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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Douglas M. Duncan Julia O'Malley
County Executive Chairperson

Date: 5/25/2006

MEMORANDUM

TO: Robert Hubbard, Director

Department of Permitting Services
N

FROM: Anne Fothergill, Senior Planner
Historic Preservation Section
Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission

SUBJECT:  Historic Area Work Permit #419663, rear stoop, window and door alterations

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has reviewed the attached application
for a Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP). This application was Approved with Conditions at the
5/24/2006 meeting. The condition of approval is:

1. The applicant will install wood French door(s) with wood trim that matches the trim of the windows and
the doors in the original massing of the house.

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED AND CONDITIONAL UPON
ADHERENCE TO THE ABOVE APPROVED HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT (HAWP)
CONDITIONS AND MAY REQUIRE APPROVAL BY DPS OR ANOTHER TOWN GOVERNMENT
AGENCY BEFORE WORK CAN COMMENCE.

Applicant: ~ Anne & Colin Norman
Address: 7204 Spruce Ave, Takoma Park

This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that the applicant will obtain all other applicable
Montgomery County or local government agency permits. After the issuance of these permits the
applicant must contact this Historic Preservation Office if any changes to the approved plan are made.

Historic Preservation Commission ® 1109 Spring Street, Suite 801  Silver Spring, MD 20910 » 301/563-3400 « 301/563-3412 FAX
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APPLIANCES

REMOVE SLIDING GLASS DOOR
REMOVE WALL; ADD BEAM
REMOVE WINDOW
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Bernard Thomas Guay, A.LA., Architect
3908 Commander Drive, Hyattsville, MD 20782
Phone: 301 779 4491
Title: Partial First Floor Plan
Existing Conditions/ Demo.
Scale: 1/4"=1'-0" Sheet: 1
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Bernard Thomas Guay, ALA., Architect
3908 Commander Drive, Hyattsville, MD 20782
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Title: Partial First Floor Plan
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 7204 Spruce Avenue, Takoma Park Meeting Date: 5/24/2006

Resource: Contributing Resource Report Date: 5/17/2006
Takoma Park Historic District

Applicant: Célin Norman Public Notice: 5/10/2006

Réview: HAWP Tax Credit: None

Case Number: 37/03-06X Staff: Anne Fothergill

PROPOSAL: Window, door, and rear stoop alterations

RECOMMENDATION: Approve

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource within the Takoma Park Historic District
STYLE: Colonial Revival

DATE: c. 1915-1925

PROPOSAL

The applicants are proposing the following changes at the rear of the house:

Right side:
e Remove the existing rear stoop and door, located in the 1970s addition section of the house.
¢ Relocate a window from the left side of the house to where the door was located.

Left side:
e Install a wood sliding glass door where existing non-historic window is located.
e Install brick stoop with steps from new door to existing patio.

e Remove existing sliding glass door and one window, located in 1970s addition section, and infill
with shingles to match existing.

Rear:
e Remove one window from row of windows installed in 1970s addition.

See existing and proposed plans in Circles c' -5

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Takoma Park Historic District several
documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These
documents include the historic preservation review guidelines in the approved and adopted amendment
for the Takoma Park Historic District (Guidelines), Montgomery County Code Chapter 244 (Chapter

©,



24A), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent
information in these documents is outlined below.

Takoma Park Historic District

According to the Takoma Park Guidelines, Contributing Resources in the Takoma Park Historic District
are subject to a more lenient level of design review as “they are more important to the overall character of

- the district and the streetscape due to their size, scale, and architectural character, rather than for their
particular architectural features.” '

The Guidelines state that the following factors are to be considered in reviewing Contributing Resources:

e All exterior alterations, including those to architectural features and details, should be
generally consistent with the predominant architectural style and period of the resource and
should preserve the predominant architectural features of the resource; exact replication of
existing details and features is, however, not required.

e Original size and shape of window and door openings should be maintained, where
feasible.

¢ Some non-original building materials may be acceptable on a case-by-case basis; artificial
siding on areas visible from the public right-of-way is discouraged where such materials
would replace or damage original building materials that are in good condition.

o Alterations to features that are not visible at all from the public right-of-way should be
allowed as a matter of course. v

e All changes and additions should respect existing environmental settings, landscaping, and
patterns of open space.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 244
A HAWP permit should be issued if the Commission finds that:

1. The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of a historic site or historic resource
within a historic district.

2. The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical archaeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which a historic
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto of to the achievement of the purposes of
this chapter.

In the case of an application for work on a historic resource located within a historic district, the
Commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design
significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the historic
or architectural value surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of the historic district.

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:
© #9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated

from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion,
and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

©,



STAFF DISCUSSION

According to the Takoma Park Guidelines, Contributing Resources in the Takoma Park Historic District
are subject to a more lenient level of design review as “they are more important to the overall character of
the district and the strectscape due to their size, scale, and architectural character, rather than for their
particular architectural features”....and that...“all changes and additions should respect existing
environmental settings, landscaping, and patterns of open space.”

This house has been altered a number of times over the years. The applicants originally considered
building an addition to the house but decided that they wanted to work within the existing footprint and
make some interior changes to meet their needs. As a result, they are not proposing any extensions to the
house but a few window and door changes at the rear of the house, and most of those are in a non-original
section of the house.

The applicants are proposing alterations that are toward the rear of the house. Most of the alterations are
proposed in a section of the house that was built in the 1970s. The changes on the left side of the house
are all located behind the existing side extension of the house. At staff’s recommendation, the applicant
considered installing the sliding glass door in the non-historic section of the house but that location will
not work for their internal space needs. While the sliding glass door installation is in the main massing of
the house, because that section has already been altered with the installation of the non-original window
and the new door would be located so far back on the house and far from the street, the new door
installation is an approvable alteration within the Guidelines.

The door removal and window relocation from the left side to the right side are approvable changes as
this is a non-original section of the house. However, staff would recommend that the applicant consider
installing a new window that is more in keeping with the other windows on that right side elevation in its
shape, type, and material rather than reusing the existing window. This is a suggestion and not a
recommended condition of approval.

Staff is recommending approval.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP apphcatlon as being consistent with Chapter
24A-8(b)(1) & (2);

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation,
and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if

applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to
submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits.
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THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MUST BE COMPLEYED AND THE
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION,

. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

1. Descilption of existng sbuttcist ond snvironmantel satting. inchafing el Natorichl fustuiss and significenct;

This house fronts on Spruce Ave. It is two-story with attic wood frame structure built around 1930. There
-is a separate wood framed garage at the northwest comner of the site. The house is composed of four parts.

in an ‘L’ shaped plan with a front porch. The open part of the L’ is a brick patio with shade trees. The

- front portions of the house are original and the back was reported to be added in the 1970°s. As a whole the
house is deemed to have historic significance and has a character that is frequently found throughout the
neighborhood. The yard is nicely landscaped. Some simple features that are significant is the projectmg
comice and wood siding. The openings and trim work are simplistic.

. General description of praject ond it oftnct an the historic {3), the envi i tatting, and. whate sppicebls. tha historie giswict;

The project is to close two doors and a window at the back of the 1970’s portion of the house and add a
new back door and stoop to the exxstmg patio. The effect of the project has a very minimal impact on this
historic resource. This project is in the back yard at the first floor and can’t be seen from the strect.
Therefore the setiing is virtually unaffected. All of the proposed materials will match the exxstmg adjacent
fabric and will be blended s&mleasly

Site a1 savitonmenial seniing, deawen o scale. You may use yaur plat. Your sita plen must jhehdl:

s, hescale, northmiiow, and dme; .

v. ioNe OF A% eaisling w0 pepased ; and
e silel suth as v, , tertns, ponds, . tIesh 1, teat oq M. snd landacaping
. PLANS AND ELEVATIONS .

You st SURDVLZ Saits of e 804 Kicwiueny n 3 formyl e jgry han 11" x 17", Plant 04 8 1/2° x L1” napks efe prafeaed,

o Schemetic construction plens, with marked di . fhdienfing . zite and geners! type of walls, window and doot openings. snd othet
Tined leaturas of both the enisting rr {st end the work,

t. Elevmions {facaden). with marked di fans, clearly indlcating proposed work n v:bl-n to wristing mmuet!m md whan lnxnwms contaxy,
Al msterisls and fixtures proposed fo7 the eaterior must by notad on the 9. An g and & prop dawing ol cach

fecede alt by e proporad witk is requi

. MATEMIALS SPECIFICATIONS

Graets) geseripiion of ials and A d Rerns guoposed lor i
sesign diawings.

poration b the werk of the prolect This information may ba included on your

. PHOTOGRAPHS

1. Cleatly Jebnind photographee pinta of each lagade i:l srising rerausee, including datails of the alfeeted portions, Af Jsbely should be placed on the
ront of oholagiaons,

0. Clzwriy label photoqraghic nrints of the resource o8 viewed ham Me puhlic tight-ofcwev and of e sdjpining prapsiiss. AB lsbtls shordd de pluced o8
the f1on] of phategeaphs.

A you aeg prop 12 61 vaiin tre 21000 ot any Uee 6° ot lerge in dismelns (a1 anproximetely 4 leel gbove the ground). yeu
sy foe an ucmm wee Lutvey montilying e tite, iLtatan, $0 species of each tree of ol ieast thel dimantion,

"

. BDDRESSES OF ADJA 0_CONFRO, PAQP '

For ALL projeets, provide an 151 of adj ang 2enh 9 MrEperty owners {nol tenmnta]. inchuding names, add/asses, and g codes, THE Moy
shoudd nctude he owners ot 8R bois ai parcels Mx:n #0p0in tre oprcelin quastion, as well a3 the awner{s] of ot{1] ar parcatis] which liv directly scrons
the stieelighuway fom ihe percal in queswon, You car. 3ttam o wicemation bom the D of Assessments sod Taation, 1 Monros Sueet,
Aogkvitle, 1301/213-1345).

PLEASE PRINT (1N BLUE OR BLACK INX; OR YYPE INIS INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING ';GE.
PLEASE SYAY WITHIN THE GUIDES OF TKE TEMPLATE. AS THIS WILL BE PHOTOCOPIED DIRECTLY ONYD MAILING LABELS.



HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners]

Owner’s mailing address
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Owner’s Agent’s mailing address

Jomn) SepurT o |
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FRFAX Sr, VA, 23037

Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses
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BUILDER’S NOTES ON PROJECT

‘May 2, 2006

1.

The overall purpose of this project is to create a new kitchen space for the
homeowners, as shown on the plan view drawings. In designing the space, the
architect found the need to move the sliding door system and place it where a
window is now. The vacated space will then be filled with a wall for kitchen
space. The other door to be removed will be filled with a wall for kitchen space.
The builder is charged with disturbing the outside character of the property as

little as possible. Thus the door in its new location will be a wood door of similar

design to existing. The brick stoop will be relocated to the new door position. All
materials will be of like composition to existing (particularly the shingles) and
painted with sample-matched paint so as to appear original in all respects. The
brick patio will, of course, remain unchanged, with the courtyard nature
unaffected by the new door placement.

Any QUestions, please feel free to call myself at 202-409-4522.

John Schmitt

Kingston Custom Builders
11515 Suburban Place
Fairfax Station, Va. 22039
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Date: REVISED 4-14-06

7204 Spruce Ave.

Takoma Park, MD 20912

Bernard Thomas Guay, A.LA., Architect
3908 Commander Drive, Hyattsville, MD 20782
Phone: 301 779 4491

Title: Partial First Floor Plan
Concept 'A’

Scale: 1/4" =1-Q"
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DOOR TO BE MOVED

SOUTH SIDE DETAILS
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SOUTHSIDE DETAILS OF BUILDING
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