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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Douglas M. Duncan
County Executive

MEMORANDUM

TO: Robert Hubbard, Director
Department of Permitting Services

FROM: Anne Fothergill, Senior Planner k)
Historic Preservation Section
Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission

Julia O'Malley
Chairperson

Date: 5/25/2006

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit #419663, rear stoop, window and door alterations

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has reviewed the attached application
for a Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP). This application was Approved with Conditions at the
5/24/2006 meeting. The condition of approval is:

1. The applicant will install wood French door(s) with wood trim that matches the trim of the windows and
the doors in the original massing of the house.

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED AND CONDITIONAL UPON
ADHERENCE TO THE ABOVE APPROVED HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT (HAWP)
CONDITIONS AND MAY REQUIRE APPROVAL BY DPS OR ANOTHER TOWN GOVERNMENT
AGENCY BEFORE WORK CAN COMMENCE.

Applicant: Anne & Colin Norman
Address: 7204 Spruce Ave, Takoma Park

This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that the applicant will obtain all other applicable
Montgomery County or local government agency permits. After the issuance of these permits the
applicant must contact this Historic Preservation Office if any changes to the approved plan are made.
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Historic Preservation Commission • 1109 Spring Street, Suite 801 • Silver Spring, MD 20910.301/563-3400.301/563-3412 FAX
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Date: 6-8-06

7204 Spruce Ave.
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Bernard Thomas Guay, A.I.A., Architect
3908 Commander Drive, Hyattsville, MD 20782
Phone: 301 779 4491

Title: Site Plan

Scale: V=30'  Site



1 REMOVE COUNTER, CABINETS AND
APPLIANCES

2 REMOVE SLIDING GLASS DOOR
3 REMOVE WALL; ADD BEAM
4 REMOVE WIND❑W
S REPLACE EXISTNG DOOR WITH

EXISTING WINDOW BEING REMOVED.
FROM WEST WALL

ppi~tt
APPROVED
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ME
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Date: 4-6-06

7204 Spruce Ave.
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Bernard Thomas Guay, A.I.A., Architect
3908 Commander Drive, Hyattsville, N D 20782
Phone: 301 779 4491

Title: Partial First Floor Plan
Existing Conditions/ Demo.

Scale: 1/4" = 11-01' Sheet: 1



NOTES-

.1, 18" DEEP BROOM CABINET
2. 60" FRENCH DOOR
3, NEW WALL; MATCH EXISTING
4. INDUCTION RANGE
5. SINK
6 4.2" X 24" REFRIGERATOR
7, 12" COUNTER AND WALL CABINETS
8. 30" WIDE COUNTER
9. DISHWASHER
10. NEW BRICK STOOP AND STAIR
11, REMOVE EXISTING STOOP AND

STAIR
12, WALL CABINETS
13, REMOVE SOFFIT; REVISE COOLING

DUCTS
14, ADD SOFFIT AND COOLING DUCTS
15, HOT WATER HEATNG UNIT WITH

FAN AND THRM❑STAT UNDER BASE
CABINET

16, EXISTING C❑❑ING SUPPLY DUCT
17, NEW DUCT AND AIR FLOW ..FROM

NEW SOFFIT

Date: REVISED 4-14-06

7204 Spruce Ave.
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Bernard Thomas Guay, A.I.A., Architect
3908 Commander Drive, Hyattsville, MD 20782
Phone: 301 779 4491

Title: Partial First Floor Plan
Concept'A'

Scale: 1/4" = F-0" Sheet: 2
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Date: 6-8-06

7204 Spruce Ave.
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Bernard Thomas Guay, A.I.A., Architect
3908 Commander Drive, Hyattsville, MD 20782
Phone: 301 779 4491

Title: West Elevation

Scale: 1/4" = F-0" Sheet: 3
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Date: 6-8-06

7204 Spruce Ave.
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Bernard Thomas Guay, A.I.A., Architect
3908 Commander Drive, Hyattsville, MD 20782
Phone: 301 779 4491

Title: South Elevation

Scale: 1/4" = F-0" Sheet: 4
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Date: 6-8-06

7204 Spruce Ave.
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Bernard Thomas Guay, A.I.A., Architect
3908 Commander Drive, Hyattsville, NM 20782
Phone: 301 779 4491

Title: North Elevation

Scale: 1/4" = F-0" Sheet: 5



Date: 6-8-06

7204 Spruce Ave.
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Bernard Thomas Guay, A.I.A., Architect
3908 Commander Drive, Hyattsville, MD 20782
Phone: 301 779 4491

Title: Section

Scale: 1/4" = F-0" Sheet: 6



Date: 6-8-06

7204 Spruce Ave.
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Bernard Thomas Guay, A.I.A., Architect
3908 Commander Drive, Hyattsville, MD 20782
Phone: 301 779 4491

Title: Electrical Plan

Scale: 1/4" = V-0" Sheet: 7



Address:

Resource:

Applicant:

Review:

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

HI.G

7204 Spruce Avenue, Takoma Park Meeting Date: 5/24/2006

Contributing Resource Report Date: 5/17/2006
Takoma Park Historic District

Colin Norman Public Notice: 5/10/2006

HAWP

Case Number: 37/03-06X

PROPOSAL: Window, door, and rear stoop alterations

RECOMMENDATION: Approve

Tax Credit:

Staff:

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource within the Takoma Park Historic District
STYLE: Colonial Revival
DATE: c. 1915-1925

PROPOSAL

None

Anne Fothergill

The applicants are proposing the following changes at the rear of the house:

Right side:
• Remove the existing rear stoop and door, located in the 1970s addition section of the house.
• Relocate a window from the left side of the house to where the door was located.

Left side:
• Install a wood sliding glass door where existing non-historic window is located.
• Install brick stoop with steps from new door to existing patio.
• Remove existing sliding glass door and one window, located in 1970s addition section, and infill

with shingles to match existing.

Rear:
• Remove one window from row of windows installed in 1970s addition.

See existing and proposed plans in Circles — 5~

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Takoma Park Historic District several
documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These
documents include the historic preservation review guidelines in the approved and adopted amendment
for the Takoma Park Historic District (Guidelines), Montgomery County Code Chapter 24,4 (Chapter

0



24A), and the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent
information in these documents is outlined below.

Takoma Park Historic District

According to the Takoma Park Guidelines, Contributing Resources in the Takoma Park Historic District
are subject to a more lenient level of design review as "they are more important to the overall character of
the district and the streetscape due to their size, scale, and architectural character, rather than for their
particular architectural features."

The Guidelines state that the following factors are to be considered in reviewing Contributing Resources:

• All exterior alterations, including those to architectural features and details, should be
generally consistent with the predominant architectural style and period of the resource and
should preserve the predominant architectural features of the resource; exact replication of
existing details and features is, however, not required.

• Original size and shape of window and door openings should be maintained, where
feasible.

• Some non-original building materials may be acceptable on a case-by-case basis; artificial
siding on areas visible from the public right-of-way is discouraged where such materials
would replace or damage original building materials that are in good condition.

• Alterations to features that are not visible at all from the public right-of-way should be
allowed as a matter of course.

• All changes and additions should respect existing environmental settings, landscaping, and
patterns of open space.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A

A HAWP permit should be issued if the Commission finds that:

1. The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of a historic site or historic resource
within a historic district.

2. The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical archaeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which a historic
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto of to the achievement of the purposes of
this chapter.

In the case of an application for work on a historic resource located within a historic district, the
Commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design
significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the historic
or architectural value surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of the historic district.

Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation:

#9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated
from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion,
and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.



STAFF DISCUSSION

According to the Takoma Park Guidelines, Contributing Resources in the Takoma Park Historic District
are subject to a more lenient level of design review as "they are more important to the overall character of
the district and the streetscape due to their size, scale, and architectural character, rather than for their
particular architectural features". ...and that..."all changes and additions should respect existing
environmental settings, landscaping, and patterns of open space."

This house has been altered a number of times over the years. The applicants originally considered
building an addition to the house but decided that they wanted to work within the existing footprint and
make some interior changes to meet their needs. As a result, they are not proposing any extensions to the
house but a few window and door changes at the rear of the house, and most of those are in a non-original
section of the house.

The applicants are proposing alterations that are toward the rear of the house. Most of the alterations are
proposed in a section of the house that was built in the 1970s. The changes on the left side of the house
are all located behind the existing side extension of the house. At staff's recommendation, the applicant
considered installing the sliding glass door in the non-historic section of the house but that location will
not work for their internal space needs. While the sliding glass door installation is in the main massing of
the house, because that section has already been altered with the installation of the non-original window
and the new door would be located so far back on the house and far from the street, the new door
installation is an approvable alteration within the Guidelines.

The door removal and window relocation from the left side to the right side are approvable changes as
this is a non-original section of the house. However, staff would recommend that the applicant consider
installing a new window that is more in keeping with the other windows on that right side elevation in its
shape, type, and material rather than reusing the existing window. This is a suggestion and not a
recommended condition of approval.

Staff is recommending approval.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application as being consistent with Chapter
24A-8(b)(1) & (2);

and with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation;

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if
applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to
submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits.

O
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THE NUNN ITEMS M T 8E COMPL ED AND THE

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY TN1S APPLICATION,

a. tsescrtptlan at among straeama(sl and onvirotttrnMN1 Balling, btcktd'Bi0 Neff Idatonial hoes" and synlhear":

This house fronts on Spruce Ave. It is two-story with attic wood frame structure built around 1930. There
is a separate wood framed garage at the northwest comer of the site. The house is composed of four parts
in an ̀ L' shaped plan with a front porch. The open part of the ̀ L' is a brick patio with shade trees. The
front portions of the house are original and the back was reported to be added in the 1970's. As a whole the
house is deemed to have historic significance and has a character that is frequently found throughout the
neighborhood. The yard is nicely landscaped. Some simple features that are significant is the projecting
cornice and wood.siding. The openings and trim work are simplistic.

Is, Gmetal tincliation Of PnoiecI and its atiacl an Iha historic nsaweNal, eca th"kah'"al teitbp, and, whom applic". Via Nowit ditake

The project is to close two doors and a window at the back of the 1970's portion of the house and add a
new back door and stoop to the existing patio. The effect of the project has a very minimal impact on this
histor c resource. This project is in the back yard at the first floor and can't be seen from the street.
Therefore the setting is virtually unaffected. All of the proposed materials will match the existing adjacent
fabric and will be blended seamlessly.

2. SITE PLAN

spa also Savi orlm4nlN Setting, drawn to stab. You may use Vat plet. yaw Sea plan must inelude:

a. Mt state. nanh e1aw, and data, .

it. ditnonsiens of all existing and eeaposed Iaaclwts; and

C. tits Intwas weh at walkways, dnNBways, tencNI, pordl, scams. amen dwinostal. maehMksl eardpmew and landscaping.

), PLANS AND ELEVATIONS

You ms gkflp i l tepees d W- aM0-09-0pop} n a IOJnaI ate was,111M 11' a 11'„prgnt en B f ~) mewl are erefenai

a Sc*eenedc construction prone, with metLad dime.slotn, iWealing bGUDn..aite and gantiel type el wak window and door openatps. and OOW
fiacdfeetwosaEeth"all%ei fISSwcclsl Ind the faoposedPark

k. Elevations 14cadnt wish frWild dimomiws, Cewly Indkefng ptoposad work In reWfex to aaiAng construction and. when eperopriate, contest,

minatal4h and kiwis prowled Ion arc eeleft mast by rwtad en IM ebwllons &CM1 tga. An existing one • prepoad slevBtien di" oI web
leeode affected ov ON pfopotad week is regained.

a. rfATEIIALS PBCIMA BONS

Grnelel description of maws-Is and mawlectwed hems peptised let eAenrporatiBA N dw Wert of Ilta proleet This WOMW inn may be intt:tuded on pad

design diawingt.

S. PHOTO-gRAPHS

I. Cleady bbaled pnotggrepnrga+nts at each Wage Cl exit" cesamee. including details W the eNeeted portions, An labeb SWWd be placed an fit
pent of otrotoglsons.

g, r leal, label pholov,aoNie prinN of the resource .s ,iowed kern the vuh6e slot•d-Wsy and of the adjoining prepartas_ All labels sIM" be placed on
1M light at photegraphf.

A vow -t vropas.ng consnuction adiseene m s, roam ere ::ae-e %I env vat 6' or [tiger in diameter In apptnimebly a feet above the gtoundl. lieu
most tae In acctxne Bea wtvet, ntemrtying tilt tae, nets .an, ao spans el Bath Bee at N taut that dimension.

)_ ADDRESSES OF AOJACEMT ANO CONFRONTING PROPERTY OWNEAS
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111e sheeti ighwAy Rom the pincel in question, too ter. waM r.i ntnmadon hom the OapafVntnl of Assestments and Taxation. 51 Mum street
AackAge,130VIlg-13651.

PLEASE PAINT ON BLUE OR BUCK INXf OA TYPE THIS INFORMATION ON THE F01.1.O1IIAN0 PACE.
PEASE $TAY WITHIN THE GUIDES OF THE TEMPLATE. AS 11415 VAtl OE PNDTOCOPIEO OIRMLY ONTO MAILINGLAIREM
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HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner's Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners]

Owner's mailing address Owner's Agent's mailing address

-Tp,-PW A PA kf 1411) Ado-- `Isla s v-6voA~1  /0/- ,
1 

~o

Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses

~K
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BUILDER'S NOTES ON PROJECT

May 2, 2006

1. The overall purpose of this project is to create a new kitchen space for the
homeowners, as shown on the plan view drawings. In designing the space, the
architect found the need to move the sliding door system and place it where a
window is now. The vacated space will then be filled with a wall for kitchen
space. The other door to be removed will be filled with a wall for kitchen space.

2. The builder is charged with disturbing the outside character of the property as
little as possible. Thus the door in its new location will be a wood door of similar
design to existing. The brick stoop will be relocated to the new door position. All
materials will be of like composition to existing (particularly the shingles) and
painted with sample-matched paint so as to appear original in all respects. The
brick patio will, of course, remain unchanged, with the courtyard nature
unaffected by the new door placement.

Any questions, please feel free to call myself at 202-409-4522.

John Schmitt
Kingston Custom Builders
11515 Suburban Place
Fairfax Station, Va. 22039

MIIIC lic #92442

11-i15 Sims.T4RAN PI..Nci?, F,.rar:v~. S-r, TToN, VA 22039 e Tm_ (70,33)3231-65227T (301)927-9249'
FAN". (703) 323-7913
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NOTES;

1. 18" DEEP BROOM CABINET
2. 60" SLIDING DOOR .
3. NEW WALL; MATCH EXISTING
4. INDUCTION RANGE
5. SINK
6 42" X 24" REFRIGERATOR
7. 12" COUNTER AND WALL CABINETS
8. 30" WIDE COUNTER
9. DISHWASHER
10. NEW BRICK STOOP AND STAIR
11, REMOVE EXISTING STOOP AND

STAIR
12, WALL CABINETS
13, REMOVE SOFFIT; 'REVISE COOLING

DUCTS
14. ADD SOFFIT AND C❑❑LING DUCTS
15. HOT WATER HEATNG UNIT WITH

FAN AND THRMOSTAT UNDER BASE
CABINET

16, EXISTING C❑❑ING SUPPLY DUCT
17, NEW DUCT AND AIR FLOW FROM

NEW SOFFIT

3 ITYP

15

7

14

15

7204 Spruce Ave.
Takoma Park, MID 20912
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Date: REVISED 4-14-06

Bernard Thomas Guay, A.I.A., Architect
3908 Commander Drive, Hyattsville, NID 20782
Phone: 301 779 4491

Title: Partial First Floor Plan
Concept 'A'

Scale: 1/4" = P-0"
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Norman Residence 7204 SPRUCE AVE
TAKORAA PARK

DOOR TO BE MOVED
TO RIGHT

FRONTOP BUILDINO
FACES EAST



7204 SPRUCE -AVE

Norman Residence TAKOMA PARK.

NORTH Sl DI- OF ]3MI DING

NORTHEAST CORNER'OF BUILDING

-®r



7204 SPRUCE AVE
Norman Residence TAKOMA PARK

WEST SIDE.OF WELDING

SOUTHMMST CORNER DETAI LS

CIJ49



7204 SPRUCE ANE

Norman Residence TAKOMA PARK

r

ya

V

DOOR TO BE MOVED

SOUTH SIDE DETAILS
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Nonnan Residence 7204 SPRUCE AVE
TAKOMA PARK

SOUTHSIDE DETAILS OF BUILDING

SOUTH SIDE OF BUII.D]NG

v



7204 SPRUCE AVE
TAKOMA PARK

Norman Residence

SOUTH SIDE DETAILS

SOUTHWEST CORNER-OF BUILDING

a~
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more photos of 7204 Spruce Avenue
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Norman Residence 7204 SPRUCE AVE
TAKOMA PARK

DOOR TO BE MOVED
TO RIGHT

FRONT OF BUILDING
FACES EAST



NoTinan Residence

SOUTHSOUTH SIDE DETAILS

SOUTHWEST CORNER OF BUILDING

7204 SPRUCE AVE
TAKOMA PARK

l

il -4-4y



1~ 1

7204 SPRUCE AVE

Norman Residence TAKOMA PARK

WEST SIDE OF BUILDING

SOUTHWEST CORNER DETAILS

I 

,r

M-



0

Norman Residence 7204 SPRUCE AVE
TAKOMA PARK

JIM

SOUTHSIDE DETAILS OF BUILDING

SOUTH SIDE OF BUILDING



7204 SPRUCE AVE

NonnanResidence TAKOMA PARK

NORTH SIDE OF BUILDING

NORTHEAST CORNER OF BUILDING


