventory No. :20-35

Condition

__excellent " deteriorated
___good _ ruins
_ fair 7 altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive deseription of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

SUMMARY

The Wesley Boyd House site at 20600 Prathertown Road faces east onto Prathertown Road

on a two-acre rectangular lot. It has a complex massing of a historic main block with several
additions. The historic main block consists of a frame vernacular farmhouse-style dwelling house
with two, two-story concrete block additions, an attached concrete block one-story garage, and
an outdoor privy house in the rear yard. The historic matin section is a side-gabled rectangular,
two-story, frame dwelling constructed about 1925. The main block has a patterned tin roof, a
central brick chimney, and 1/1 and 2/2 double hung sash windows used singly in an irregular
fenestration pattern of three bays on the front and rear by one or two bays on the side. The
exterior front door is in the central first story bay. The main block has evidence of a former full-
width front porch on the front fagade. The original exterior cladding has been covered with
concrete and asbestos wood-grained shingles and the foundation is of timber wood. A concrete
block two addition was added to the south facade about 1945. It consists of a side-gabled
rectangular two-story three bay by two bay colonial revival house with an attached one story
sunroom wing. On the west rear facade of the main block, another two-story rectangular concrete
wing probably replaces an original kitchen wing. A one story flat-roofed concrete block garage is
attached to the front north facade. The entire structure could be considered to be two separate
houses joined together into a single dwelling.

The Colonial revival addition is constructed in a similar style as the original house but has an

asphalt shingled roof and a front gabled portico-type porch at the front entrance. The dwelling
has a right sing side porch which was used as a sun room. An exterior brick chimney is on the
south fagade of the house.

DESCRIPTION
Environmental Setting

The Wesley Boyd House site at 20600 Prathertown Road faces east onto Prathertown Road on a
two-acre rectangular lot. Prathertown Road is the remnant of a one-lane rural road, now paved
with asphalt, but without curbs and gutters. The house is set well back from the road, separated
by a deep lawn dotted with mature trees. The size of the lot and the generous side and front
setbacks preserve the sense of a once-rural environmental setting. The Wesley Boyd house is
larger and older than the other houses on Prathertown Road. These houses are a mix of twentieth
century vernacular wood frame and twentieth century one-story brick and frame ramblers. It is
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the second oldest remaining structure on Prathertown Road. The older dwelling was built by
Wesley Boyd but looks like it could have been built in the late 1800s. The house has an
extensive front yard with black walnut trees and a Kentucky Coffee Bean tree in the back yard.
The lot totals two acres. Currently, the house is being used to store furniture and is unoccupied.
The structures are in poor condition.

The house is located at the end of a cul-de-sac. A rectangular shed-roofed building with narrow
lap siding is located on the southwest corner on the lot line. The small building was a former
privy. The older structure is a 2-1/2 story frame three-by-three bay six room house with an
attached garage.

In the historic main block, there is an interior brick chimney with an arched top at the center
front. The older house is clad with asphalt siding. The three-bay east front fagade has regular
fenestration with a small square attic window in the gable. According to Sharon Prather, the
interior structure has on the first story, "a living room in the front, a kitchen and bathroom in the
rear. Upstairs are two bedrooms and one bath."’

The newer structure is a 2-1/2 story frame two-bay-by-three bay five room house which is two
rooms deep with an attached wing on the rear. In the rear, there is a three bay extension used as
a breakfast nook. The newer building has a composition shingled cross-gable roof. The original
exterior sheathing has been covered with asphalt wood-grain shingles. The foundation 1s rough-
coursed fieldstone parged with cement. The brick chimney is at the south side of the structure. A
shed-roofed addition is attached to the south side. According to an interview with Sharon
Prather, "On; the first floor is a family room and kitchen. On the second floor, are two bedrooms
and a bath."

See photographs, Attachments 7-3-7.7

The house has a simple side-gabled roof and no decorative fascias or trim is evident.

The Boyd House was an African American cultural center in the early 20" Century and perhaps
carlier. Tina Clark remembers friends coming out from Washington D.C. on Sunday afternoons.
This elder resident was related by marriage to the Prathers. She remembers Sunday afternoon tea

parties with tables in front of the house and ladies in long white dresses. ’

It does not appear that major alterations were made on the house except the removal of some of
the porch and the additions.

! Sharon Prather interviewed by Joanne Atay
? Sharon Prather interviewed by Joanne Atay
3 Sarah Mae Mitchell, My Upper Montgomery History, 2002, p. 6
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The Boyd House is a 2 story frame house of a vernacular style
probably typical of Maryland farm houses at the turn of the century.

The older dwelling has a center chimney, indicating the fireplace is in the
the center of the house.
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The house has a simple gable roof and there are no decorative fascias or trims
evident

Boyd House

$ IS @ house that was an African American Cultural Center in the early 1900’s and maybe in the (ate 1800°S. Tina Clark
1embers friends coming out from Washington D.C. on Sunday afternoons. This elder resident was related by marriage to
Prathers. She remembers Sunday afternoon tea parties with tables in front Of the house and (adies in long white dresses
hough this house is falling apart we are hopeful that someone could buy it and bring it back as Mrs. Clark remetabers it.
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Probably during the 1940's or 1950's, there were 2 story additions added to
both sides of the house, including a garage structure. This doubled
the size of the house. Both additions have a concrete block foundation

and the walls are complete constructed of concrete block with roll
lock brick for window sills.
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It does not appear that major alternations were made on the house except
the removal of some .of the porch and the additions.

" There is evidence of a wrap around brc on the front and side of the house
although very little exists. One of the posts indicate that the original style

may have been Victorian. It is difficult to tell what the original finish was
because of the asbestos siding.
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The privy located in the back yard, south side of the house.



8. Significance Inventory No. M:20-35

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
__ 1600-1699 __ agriculture __ economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts
_ 1700-1799 __ archeology __ education __ industry __ philosophy
_1800-1899 __architecture __ engineering __invention __ politics/government
¥ 1900-1999 __art __ entertainment/ __ landscape architecture __ religion
_ 2000- __ commerce recreation __law __ science
__ communications . ethnic heritage __literature & social history
__ community planning  __ exploration/ __ maritime history __ transportation
__ conservation settlement __ military __ other:
Specific dates Architect/Builder

Construction dates

Evaluation for:

National Register X Maryland Register not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of tt
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form — see manual.)

SIGNIFICANCE

The Wesley Boyd House was owned by members of the Boyd family from 1883 to 1980. The
Boyd family was one of the pioneer families in Prathertown, one of the oldest African American
communities in Montgomery County. The family is allied by marriage and family to the Posey,
Prather, ad Frazier families, among others. Their story illustrates the strong family ties of this
community and its kinship development. The generous law of the Boyd house served as a
fathering place for family and for community events in the 20® Century. Prathertown is one of
only a few historical communities left in Montgomery County with living descendants of the
founders still residing in the community.

The Boyd House was originally built in a magnificent manor style. Although the original historic
main block is not dated, it should be presumed to have been built after 1883 and before the family
had 9 children in 1900. It received additions as the family grew and the next generation needed
living space. The house is the second oldest remaining home in Prathertown.”

The Reverend James Edwin Prather in an interview with Alice Stewart in 1978 referred to the
Boyd House as "the big house on the hill."® The house was a cultural center for African
Americans living in Montgomery County and from the District of Columbia on Sunday
afternoons to attend afternoon teas and concerts at the Boyd House. According to Tina Clark
who is now in a liaison position of Minority Affairs in the County Executive's Office, the voung
ladics of the community who attended the teas and concerts wore long white dresses and white
gloves. The house is now in disrepair and needs total renovation. The older section of the house
appears to be in good condition but the addition may need to be rebuilt or removed.’

* Booklet published by the Goshen Historic Preservation Society, A History of Prathertown,

2002.
> Interview with Sharon Prather by Joanne Atay, information based on The Prather Family,

unpublished manuscript.

5 Interview with Reverend James Edwin Prather by Alice Stevens, copy at the Montgomery
County Historical Society.

” Sarah Mae Mitchell, My Upper Montgomery History, 2002, p.
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HISTORY AND SUPPORT

Wesley Boyd purchased one acre of land from William H. Benson and his wife Jane Benson,
September 27, 1883. The price was $60 "in hand paid" (in cash rather than by promissory note or
mortgage) for a parcel of land that was part of the tract called Dorsey's Mcadows. The lot began
at a stone planted on the south side of a private road for the use of said lots of land and running
with said road north 88 degrees, west 8 10/25 to a stone planted in the division line between said
lot and the land of Moses Wilson.® Wesley purchased another acre of land from Rezin Prather
April 1, 1889. He paid $60 "in hand paid." The deed describes the land as being part of a tract
called Dorsey's Meadows beginning at a stone planted on the south side of said lot that Wesley
Boyd first purchased, then division line south 3 degrees west past a stone on to the division of
said land and the land of Moses Wilson's. Then with a straight line to the beginning containing
one acre of land more or less in fee simple. It being the same land which was deeded to Rezin
Prather by W. H. Benson and wife the 27" day of December.’

Wesley Boyd, born in February of 1859, was 24 years old when he purchased his one-acre lot of
land from William H. Benson in 1883. He was married and had one son, George who was about
4 years old. Wesley was a farm laborer. His wife, Malinda, was also 24 (born January of 1859)
and was described as a mulatto in the 1880 census. His mother was probably 47-year-old Rachel
Boyd, a washerwoman. Rachel and her son Joseph Boyd, a farm hand age 23, lived nearby with
John Posey and his wife, Sarah (Boyd) Posey. Sarah was Rachel's daughter. '°

By 1900, Wesley and Malinda had been married 21 years and had a total of nine children, five
girls and four boys. George was born in 1879, Walter in 1881, Rachel E. in 1883, Charles in
1885, Sarah in 1888, Olivia in 1891, Mabel in 1895, Mary in 1889, and Wesley Jr. was born in
1900. Wesley and Malinda and most of their adult children were listed as literate. Wesley's
occupation was farmer with a note behind which appears to be "merchant.” ( This could explain
why one of the additions to his house was described as housing a cottage industry). His older
children were employed as farm laborers or were in school.''

A number of other persons with the surname "Boyd" were listed in the 1900 Census, but their
relationship with Wesley and Malinda are not known. Anne M. loyd, a widow, age 53 and a
nurse was listed as head of a household in Washington D.C. All persons in her household were

$ Montgomery County Land Record Liber/folio EBP 32/410.
* Montgomery County Land Record Liber/folio JA 34/131.
'“U.S. Census 1880.

""U.S. Census 1900.
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noted as "Mulatto." Her son-in-law Edward Contee, 26, was a hotel waiter; her daughter Lucy
Contee, was a seamstress and mother of two Contee grandsons, ages 1 and 4. Also sharing living
space were three more of Ann's children: Catherine, 19 and a domestic servant, MarthaR., 9
years old, and Benjamin F., 23, a taborer. Another individual, 52 year old widow Amanda
Buckner from Virginia was also living at the house and working as a domestic servant.

Another Boyd, Elizabeth Boyd, a mulatto widow age 30 from Maryland, lived in Georgetown but
came from Maryland. Her occupation was listed as "servant.""?

[t is likely that these Washington D.C. Boyds were related and returned to Prathertown for family
and community events. The Boyd house was referred to a the big house on the hill. The house
was a cultural center for African Americans living in Montgomery County and Washington, D.D
People would come from all aver Montgomery County and from the District of Columbia on
Sunday afternoons to attend afternoon teas and concerts at the Boyd House. The older section of
the house appears to be in good condition but the addition may need to be rebuilt or removed. "

Prathertown was founded in 1883 by emancipated slaves, Moses, Marshall, Resin, and John and
his wife Annie Prather. They paid $60 cash for each acre or as the land record states, "in hand
paid." They purchased nearly 7 acres of land from William Benson, a local white farmer, for a
total of $390. The land was part of an area called Dorsey's Meadows. The deed was recorded
August 25, 1893." Later, adjacent lands were purchased by James and Moses Wilson, Wesley
Boyd and Basil Frazier . These families were allied by blood and marriage. Prathertown is one
of the oldest African American communities in Montgomery County ."

According to the Reverend James Edwin Prather, Moses Prather was a slave at the Woodbourne
Manor House or the Blunt-Dorsey House. Reverend Prather in his interview described the slave
quarter on the Woodbourne estate as having iron bars at the window.'® The Woodbourne estate
was home fs) five generations of the Blunt family. The lovely brick-clad manor home was built in
the 1800's.

2 U.S. Census 1900.

5 pamphlet published by the Greater Goshen Civic Association, 2002.

 Montgomery County Land Record Liber/folio JA 40/29.

'S Joanne E. Atay, Goshen and the Bridge over Great Senecca Creek, Editor Eleanor M.V. Cook, The

Montgomery County Story, The Montgomery County Historical Society, Vol. 46, No. 1, February 2003.

16 Booklet published by the Goshen Historic Preservation Society, A History of Prathertown, 2002

' Clare Cavicchi, The Tradition of Gardez Bien in Montgomery County, Maryland, The Maryland
National Capital Park and Planning, 2001.
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Most of the people living in Prathertown today are the direct descendants of the founders. They
built the original house, the Prather homestead, out of logs cut from the nearby woods. The
original house was a two-story, four room, log cabin where family members tried to survive in the
early days after emancipation. Marshall had two rooms upstairs and Moses two rooms
downstairs. The house provided cramped quarters and the children had to sleep on the bed
"crossway." Eventually, Marshall and Moses were able to build separate homes. The original
homestead was torn down in the 1930s but some of the logs still remain on the lot where the
homestead stood."® Prathertown will have a historic marker dedicated to the town in 2003. This
is a grant providing funds by the Montgomery County Park and Planing, Historic Section. The
grant was sponsored by Moatgomery Preservation, Inc.

18 L
Pamphlet published by the Greater Goshen Civic Assosication, 2002
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Goshen finds its identity through the area’s history

by Kristen Milton
Staff Writer

Tired of being on the outskirts of
several better known-areas, some
Goshen area residents are uniting to
protect their historical sites from the
development they know is coming.

“It's sort of creeping in on all
sides,” said Barbara Knapp, who
has lived on Davis Mill Road since
1956. " As Wal-Mart and all come in
I'd like to hang on to what we have
while we still have it.”

Krapp was one of about a dozen
people Friday who attended an or-
ganuzational meeting for the Goshen
Historical Preservation Society.

“We're sort of on the edge of
Gaithersburg, Germantown and
Laytonsville,” said Joannc Atay, co-
chair of the new group. ”I think
[those historical societies] focus on
what's within their boundaries. ... |
just think there’s a lot here that
should be chronicled and pre-
served.”

The Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission ap-
parently agrees. There are eight
Goshen area sites on the county’s
Master Plan for Historic Preserva-
tion and 14 more are being re-
searched for possible inclusion on
that list.

“This is part of a survey of up-
county sites,” said Susan Soderberg,
part of the commission’s historic
preservation division. “It's an ongo-
ing process.”

But the methodical research and
passage through three public hear-
ings — before the Historic Preserva-

tion Commission, Montgomery
County Planning Board and County
Council ~— means it could be any-
where from six months to two years
before the sites being considered are
actually included on the plan, she
said.

Meanwhile Soderberg, who is
also vice president of the German-
town Historical Society, was glad to
Ivear about the new group.

“I'm all for localized historical
societies because that helps preserve
things that are out there,” she said.
For example, “There are photo-
graphs and small artifacts that peo-
pte can be hesitant to give to a big
organization for fear they'li be lost.”

Atay said attendees at Friday’s

meeting provided a treasure trove of
history from their own tesearch.in-
cluding taped interviews with long-
time residents. The group also sug-

.gested sites of special concern to

themn.

For Atay, a 17-year resident of
Goshen, the first priority is the Boyd
House on Prathertown Road. “It's
just a lovely old home but I'm afraid
it's corming down,” she said.

Atay said she has tried to locate
the owner of the unoccupied home
and has called police periodically to
report vandalism there, but would
like to see a mote concerted effort to
protect the century-old house. The
Boyd House is one of the sites being

considered for the county’s master -
plan

Knapp has a special interest in
the John Davis Mill on her street, al-
though she never saw it standing.
The mill burned in the 1940s, she
said. :
“When we first came here it was
very apparent where the mill was,
or had been,” Knapp said. “Plenty
of foundation and cetlar hole and

Members of the
Goshen Historic
Preservation Soci-
ety stand in front
of the Boyd House
on Prathertown
Road in Goshen:
({front row, from
left) Peggy Saun-
ders, 1da Nallman,
the Rev. Sandra
Prather, Joanne
Atay, Bonnie Beli,
{bacik row, from
left) Barbara
Knapp, Kathteen
Sentkowski, Phillis
Copeland and
Rosemary
Arkoian.

mill race. ... [Now] it looks like a
huge overgrown piece of woods.
It'll take some clippers and saws to
cut back and find the foundations
again.”

She hopes volunteers from the
new organization can bring that
about.

Knapp is one of those who enjoy
history for its own sake. Soon after
moving to the area she scowred the
courthouse for deeds and other
records of her land, she said, and is
now organizing papers and letters
left to her by her father.

“It's basic for us to realize
where we all came from,” said
Knapp. “It's an important connec-
tion to the community. There’s so
many people who've moved here
from other parts of the country
who don’t know where they are or
what was liere and [ just think it's
50 important to save the remnants
because we've already lost so
muech.”

Atay, who is a member of the
Goshen Mills chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revo-

Preservation Hst

Goshen area sites included in
the Master Plan for Historic
Preservation '

+ Avalon (¢1920), 9400 Hunt-
master Road

- Dorsey-Warfield House

(¢1804), 7901 Warfield Road

- Fertile Meadows {c1790-

1803), 9000 Brink Road

- Goshen Methodist Episcopal
. Church, 8410 Brink Road

- Goshen Store {late 1700s,
. added to 1850s), 21121
Goshen Road

.+ Riggs-Wilcoxen House (late
1700s-early 1800s), 8820 Hunt-
. master Road

+.Woodbourne (1805-18),
- 21000 Blunt Road

.+ Zachariah McCubbin Waters
House'(c1817}), 22003 Foxlair
.Road

lution and the Greater Goshen Cit-
izens Association, said betw
conducting DAR tours and con-
tributing to the civic association’s
recent work on a booklet on
Prathertown, “I was just over-
whelmed by the history™

Prathertown, one of the oldest
African-American communities in
Montgomery County. was founded
in 1883 by five emancipated staves
Moses, Marshall, Joh, Rezin and
Annie Prather. One of the origina!
Prathertown homes, Posev House
still stands and is being considered
for the master plan fist.

Atay hopes the new society ¢
monitor the many historic sites a-
higher density development anc
wider roads begin tu transforn
Goshen.

“Once something is gone. it
hard to bring it back.” she aid
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Goshen finds its identity by preserving the area’s hlstory

by Kristen Milton
Staff Writer

Tired of being on the outskirts of
several better known-areas, some
Goshen area residents are uniting to
protect their historical sites from the
development they know is coming.

“It's sort of creeping in on all
sides,” said Barbara Knapp, who
has lived on Davis Mill Road since
1956. “As Wal-Mart and all come in
I'd like to hang on to whak we have
while we still have it.”

Kna%p was one of about a dozen
people Friday who attended an or-
ganizational meeting for the Goshen
Histotical Preservation Society.

“"We're sort of on the edge of
Gaithersburg, Germantown and
Laytonsviile,” said joanne t\kayﬂ co-
chair of the new group. “I think
[those historical societies] tocus on
what's within their boundaries. ... |
just think there’s a lot here that

should be chronicled and pre-
serv

The Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission ap-
parently agrees. There are eight
Goshen area sites on the county’s
Master Plan for Historic Preserva-
tion and 14 more are being re-
searched for possible inclusion on
that list.

“This is part of a survey of up-
county sites,” said Susan Soderberg,
part of the commission’s historic
preservation division. “It's an ongo-
ing process.”

But the methodical research and
passage through three public hear-
ings — before the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission, Montgomery
County Planning Board and County
Counal — means it could be any-
where from six months to two years
before the sites being considered are
actually included on the plan, she
satd.

Meanwhile Soderberg, who is
also vice president of the German-
town Historical Society, was glad to
hear about the new group.

“I'm all for localized historical
societies because that helps pre-
serve things that are out there,” she
said. For example, “There are pho-
tographs and small artifacts that
people can be hesitant to give to a
big organization for fear they'll be
lost.”

Atay said attendees at Friday's
meeting provided a treasure trove of
history from their own research in-
cluding taped interviews with long-
time residents. The group also sug-
gested sites of special concem to
them.

For Atay, a 17-year resident of
Goshen, the first priority is the Boyd
House on Prathertown Road. "It's
just a lovely old home but I'm afraid
it's coming down,” she said.

Atay sdaid she has tried to locate

Goshen area m%s:

included in the

4 ﬂ!as’tm' Plan for Historic Pwsewatmn g

the owner of the unoccupied home
and has called police penodically to
repart vandalism there, but would
like to see a more concerted effort to
protect the century-old house. The
Boyd House is one of the sites being
considered for the county’s master
plan.

Knapp has a spedial interest in
the John Davis Mill on her street, al-
though she never saw it standing,
The mill bun\ed m the 19405, she
sald

again.”

She hopes volunteers from the
new grganization can bring that
about.

Knapp is one of those who enjoy
history for its own sake. Soon after
moving to the area she scoured the
courthouse for deeds and other
records of her land, she said, and is
now organizing })apers and letters
left to her by her father
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HISTORIC CONTEXT:

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PRESERVATION PLAN DATA

Geographic Organization: [11.) Piedmont, Montgomery County

Chronological/Developmental Period(s): Modern:1930-1999
Historic Period Themes: 2) Architecture/ Landscape Architecture, Religion
Resource Type: Building/ single dwelling, residence

Category: Building

Historic Environment: Suburban

Historic Function and Use: Residence

Known Design Source: None



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. 20-35

Montgomery jC%unty, Maryland Land records and tax records. United States Census files. Intervic?ws Yvith Prathertown residents
and members of the Prather family. Montgomery County Historical Society collection of family histories, maps and records of ex-
slave census.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property 87,120.00 SF
Acreage of historical setting
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale:

Verbal boundary description and justification
Land deeds EBP 32/410 and JA 34/131. and Prathertown JA 40/29. Montgomery County Topographical Map

11. Form Prepared by

nameftitt Joanne Atay background descriptions, Judith Christiansen, Peerless Rockville, Architectural Description and
Historical information

organization Goshen Historical Preservation Sociely, date Apnil I, 2002
street & number 21109 Kaul Lane telephone (301) 4434862
city or town Gemmantown state Maryland 20876

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for infarmation and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
DHCD/DHCP
100 Community Place
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023
410-514-7600
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PRATHERTOWA

Prathertown:; 109

by Brenda Greenberg
Gazette Carrespondent

Ask Rev. Edwin Prather what
has held the tiny community of
Prathertown together and he will
tell you ““it’s the working with
one another and the love that we
share.”’ .

‘“We have the ability to get out
and work with one another,”’
says Prather of the closely-knit
black community he was bomn
into 80 years ago.

Located just north of
Gaithersburg, Prathertown be-
came a community in 1883 when
Prather’s grandfather, Marshall,
and great uncles, Moses, John,
and Reason purchased 6.5 acres
of land from a farmer who sold it
to them for $60 an acre, land
which is now worth 10 times as
much.

‘““Where they got the money I
don’t know. They may have
been given fifty cents when they
were freed and then they invest-
ed it. Moses was held in slavery
at the Blunt’s right up over the
hill.

He had gone up there after I
began to work on the farm. He
showed me many a day where
the old quarters were. Matter of
fact, those old iron bars are stxll
up at the windows.’

Prather, whose great-grand-
parents were also held m slav-
ery, believes that it 1s important
for the younger generation to
know ‘‘how those who came be-

years of close commumtv hfe

fore made it possible for them to
be where they are.”” Conse-
quently, he would like the young
people to know the shared histo-
ry of the 12 ““mostly elderly
folk’> who remain in
Prathertown.

As he told the parishioners at
the Poplar Grove Baptist
Church, *‘‘Black, vyellow, or
white. That’s not the point. It’s
not about black history. It’s
about human history.”

The human history that Rev.
Prather carnes with himis one in
which there was ‘‘joy amidst the
SOrTOW and sorrow amldst the
Joy.’

It 1s a history that includes be-

Photc ay'BiH Ryan

Rev. Edwin Prather points to a maple tree that he planted for his
grandmother in 1933 when he was 21 years old. At that time the house
in which he was born stood on this lot in Prathertown and the maple
tree was no wider than a half dollar coin.

ing the first black to be zppointed
by the Board of Edication to
serve on the advisorv 2oard for
integration of public sczo0ls, re-
ceiving threatening coone calls
urging him to resign, being invit-
ed by the President of the United
States to a meeting at the White
House, and receiving word that
his son Jimmy had beex killed in
Vietnam.

: KIRKMAN
INSURANCE AGENCY
670-0500




Cavicchi, Clare

From: Joanne Atay [JAtay@samhsa.gov]
Sent: Thursday, May 01, 2003 3.59 PM
To: Cavicchi, Clare

Subject: The Boyd House

Clare, did you receive the forms and material on the Boyd House? Judy did all of the work
and she 1s now working on the Benson House. We have only the Frazier House left. Bonnie
Bell walked past the Boyd House and noticed the door was opened. She went in to see if
she could sketch the floor plans but as she reached the top of the stairs she heard
footsteps in the attic. She ran down the stairs and out the door as fast as she could. I
may try to go over there this week end but I am not going alone. I am afraid something is
going to happen to that house. We were hoping to contact some philanthropic organizations
that restore African American sites but so far have only a list of a few that might help.



Cavicchi, Clare

From: Joanne Atay [JAtay@samhsa.gov]
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2003 1:51 PM
To: Cavicchi, Clare

Subiject: "The Boyd House

Clare, Judy provided the architectual description and the historical
data on the Boyd House and family. I mailed the forms this morning so
you should receive them by Wednesday. I will start working on the
Benson forms. Judy said that she would help. Actually, she 1is related
to the Bensons so she has a lot of information on them. The Prather
family is wanting us to also send in the Frazier House but I would like
to wait until the summer. Can we send the house in at that time? Thank
you very much.
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NO TITLE EXAMIINATION
NO CONSIDERATION

File uo 9-1-763047
Decd-short form MD
Tax acoount no./perce] identifier

This doed made this 18* day of Aprif 1999.by and between jean Alond an unmarried male, also known as
Scan Alond, party of the first part, snd Ken W. Wilson, party of the second part.

WITNESSETH, that in consideration of the sum of RO DOLLARS and 00/100 ($00.00), the party of the

First part does hercby grant unto the party of the scoond part. in foe simple. a8 s0i¢ owner, all that picos of

Iand, together with the inaprovements, rights, privileges snd appustenances (0 the same belonging, situased L
in the Montgomery County, State of Maryland, described as follows, towit
PARTS OF A TRACT OF LAND CALLED “DORSEY'S MEADOWS™ e

PARCEL ONE: ONE (1) ACRE OF LAND DESCRIBED IN A DEED FROM WILLIAM H.BENSON
AND JANE BENSON, HiS WIFE, TO WESLEY BOYD DATED SEPTEMBER 27, 188) RECORDED
IN LIBER EBP FOLIO 410,AMONG THE LAND RECORDS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY,

MARYLAND.

PARCEL TWO: ONE (1) ACRE OF LAND DESCRIBED IN DEED FROM REZIN PRATHER TO
WESLEY BOYD DATED APRIL 1, 1889 AND RECORDS IN LIBER JA 34 AT FOLIO 121.AMONG
THE LAND RECORDS OF MONTOOMERY COUNTY. MARYLAND. . g

WHICH HAS AN ADDRESS OF 20600 PRATHERTOWN ROAD, GAITHERSBURG. MARYLAND
20879

SUBJECT TO COVENANTS, EASEMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD SAID LAND AND PREMISES ABOVE DESCRIBED OR MENTIONED
AND HEREBY INTENDED TO BE CONVEYED, TOGETHER WITH THE BUILDINGS AND
IMPROVEMENTS THEREUPON ERECTED, MADE OR BEING, AND ALL AND EVERY TITLE,
RIGHT, PRIVILEGES, APPURTENANCES AND ADVANTAGES THEREUNTO BELONGING, OR
IN ANYWISE APPERTAINING, UNTO AND FOR THE PROPER USE ONLY,

BENEFIT AND BEHALF FOREVER OF SAID PARTY OF THE SECOND PART IN FEE

SIMPLE BEING THE SAME PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN, AMONG THE SAID LAND RECORDS.

890:i & L1 43566

AND THE SAID PARTY OF THE FIRST PART COVENANT THAT HE WILL WARRANT ‘
SPECIALLY THE PROPERTY HEREBYCONVEYEDANDWTHEWHLEXECU!EW
FURTHER ASSURANCES OF SAIDLANDASMAYBEREQU!SITEORNECESSARY

N TESTIMONY WHEREOF, MSADPARTYOFN{EFIRSTPARTHASSETWSKANDS
AND SEALS THE DAY AND YEAR FIRST ABOVE WRITTEN.

u‘ﬁ«& \& M ; _\_,”: h

o ) KEN W. WILSON
oo A . 0 Caik E Avey
7748 west Autumn Drive, Homosassa Spring, FL
34461723

«(}P < /\ 4
y INT . 'MDD"&‘}P% m:u ME&OOD\
\ M Cet o' mm géie Octoben 11, 2001

L_____________________—__-‘
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QRANTEE'S ADDRESS:

THIS DEED

9-1-768047
Tax Account No./Parcel identifier

Made thia 4th day of February, 1999, by and between ALMA F. FELDER and ARNOLD BOYD
and JOSEPH L. FORD and ROGER W. FORD, parties of the first pert, and JEAN ALOND, perty
of the second part,

WITNESSETH, that in consideration of the sum of $85,000.00, receipt of which is hereby
acknowiedged and which parties of the first part certify under the penalties of perjury as
the actual consideration paid or to be pald, Including the amount of any mortgage or deed
of truat outstanding, the said parties of the firet pert do grant and convey unto the party of

the aecand part in fee simple ae soie owner, all that property situate In MONTGOMERY
COUNTY, State of Maryland, described. as:

PARTS OF A TRACT OF LAND CALLED "DORSEY'S MEADOWS®

PARCEL ONE: ONE (1) ACRE OF LAND DESCRIBED iN A DEED FROM WILLIAM
H. BENSON AND JANE BENSON, HIS WIFE, TO WESLEY BOYD DATED
SEPTEMBER 27, 1883 RECORDED N LIBER EBP FOLIO 410, AMONG THE
LAND RECORDS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND.

PARCEL TWO: ONE (1) ACRE OF LAND DESCRIBED IN DEED FROM REZIN
PRATHER TO WESLEY BOYD DATED APRIL 1, 1889 AND RECORDS IN LIBER
JA 34 AT FOLIO 121, AMONG THE LAND RECORDS OF MONTGOMERY
COUNTY, MARYLAND.

which has an address of 20800 PRATHERTOWN ROAD, GAITHERSBURG, MARYLAND 20879.
SUBJECT to covenents, easements and restrictions of record.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD sald land end premises above described or mentioned and
hereby Intended to be conveyed, together with the bulidings and Improvements thereupon
erected, made or being, and all and every title, right, privileges, appurtenancea and
advantages thereunto belonging, or In anywiae appertsining, unto and for the proper use
only, benefit and behalf forever of sald parly of the second part In fee simple. Belag the
same property described in, among the said Land Records.

AND the said parties of the first part covenant that they will warrant speciaily the
praperty hereby conveyed and that they wlii execute such further assurances of sald fand as
may be requisite or necessary.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the sald parties of the firat part have aet their handa and
seals the day and year first above written.

e
us®

S

G drveson ) Brmeed ok b Ol @.@,
ALMA F. FELDER ARNOLD BOYD mw o
) M “
/ AJ // (SEAL) M U %1//1 (SEAL)
Jo‘ses(yc L Foﬂo ROGER W, FORD T FI A€ § -
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i 16879302

STATE OF MARYLAND
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, TO WIT;

| Hereby Certify, That on this 4th day of February, 19989, before me, the subscriber, did
personally appear ALMA F. FELDER and ARNOLD BOYD and JOSEPH L. FORD and ROGER
W. FORD, known to me or satiafactorily proven {0 be the persons whose names Is/are set
forth In the within deed, and did turther acknowledge that they executed the aforegoing
deed for the purposes therein contained.

WITNESS MY HAND AND NOTARIAL SEAL.

My Commisalon Expires: ﬁQQ ‘b( E’ RCWQL
NOTARY PUBLIC

YAELY €. PIERCE
NOTARY RUBLIC STATE OF MARYLAND
My Comumissi

1 certity that This THEE/mRAE was prepared under the supervision of R, Eilzabeth Evers, an
attorney admitted to-practice before the Court of Appeais of the State of-Maryland.

A, Elizabeth Eders

GRANTOR'S ADDRESS:
TITLE INSURER: STEWART TITLE
CASE # M-980731

AFTER RECORDING, RETURN TO:
MBS TITLE AND ESCROW, INC.
1751 ELTON RD., #100 i
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903

MAR 12 199
g )- 7600 24
All taxes oh agsascments cert ied

to the
; Lorigomery County
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YHARL!
__ State of Maryland Land Instrumen( Intake Sheet Lf Z‘Pl 6379.303
] Baltimore City” & County: _MONIEIERY :
Information provided is for the use of the Clerk’s Office, State Department of 5
Assessments and Taxafion, and Caunty Finance Office only. %
e __ {TypecorPdatin Black Ink Onrly—All Copies Must Be Lepible) M
A Type(s) (L) Check Box if Addendum Intake Form is Attached.) 3
;7 ofInstruments |\ Decd €ash DeAlT TMongage L Other_ || Oher POR 22T,
o Deed of Trust Lease &
12 -“conveyanca Type_j Improved Sale | | Unimproved Sale | | Multipte Accounts || Natan Arms- 2
- Check Box Ams-Leagth 1] Arms-Length {2/ Arms-Leagth [3] LenghSalc /9] 13
3 | TaxExemptions | Recordation 1
[ = @ Appl!cab‘l,e) State Transfer M -av o3|
Ctte or Explaln Autharity; County Transfer -
'.L‘ Cansideratlen Amount Finanee Office Use Oaly
Putchase Price/Consldenation {S RS (XD, Transfer and Recordation Tax Canslderation
Co::?;;iﬂon Any New Mortgage S KM o0 Transfer Tax Consideration $
Balance of Existing Morngoge ;S p§ X{ )% = 1S
Calculations Other: $ Less Exemption Amount_ — | §
Tota! Transfer Tax =S
Other: S Recordation Tax Cansideration| §
X{ Yper$500 = S N
Full Cash) Valuc S TOTAL DUE b
{'—? T Amount of Fees Doc. 1 Doc. 2 Agent
Reconding Charge S -2_0._ S .
Fees | Surcharge $_ S8d s Tax Bill:
State Recardation Tax $ s
State Transfer Tax s S C.B, Credit:
County Transfer Tax S S
Other $ S Ag. Ta/Orher:
Other S $
E District | Property Tax ID No. (1) | Grantor Liber/Folto Map Parcet No, Var.LOG
9-1-1,864T iJ®
D::;z:‘:;“ of SubdlvlsfonQaéame Lot (32} {Block (35)Sec/ARGC) PlutRel.  ISqFt/Acreage (4)
SDAT requiros | _DNEN'S_MEAMNS !
submissienofall | Locatfor/Address of Property Being Conveyed (2) - -
applicable lnlormation. ,@_GMLQMMT&&MQ\O G, M) 2OFFS
A maximum of 40 Other Prapecty Identiflers (ICaprlicable) ~ Water Meter Accaunt No.
characters viill be /
indexed in accordance [Resldential (8 or Non-Resldeatial [ ] | Fec Siruple [ or Grount Reat (] Amourd: |
wilh the priority cited In { Bartiaf Canveyance? [_] Yes { iNo | Description/Anit, of SqFUAcreage Tansferred:
Aoa) Property Articte
Section 3-104(g)(3)(1)- [ Pantial Conveyance, List Improvements Conveyed:
) r Doc. 1 - Grantor(s) Nome(s) Doc. 2 - Grantor(s) Namie(s)
T rrensterred |-ALMA_E. YELER SEEPH_L. FORD
L ARNGD_BOYD _IREER W, YR
From Doc. 1 - Owaers) of Record, if Differeat from Gruator(s) | Doc. 2 - Qwnier(s) of Record, if Different from Grantor(s)
[8_, Transfarred Doc. I - Grantec(s) Name(s) Doc. 2 - Groatee(s) Nanie(s)
To  SEAN ALDAY
New Ovmnee's (Grantec) Maltlag Address .
[g_l Other Names Dac. 1 - Additlonn) Namies to be Indexed (Optignal) Doc. 2 - Addltianal Names to be Indexcd (Optiongl) |
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This Berd. made this 25th day of September , 1980 , by and between
WYNN L. BOYD

party  of the first part, and ARNOLD BOYD, ALMA F. FELDER, JOSEPH L. FORD
and ROGER W. FORD

part ies of the second part:
that in consideration of Ten Dallars ($10.00)
the eaid part 7  of the first part does grant and convey unto Arnold Boyd an undivided one-half (1/2)
interest; unto Alma F. Felder an undivided one-sixth {1/6) interest; unto Joscph L. Ford an uadivided one- -
gixth (176) interest; and unto Raobert W. Ford an undivided one-sixth (1/6) interest of the interest which

Wynn L. 80yd rg&e&h:d z z certain :!::id dated 6/26‘;3 feom M?ry J%aves. recorded €/20/79,

all picu or parcel of tand aituate,
lying and befng in  Montgomery County, State cf Maryland, described as follows to wit:

Parts of & tract of land called "DORSEY'S MEADOWS"

Parcel One: One (1) scre of land described in & deed from William H. Benson

and Jane Benson, his wife, to Wesiey Boyd dated $/27/1883 recorded in Liber
£8P Folic 41@ emong \he Land Records of Montgomery County, Maryland.

Parcel Two: One (1} acre of tand described in 2 Deed from Rezin Prather to

Land Recards of Monigomery County, Maryland.

o [
/ s w—

B Py R
This conveysnce has no consideration. Tl o & W—M waﬂ;,,

' 0EED 2,00
CHEEK 8.8

) - IS €214 ROL T1I23S

e o FER 37 81

W fEB2T M 133
s gEFIEE
o FiIRTR) EhnuTy, o

b the snid part Y of the frst gart covenants that he will warrant speclally ek
ey e praperty heredy conveyed;

and tat be wiil exacute such (urther ssauranoss of sald land as may be requisite.
Witwesa My  hend  and sesl
™™yt .
shbsens IRt ... . Blane Tt B rpn . _—
NYNN L. BOY&
ossteiaserentamts : . SRR | - 715
3 - MARYLAND
STATE oF ) To Wit:
COUKTY OF MONTGOME.

Qun e 15th cagot September 18 80 beforeme, KATHLEEN HAGGIE

ihe vadereigned afficer, porsonsily appeared  WYNN L. BOYD

knoxen to me (or sbiefatorlly proven) to be the person  whoss Aame i subscribed o LI wlthln
instrioeent and schnowiledyed that he sexecuted the sama for the purposes thereln

. 4-,:,

Wesley Boyd dated 4/1/1888 and recorded in Liber JA 34 Folio 121 amang the

b Wttassn Wheveof,  ihereuntoset m hand and efficial sewi,

1 € nﬂ'.s &

2]
o : %@P b *"’10“‘k .
Ny “’;&"}’f’;g’f‘“ v KATHLEEN HAG y ""S’ 4

o &
4‘1 t‘\*
THIR I8 YO CERTIFY laat the within instrument was prepared by or undu {
of tha undersigaed, st attornsy duly sdmltted to practice bofore the Court of Appesls of

.....

STRYHEN' B. MOS8, Atworney . -
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SENECA CrEEK B
a g\%ﬁq landmark

The Great Seneca Creek Bridge played an important role in the
Civil War, only during the Antietam Campaign because it was on
one of the most important routes to Washington. President
Lincoln feared that the Confederate armies would launch a
surprise attack on Washington through Brink, Goshen,
Laytonsville to Route 108 and Georgia Avenue into Washington.

Nicholas Dorsey and his wife, Rachel Warfield, left Annapolis
and moved to the :wﬁm Seneca” in ZozﬁmoBmQ County in the

1 mid-1700s.”
During the
American
Revolutionary
War, their son
Nicholas Jr,
and other
residents of the
The land at one time was the old Goshen Hunt  Seneca Creek
trails and borse shows were held at Sycamore  4pea were in the

Hollow Farm. There is an equestrian and
hiking trail through acres of wetlands.

Flying Camp,
the 4th
Maryland Regiment that was engaged in the Battle of
Brandywine, 1777, and the Battle of Monmouth, 1776.

In 1812, Nicholas Dorsey, St was appointed commissioner to keep
the Great Seneca Creek Bridge in repair for seven years. The Bridge
was on the Old Baltimore Road.

The Great Seneca Creek Bridge played an important role in the
Civil War.

THE HISTORIC STORY
of Seneca Creek

Seneca is named after the Seneca Indians of New York State, part of the
Algonquian Nation, who lived in small hunting bands in Montgomery
County (ref. Susan Soderberg, Upcounty Remembered).

In 1730, Seneca Creek became a major area for Methodist conversion.
John Wesley, the English theologian, evangelist, and founder of the
Methodist Church, sent his representatives to establish the Methodist
Church in the Seneca Creek area and Poolesville. The Goshen
Methodist Church was founded in 1790.

In 1737, Joshua Pigman established the Goshen Mills, located on the
headwaters of the Seneca between Laytonsville and Clarksburg, which
were described as being impressive in appearance and situated on the
Great Seneca Creek. These mills along with many others became the
backbone of the early farming community of Goshen, an area with
gentle rolling hills and fertile valleys described as the land of milk
and honey.

These mills on the Seneca Creek created towns and the roads to the
mills provided the connecting link between the towns and cities in
Montgomery County. Goshen Mills on the Seneca was described as
being “situated on the great roads leading from the Mouth of the
monocacy to Baltimore, and within three miles of the State road
leading from Frederick Town to the Federal City.” (ref. Ardith Boggs,
Goshen, Its History and People) (Rt. 355).

John Davis owned a mill located on Wildcat
Creek. His home was on Blunt Road, on top
of a hill overlooking the mill. During the
Civil War, John Davis and his family ground
flour and baked bread all night for the
troops who were passing through.

THE HOMES of Seneca Creek

<

Woodbourne Estate (Blunt - * ]
Dorsey House), is home to five
generations of the Blunt family. A
brick clad manor home built in the
1800s. The Prather family were
slaves on this plantation which was a
self-contained manor home.
Reverend James Edwin Prather
describes the old slave quarters which!
still had iron bars at the windows,

The Posey House, built at
the turn of the century, is the last
remaining example of folk
architecture of Prathertown.

The Boyd House, a manor
home built by the original owner
Wesley Boyd, is located on
Prathertown Road. This house was
a cultural center for Prathertown,
On Sunday afternoons, there would |
be teas and concerts and people
would come from all over
Montgomery County and
Washington, D.C.

The Thompson-

Wightman House, on
Wightman Road was built in the
late 1800s. It is said the house has
a ghost, the elder Mr. Wightman
has been seen walking around the
house. The house is indexed as a
historical site by the Historical
Preservation Committee.

The Benson House, is a
frame house built in the 1800s.
The Benson family sold a tract of
land that was part of Dorsey
Meadows to the Prather familyin
1883, after members of the Prather .
family received their independence
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North of Hollywood and Miami:
Kenneth W Wilson
4317 Reflections Blvd
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33351

Phone: 954-749-8257

Central Florida:
Kenneth W Wilson:
7825 Stratford Blvd
Orlando, FL 32807

Phone: 407-281-9806

South of St Petersburg:
Kenneth W Wilson
Sarasota, FL 34231

Phone: 941-924-0139

Near Citrus County:
Ken Wilson
813 Darby Ln
Brooksville, FL 34601

Phone: 352-799-1064
East of Citrus County:
Ken Wilson
2250 SE 14th St
Ocala, FL 34471

Phone: 352-622-2089

Boyds owner.doc



July 14,2002

Dear Clare:

Enclosed are two photographs of homes that appear similarto the Boyd House, ie a two story colonel. The
Boyd House consists of two dwellings and I am not sure if it was being used as a duplex or if the newer
section is just an extension of the older home. .Mr. Wilson may not be aware of the appreciation in the
value of houses in the County. Even the smaller houses in this area are being sold for $500,000 or more.
With the completion of the assisted living complex on Prathertown Road, the sewer will be available to all
of the homes in Prathertown. His house is setting on a beautiful lot with some very lovely old trees and can
still be saved with some renovations. We called the number you gave us but the lady who answered the
phone said that she and her husband had just moved there. We had called this number several months ago
and I remembered the previous conversation when she answered the phone. 1believe Mr, Wilson is living
in Citrus County. ???

1 could contact Social Security but [ had no luck with them in the past. During World War II, my.cousin
was a navigator on a B-17 that crashed in Yugoslavia. About 5 years ago, the Croatian Embassy called and
wanted to set up a reunion with the survivors and the partisans who saved them. Well, I asked Social
Security to forward the letters to the survivors. Three years passed and they did not give me any
information, not even if they had forward the letters. Finally, we put an ad in a Veterans Newsletters and
within the year the last survivor contacted us. During that time, one of the other survivors had passed away
and the two remaining partisans had died also. The remaining survivor was gravely ill and could not travel.
He did send a copy of a marvelous book he had written that detailed all the things that had happened in the
plane before it crashed. So much for locating people through Social Security. Although there have been
many successes.

I talked with Rosemary Arkoian and Bonnie Bell who were with me when we asked Angelina Carpenter in
the Posey House and Mr. D'Arco in the Benson House if we could send in information on their homes to
the Preservation Committee for a historic nomination. We are positive that we identified ourselves as being
members of the Goshen Civic Association. We expressed concern over the building of a highway through
here and the increase in high density developments. I asked Mr. D'Arco three times if we could send-r his
house. He didn't answer. Finally, I said that, "there is a good chance that none of these houses will be
accepted by the Historic Preservation Committee because they have stringent guidelines. Can we send in
your house anyway?" At that point, I think he said "yes." He was .doing some modification in the interior
part of his home and did not want any interference. I asked permission to take photographs for this
brochure I was working on. Andrea Mitchell and her children had joined us since they were putting
together a book on the houses in Wightman-Brink Area and they, too, asked permission to take
photographs of his house. He may have gotten things confused since I got the impression that his thoughts
were elsewhere. Afterall, we did interrupt his work at the time.

We are working on a booklet on Prathertown based on the interviews with the Reverend Prather. It will be
about 20 pages with only about 10 pages of text. The book would be providing information and not a
detailed scholarly piece of work. We did find some rather interesting information. One of the developers
tried to get approval to build a dam on Seneca Creek for flood control in Montgomery Village. According
to Reverend Prather, the developer would have flooded the entire area, including .all of Prathertown. [
wanted you and Susan to look at the draft which should be ready in about four weeks.



Tell Susan we did find some information on the copper mines on Seneca Creek. We are waiting for the
Maryland Historic Society to send the articles to us.

I should have all of the deeds for the Benson House which I will send within the next two weeks.

Sincerely,

Joanne Atay
(301)443-4862



The Market Is Hot!

...and we need more homes to sell now!

Call True & Edie today!

We Found the Buyer
Darnestown °* $699,890

We Found the Buyer
Kentlands in Gaithersburg * $459,000

We ound the Buyer
North Potomac * $425.000

Gaithersburg/Olde Towne
Yesteryear Charm! « $249,900
Adorable 3 BR Colonial located on level and fenced 1/3 acre...large dining room,
fireplace in living room, wood floors, rec room with exit to rear yard, walk-up stairs
to huge and easy to finish attic, side porch, one-car garage...in town just one block
to shopping, busline...close to MARC train. MC4233987
Call True & Edie * 301-580-2103



3TH *» $369,900 BETHESDA, NORTH * $234,900
Cedar Shake * Large Deck * * WOW!! Original Owner! + Immaculate * Elegant Condo - 9 ft Ceilings *
irooms * 3-1/2 Bathrooms « * Recessed Lights « Marble Fireplace and Marble Foyer ¢

awn Moulding * * 2 Bedrooms * 2 Bathrooms * Pool & Tennis ¢
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OOWNTOWN SILVER SPRING | MONTGONERY VILLAGE
AD #430, PRICE 5279 889 AD #4920, PRICE 5220868
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Citrus County Chamber of Commerce, Florida - Map http://www.citruscountychamber.com/map.html

Our Area

Site Help

Dunaielion.

Cilrus Cownty
Faonde

o

To f%mkw?m

VisitCirus  Moving to Citrus  Business Directory  Calendar of Events

Back to Citrus County Chamber Home

208 W Main Street, Inverness, FL 34450-4807 - Phone (352) 726-2801 » Fax (352) 637-6498

28 NW Hwy 19, Crystal River, FL 34429-3900 + Phone (352) 795-3149 » Fax (352) 795-4260

3495 S. Suncoast Bivd. Homosassa Springs, FL 34447 « Phone (352) 628-2666 + Fax (352)
621-0920

10f2 7/18/2002 8:38 AM



Real Property Search - Individual Report http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp_re...2&SearchType=Street&submit4=SEARCH

Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation Go 3ack

MONTGOMERY COUNTY View Man

Real Property Data Search New Search
Account Identifier: District - 09 Account Number - 00768047

I Owner Information

Owner Name: WILSON, KEN W Use: RESIDENTIAL
Principal Residence: NO
Mailing Address: C/0O CECILE E AVERY Deed Reference: 1) /17502/ 368
7748 WEST AUTUMN DR 2)

HOMOSASSA SPRING FL 34446-1723

] Location & Structure Information

Premises Address Zoning Legal Description
20600 PRATHERTOWN RD R200 DORSEYS MEADOW
GAITHERSBURG 20879-1261
@hp Grid Parcel Subdivision Section Block Lot Group Plat No:

FU53 P271 1 82 Plat Ref:
Ii“_] Town
Special Tax Areas Ad Valorem

Tax Class 42 7
lﬁ Primary Structure Built Enclosed Area Property Land Area County Use
1925 87,120.00 SF 910
@ Stories Basement Type Exterior
2 NO STANDARD UNIT FRAME

| Value Information

Base Value Phase-in Assessments
Value As Of As Of As Of
01/01/2000 07/01/2001 07/01/2002
Land: 82,600 82,600
Improvements: 0 0
Total: 82,600 82,600 82,600 82,600
Preferential Land: 0 0 0 0

l Transfer Information

Seller: ALOND, JEAN Date: 09/17/1999 Price: $0
Type: NOT ARMS-LENGTH Deed1: /16879/ 301 Deed2:

Beiller: WESTLEY BOYD ET AL Date: 03/15/1999 Price: $85,000
Type: UNIMPROVED ARMS-LENGTH ‘ Deed1: / 5663/ 374 Deed2:

Seiler: Date: 02/27/1981 Price: $0
Type: IMPROVED ARMS-LENGTH Deed1: Deed2:

l Exemption Information
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July 10, 2002

Dear Clare,

Enclosed are the Boyd House deeds going back to Wesley Boyd. I could not find very much
documentation on the house but I am enclosing the material that I currently have. I will continue
to search.

I have not been able to reach Mr. Wilson who is the owner of the Boyd House. He is living in
Florida but has an unlisted number. Since there is a lot of vandalism occurring around his house,
I called the Montgomery County Police but they were not very encouraging. I also called the
Gaithersburg Police but their jurisdiction stops at the Montgomery Village line. I guess we can
make our own signs and place around the house. A sign that states a $75,000 fine for vandalism
or “vandals will be prosecuted” might be a deterrent.

The telephone operator gave me the telephone number of the Sheriff in Mr. Wilson’s county but
I don’t want to appear to be harassing him. He should be notified. He has beautiful furniture
being stored in there, including an antique grandfather clock. Actually, the house is nearly a 100
years old and there should be some responsibility on his part to do at least some minimum repairs
and upkeep. Itis sad to see that lovely old home just falling to the ground.

I would appreciate it if you have any ideas on how to find his address.

Judy Christensen said that she would have the Inventory form for the Posey House filled in by
the end of this week. She has been very busy. I will give her the Boyd house inventory form and
continue to search for more information.

The older part of the house seems to be in better repair than the new addition. From the
photographs you can see two houses connected, the old and the new. According to Sharon
Prather, the Boyd House was a cultural center for Prathertown. Teas and concerts were held on
Sunday afternoons and people from all over the county and from Washington, D.C. would attend.

I have only one more house and that is the Bensen House. The family living there are keeping it
beautifully maintained. They are the owners and they said that their house could be put on the
historic register.

The owner of the Posey House, Mr. McGee, sold the house and the new owner informed
Angelina Carpenter that she and her husband could purchase the house at the end of the year. 1
hope they got that in writing. The Carpenters have lived in the Posey house for 10 years and
have kept it nicely maintained. They have been trying to purchase that house for the last three
years. They are first time buyers so there is a lot of assistance there and they have minority



status being Native Americans.
Clare thank you very much. We will try to uncover as much information as possible.
Sincerely,

ot Py
Joanne Atay

21109 Kaul Lane
Germantown, Maryland 20876

(301) 443-4862 day phone
(301) 330-4901 evening phone
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[ Owner Information . o , 1

Owner Name: WILSON, KEN W MW Use: RESIDENTIAL

Principal Residence: NO BeOK PAGE
Mailing Address: C/0 CECILE £ AVERY . Deed Reference: 1) /17502/ 368
7748 WEST AUTUMN DR 2y(Liber)y  ( Qohb)

HOMOSASSA SPRING FL 34446-1723

l ' Location & Structure Information i
Premises Address 2oning Legal Description
20600 PRATHERTOWN RD ~ R200 DORSEYS MEADOW

GAITHERSBURG 20879-1261

mﬂap Grid Parcel Subdivision Section Block Lot Group Plat No:
FUS3 pP271 1 82 Plat Ref:
@ Town
Special Tax Areas Ad Valorem
Tax Class 42
@ Primary Structure Built Enclosed Area Property Land Area County Use
1925 87,120.00 SF 910
@ Stories Basement Type Exterior
2 NO STANDARD UNIT FRAME
{ Value Information , J
Base Value Phase-in Assessments
Value As Of As Of As Of
01/01/2000 07/01/2001 07/01/2002
Land: 82,600 82,600
Improvements: 0 0
Total: 82,600 82,600 82,600 82,600
Preferential Land: 0 0 0 0
[ . Transfer Information
Seller: ALOND, JEAN Date: 09/17/1999 Price: $0
Type: NOT ARMS-LENGTH Deed1: /16879/ 301 Deed2:
@Iler: WESTLEY BOYD ET AL Date: 03/15/1999 Price: $85,000
Typer AUNIMPROVED: ARMS-LENGTH Deed1: / 2663/ 374 Deed2:
Relter: | Date: 02/27/1981 Price: $0
Type: IMPROVED ARMS-LENGTH Deed1: Deed2:
{ i U : Exemption Information ) : : ]
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daddy ik the church?" T said "Jay, he's in a better church then we'll

ever find on this old earth.”" I told him, that's right!‘And so, but he-
really . . . he always talks about that. That's all his talking. I'm
kind of inclined to feel that one of these days that he will take to that.
Because I actually feel that if his daddy had lived, that it wouldfhaVe
been the same, that he'd have been in the ministry. ‘Because the General
told us when he gave us the Purple Heart, he said James had only bgen in
Vietnam for thirty days but already the men in his company had begﬁn'to
call hig "Reverend' he said. He said that he would lead that company

——
every morning in prayer.
-~ -

Stevens: He must have been pretty active in the church then.
Prather: My son?

Stevens: Yes.

Prather: Started at six, the age of six. He started at the age of

~.

—
six. And his picture's up there when I was officiating in one of the biggest

churches in Washington, and he sang a solo that Sunday morning at eleven
o'clock and I tell you there wasn't a dry eye in that church.: It's a
mystery to see a young fellow like that (telephone interrupts).

Stevens: In the land records they mention other people's names. You know

how they used to describe the land, running from the rock under the tree v

'
i
H

in the south corner, but a couple of names: Wesley Boyd, James and Moses

re these people still around?

Prather: Their property, yes. Now, Wesley Boyd's property is this big

white house right up here, at the top of the hill. And he only has one
son living now, and he's up there. . /JJ

Stevens: Is he black?

Prather: That's right, yeah. And Moses Wilson's property, that is the



property that Ketﬁler had bought. That's Moses Wilson's property,

joined Wesley Boyd's property, and that was the oldlMoses Wilson ﬁfopérty.
So Kettler got that. Well, another black boy bought it before, his name
was James Johnson, and James Johnson sold it to Kettler Brothers.

Stevens: What about Basil Frazier?

Prather: Yeah, yeah. That's Basil's old property right out there, well,
used to be his property. His granddéughter, great granddaughter lives up
there now.

Stevens: But they were considered part of Prathertown?

Prather: VYeah, yeah, uh huh. Now the Fraziers were‘allrponngcted:up
with the Prathers, too, somewhere, I don't know, I can't untangle it.v But
I do know that (laughs).

Stevens: I read where this Edward Johnson, the fellow who bought up

11

the Emory Grove campground and ran the ballpark, they saié Satchel Paige

Prather: Yeah.

Stevens: So they were like the major league black ball teams that came

down.

Prather: Yeah, we had some major league teams used to come up there,
ey

the Homes ;the Grays, used to come out there.

Stevens: Did they play only at night, or Saturday afternoons?

Prather: Nights and Saturday afternoons, yeah, they used to have--the

blacks used to have a horse show down there. But that didn't last but a

couple of years because Johnson was the first black, or white, that had a

night ballpark around here, and so right away. . . i

i

Stevens: Did everybody come, or was it just the blacks.
Prather: Well, no everybody came. But then wasn't long before the

Agriculture Department out here in Gaithersburg got together and put

et izl Al



12

themselves, put this one up.

Stevens: Oh, the ballpark out.- here.

Prather: Yeah, yeah. But Johnson was actually, he was fhe first guy out
here that had a nice park, night park.

Stevens: He must have been a real entrepreneur.

-Prather: Oh, he was. Johnson, really, he was. Because he used to have,
he started with a little old taxi cab, 29 taxicabs. And something’habpened
he got some blood poisoning got-into his arm then I think and his»arm had
to be-amputated and I understand that they used some needle, something ér
other unsterilized thing and that's how he got started.

Stevens: Sounds like that how he ended! But fhat‘s how he got started in
the business?

Prather: Yeah.

Stevens: He owned a beer hall, or something?

Prather: Yeah, old beer garden. This man was, and Johnson owned a lot
of property, in Rockville and in Emory Grove. He owned a lot of pfoperty.
Stevens: Did people used to go to parties at this beer garden?

Prather: Yeah. They used to go to parties there. I went there several
times. I mean, when it first opened up. People might say, well Reverend
why do you want to go to a beer garden. Well, listen, if I'm going to be
a light for somebody, help somebody, I can't keep my light under a bushel.
I've got to be out there. You can Be with a thing, you don't havevto?be
of it. MNow people might say, Oh I saw Reverend. . . He's just as much
anything, I mean people are going to say that. I telliyou, see, 1T mean,
you have to go where the happenings are if you want fo be of help fo éhem.
Stevens: Well, when you were younger, and weren't quite so pure (laughs)ﬂ

did you used to go out to parties?
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ALMA F. FELDER

. 16879, 301

GRANTEE'S ADDRESS:

THIS DEED
9-1-768047
Tax Account No./Parcel identifier

Made this 4th day of February, 1899, by and between ALMA F, FELDER and ARNOLD BOYD

and JOSEPH L. FORD and ROGER W. FORD, parties of the first part, and JEAN ALOND, party
of the second psrt.

WITNESSETH, that in conaideration of the sum of $85,000.00, recelpt of which Is hereby
acknowledged and which parties of the first part certify under the penaities of perjury as
the actual conaideration paid or to be pald, Including the amount of any mortgage or deed
of truat ouistanding, the said partiea of the first part do grant and convey unto the party of

the second part in fee simple as sole owner, all that property situate in MONTGOMERY
COUNTY, State of Maryland, described ae:

PARTS OF A TRACT OF LAND CALLED “DORSEY'S MEADOWS®

PARCEL ONE: ONE (1) ACRE OF LAND DESCRIBED IN A DEED FROM WILLIAM
H. BENSON AND JANE BENSON, HIS WIFE, TO WESLEY BOYD DATED
SEPTEMBER 27, 1883 RECORDED IN LIBER EBP FOL!O 410, AMONG THE
LAND RECORDS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND.

PARCEL TWO: ONE (1} ACRE OF LAND DESCRIBED IN DEED FROM REZIN
PRATHER TO WESLEY BOYD DATED APRIL 1, 1889 AND RECORDS IN LIBER

JA 34 AT FOLIO 121, AMONG THE LAND RECORDS OF MONTGOMERY
COUNTY, MARYLAND,

which has sn address of 20600 PRATHERTOWN ROAD, GAITHERSBURG, MARYLAND 20879.

SUBJECT to covenants, easements and restrictions of record.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD seld land and premisea shove described or mentioned and
hereby Intended to be conveyed, togather with the bulidings and !mprovements thereupon
erected, made or being, and ail and every title, right, privileges, appurtenances and
advanisges thereunto belonging, or in anywise appertaining, unto and for the proper use
only, benetit and behalf forever of sald party of the second part in fee simple. Belng the

same property described In , among the sald Land Records.

AND the said parties of the first part covenant that they will warrant specially the

property hereby conveyed and that they will execute such further assurances of said land aa
may be requlsite or necessary.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOQF, the said parties of the firat part have aet their hands and

sesls the day and yeasr first above written.

9

(SEAL)

ARNOLD BQYD ’ .
Q;U(/rm,.,)) U ot

oo U P

/ (SEAL)
£

(SEAL)

ROGER W. FORD — :
RECORDING FEC [

FECORDATION T 34,

TR 1A% SIATE 423

0 824,

Pock KOBY  Rost ¥ S0l
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STATE OF MARYLAND
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, TO WIT;

| Hereby Certify, That on this 4th day of February, 1999, before me, the subscriber, did
personally appear ALMA F. FELDER and ARNOLD BOYD and JOSEPH L. FORD and ROGER
W. FORD, known to me or satisfactorlly proven to be the persons whose namea Is/are set
forth In the within deed, and did further acknowledge that they executed the aforegoing
deed for the purpoges therein contained.

WITNESS MY HAND AND NOTARIAL SEAL.

My Commisalon Expires: %QQ ly & Relee,
NOTARY PUBLIC

YAELY €. PIERCE

NOTARY PUBLIC STATE OF MARYLAND
My Cenimi

1 certity that trta IHBrtméHE wes prepared under the supervision of R. Elizabeth Evers, an
attorney admitted to practice before the Court of Appeais of the State of Meryland.

A ddan

R. Eillzabeth Evers

GRANTOR'S ADDRESS:
TITLE INSURER: STEWART TITLE
CASE # M-980731

AFTER RECORDING, RETURN TO:
MBS TITLE AND ESCROW, INC
1751 ELTON RD., #100
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903

MAR 12 1999 \
P e
Al taxas of ogessmants certi ied to the

Ceilagtor gf Fxeshny ortgomery Counky‘
. b };‘ hern e’ dDLp! o
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dous it guarantee satisfacion of ouistanding

tax sales.
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Information provided is for the use of the Clerk's Office, State [eraﬂmmt of o
Assessments and Taxation, and County Finance Office only. 5
. o ___ (TypcorPrintin Black Ink Only—All Caples Must Be Legible) 3
:1___[ Type(s) "([] Check Box if Addendum Iniake Form Is Attached.) 3
""" oftnstruments [\ Decd EASH BEALT | Mongage Other_ | Other POR 2061,
[ Deed of Trust Leasce i—‘ o
12 ‘Conveyanca Type, | Improved Sale  |_| Unimproved Sale | | Multiple Accounts || Natan Ams- g
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‘f—sj Amount of Fees Doc. 1 Doc.2 Agent:
Recording Charge S_ 204 S
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Qilier S S
{E District | Propenty 'l‘nx@lg No. (1) | Grantor Liber/Follo Map Parcel No. Vaor. LOG
9-1-1 Xi BEO)
D‘;,i‘;"” tlon of Subdivlfs%n Name Lot (32) | Biock (3b)SecUARG)| __ PlatRel, _ [SqFUAcreage (4)
perty
SDAT requires _&.\&B_EEAIX‘M}S !
submissien of all Location/Address of Property Being Conveyed (2)
applicable Information. | 206 11D Prades Yo % fuiPaenlow ) M3 2% S
A maximum ol 40 Othcr Praperty Identiflers (ICabriicablc) Water Meter Account No.
characters vill ba y4
indexed in accordance | Residential (S or Non-Residentiot {J | Fee Stmple [< or GrountRent []  Amount: |
with the priority ciled In [ Pactial Canveyance? [1Yes {oNo [ Description/Ant. of SqFtAcreage Transferred:
Real Property Anicte
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— ALViA_T. EEL ST T
nsferred <
Tl ARNGD_#mD _ ROEER. W, TR
Doc. | - Owacr(s) of Record, if Different from Grantor(s) ; Doc. 2 - Owner(s) of Record, if Diffcrent from Granior(s)
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L 9 | other Names Doc. 1 - Additionni Notes to be Indexed (Oplional) Doc. 2 - Additlonal Names to be Indexed (Optional)
to Belndexed |-— 17
1101 contactMall Lf\' ~ _18B8 7| Peigpitted By or Contact Person LQ',’ Retum to Contact Persan
Name: _1751.ELTON RD. -
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) 1
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A Yes| INo Will the propenty being conveyed be the grantee’s principal residence?
ssessmont
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LIS, 308

NO TITLE EXAMIINATION
NO CONSIDERATION

File no 9-1-768047
Deed-shott form MD
Tax account no./paroel identifies

This deed made this 18® day of April 1999.by and between Jean Alond an unmarriod maic, also known s
Jean Alond, pasty of the first part, and Ken W. Wilson, party of the second part.

WITNESSETH, that in congideration of the sum of RO DOLLARS and 00/100 (5S00.00), the party of the
First part does hereby grant unto the party of the second part, in fee simple, a8 sole owner, all that piece of
land. together with the irsprovements, rights, privilcges and appurtenances to the ssme belonging, sitused
In the Montgomery County, State of Maryland, described as follows, towit

PARTS OF A TRACT (OF LAND CALLED “DORSEY'S MEADOWS"

PARCEL ONE: ONE (1) ACRE OF LAND DESCRIBED IN A DEED FROM WILLIAM H.BENSON
AND JANE BENSON, HIS WIFE, TO WESLEY BOYD DATED SEPTEMBER 27, 1883 RECORDED
IN LIBER EBP POLIO 410,AMONG THE LAND RECORDS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY,

MARYLAND.

PARCEL TWO: ONE (1) ACRE OF LAND DESCRIBED IN DEED FROM REZIN PRATHER TO
WESLEY BOYD DATED APRIL ], 1889 AND RECORDS IN LIBER JA 34 AT FOLIO 121.AMONG
THE LAND RECORDS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY. MARYLAND.

WHICH HAS AN ADDRESS OF 20600 PRATHERTOWN ROAD, GAITHERSBURG. MARYLAND
20879

SUB/ECT TO COVENANTS, EASEMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD SAID LAND AND PREMISES ABOVE DESCRIBED OR MENTIONED
AND HEREBY INTENDED TO BE CONVEYED, TOGETHER WITH THE BUILDINGS AND
IMPROVEMENTS THEREUPON ERECTED, MADE OR BEING, AND ALL AND EVERY TITLE,
RIGHT, PRIVILEGES, APPURTENANCES AND ADVANTAGES THEREUNTO BELONGING, OR
IN ANYWISE APPERTAINING, UNTO AND FOR THE PROPER USE ONLY,

BENEFIT AND BEHALF FOREVER OF SAID PARTY OF THE SECOND PART N FEE

SIMPLE BEING THE SAME PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN, AMONG THE SAID LAND RECORDS.

AND THE SAID PARTY OF THE FIRST PART COVENANT THAT HE WILL WARRANT ‘
SPECIALLY THE PROPERTY HEREBY CONVEYED ANDTHATHEWIILEXECUTBW
FURTHER ASSURANCESOFSADLANDASMAYBEREQUISTTEORNECESSARY

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, 'IHESAIDPARTYOFTHEFIRSTPARTHASSETNSHANDS
AND SEALS THE DAY AND YEAR FIRST ABOVE WRITTEN.

Skoe U,

o ) KEN W. WILSON
- C0 Cexile E. Avery
7748 west Autumn Drive, Homosasss Spring, FL
34446-1723

890 d L1 43566

T e .. MARIA m:u NERDOIA
\ NOTFRY PARIC STATE CF SACAARND
My Cet el (goirs Ocioben 14, 2001

__-—____-_-'_————-J
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Thts Berd, made this 25th day of September , 1980 , by and between

WYNN L. BOYD
party of the first part, and ARNOLD BOYD, ALMA F. FELDER, JOSEPH L. FORD
and ROGER W. FORD

part ies of thesecond part:

that in consideration of Ten Doll 10.00)
the sald Mﬂlﬁ en Dollars (§

the first part does grant and convey unto Arnold Boyd an undivided one-half (1/2)
interest; unto Alma F. Felder an undivided one-sixth {1/8) interest; unto Joseph L. Ford an undivided one- -

sixth (1/6) interest; and unto Robert W. Ford an undmged cne;:mm J{llb) énterest of theedmterest whicht
da ﬁ l N b
Wynn L. Boyd recegg.ed cevtam ?:ed t%ﬁl‘l feom ?ty ane Graves, recorded 6/20/79
pha or parcel of land aituate,
lying and being in  Montgemery

County, State ot Maryland, described as follows to wit:
Parts of & tract of larki called "DORSEY'S MEADCWS"

Parcel One: One (1} scre of land described in & deed from Williamn H. Benson

and Jene Benson, his wife, to Wesiey Boyd dated 8/27/1883 recorded in Liber
EBFP Folio 410 among the Lang Records of Montgomery County, Maryland,

Parcel Two: One (1) acre of land deseribed in 2 Deed from Reszin Prather to
Wesley Boyd dated 4/1/188% and recorded in Liber JA 34 Folic 121 among the
Lard Records of Monigomery County., Maryiand.

This conveyance has no consideration. Tfae o @n onAra- M \(m—wwtmq '

DEED 8.00
CHECK

IR0 34 RO TIFR3E
FEB 27 8t

- 2T M3
wontioaras Ehnkry. wo

And e sal€ port ¥ umnmmemmu that he will warrant epeclally jeauk
ety t3e property herehy conveywd;

will sxwente sudh (urther sssuranoes of sald land as may be requlisite.
By Band  and seal

mw)’ ‘dﬁﬁ ..... ﬁ/ P W

............ .1
WYNN L. mw

..... svsrerasaeiessasess wees [BRALY
STATE OF MABH.AHI} To Wit
COURTY OF MONTGOME.: { e ¢

®n ous  25th way of September

,18 80 beforeme, KATHLEEN HAGGIE
the uadareigned officey, pervonally appeared  WYNNW L. BOYD

knows to mg (or satisfotorily proven) to betheparson whose fame (s subseribed {0 Sho withiu
tanteeosent. and seknowiedyed that he axecuted the same for the purposes thersin

s Wiseess Whreeo!,

1 hereunto sat my band and official seal,

‘ s %P bii ’d. ¥
“*“;“;;"f“‘;;","im : KATHLEEN RAG ' *

K
THIS 18 TO CERTIFY that thy within instrumens was prepared by or under”

4

T e 4
of the undaraigned, an attornsy duly admitted o practice before the Court of Appeals of nmué* '

..... _-.ﬁ-gq
8T

BN E. MOSS, Attorney
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List of historical houses on Wightman Road and Prathertown Reads

o

ovd House on 20600 Prathertown Road — at the end of Prathertown Road. Sharon Prather described
it as 2 cultural center for Prathertown, i.e. there were concerts and teas on Sunday afternoons. People
from all over Mentgomery County and even as far away as Washington D.C. would attend these
events. The house is beautiful but needs restoration and repairs. 1t appears to have been built in the
late 1800s or early 20" century. It is stately and could be classified as being a mansion. The house
has two main parts, the one section looks like it was built earlier than the other section. You can see
the differences. The stones from the creek provide the foundation or support on the older section. The
chimney or fireplace is in the center of the room and it has a tinroof. Sharon said that the Boyd family
built this house and it was called the Boyd house after that. The house is empty or vacant and we feel
that this house should be urgently looked at because of vandalism. There is stil] furniture inside
including a grandfather clock. It is lovely and the question is could the county restore the house or
perhaps find someone to restore it? The house should be considered for historical preservation. It is
one of the Jast historic homes of Prathertown. Since the Prathertown homestead is gone, this house
would be a source of pride for Prathertown and could even be on the map of African American
historical trails. The house sets on a beautiful lot with trees that are centuries old. PLEASE HELP
SAVE THIS HOUSE

The Benson House at 9710 Wightman Road. We talked to the owner Mr. D’arcos and he said it was
alright with him to have the house considered for historic preservation. He has a lot of restoration to
do inside. The house is nearly 100 years old and still has the original interior. The Bensons were
always on good terms with the Prather family. I believe they sold Dorsey Meadows to the Prather
family when the Prathers received their freedom from Woodbourne Manor on Blunt Road.

The house is a white frame house and has been impeccably maintained. Please save this house.

The Posey House on 9631 Wightman Road. This is a country style hone built at the turn of the century
and is considered to be one of the most beautiful houses in the area. It has the original tin roof.

It was built by the Wightman Family for their workers. According to Mrs. Angelina Carpenter who
lives there now it still has the original interior. She still uses the old lantern and other antique items
that originally were in the house. This house sits between Wightman and Warfield Roads. It is blue
and has a porch with an American flag in the front. She said most definitely put this house on the
historic preservation list. This house is also endangered because there is a buyer who has a lot of
heavy duty equipment that he wants to store in the yard. We call it the “Posey House” because Sharon
Prather said that was the original name of the first residents of the house. The house is considered to
be part of Prathertown. The architecture style reflects the old Prathertown. .Please save this house

The Wightman or the Thomas House is at 9831 Wightman Road. This was part of the Wightman Farm
and according to a rumor it may have been on the “Underground Railroad” but there has been no proof
of this. There are some secret compartments or rooms and there is supposed to be a ghost in the house.
The elder Mr. Wightman has been seen walking around and through the house. 1t is also one of the
most beautiful houses in the area. It too is blue and 1 believe it was built in the 1800s, Someone said
1893 and of course this would take it out of the Underground Railroad era. The house is also blue with
white trim and porch and overlooks the wetlands and Seneca Creek. 1believe that this house is being
considered for the historic preservation list. The owner is Kathleen Sentkowski. Sharon Prather and
and her sisters worked here for the Wightmans when they were young. This is their favorite house.
Please save this house
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