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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Isiah Leggett Jef Fuller

County Executive Chairperson

Date: 08/14/08

MEMORANDUM

TO: Carla Reid, Director
Department of Permitting Services

FROM: Anne Fothergi
Planner Coordi r
Historic Preservation Section-Planning Department
Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit #467478 — Rear addition and alterations to house and garage removal

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has reviewed the attached application for a
Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP). This application was approved with conditions at the November 14, 2007
meeting. The conditions of approval are:

1) The applicants will have a tree protection plan in place prior to construction.

2) The applicants will remove the section of the driveway that extends to the garage that will be
removed.

3) Any changes to ornamental fenestration on the sides will be reviewed and approved at the staff

level.

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED CONDITIONAL UPON ADHERENCE
TO THE ABOVE APPROVED HAWP CONDITIONS AND MAY REQUIRE APPROVAL BY DPS OR
ANOTHER LOCAL OFFICE BEFORE WORK CAN BEGIN.

Applicant: Kingsley and Josephine Opara
Address: 3906 Prospect Street, Kensington

This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that the applicant will obtain all other applicable
Montgomery County or local government agency permits. After the issuance of these permits, the applicant must
contact this Historic Preservation Office if any changes to the approved plan are made.

Historic Preservation Commission 9 1109 Spring Street, Suite 801 • Silver Spring, MD 20910.301 /563-3400.301 /563-3412 FAX
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Aj Staff Item-3906 Prospect Street
Anne Fothergill
August 13, 2008

In 2007 the HPC approved a HAWP for 3906 Prospect, a non-contributing resource in Kensington. The
applicant is proposing changes to the approved front elevation. They are requesting some minor
changes including the front porch and fenestration. See attached for approved and proposed
elevations.

Staff is requesting that the HPC allow these changes to be approved at the staff level.
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Fothergill, Anne

Subject: FW: tonight's meeting (on my birthday)

Case III-L and IV-A

-----Original Message-----
From: Julia OMalley [mailto:omalleylO@msn.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2007 4:37 PM
To: Fothergill, Anne
Cc: j_engel01@yahoo.com
Subject: tonight's meeting (on my birthday)

Chair Fuller and Commissioners,
As President of the Kensington Historical Society I'm sending comments on the HAWP and
Preliminary before you tonight.

Regarding 3906 Prospect St. we have the following concerns:
Is this a tear down? Only a portion of the front facade remains and that portion will have a
new window configuration. The deep front porch is lost.
I would agree with Commissioner Duffy's comments as to what of the original will remain.

Is this a tear down?

The mistake that has often been discussed on the infill building at the other end of the
block is that the new house detracts from the historic houses because of it's grandeur. In
other words, many feel it impairs the character of the district because of it's mass and
style. The house recommended for approval tonight will look like infill - a brand new house
in it's entirety. It will be the house seen from Connecticut Avenue at the entrance to .the
west portion of Kensington's historic core.
As Commissioner Alderson stated: "The issue is compatibility.." with a Victorian Garden
suburb.

Just to clarify that the majority of the lots in the Kensington Historic District are 50' by
175'. Some homes are built on more than one lot. Many homes are built on a single lot.

The recommendation is to approve this HAWP for 219 coverage on this single lot. Will you
require them to remove the driveway? Will you limit any more construction on this lot (such
as a garage)? Will you require tree protection for the tree on the adjacent lot?

Regarding the preliminary 3941 Washinton Street: we concur with the comments in the staff
discussion - lower the roof line, inset the left side, reduce the overall size.

Thanks,
Julia O'Malley

1



7 November 2007

Historic Preservation Commission
1109 Spring St., Ste 801
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

HISTORIC-;;Ti N Oi ;T%ETHE MARYLAND NATIONAL CARITALPARK AND Pi.Af.N;PJG : OAANISSIOtJ

qu51LVER SPRIPt3, ; D

Re: HPC case No. 31/06-07J, Kingsley and Josephine Opara for an addition and
alterations at 3906 Prospect St., Kensington Historic District.

We are writing in opposition to the application for a HAWP submitted by Mr. and Mrs.
Opara and scheduled for consideration by the Historic Preservation Commission on
November 14, 2007. The project proposed as an addition to the existing structure would,
in fact, completely change the character of the existing house by incorporating it in a
massive structure well over twice the size of the original. The result would be the same if
the existing house was razed and a much larger house built on the site. Thus the
Kensington Historic District would lose a resource and have it replaced by a structure
inappropriate to the Historic District and the streetscape of Prospect Street.

The existing house at 3906 Prospect Street is a contributing resource to the. Kensington
Historic District. Kensington's history stretches over a century, and its cultural resources
include many architectural styles, not just the Queen Anne and Colonial revival styles.
The Opara's 1930s bungalow may be considered of particular historical value since not
many homes were built in the town during that decade. Their house at present is of proper
scale for its lot and also fits in with the character of the other houses on Prospect Street.
For example, the front porch and roof shape above the porch are essential elements and
contribute to the distinctive features of the neighborhood's existing architecture. Front
porches not only are important architecturally, they are expressions of a way of life that
predates air conditioning.

The proposed structure would not be appropriate for the neighborhood for several
reasons. The mass of the structure on a relatively narrow lot would contrast with the
other houses on Prospect Street (see page SP-4; the lot at 3908 Prospect Street is 83 feet
wide, for example). Within the 52-foot width of the lot is a driveway barely wide enough
for use. This perception of narrowness would be increased if the driveway is extended to
the rear of the proposed much-higher structure shown on Right Elevation. The existing
driveway encroaches on the adjacent lot at present (see page SP-1) further illustrating the
problem.



The open spaces between houses on Prospect Street are part of the character of the
Kensington Historic District. The proposed structure interferes with this sense of
openness by cramming a huge house on a narrow lot. Moreover, older houses often have
individuality and distinction that new construction cannot duplicate. If this proposal was
for an addition and expansion of the existing house, something of the character of the
existing house should be preserved, and that is especially important in our historic
district. The elevations that are presented are incompatible with the lot, with the
neighborhood, and with the historic district.

Daniel P. Jones and Carol J. Jones
3908 Prospect Street
Kensington Historic District



III-L
MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

STAFF REPORT

Address: 3906 Prospect Street, Kensington Meeting Date: 11/14/07

Applicant: Kingsley and Josephine Opara Report Date: 11/07/07
(Elizabeth Homer, Architect)

Resource: Secondary Resource Public Notice: 10/13/07
Kensington Historic District

Review: HAWP Tax Credit: None

Case Number: 31/06-7J Staff: Anne Fothergill

PROPOSAL: Addition and alterations to house and removal of garage

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff is recommending that the HPC approve this HAWP application.

BACKGROUND

The applicants came to the Commission for a Preliminary Consultation on July 11, 2007. At that meeting,

the Commission expressed support of the plans and recommended that the applicants submit a HAWP
application. The Local Advisory Panel also expressed their support of the proposal. The transcript is in
Circles 3+ - 90 and the LAP comments are in Circle 1

ARCIIITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Secondary Resource within the Kensington Historic District
STYLE: Colonial'Revival
DATE: c. 1938

PROPOSAL

The applicant is proposing to construct an addition above and behind the existing house. They propose to
remove their existing garage. See existing and proposed plans in Circles q- 26

The applicant proposes to expand the house in height to 32' 7.5" tall from the front grade to the roof ridge.
The proposed house will remain 32 feet wide and will extend back beyond the existing house an
additional 23 feet approximately. In terms of the existing house, the front, left and right side exterior walls
of the basement will be retained and on the first floor the left and right side walls and half of the front wall
will also remain.

The existing house footprint (including the front porch) is 981 SF and the proposed footprint is 1852 SF
(including the porch). The lot is 8,970 SF with an existing lot coverage of 17.4% including the garage.
The proposed lot coverage is 21.4%, a 4% increase.

(0



The applicant is proposing cement board siding, cedar shakes and stone for the house and an asphalt
shingle roof, wood simulated divided light windows, wood doors and wood trim.

Photos of existing conditions are in Circles Z 3 . A photo simulation and site plan showing the
proposed house and the adjacent house are in Circles 2.S-26.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Kensington Historic District several
documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These
documents include the Approved & Adopted Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation:
Kensington Historic District, Atlas #3116 (Amendment), Vision of Kensington: A Long-Range
Preservation Plan (Vision), Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), and the Secretary of
the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent information in these documents is
outlined below.

Approved & Adopted Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: Kensington Historic
District, Atlas #31/6

In regard to the properties identified as secondary resources--that is visually contributing, but non-historic
structures or vacant land within the Kensington District--the Ordinance requires the Preservation
Commission to be lenient in its judgment of plans for contemporary structures or for plans involving new
construction unless such plans would seriously impair the historic or architectural value of surrounding
resources or impair the character of the district.

Vision of Kensington: A Long-Range Preservation Plan

The HPC formally adopted the planning study, Vision of Kensington: A Long-Range Preservation Plan,
and is directed by the Executive Regulations, which were approved by the County Council, to use this plan
when considering changes and alterations to the Kensington Historic District. The goal of this preservation
plan "was to establish a sound database of information from, which to produce a document that would
serve the HPC, M-NCPPC, their staff and the community in wrestling with the protection of historic
districts amidst the pressures of life in the 21 st century." The plan provides a specific physical description
of the district as it is; an analysis of character-defining features of the district; a discussion of the
challenges facing the district; and a discussion of proposed strategies for maintaining the character of the
district while allowing for appropriate growth and change.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A

A HAWP permit should be issued if the Commission finds that:
1. The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of a historic site or historic resource

within a historic district.
2. The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical archaeological, architectural

or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which a historic resource is located
and would not be detrimental thereto of to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter.

In the case of an application for work on a historic resource located within a historic district, the
Commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design significance
or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the historic or
architectural value surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of the historic district.

cz)



Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation:
Standard #2 The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The
removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships
that characterize a property will be avoided.

Standard 49: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the
property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with
the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the
integrity of the property and its environment.

Standard # 10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be
undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and
integrity of the historic property and its environments would be unimpaired.

STAFF DISCUSSION

When the applicants came to the Commission for a Preliminary Consultation, the Commission fully
supported the proposal. The discussion from the previous staff report is in Circle qZ
Since the preliminary consultation, the applicants have reduced the lot coverage slightly and have reduced
the overall length of the house from 63' to 61'. The height was increased three feet from the previous 30'
height but as can be seen in Circle ZS the roof ridge will still be lower than the adjacent house
(there is a parking lot on the other side).

Two things should be noted here as were noted in the previous staff report. Because this is a secondary
resource, the review is more lenient and focuses on the proposed massing and scale and its impact on the
streetscape. Additionally, the proposed lot coverage is higher than generally approved in Kensington and it
should be clear that this is an exception because the lot coverage on this small lot was already 17.4% and
they are increasing it only a small amount.

Staff recommends that the HPC approve this HAWP application

AFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application as being consistent with Chapter
24A-8 (b) 2:

The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, architectural or
cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic resource is located and would
not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter,

and with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation,

and with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will
present 3 permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for
permits (if applicable).

0
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THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MUST HE COMPLETED AND THE
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION.

I. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

a. Oescription of existing strurturels) and environmental setting, including their historical features and significance:

b. General description of project and its effect on the historic resoume(s). the environmental setting, and, where applicable, the historic district:

_AFL- Altrk(AIEQ_

2. SITE PLAN

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plit. Your site plan must include:

a, the scale, north arrow, and date;

b. dimensions of all existing and proposed structures; and

c. site features such as walkways, driveways, fences, ponds, streams, oesh dumpsters, mechanical equipment, and landscaping.

3. PLANS AND ELEVATIONS

you most ;submit 2 cooigs oI tans nd elevations in a I Imat no I rr pr n Wit 17', Plans bn 8 If" x 11' naner are preferred.

a. Schemslic.eodsfracrion plans, with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of walls, window and door openings, and other
fixed features of both the existine resourcels) and the proposed vrork.

b. Elevations (Jacades), with marked dimensions, clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing construction and, when appropriate, context.
All materials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must be noted on Vie elevations drawings. An existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each
facade affected by the proposed work is required..

MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS

General description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the project. This information may be included on your
design drawings.

5. PHOTOGRAPHS

a Clearly labeled photographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the affected portions. Ali labels should be placed on the
front of photographs.

b. Clearly label photographic prints of Me resource as viewed hom the public right-of-way and of the adjoining properties. All labels should be placed on
the front of photographs. I

6, TREE SURVEY

if ycu are proposing constiurtion adjacent to pr :;:Min :nor ̂ 'ntinR .:I any tree 6' or larger in diameter {at approximately A feet above the ground), you

must file an accurate free survey ider,tiFying the si.e, location, and 3cecies of each Ltee of at least that dimension.

i

7. ADDRESSES OF ADJACENT AND CONFRONTING PROPE.RTf OWNERS

For ALL projects, provide an accurate list of adjacent and t;nh:nt:ng property owners In it tenantsj, including names, addresses, and tip codes. This list

should include the owners of all lots o: parcels which zdioin use c zrcel in arestien, as yell as the owner(s) of lot(s) or paicel(s) which lie directly across

the sire eLgtighway from Ore parcel in question rr,u can case n t`:is information from the Department of Assessments and Taxation, 51 Monroe Street,

Rockville, 001/279.13551

PLEASE PRINT IIN BLUE OR BLACK INK) OR TYPE THIS INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.

PLEASE STAYWITHIN THE GUIDES OF THE TLMPLATE, AS THIS WILL BE PHOTOCOPIED DIRECTLY ONTO MAILING LABELS.



HAWP ArPPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner's Agent, Adjacent an&Confronting Property Owners]
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Opara Residence
3906 Prospect St.
Kensington, MD 20895

Description of existing structure

The existing structure is a secondary historic resource, built in 1938. It is a 1 '/z

story house of stone, brick, and siding. To the east is a paved parking lot for the

adjacent church which fronts Connecticut Ave. To the west is a remodeled

Victorian-era house with a large garage structure located in the middle of the rear

yard. The house is .dwarfed by its Victorian neighbors in size and scale, and has

an insignificant presence on the street and neighborhood. The street and

topography slope significantly, further reducing the massing of this structure from

its neighbor.

General Description of Impact

The proposed renovation and addition have been designed to provide the owners

with the necessary programmatic spaces to meet their needs while minimizing

the impact on the streetscape and the adjoining properties. This property is

partially buffered to the east by a tall row of evergreens, blocking views onto as

well as from the site. The west side of the property is visually screened by

adjacent trees and the existing accessory structures which are situated in the

middle of the rear yards of the two adjacent properties. The streetscape

elevation is of minimal width and is consistent and compatible with the adjacent

homes.

0



The massings of all elevations have been articulated by planar and material

changes, as well as a variety of projections, roof heights, and architectural

details. The overall massing and detailing is intended to be consistent and

compatible with the materials and character of other homes in the historic district.



CONSUMER INFORMATION NOTES:
1. Tide Plan is a bens o e consumer eo ar u s resj re y a an er or a title Insurance company or its

agent in connection with contemplated transfer, financing or re-financing. ,

II 2:
M

This plan is not to be relied upon for the estsbHshmer-t or location of fences, garages, buildings, or other

N an
p

existing or future improvements.

This plan does not Property  yp provide for the accurate identification o1bounder lines, but such identification
- T may not be required for the transfer of title or securing financing or re-financing.

r? 4. Building line and/or Flood Zone information is taken from av:dlable sources and is subject to interpretation of originator.

5. No Title Report furnished.

Tz inT
— ..

inT -
cvi 4 a..vi ..

In N 76.09'11" W 52' (TOTAL DIST.)

,ro

W

'

J
CP
N

O

Lry a.
O0

LOT 31 °
Notes N"

yi6,625 S.F. LZ
a

4
1. Flood zone: Not available for

Town of Kensington - fly'i I \\

Fa I2. Setback distances as shown to the
principal structure from property

" tines are approximate. The level of W
.ccuracy for this drawing should be - I
taken to be no greater than plus
or minus 3 feet. GARAGE 

ED 
C)

Fences, if shown, have been located ,CORNER
by approximate methods. of F-

UJL' U

3. Datum of bearings shown is taken from -
Maryland State Roads Commission (S.R.C.)
Plat No. 13752. '

K Ldm F -

.
4. Total Area of Lot 31 & Part of Lot 30 n

6,970 S.P. (Computed total).

n H n

m w I

t O.3

'T

MRECK Z

320

t

1Xf STORY.
BRICK & FRAME

o x/3906

i B't 
: 

12.7 
n PORCH 

a a

CtPIE;x

2'
LOCATION DRAWING

LOT 31 & PART OF LOT 30 S 76'09'11 "E 52' (TOTAL DIST.)

BLOCK 12 PROSPECT STREET
KENSINGTON PARK (50' WIDE R/W PER S.R.C. PLAT NO. 13752)

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

SURVEYORS CERTIFICATE REFERENCES I SNIDER & ASSOCIATES
SURVEYORS - ENGINEERSTHE INFORMATION SHORN HEREON HAS BEEN PLAT BK. B

BASED UPON THE RESULTS OP A FIELD INSPECTION PLAT NO. 4 LAND PLANNING CONSULTANTS
PURSUANT TO THE DEED OR FIAT OF RECORD. EIISTI iO 2 Prefessio¢ 1 Drive, Suite 216
STRUCTURES SHOWN HAVE BEEN F91D LOCATED BASED S.R.C. 13752 Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878
UPON MEASIR2EIMM FROM PROPERTY MARKERS FOUND 301/94a-6100, Fax 301/033-1208
DR FROM EVIDENCE OF LIKES OF APPARENT OCCUPATION.'

DATE OF LOCATIONS SCALE: '1' = 20'
UBER 20988

WALL CHECK: DRAWN BY: M.A.S.
FOLJ0 687%

P OPRR LINE SURVEYOR REC. NO.~- HSE: LOC.: 05-03-05 JOB NO.: 05-2083

m N m Oa
~o

o
$
F

9

E3

"T - -

sm
Z
n

uo>
'mNITT



ONIBLDEYROPER

csiEr oPnR<
390fi PgOSPECr STREET -

BENSINcioN,

j

I

SITE PLAN
1" = 30'-0"

LOT 3 L0f 4 LOT 5

I N 76'09'11" W 52,0",

296_,

LOT 31 I

AND PART OF LOT 30

294 ^ 8,970 sft-
T

,rti

d

,~

ryAagi 
95ry

95

ti L~f O

0292., w o
~

N Z 5

~ J

Q 11

Q -̀  - 1 95.

O

.—

O <

2 55 6 yi \

9

U E%. HOUS E T 1q¢ w I ti
@3 906

~ FF=299.8
4

ENEW 214D FLR.
BAY PROJECTION

294 5
it

-----------
9

S .09, 
1.
E—

,li

g19N1.r rygg_ ~9A,

a PROSPECT STREET 2
( 9g'19,fn 

52' WIDE P./W) 
ti

Erg

GENERAL ARE NOTES:

~y sE 3906Ei PROSPECT STREET

~ rani art rqe~ _ e,srR .i~, 
sre¢r KENSINGTON

LECE D

'~

Zlll I—

iimuus U 
conmu .

EA. sorNner noN

[x TA[[ ro aE ncuoSco

.M Woae IAre.. s01= 1a~
T.] es ~. MD zo81a
Tel: 

(33 
011852.4814

F. (301)652-4814

V

Pmgcl Name

OPARA

RESIDENCE

8908 PROSPECT STREET
KENSINGTON, MD 208%

S6ee4 o..iPYon

SITE PLAN

PTRIec1 R, 063100

STL 1'-30'-0'

-1-1 - 11T >nni

C



BASEMENT PLAN

Propel Name

OPARA
RESIDENCE

3908 PROSPECT STREET
KENSINGTON, MD 20895

SKe.l Desnip—

BASEMENT PLAN

1`101 l b 06310D

Srale'
Drawn By: EN4
DaWle): 24 OCT 2007

40



N orne.

OPARA
RESIDENCE
3906 PROSPECT ST.
KENSINGTON, MD

Sheet Description:

DOSiING PLAN 

fiT*f pto6r

Project #: 063100
Scale:  1 8"=1'-0"
Drawn by
Dote(s):
SEPT. 12, 2006 EXISTING ~Z



M
r

8120 Wo0d—A—,Suit-07
BelMstla. MD 20814
Tel: (3 011 65 2 4811
Fax: (30116524814

ProRci Name

OPARA
RESIDENCE

3908 PROSPECT STREET
KENSINGTON. MD—IIS

sneer Des dp—

FIRST FLOOR PLAN

Pr0iml a: 063100

stile: ME =, -o'
D (e j 24 OCT 2007

FIRST FLOOR PLAN
v8.. = 1-0..



Job Nome:

OPARA
RESIDENCE
3906 PROSPECT ST.
KENSINGTON, NO

T-8' aC

beet Gescriptien: 
r!xlG f

EXISTING PLAN kV,,,, J

I
I

L

063100

u



SECOND FLOOR PLAN
1/8.1 - 11_01..

8120 Woodmont An. Seile 107
Bethesda. MD 20014
Tel' (3 011 6 52-0811
Faz: (3011652-401a

ProM'el Name ---
OPARA
RESIDENCE

3906 PROSPECT STREET
KENSINGTON, MD 20995

SOeel OeeCr4Y0n

SECOND FLOOR PUN

PrajW p: 063100
Scale: I/B =1-U
Drzrm By: ENH
Dale(s) : 24 OCT 2007 

4D I



Job Nome:

OPARA
RESIDENCE
3906 PROSPECT ST.
KENSINGTON. MD

She ll De-crlpllaf,

EXISTING ELEVATION fi

Project #: 063100
scale!  1 8"=1'-0"
Drawn by
Date(s):
SEPT. 12, 2006 EXISTING

941



I

~ I
I I

SECOND FLOOR TOW_

I I
7~

I
I I

_ I I

~\ SECOND FLOOR
T.O. FIN _ fLR. n

-F —
FIRST  FLOOR

— _ _ — — _ — L. FILL FLL _ — —

i

EX'G BASEMENT
T.O. SLAB

NE / BASEMENT
TO. SL40

FRONT ELEVATION
1/8° = 1•-0•

8120 WOMmenl Ave- Shire 107
Betnestla. MD 20814
Tel: IS 1) 6524811
Fax'. (301) 6524314

ProW N.—

OPARA
RESIDENCE

3908 PROSPECT STREET
KENSINGTON. MD 20895

Sneer D-010.
FRONT ELEVATION

Project I' 083'00

Scab: I/B - -0'
Dawn By: ENH

Oelels): 24 OC1 2007



Job Blame:

OPARA
RESIDENCE
3906 PROSPECT ST.
KENSINGTON. MD

Sheet Descripiicn:

EXISTING ELEVATION'1

Project #: 063100
Scc I e: 1 8"=1'-0"
Drown by:
Dote(s):
SEPT. 12, 2006 EXISTING

,~7



-- a
TR-1

1

1 I

I

i
I 1 _

I I I1 I

S-2

I '

HI

j I

I I s

I

I ~ I~ I

EXT. FINISH MATERIALS 
SHONE VENEER c~p

M F STYLE: rg'G M 
~~1T'l

D 
STYLE; TB. D. FINISH: EX•G STYLE: EN'G
FINISH: P-i FINISH: PO-1
_ 1-1 Fl6ERGLAS SHINGLES

NUF: NAIUTE 
GAF ~yy~¢~

STYLE: ROUGH SAWN CEDAR STYLE: 30-YR 71MBERLIN' ULTRA ANUAI F: TIED

LEFT ELEVATION FINISH: COLOR T3.D. 
Co.OR: ROV STYLE: TED
NOTE: PP,OVIDE 24" (A2ACC ICE h WATER FINISH: TBD

SHIELD ® FAVES & VAL-E1'S

8120 WaotlmanI Ave.. S— 107
DeBi . , .0 —14
1. (30115524011
Fax: 
=M24—

F.. d

Pralecl Name

OPARA
RESIDENCE

3— PROSPECT STREET
KENSINGTON. MO 20895

meal De.~,bxon
I FFT FLENATION

rr.lecla. os3loo
s~a1a: ve•=r-o•
Drawn BY: ENH
Dare1s7: 24 OCT 2001



312D W0a —Ave., 5011e I 
Be111esEa. MD 20814
TO, 130 t 1652-x811
F— 13011 652-404

P. el Name

OPARA
RESIDENCE

3906 PROSPECT STREET
KENSINGTON, MD 20895

5Kee1 DesOTl"'

HEAR ELEVATION

Peeled 4: 053100
6cele. 1/B'=1'-0'

0-81 ENN

Wleul: 24 Ml 2407

REAR ELEVATION
lib^ = P-0`



RIGHT ELEVATION
1/8• = r-o,

O

8120 W. A— Suile ID]
2,11, a. MD YJB 14
Tel 100116524011
Fax: (x(11) 652-4814

Plopct Name

OPARA
RESIDENCE

— PROSPECT STREET
KENSINGTON, MO 20845

S11e1 --o--
RIGHT ELEVATION

P1oRe1 R: C6]100

Seel.: 1/8'=1'-0'
Dawn E* BIT

Jal00 24 OCT 2007



NOIL EX'G STRJCTURES DRAWN
PER DIMENSIONS OBT;HED BY

— ARCH'T MEASURING ON SITE i I

M

U)

V
Wl oo

I ~I
a

EXISFING ;IRUCIURE

PROM 11 1
aUfi,JEC I ::

EXISTING SITE PLAN 1/32"=r-0" J

N

Be9iastla, MD 269, a 
e 
,

Tel (J611 652Ed11
F., (]6,1 652-all•

Projec, Name

OPARA
RESIDENCE
9906 P9(>AiifO61TCUUflT
1E661IH.aROMD.IIIDfiulS:a

9nre1i' cfpfa,



NOTE EX'G STRUCIURES DRAWN
PER DIMENSIONS OBTAINED BY

1 I

ARCH'T MEASURING ON SITE
to

I I

I I

H

v
W

CD
o U O0 4_

I I c
~ 4m.

Z7I I

0

I I

SITE PLAN
1/32" - 1'-0'.

N

e12D W. .—Ave.. Suite 107
BetM1nvla. MD 211a tq
Tel: 18011652-4911
Fa, 13011652-4914

Fm—p. Name

OPARA
RESIDENCE

3986 PROSPECT STREET
KENSINGTON. MD 20895

Sh— D— 

0.SITE PLAN

Prgjeci g: 063100

S-l. 1/32"-1' C
Draw6 ev: ENr
D...(.). 24 OCT 2007

E

-4



SITE DATA
ADDRESS 3905 PROSPECT ST,

KENSINGTON, MD 20895

BUILT: 1938
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MR. FULLER: Approved unanimously. All right, at this point let's get back to the agenda and move to

the preliminary consultation at 3906 Prospect Street. Is there a staff report?

MS. FOTHERGILL: There is a secondary resource in the Kensington Historic District, and you can see

from the aerial shot on the screen, this is the house. The applicants actually submitted plans in February, that you

may recall. It did not come to a meeting. There was a staff report written and then it was withdrawn from the

agenda. But at that time they submitted plans for a very large addition, and staff was concerned about lot

coverage, about the size of the house. It was taller than the primary resource which is located next to it.

The applicants withdrew. Went back to the drawing board literally, and have substantially revised their

plans, and staff is now in support of their plans. It's a secondary resource and receives lenient scrutiny except for

issues of scale and massing and impact to the streetscape, and impact to the historic district. And so those are the

main points that we'll look at tonight.

As you can see, it's next to a surface parking lot which is next to Connecticut Avenue. The house that you

can see to the west is a primary resource, and it is across from a lot that is not, there's no house. The applicants

are proposing to remove the garage and build -- this is the house down here. That's across the street. So this is the

house, and then I'll stop here. They are proposing to expand the house in height. It'll be approximately 30 feet

tall, and it will remain the same width as it is now but will extend back beyond the existing house an additional

approximately 25 feet.

They are expanding the existing footprint from 981 square feet to 1869 square feet. The lot coverage will

increase from 17.4 percent to 21.5 percent, about a four percent increase, and in the previous submission, the lot

coverage was 33 percent, so they really have worked hard to reduce it from 33 to 21.

Their proposing cement board siding and cedar shakes and stone and asphalt shingle roof. They haven't

submitted details about things like windows and doors, but those would come at the time of the application. They

have submitted a lot of visuals for your review, including a photo simulation showing this house as it relates to the

house next door. A site plan showing this house in relation to the other houses on block, and it is much lower in

height than the historic house next door.

It's lower in actual height but then actual the house next door sits a little bit up hill. And as you can see, it
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is, even though it extends to the rear it's not as substantial as it was before into the back of the lot. Staff has found

that it meets the Vision of Kensington, the Secretary of Interior Standards, and thinks they have come a really long

way and worked really hard. And you have comments from the Local Advisory Panel which concur with staff and

recommended they proceed to a historic area work permit application. The applicants are here.

MR. FULLER: Are there questions for staff? Would the applicants like to come forward. Good evening

and welcome. If you'd state your names for the record, and if you'd like to either add any comments or have any

questions, or things you want to comment on the staff report, please do so.

MR. FLANNIGAN: My name is Tom Flannigan, I am a principal with Flannigan Architects in Bethesda,

and I'm the architect for the project.

MR. OPARA: Kinglsey Opara, homeowner.

MS. OPARA: Josephine Opara, homeowner.

MS. HOMER: Elizabeth Homer, I work at Flannigan.

MR. FLANNIGAN: I don't know that we particularly have anything to add. There's a package there with

elevations  and plans before you. I'd be happy to answer any questions when you've had a chance to look through

those, and I think you'll see the proposed addition in relation to the adjacent house, both in type plan; as well as in

a photograph of a elevation of the house.

MR. FULLER: Staff is generally supportive. Any questions from the commission or comments?

MS. ALDERSON: The only comment I would make, it's certainly character changing, but sympathetic.

And I'm going to take a position different on this than I might take on some other, if it were a bungalow in

Takoma Park or something like that, I'd be more concerned about that the original character. But on this one, this

house is kind of at the edge of the period, and it's definitely consistent with the scale of the other houses. I'm more

comfortable seeing it get a redo like this that is very much in character with the neighborhood. than I would be

having it get a large rear addition that were disembodied, which I think would be less successful and less

integrated with the district.

So I am okay with what is a substantial alteration, because I think the scale and the character are

sympathetic and they're in keeping with what's adjoining. So I think it's successful.
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MR. DUFFY: I have a concern that, I can't really tell from the plans what's being retained of the original

structure and what's being demolished and what's new. But it seems certainly like, you know, if this were to be

built we'd completely lose the original structure, it'd be engulfed in the new and would be indistinguishable from it

which is what we're supposed to try to avoid on this commission.

I wonder if any other commissioners have a similar concern. I also, it's not clear to me how the elevations

in the plans relate because the plans show long bone elevations that are uninterrupted by any massing changes on

the right side. It doesn't exactly seem consistent with the elevations.

MR. FLANNIGAN: The elevations of the left side.

MS. ALDERSON: My lenient position compared to what I might be, again, you know, if this were a 20's

bungalow, is really based on this being, yes, it's contributing, but it really is at the edge of the period. And for this

district, this is late in terms of what is the character defining nature of the district.

MS. FOTHERGILL: Just for clarification, Kensington uses different terminology, but secondary to

Kensington is non-contributing.

MS. ALDERSON: Well then that's --

MS. FOTHERGILL: That's why it's a lenient review. You're just looking at in terms of impact the

streetscape --

MS. ALDERSON: I would have been inclined to take that view anyway just seeing, you know, what

we've seen of houses that are felt to be contributing. This is different. It's not in that character. It doesn't meet that

character defining definition.

MS. FOTHERGILL: If you look at Circle 2, the amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation

in Kensington Historic District, it says secondary resources are visually contributing but non-historic structure or

vacant land within the Kensington strict ordinance requires the cormmission be lenient in its judgment of plans

involving new construction unless such plans would seriously impair the historic or architectural value of

surrounding resources or the character of the district.

MS. ALDERSON: So the issue is compatibility, not integrity of the existing resource.

MR. FULLER: Why don't we start and just go down. Leslie, why don't you.



MS. MILES: My concerns would entirely be about the impact of this proposed building on its neighbors,

and it looks as you've surmised to be smaller and more in scale and I think it's a very fluent and attractive addition.

It's going to be quite lovely on the eye. I was just looking that there's only an east elevation, not a west elevation?

MR. FLANNIGAN: There's a front elevation and the left side elevation at this time.

MS. MILES: Okay. That's been --

MR. FLANNIGAN: We had done all four for our original submission we needed to get through at this

point before the continued development.

MS. MILES: The west elevation is on the face of the front facade?

MR. FLANNIGAN: That is correct. The one that you see before you is the one that faces Connecticut

Avenue Apartments.

MS. MILES: A lot of people can support --

MR. FLEMING: I don't have any comments.

MS. ALDERSON: I have made mine, but I also think it's commendable that you choose to continue the

use of stone in your house.

MR. DUFFY: I don't have any more comments.

MR. ROTENSTEIN: I think this is supportable and I would encourage you to move on to a HAWP, and I

appreciate all the hard work you've put into it. I remember reading this when we first had it on the agenda.

MR. FULLER: I generally support the other comments that you've heard tonight. I do appreciate the fact

that you took the staffs initial report to heart and came back with something that from my perspective the scale is

much more sympathetic. I am concerned, I don't have a problem with the exterior design as for this facility and

where it is, but I am concerned about precedent of essentially reskinning a building and sort of trying to make it

copy into the neighborhood. That I don't want to see this come back in the future as a precedent that we want to

encourage or see in other places. So I think there's some unique things that arc happening on the site and for that

reason, I think it's very supportable.

.I think from what I'm hearing of the commission in general, the application in front of us is supportable by

the majority of the commission. So I'd encourage you to come back with a HAWP and proceed from there.
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Fothergill, Anne

From: Jim Engel U_engel01@yahoo.com]

Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 20078:21 PM

To: Fothergill, Anne

Subject: Opara Residence

LAP members were asked to comment on the preliminary consultation. We generally agreed on the
following:
1) The proposed alterations to the structure are, in general, subordinate to the adjacent historic resource
in scale and mass
2) The design adheres to most of the recommendations made by staff, HPC, and LAP in an earlier
proposal
3) HPC has, in the past few years, approved 3 projects of similar scope (ic major alterations to non-
contributing resources) in the historic district.

We recommend that the applicant proceed with a HAWP.

Jim Engel
LAP Chair
July 10, 2007

Park yourself in front of a world of choices in alternative vehicles.
Visit the Yahoo! Auto Green Center.

7/12/2007 0~1



STAFF DISCUSSION

The Vision of Kensington states that "The Historic Residential Core", where 3906 Prospect is located,
"consists of most of the primary historic resources in the residential neighborhood. This includes historic
resources built from 1890 to 1930 which exemplify the historic pattern of development characterized by
expansive open spaces between homes. In this area it is important to preserve these patterns of open
space, front yard setbacks, building scale, architectural character, and the streetscape qualities."

3906 Prospect is a Secondary Resource within the Historic Residential Core of the historic district. Any
additions and alterations to this resource are reviewed in terms of their impact on the overall streetscape and
environmental setting of the historic district.

The house is very visible from Connecticut Avenue since it is located next to a parking lot at the corner.
The house is flanked to the west by a Primary-One resource and to the east by the surface parking lot.
Across the street is a Primary-One resource and a vacant lot. The proposed house will approximately five
feet taller than the adjacent house, which is slightly uphill from this house. With the rear addition, the
house will extend back beyond the adjacent house's garage (see Site Plan in Circle ~.

While a major addition to a Secondary Resource may be allowed, proposals are reviewed to ensure that the
design is sympathetic to the adjacent historic resources and that the character-defining features of the
historic garden setting and the rhythm of the streetscape are not adversely impacted, Preserving landscape
features and maintaining low lot coverage is important in preserving the historic character of the setting.
The Kensington historic District was designated because it represented a well-preserved, turn of the century
garden suburb.

The Vision of Kensington states that "the majority of houses extant in Kensington are sited on ample-sized
parcels, oftentimes consisting of two or three lots ... The average lot coverage within the Kensington
Historic District is I5%." This is a smaller lot than some in Kensington and the existing lot coverage is
14% and the proposed lot coverage is 33% (27% without the garage).

The proposed addition will more than double the footprint of the house and increase the lot coverage and
height of the house substantially. Generally the Commission does not support such large additions, even to
a Secondary Resource. Because this addition will be visible from Connecticut Avenue, it is important that
the addition not appear to be doubling the size of the house with very long side elevations. The proposed
house should be reduced in overall size. Additionally, the HPC generally supports one-car garages and the
reduction of the garage's footprint to a smaller one-car garage would assist in the reduction of overall lot
coverage.

After reviewing the applicable guidelines and the plans, the proposed house is too large to be approvable.
The addition and garage footprints should be reduced and the house height lowered so that the house is at
least a few feet lower than the adjacent house so it is still subservient to the historic house, a Primary
Resource. When those changes have been made, the details of the massing and design can be discussed.

Staff is happy to work with the applicants and their architect to reduce the size of this addition before they
return to the HPC. The applicant should also contact the Town of Kensington and discuss the proposal
with them if they have not done that yet. Comments from the Local Advisory Panel are in Circle
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

STAFF REPORT

Address: 3906 Prospect Street, Kensington

Applicant: Kingsley and Josephine Opara
(Elizabeth Homer, Architect)

Resource: Secondary Resource
Kensington Historic District

Review: Preliminary Consultation

Case Number: N/A

PROPOSAL: Addition and alterations to house

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Meeting Date: 7/11/07

Report Date: 7/04/07

Public Notice: 6/27/07

Tax Credit: None

Staff: Anne Fothergill

Staff is recommending that the applicant make any changes based on the HPC's comments and return for a

HAWP.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Secondary Resource within the Kensington Historic District
STYLE: Colonial Revival

DATE: c. 1938

BACKGROUND

The applicant submitted plans for the February 14, 2007 HPC meeting. Staff reviewed them and wrote a

staff report that outlined a number of major concerns including that the proposed lot coverage was 33%

and the house was taller and deeper than the adjacent house. Staff recommended a major redesign as did

the Local Advisory Panel. After reading the staff report, the applicant withdrew the proposal and the HPC

did not hold a hearing on this project. The applicants have now revised their plans substantially.

PROPOSAL

The applicant is proposing to construct an addition above and behind the existing house. They propose to

remove their existing garage. See existing and proposed plans in Circles )Q -- J9

The applicant proposes to expand the house in height to approximately 30 feet tall from the front grade to

the roof ridge. The proposed house will remain 32 feet wide and will extend back beyond the existing

house an additional 25 feet approximately. In terms of the existing house, the front, left and right side

exterior walls of the basement will be retained and on the first floor the left and right side walls and half of

the front wall will also remain.

The existing house footprint (vicluding the front porch) is 981 SF and the proposed footprint is 1869 SF
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(including the porch). The lot is 8,970 SF with an existing lot coverage of 17.4% including the garage.
The proposed lot coverage is 21.5%, a 4% increase.

The applicant is proposing cement board siding and cedar shakes and stone for the house and an asphalt
shingle roof. Since this is a preliminary consultation, many of the details including windows and doors are
not included but will be submitted for review at the time of the application.

Photos of existing conditions are in Circles 2(,- 33. A photo simulation and site plan showing the
proposed house and the adjacent house are in Circles ZO.2.3 . The original plans are in Circles
34-4Z

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Kensington Historic District several
documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These
documents include the Approved & Adopted Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation:
Kensington Historic District, Atlas #3116 (Amendment), Vision of Kensington: A Long-Range
Preservation Plan (Vision), Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), and the Secretary of
the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent information in these documents is
outlined below.

Approved & Adopted Amendment to the Master Plan.for Historic Preservation: Kensington Historic
District, Atlas #31/6

In regard to the properties identified as secondary resources--that is visually contributing, but non-historic
structures or vacant land within the Kensington District--the Ordinance requires the Preservation
Commission to be lenient in its judgment of plans for contemporary structures or for plans involving new
construction unless such plans would seriously impair the historic or architectural value of surrounding
resources or impair the character of the district.

Vision of Kensington: A Long-Range Preservation Plan

The HPC formally adopted the planning study, Vision of Kensington: A Long-Range Preservation Plan,
and is directed by the Executive Regulations, which were approved by the County Council, to use this plan
when considering changes and alterations to the Kensington Historic District. The goal of this preservation
plan "was to establish a sound database of information from, which to produce a document that would
serve the HPC, M-NCPPC, their staff and the community in wrestling with the protection of historic
districts amidst the pressures of life in the 21 st century." The plan provides a specific physical description
of the district as it is; an analysis of character-defining features of the district; a discussion of the
challenges facing the district; and a discussion of proposed strategies for maintaining the character of the
district while allowing for appropriate growth and change.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A

A HAWP permit should be issued if the Commission finds that:

1. The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of a historic site or historic resource
within a historic district.

2. The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical archaeological, architectural
or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which a historic resource is located
and would not be detrimental thereto of to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter.
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In the case of an application for work on a historic resource located within a historic district, the
Commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design significance
or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the historic or
architectural value surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of the historic district.

Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation:

Standard #2 The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The
removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships
that characterize a property will be avoided.

Standard #9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the
property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with
the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the
integrity of the property and its environment.

Standard #10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be
undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and
integrity of the historic property and its environments would be unimpaired.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The Vision of Kensington states that "The Historic Residential Core", where 3906 Prospect is located,
"consists of most of the primary historic resources in the residential neighborhood. This includes historic
resources built from 1890 to 1930 which exemplify the historic pattern of development characterized by
expansive open spaces between homes. In this area it is important to preserve these patterns of open space,
front yard setbacks, building scale, architectural character, and the streetscape qualities."

3906 Prospect is a Secondary Resource within the Historic Residential Core of the historic district. Any
additions and alterations to this resource are reviewed in terms of their impact on the overall streetscape and
environmental setting of the historic district. The HPC has approved a number of major additions to
Secondary Resources in Kensington using this same evaluation approach.

Staff commends the applicants for responding to the concerns that were raised by staff and the Local
Advisory Panel and substantially reducing the proposed house. The removal of the garage and the reduction
in the size of the house have brought the lot coverage increase to only 4%. The house is now lower in height
than the adjacent historic house, a Primary Resource, and is of a scale and massing that is more appropriate
for the lot and block.

The house is visible from Connecticut Avenue since it is located next to a parking lot at the corner. The
house is flanked to the west by a Primary-One resource and to the east by the surface parking lot. Across the
street is a Primary-One resource and a vacant lot. The proposed house is approximately four feet lower in
height than the adjacent house, and because of the grade change the adjacent house will appear even taller
(the adjacent house is uphill). With the rear addition, the house will extend back beyond the adjacent house
approximately 15 feet (see Site Plan in CircleZ-3 --).

The Vision of Kensington states that "the majority of houses extant in Kensington are sited on ample-sized
parcels, oftentimes consisting of two or three lots ... The average lot coverage within the Kensington Historic
District is 15%." This is a smaller lot than some in Kensington and the existing lot coverage is already
17.4% and they are proposing to add 4%, which is a relatively small increase.



While the proposed addition will substantially increase the size of the house, the existing house is very small
and the applicants have reduced the proposed house to a size that will not adversely impact the streetscape.
Staff recommends that the applicants make any changes that the HPC recommends and then return for a
Historic Area Work Permit.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff reconunends that the applicant revise the proposal based on any comments of the HPC and then
return to the HPC for a Historic Area Work Permit.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
~K~•*w 3011563-3400

APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

Contact Persan:

Daytime, Phone No.: 501

tax Account

Address 390(o Peosp&r st Kr*-1s-ay67w mb 69s,
Sheet A'wnber city Sleet Z.p code

ConvaMar: - ~• - Phone No.:

ContractarRegislrationtio.:- r

Agent !or Owner: Daytime Phone No.:

LOCATION F QUILDINORRE719E
7

House Number: 510, Street: r f~SPEG T .

Towrt/City: _ I .;' NeatestCtossStreet (re0I-fWf f=XI C OT $NE

Lot: -•„- Q„ _ We& _(~_ Subdivision: J S

Libor: Folio: Panel:

7:1 T  : Of: EH IO AND U '

;HECK&L9PP0WLA: C CISAJL.~Pil4A$JE:

_ Construct ~"tand )(AlwIllenevate C7 A'C l) Slab _ Roam Addition Uii Porch C- Cad, - Shed

Move 
/

I3) histall 1/_ 4Vrewfte ` Srlar CJ Fireplace 0 Woodbuining Stove 36ingle Family

,_; Revision = RepaB C.,) Rrvocabe:.:~ fenee;ti`1edlcompleteScclion4l U Other;

18. Construction cost estimate: b I.D.

1C. L• this is a revision o1 a previc,Aty approved active.perm8. see Permit # 1 VJ

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND UTENDIAODITIONS

2A Type of sewage disposal;

,{~ 

01 /4t~YSSr, 92 I _: Septic 03 0 other;

26. Type otwater supply: 01 1~19SC 02 0 Well 03 Cl Other
(

ENCAETA114INGWALLPA T CD Y

3A. HeigM t ~iaet _r_,~„Z_irttires '

38: Indicate whether the fence at rataining wall is to be constructed an ons of (tie following locations:

J.- j I)n party lineiptoperty line Entirely on land of darner n On public right of wayieasernent

! here5v ce ii'ethat ! have
app d by ell agencies

Approved: _

pproved: .

,.;;,;hcation/Ptrm=1 No..

.r 2'1J9"•

r'y to make (he 101V00r09 OPP9 atian, that the applicafan is corrm and that the construction will tummy w.16 pans
1 and accept 1hrs to be a conditror, lot The issuance of IMS permil.

agent

5 ignet0te:

for Cheirperson )qrstoric Preservauan Commission

Date:

Date Filed: We Issued:

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS

r



THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED AND THE
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION.

1, WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT
r

a. Description of existing struchrre(s) and environmental setting, including their historical Features and significance:

b. General description of project and its effect on the historic resource(s), the errvironmental setting, and. where applicable, the h"tsttuic district

2. SITE PLAN

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your she plan must include:

a. the scale, nonh arrow, and dale.

b dimensions of all existing and proposed structures; and

c she features such as walkways, driveways, lences, ponds, streams, flash dumpsters, mechanical equipment. and landscaping.

3. PLANS AND ELEVATIONS

,'ou must su5mit 2 copies  alplans and efevato in a banal no larger than I V x 17' Plans on 8 l j?'
 
if 11' paper are preferred.

e. Schematic consuaction plans. with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of walls, window and door openings, and other
fixed features of both the existing resourcels) and the proposed work.

b. Elevations (facades), with marked dimensions, clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing construction and, when appropriate, context.
All materials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must be noted on tire elevations drawings. An existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each
facade affected by the proposed work is required,

f

4. MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS

General description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the project This information may be included on your
design drawings.

5. PHOTOGRAPHS

a Clearly labeled photographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the affected portions. All labels should be placed on the
front of photographs.

b. Clearly label photographic prints of the resource as v+owed from the public right•oi-way and of the adjoining properties. All labels should be placed on
the front ci photographs. i

6. TREE SURVEY

If you -re proposing construction adjacent r:, or :v:fh6n -'re ;r.ri c= ci an, nee 6' or larger in diameter let approximal* 4 feet above the ground), you
mast file an accurate tree survey identil'ying the sire, loca!ioo, and species of each tree of at least that dimension,

7. ADDRESSES Of ADJACENT ANO CONFRONTING PROPERTY OWNERS

For ALL projects, provide an accurate lis, of adjacent and cons-citing property owners snot tenants), including names, addresses. and tip codes. This list
should include the owners of all Tats or parcels :,,hick adioin 7e cz,cel in question, as well as the 0Y471er($) of Iot(s) or parcels) which fie directly across

fire sireeVhighway from the parcel in question. Yr,u ca= ct;a:n ̂ is tnformation from the Department of Assessments and Taxation, 51 Monroe Street,

Rockville, 13011279.1355).

PLEASE PRINT (TN BLUE OR BLACK INK) OR TYPE THIS INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.

PLEASE STAY WITHIN THE GUIDES OF THE T EYPLATE, AS THIS WILL BE PHOTOCOPIED DIRECTLY ONTO MAILING LABELS.



Opara Residence
3906 Prospect St.
Kensington, MD 20895

Description of existing structure

The existing structure is a secondary historic resource, built in 1938. It is a 1 '/2

story house of stone, brick, and siding. To the east is a paved parking lot for the

adjacent church which fronts Connecticut Ave. To the west is a remodeled

Victorian-era house with a large garage structure located in the middle of the rear

yard. The house is dwarfed by its Victorian neighbors in size and scale, and has

an insignificant presence on the street and neighborhood. The street and

topography slope significantly, further reducing the massing of this structure from

its neighbor.

General Description of Impact

The proposed renovation and addition have been designed to provide the owners

with the necessary programmatic spaces to meet their needs while minimizing

the impact on the streetscape and the adjoining properties. This property is

partially buffered to the east by a tall row of evergreens, blocking views onto as

well as from the site. The west side of the property is visually screened by

adjacent trees and the existing accessory structures which are situated in the

middle of the rear yards of the two adjacent properties. The streetscape

elevation is of minimal width and is consistent and compatible with the adjacent

homes.



The massings of all elevations have been articulated by planar and material

changes, as well as a variety of projections, roof heights, and architectural

details. The overall massing and detailing is intended to be consistent and

compatible with the materials and character of other homes in the historic district.

14~



HAWP ArPPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner's Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners]

Owner's mailing address Owner's Agent's mailing address
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Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses
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CONSUMER INFORMATION NOTES:
1. This plan is a benefit o a consumer insofar a7sit m req re y a lender ore a assurance company or its

agent in connection with contemplated transfer, financing or re-financing.

2. This plan is not to be relied upon for the esteblishmer_t or location of fences, garages, buildings, or other
existing or future improvements.

This plan does not provide for the accurate identification of property boundary lines, but such Identification
may not be required for the transfer of title or securing financing or re-financing.

4. Building line and/or Flood Zone information is taken from available sources and is subject to interpretation of originator.

5. No Title Report furnished.
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RE: Preliminary Consultation, 3906 Prospect St., Opara

The LAP chairman discussed the following with the applicant's architect, Tom Flanagan,
on February 6, 2007:

While the design is attractive in its own right and materials noted in the drawing
demonstrate a high level of quality, LAP members felt that the design elements would
overshadow the relatively simple designs of the neighboring historic resources, which are
relatively modest and simple Victorian-era homes.

LAP members felt that the design is too tall relative to the neighboring historic resources.
Visions of Kensington and Dept. of the Interior guidelines suggest that acceptable new
construction in a historic district should be subordinate in size and scale to historic
resources.

The LAP chair gave as an acceptable example an approved (but not built) design for
10318 Fawcett St. (the former Scanlon residence, now owned by G. Myers) that took a
similar sized non-contributing resource cottage and enlarged it into a 1 and '/z story arts-
and-crafts styled bungalow. This is more in keeping with the pattern for historic in-fill in
Kensington.

Jim Engel, LAP Chair
February 6, 2007
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 3928 Washington Street Meeting Date: 07/14/04

Applicant: Michael Noyes Report Date: 07/7/04
(Richard Rosen, Agent)

Public Notice: 06/30/04
Resource: Secondary Resource

Kensington Historic District

Review: HAWP

Case Number: 31/06-04K

Tax Credit:

Staff:

PROPOSAL: Rear addition, new front porch and tree removal.

RECOMMENDATION: Approval with conditions

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff is recommending approval with the following condition:
1. Tree protection measures are put in place.
2. Two replacement trees are planted. .

No

Tania Tully

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Secondary Resource within the Kensington Historic District
STILE: Traditional
DATE: c.1935-41

The existing house is a 1'/2 story two-bay, side-gable frame dwelling with a 1-story side addition and slightly
projecting front bay. There is an existing wood carport and rear patio. The lot and surrounding area contains
numerous mature trees. The streetscape consists of primary and secondary resources of varying architectural
styles.

PROPOSAL:

The applicant is proposing to:
• Add a front porch — two design options (circles 8-9).
• Construct a 2-story rear addition with screened porch (circles 6 & 15-17).
• Remove existing carport (circle 20).
• Construct a gable roofed 1-story garage (circle 10).
• Remove two trees (19" and 27') (circles 6 & 18-19).
• Add a new side entry (circle 16).
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APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Kensington Historic District several documents are
to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These documents include the
Approved & Adopted Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: Kensington Historic District,
Atlas #3116 (Amendment), Vision of Kensington: A Long-Range Preservation Plan (Vision), Montgomery County
Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), and the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards).
The pertinent information in these documents is outlined below.

,Approved & Adopted Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: Kensington Historic District,
Atlas #31/6

j "In regard to the properties identified as secondary resources--that is visually contributing, but non-historic
structures or vacant land within the Kensington District--the Ordinance requires the Preservation Commission to

ì  be lenient in its judgment of plans for contemporary structures or for plans involving new construction unless
such plans would seriously impair the historic or architectural value of surrounding resources or impair the
character of the district."

Vision of Kensington: A Long Range Preservation Plan

The HPC formally adopted the planning study, Vision of Kensington: A Long-Range Preservation Plan, and is
directed by the Executive Regulations, which were approved by the County Council, to use this plan when
considering changes and alterations to the Kensington Historic District. The goal of this preservation plan "was
to establish a sound database of information from, which to produce a document that would serve the HPC, M-
NCPPC, their staff and the community in wrestling with the protection of historic districts amidst the pressures of
life in the 21st century." (page 1). The plan provides a specific physical description of the district as it is; an
analysis of character-defining features of the district; a discussion of the challenges facing the district; and a
discussion of proposed strategies for maintaining the character of the district while allowing for appropriate
growth and change.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A

• A HAWP permit should be issued if the Commission finds that:

1. The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of a historic site or historic resource
within a historic district.

2. The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical archaeological, architectural or
cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which a historic resource is located and
would not be detrimental thereto of to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter.

In the case of an application for work on a historic resource located within a historic district, the
Commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design
significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the
historic or architectural value surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of the historic
district.

Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation:

#9 New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial
relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible
with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and
its environment.



STAFF DISCUSSION

This property is located on a section of Washington Street with a mix of primary and secondary resources with a
variety of architectural styles. As described in the Amendment, secondary resources are treated as non-contributing.
The review focus is on the compatibility of proposed changes with the district as a whole. The design as proposed is
compatible with the Kensington Historic District. The addition better integrates existing additions into the house, is
set to the rear of the house, and is lower than the main body of the house. The materials proposed are HardiPlank
siding and wood or wood-clad windows.

The application presents two alternatives for the new porch. Option A, which is the owners' preferred design, places
the porch on the main massing of the house and allows the additions, new and old, to appear more as additions.
Option B gives prominence to the projecting bay and unites the house as a whole. Option B would require specific
construction methods to avoid damage to a tree. Staff believes that either option could be approved.

The proposal also involves demolition of an existing, non-historic carport and construction of a new 1-story garage.
The new garage with gravel driveway extension is proposed at the rear of the lot to avoid damage to a neighboring
Tulip tree. Of the two trees proposed for demolition, one has been determined to be a hazard by an arborist. The
other would not survive the addition and is not thriving as well as it could. The applicant is willing to plant new trees
as compensation for the loss and has contacted an arborist to determine appropriate protection measures for other
trees.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application as being consistent with Chapter 24A-
8(b)(2):

The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural
features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic resource is located and would not be
detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter.

and with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation #9.

and with the conditions that:
1. Tree protection measures are put in place.
2. Two replacement trees are planted.

and with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will present 3
permit sets of drawings to UPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for permits (if
applicable). After issuance of the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the
applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS Field Services Office at 240-777-6370 prior to
commencement of work and not more than two weeks following completion of work.



MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT -

3928 Washington Street

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X

HPC Case No. 31/06-04K

A meeting in the above-entitled matter was held on July 14,

2004, commencing at 7:45 p.m., in the MRO Auditorium at 8787 Georgia

Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910, before:

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

Julia O'Malley

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Kimberly Prothro Williams

Caroline Alderson

Lynne B. Watkins

Steven Breslin

Jef Fuller

David Rctenstein

Nuray Anahtar



MS. O'MALLEY: Thank you. Our next case, Case E, 3928

Washington Street.

MS. TULLY: I do have a staff report on that case. In

addition, for the record there were some additional site plans that

indicated the setback of the property that

we're --

3928 Washington Street is a secondary resource in the

Kensington Historic District. It was constructed between 1935 and

1941. It's a one-and-a-half story two-bay side gable frame dwelling

with an existing one-story side addition and a slightly projecting

front bay. The applicant is proposing to add a front porch -- there

are two design options in the application -- construct a two-story

rear addition with a screened porch, remove an existing carport,

construct a gable roofed one-story garage, remove two trees 19 inches

and 27 inches in diameter, and add a new side entry to the house.

The applicable guidelines in this case are the Approved and

Adopted Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation in the

Kensington Historic District Atlas #31/6, the Vision of Kensington: A

Long-Range Preservation Plan, Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A, and

the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation.

As described in the Master Plan Amendment, secondary

resources are treated as non-contributing. The review focus is on

the -- other proposed changes to the district as a whole. The

applicants, who are here tonight with their architect, have contracted

with an arborist and that report is included in the staff report

regarding the two trees that are proposed for demolition as -- or,

removal as well as they've looked at the neighboring trees as well.

They have -- will have tree protection measures in place.

The garage location was adjusted from plans I initially saw

to avoid damage to an existing -- tree in a neighbor's yard. So,

Staff recommendation is approval with the conditions that tree

protection measures are put in place and that two replacement trees

are planted. The applicants are amenable to these conditions.

I do have slides if you're interested to see them.

(Discussion off the record.)

MS. TULLY: This is the front of the house from Washington

Street. This is the existing -- the existing carport and you can see

how close it comes to the house as it exists. This is one of the

trees that will be removed because the proposed new addition comes



very, very close to that tree.

This is, again, the rear showing the one-story addition and

this is where the bulk of the proposed addition will be placed.

This is -- this window is where they're proposing the new

side entry. It's along the driveway. This -- you can see the carport

here as well. This is a better view of the house where the carport

sits. The tulip tree is somewhere -- here.

Here are some of the adjacent properties. This is

immediately to the right. It is a primary resource in the district.

This is to the left of the house is also a primary resource in the

district. You can see the variety of architectural styles. This is

two houses down. This is a previous - contributing resource that is

undergoing modifications that were approved by the Commission. This

is across the street from the property, and this is an -- I guess an

infill house, but I'm not sure of the exact date --

I have the renderings that you have copies of in your

application. This is Porch Option A, Porch Option B, and again --

MS. O'MALLEY: Questions for the Staff? Would the

applicants like to come up, please?

MR. ROSEN: Good evening.

MS. O'MALLEY: Good evening.

MR. NOYES: Hello.

MS. O'MALLEY: State your names for the record, please.

MR. ROSEN: I'm Richard Rosen. I'm the architect working --

MS. NOYES: Michelle .Noyes.

MR. NOYES: Michael Noyes.

MS. O'MALLEY: Did you wish to make any comments at this

point?

MR. ROSEN: Well, we're excited about the project and we've

tried to make it as sympathetic to the feeling of Kensington and the

street at large and I think in terms of the massing and in terms of

actually trying to incorporate what we thought was an unfortunate

previous addition on the left side by turning the roof the other way

and incorporating it into a more integrated massing on the house with

the addition we thought that we could sort of undo something that was

not what we felt as compatible with the house and sort of use the

occasion for the addition to make that a little more integrated with

the house.

So, I think what we've tried to do is be good neighbors on



all sides and work with the character of the street and with

Kensington.

MS. O'MALLEY: Do you have any questions?

MR. BRESLIN: Well, I think you've been successful. I think

your design has enough peculiar -- ins and outs that it will

complement the surrounding properties, yet it works together as a

whole. I think it's very well done.

MR. ROSEN: Thank you. You can only do it with good

clients

MR. FULLER: 'I concur. I think the addition is well done.

I think the main issue has to do with the porch. You've given us two

options. Personally, I like Option B better, simply because: number

one, it's pulled -- further off the street by a few feet; number two,

and it also does, I think, do a better job of hiding the old addition

on the left side of the house -- I'm not sure what your preferences

are, but you've given us two choices.

MR. NOYES: Is that something we have to make a decision on

at this time or is it --

MR. FULLER: Yeah, we have to choose -- we have to be

approving something.

MS. O'MALLEY: I guess my comment on that would be, as I

compare it to the houses on either side, that it might be better to

have the porch that doesn't stick out as far, so that this -- they

streetscape stays closer to what it is currently. I realize that your

resource to the east is also having an addition with a porch put on

it, and so I'm a little concerned if you have a large porch as well.

As you're moving up the street I realize they come closer as it

curves, but with the possibility of two options, I would prefer going

with B if you can really protect tulip poplar out front.

MR. NOYES: No, that's a walnut --

MS. O'MALLEY: Walnut?

MR. NOYES: -- black walnut, I believe.

MR. ROSEN: Yeah, we had a conversation with the arborist

about how to do that and I think he's written that in your report. We

would -- pretty lightly with a minimal footing, and he has a technique

for using what he calls an air spade, but we would work with that to

remove the dirt that's around the root system, clear the roots and then

insert a -- you know, a -- cylindrical footing so it wouldn't -- we

wouldn't take out much of the root system. So, we had -- that was.



probably out most extensive conversation.

MS. O'MALLEY: I'm familiar with that arborist. He does a

good job. And I had two other questions. One had to do with the side

stoop, and I wasn't sure how far you were from the side of your

property, or how you were going to fit that in with the driveway?

MR. ROSEN: It's only about three feet of step, and I think

we have a 12 foot -- I can measure it again, but I think we have

enough room to clear it with the car. It's going to be the absolute

` minimum just to get the side in. Right now the way the house is, they

have to come through the family room in the back and walk all the way

around the front from their -- from the carport that they have now.

So, we thought it would just be better to not have to go through all

the living space. So, I think it would be absolutely minimal.

MS. O'MALLEY: If you can fit it in there. And remember,

that Kensington has the 10-foot setback.

MR. ROSEN: Right.

MS. O'MALLEY: And my last question had to do with the

comments on the neighbor's tulip poplar on your driveway and the

garage. Can you just explain to me how you resolved that issue.

MR. ROSEN: I think what we're going to do is have a non-

pervious surface where the existing carport is, more like a gravel

driveway to get to the back so that we still let this - aerate.

MS. O'MALLEY: And so that the garage actually won't sit on

any of the drip line of that tree?

MR. ROSEN: No. No, we've talked to the arborist and what

we're showing is we've cleared the -- we've cleared that. And I think

once we -- you know, once we draw up the final plans for that, we'll

talk to him again just to make sure.

MS. O'MALLEY: Does anyone else have questions?

MS. ALDERSON: No, but I would like to add the comment I

agree that it's a skilled solution to some challenging problems and on

the porch -- I hadn't even thought of the idea of the Option A

obscuring the addition. That's an interesting notion. My gut sense,

although I think I would be inclined -- my gut sense I would like to

share with you is that Option B looks more organic, and I think that's

because Option A seems to try to suggest that the house is symmetrical

and it's not any more. And Option B seems more to respond to what it

is now and has evolved into, which is an asymmetrical house. So,

personally I think that's going to knit together better.



MR. ROSEN: Thank you --

MR. FULLER: Do you all have a problem if we approve Option

B? Is there any reason not to?

MR. NOYES: No, I think that's the one we wanted anyway.

MR. FULLER: I'll make the recommendation that we approve

staff report 31/06-04K with the recommendations presented with Staff

with a third recommendation that the exterior front porch be developed

around Option B.

MS. WATKINS: Second.

MS. O'MALLEY: All in favor? It's unanimous. Thank you.

MR. ROSEN: Thank you very much. Thank you for all your

nice comments.



III-A
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 3906 Prospect Street, Kensington Meeting Date: 2/14/07

Applicant: Kingsley and Josephine Opara
(Elizabeth Homer, Architect)

Resource: Secondary Resource
Kensington Historic District

Review: Preliminary Consultation

Case Number: N/A

PROPOSAL: Construction of major additions and new garage

RECOMMEND: Revise and return for a 2nd Preliminary Consultation

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Report Date: 2/07/07

Public Notice: 1/31/06

Tax Credit: None

Staff: Anne Fothergill

SIGNIFICANCE: Secondary Resource within the Kensington Historic District
STYLE: Colonial Revival
DATE: c. 1938

PROPOSAL

The applicant is proposing to construct a major addition above and behind the existing house. They also
propose to remove their existing garage and construct a new 22' x 22' garage at the rear right side of the
lot and extend the driveway to the garage. See existing and proposed plans in Circles 17, — Z 19
The applicant proposes to expand the house in height from a 1 '/~ story house to a 2 '/z story house and the
house will be approximately 39 feet tall from the front grade to the roof ridge. The proposed addition will
extend back beyond the existing house an additional 40 feet approximately. In terms of the existing house,
the front, left and right side exterior walls of the basement will be retained and on the first floor the left and
right side walls and half of the front wall will also remain.

The existing house footprint (including the front porch) is 981 SF and the proposed footprint is 2467 SF
(including the porch). The lot is 8,970 SF with an existing lot coverage of 14% including the garage (the
existing deck was not included in this lot coverage calculation). The proposed lot coverage with the
proposed house is 27% and with the new 240 SF garage is 33%.

The applicant is proposing cement board siding and cedar shakes and stone for the house and an asphalt
shingle roof. There are two new chirrineys on the left (east) side of the house, a screened porch at the back
of the house, and a finished basement. Since this is a preliminary consultation; many of the materials
including windows, doors, and plans for the garage and driveway extension are not included at this time
but will be submitted for review at a later date.

Photos of existing conditions are in Circles 32-3 1. A photo simulation showing the proposed house
and the adjacent house is in Circle Z. 9



APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Kensington Historic District several
documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These
documents include the Approved & Adopted Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation:
Kensington Historic District, Atlas #3116 (Amendment), Vision of Kensington: A Long-Range
Preservation Plan (Vision), Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), and the Secretary of
the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent information in these documents is
outlined below.

Approved & Adopted Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: Kensington Historic
District, Atlas #31/6

In regard to the properties identified as secondary resources--that is visually contributing, but non-historic
structures or vacant land within the Kensington District--the Ordinance requires the Preservation
Commission to be lenient in its judgment of plans for contemporary structures or for plans involving new
construction unless such plans would seriously impair the historic or architectural value of surrounding
resources or impair the character of the district.

Vision of Kensington: A Long-Range Preservation Plan

The HPC formally adopted the planning study, Vision of Kensington: A Long-Range Preservation Plan,
and is directed by the Executive Regulations, which were approved by the County Council, to use this plan
when considering changes and alterations to the Kensington Historic District. The goal of this preservation
plan "was to establish a sound database of information from, which to produce a document that would
serve the HPC, M-NCPPC, their staff and the community in wrestling with the protection of historic
districts amidst the pressures of life in the 21 st century." The plan provides a specific physical description
of the district as it is; an analysis of character-defining features of the district; a discussion of the
challenges facing the district; and a discussion of proposed strategies for maintaining the character of the
district while allowing for appropriate growth and change.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A

A HAWP permit should be issued if the Commission finds that:

1. The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of a historic site or historic resource
within a historic district.

2. The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical archaeological, architectural
or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which a historic resource is located.
and would not be detrimental thereto of to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter.

In the case of an application for work on a historic resource located within a historic district, the
Commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design significance
or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the historic or
architectural value surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of the historic district.

Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation:

Standard #2 The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The
removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships
that characterize a property will be avoided.
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Standard #9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the
property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with
the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the
integrity of the property and its environment.

Standard #10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be
undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and
integrity of the historic property and its environments would be unimpaired.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The Vision of Kensington states that "The Historic Residential Core", where 3906 Prospect is located,

"consists of most of the primary historic resources in the residential neighborhood. This includes historic

resources built from 1890 to 1930 which exemplify the historic pattern of development characterized by

expansive open spaces between homes. In this area it is important to preserve these patterns of open space,

front yard setbacks, building scale, architectural character, and the streetscape qualities."

3906 Prospect is a Secondary Resource within the Historic Residential Core of the historic district. Any

additions and alterations to this resource are reviewed in terms of their impact on the overall streetscape and

environmental setting of the historic district.

The house is very visible from Connecticut Avenue since it is located next to a parking lot at the corner. The

house is flanked to the west by a Primary-One resource and to the east by the surface parking lot. Across the

street is a Primary-One resource and a vacant lot. The proposed house will approximately five feet taller

than the adjacent house, which is slightly uphill from this house. With the rear addition, the house will

extend back beyond the adjacent house's garage (see Site Plan in Circle Is ).

While a major addition to a Secondary Resource may be allowed, proposals are reviewed to ensure that the

design is sympathetic to the adjacent historic resources and that the character-defining features of the historic

garden setting and the rhythm of the streetscape are not adversely impacted. Preserving landscape features

and maintaining low lot coverage is important in preserving the historic character of the setting. The

Kensington historic District was designated because it represented a well-preserved, turn of the century

garden suburb.

The Vision of Kensington states that "the majority of houses extant in Kensington are sited on ample-sized

parcels, oftentimes consisting of two or three lots ... The average lot coverage within the Kensington Historic
District is 15%." This is a smaller lot than some in Kensington and the existing lot coverage is 14% and the

proposed lot coverage is 33% (27% without the garage).

The proposed addition will more than double the footprint of the house and increase the lot coverage and

height of the house substantially. Generally the Commission does not support such large additions, even to a
Secondary Resource. Because this addition will be visible from Connecticut Avenue, it is important that the

addition not appear to be doubling the size of the house with very long side elevations. The proposed house

should be reduced in overall size. Additionally, the HPC generally supports one-car garages and the

reduction of the garage's footprint to a smaller one-car garage would assist in the reduction of overall lot

coverage.

After reviewing the applicable guidelines and the plans, the proposed house is too large to be approvable.

The addition and garage footprints should be reduced and the house height lowered so that the house is at

least a few feet lower than the adjacent house so it is still subservient to the historic house, a Primary

Resource. When those changes have been made, the details of the massing and design can be discussed.

C1



Staff is happy to work with the applicants and their architect to reduce the size of this addition before they
return to the HPC. The applicant should also contact the Town of Kensington and discuss the proposal

with them if they have not done that yet. Comments from the Local Advisory Panel are in Circle N 0

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the applicant revise the proposal based on the comments of staff and the HPC and

then return to the HPC for a second Preliminary Consultation.
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APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

Cmtoct Persarc 
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A

Daytime Phone }lo- 
' 
I ~^—_JS?S1

TarAcdauntNo.: 
bPAR A 

I 
_ 

Name of Paoperr(Owner: i %(~rp ~ _T 1 ,. _ . Gaya me :rrhooc No.: - f _ . 4 Z_ (Q Q

address. 3r7010 PeOy&r ST.gt,l IN<aOtJ1 1'{i1 7~A~9S
.Street b'oraber Gr'r afar(  h~Lcde-

Contraetott:_ ! • ~• phone No.:

Connaatar Registratton tio.:.

Agent to, Owner Daytime Phone JI

LOCATION F RUIt DNG/PR SE

House Number. „ w . 3J Q ~t S'eer e~T .

TowrYCity; G) ~:, ~,___, tde res'ICressStrees' ......ACCW AVE.rv.,.
Lot:

Libel: Folio: PaeCel:

P Rq T ONE; TYPE Df PEflM17 CTIO?JAND Ii E

CHECK All APPL!OAB[E:

_ Canxlrurt ys~ Fxtrnd K AhEr!Reneva;e 0 At .) Slab 't! Roam Addition L! Porch C.  Shed t

,•_ Move i~ Iras1a11 1. Wreck+tia:e 1.5o1m UFireylace J 4Joedburnng Stove . in}e!'arrily

Repair L. He,rocab*- - fencalS',!Ilcarnpleu5octaa4> 0 Othm

t a. Construction cost estimate: E

1C, I! this is a revision o1 ei previonty approved ective.t•ernirt, see Permit #

PART TWO. COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND UTENOfADDITIONS

2C. Type or searat!e disposal z I ~i ̀lSSC 02 i. i Septic - 03 1 Other.

26. Type of water supply: v 1 ?OM'T' 02 J SVeB 03 0, Other: 

ART T AM.CUi1IlPl£TE ONLY FOR FENCErAET AWN G WAIL

3A. Heighl 

38, Jrdieate v:5ether the irnce m te!ainiuy wall .i> tR t~ cnnsvucietl on ene nt Jtie lallcriiag locations:

(` Da party IineJprapeR'f lane --,' Entirely on lan>i of r;.:.ner i":l On public right of way;easement

J Acrebp Ceni`v VIM t NWR trl brri:v to rnok M." 10regnlrC epflficalvi, that tree aop kaCoe is Lef£EEI, and !Cat the ce utruccrion ,mii cOflmy wiy7 p,'4ns

acpr , be 01 ege•uios a rid t rerelry as locdgv ant "court this 14 he a ccndr!ror, for rile  issuarve of l is Permit.

lZ oT_...... __..._ __ ~.. /.:_.. ........
. Smnry,rr: r! om•;?r.• .4Ma;ed agew~ ~ :tart

Signature:

,.,,"hoationfrrmft Ne.: •---

f o: chaigrersort. Historic Fresevelio t commission

Gate:

Date filed: Dalelsxued __

Edit 6/2111 SEE REVERSE SIDE ED:R INSTRUCTIONS
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THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED AND THE

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION,

I. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

a. Oesc6ptien of existing souctue(s) and environmental setting, including their historical features and significance:

'b. General description of project and its eHect on the historic resoureelsl• the environmental setting, end where applicable, the historic district:

-`SEA

2, SITE PLAN

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your site plan must include:

a, the scale, nonh atrgvr, and date;

b_ dimensions of all existing and proposed shuctures; and

c. site features such as vzalkwAys, driveways. fences, ponds, strearns, trash dumpsters, mechanical equipment. and landscaping.

3. PLANS AND ELEVATIONS

)'au rnvsl.tu~mir 2 copies~I plans and eleyaL, ns m q fpr(n_,t no larnqgr t an I11=r. 1 T. Plans on 8 lal..x f 1' leaner are preferred

a. Schematic conslroction plans, wilh marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of %:ails, window and door openings, and other

faxed features of both the existing resourccls) and tite proposed vmd:.

b. Elevations (fecedes), with marked dimensions, clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing construction and, when appropfafe, context.
All materials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must be. noted on the elevations drawings. An existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each

facade affected by the proposed work is required.

t

. MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS

General description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incorporatinnin the work of the project, This information may be included on your
design drawings.

5. 'PHOTOGRAPHS - -

a. Clearly labeled photographic. prints of each facade of existing resource. including details of the affected portions. All labels should be placed on the

front of phatographs.

b. Cleary label photographic prints of the resource as viewed trom the public 6ght•ofwyay and of the adjoining properties. All labels should be placed on

the trout ci Photographs. i

6. 1REE SURVEY

If you a+e proposing construction adjaterit tv or :v hin ;n, .rolirn of any tree b` or larger in diameter fal approximately 4 feel above the ground), you

r:tust life ar, accurate free Survey identil{iRp %be sire, Igtzrion; and'apacies of each tree of at least that dirnersion.

1, ADDRESSES Of ADJACENT AND CONFRONTItfG PROPERTY CVlNERS

For ALL prrjr:cis. provide an accurate list of adjacent and contrcat rg property owners (notlanants), including names, addresses, and zip codes. This list

should include tfte owners cl all lots or parcels vdtich adioin m caner in ouestion, as well as the owneii<_) of lot(s) or patcel(sl which lie directly across

the s:raei4tighi:ay Flom Ule camel in question. Ynu can cha=p is information from the Department of Assessments and Taxation, 51 Monroe Street,

Rockville, I301ii79-13551

FLEASE PRINT !IN BLUE OR SLACK 114XI OR TYPE 1HIS INFORMATION ON THE EOLI_QV lNG PAGE.
n, c ncc ct Av VillHIN THE GUIDES Of 7HE TEMPLATE, AS 1 HIS 01LL BE PHOTOCOPIED DIRECTLY ONTO {'AILING LABELS.

'V'J



HAWP ArPPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner's Agent, Adjacent and-Confronting Property Owners]

Owner's mailing address Owner's Agent's mailing address

1, S05ep* t if o('A+2 f1- jr . t 4Z-1k-6CR+

wospe x sv. rLk-tJAG,n"j

~NSiNGTaN, Mq Zooms
~~rN-~50~4, 1`10 ?1J~ J¢

Adjpcent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses
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Opara Residence
3906 Prospect St.
Kensington, MD 20895

Description of existing structure

The existing structure is a secondary historic resource, built in 1938. It is a 1 '/2

story house of stone, brick, and siding. To the east is a paved parking lot for the

adjacent church which fronts Connecticut Ave. To the west is a remodeled

Victorian-era house with a large garage structure located in the middle of the rear

yard. The house is dwarfed by its Victorian neighbors in size and scale, and has

an insignificant presence on the street and neighborhood. The street and

topography slope significantly, further reducing the massing of this structure from

its neighbor.

General Description of Impact

The proposed renovation and addition have been designed to provide the owners

with the necessary programmatic spaces to meet their needs while minimizing

the impact on the streetscape and the adjoining properties. This property is

partially buffered to the east by a tall row of evergreens, blocking views onto as

well as from the site. The west side.of the property. is visually screened by

adjacent trees and the existing accessory structures which are situated in the

middle of the rear yards of the two adjacent properties. The streetscape

elevation is of minimal width and is consistent and compatible with the adjacent

homes.

0



The massings of all elevations have been articulated by planar and material

changes, as well as a variety of projections, roof heights, and architectural

details. The overall massing and detailing is intended to be consistent and

compatible with the materials and character. of other homes in the historic. district.
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CONSUMER INFORMATION NOTES: '

1. This plan is a benefit to a consumer insofar.as it is required y a an er or a i is insurance company or its

agent in connection with contemplated transfer, financinp, or re-financing.

2. This plan is not to be relied upon for the estabhshmsr..t, or location of fences, garages, 
buildings, or other

_ existing or future improvements. -

3. This plan does not provide for the accurate identification of property boundary lines, but such identification

may not be required for the transfer of title or securing financing or re-financing.

4. Building line and/or Flood Zone information is taken from available sources and is subject to interpretation of originator.

5. No Title Report furnished.
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ADDRESS 3906 PROSPECT ST.
KENSINGTON, MD 20895

Bull T - 1938

LOT: 31 + PART OF 30

BLOCK: 12

-HISTORIC: SECONDARY RESOURCE

SITE AREA: 8,970 SO. FT.

ZONING: R-60

H-BACKS:

FRONT: 20' OR EST. OLD PLANE

REAR: 20'
SIDES: 8.' 18 COMB.

LOT COVERAGE (SO. FT.)

EX'C PROPOSED

HOUSE: 835 2,176

DECK: 205 D

.I

PORCH: i46 291

GARACE: 282 484

TOTAL: 1.556 2.951

BASEMENT 635 11,98!
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Local Advisory Panel
Kensington Historic District

Historic Preservation Commission

LAP members received HAWPs for the following cases during the week of February 5,
2007 and were asked to provide comment:

RE: HAWP, 3951 Baltimore Ave., Longo.

The applicant has revised the design to incorporate the majority of the recommendations
of staff, LAP, and HPC commissioners that were given in previous meetings and
preliminary consultation. LAP members recommend approval subject to applicant's
commitment to restore the house's exterior and work with staff to develop compatible
window designs and other exterior trim details.

RE: HAWP, 3.714 Washington St., Mahaney & Pillette

As the new construction is located largely behind the existing home, LAP members felt
that this would have minimal impact on the garden character of the historic district. Any
mature trees being removed should be replaced elsewhere on the property with new trees,
preferably from the Maryland native species list. Approval is recommended.

RE: Preliminary Consultation, 3906 Prospect St., Opara

The LAP chairman discussed the following with the applicant's architect, Tom Flanagan,
on February 6, 2007:

While the design is attractive in its own right and materials noted in the drawing
demonstrate a high level of quality, LAP members felt that the design elements would
overshadow the relatively simple designs of the neighboring historic resources, which are
relatively modest and simple Victorian-era homes.

LAP members felt that the design is too tall relative to the neighboring historic resources.
Visions of Kensington and Dept. of the Interior guidelines suggest that acceptable new
construction in a historic district should be subordinate in size and scale to historic
resources.

The LAP chair gave as an acceptable example an approved (but not built) design for
10318 Fawcett St. (the former Scanlon residence, now owned by G. Myers) that took a
similar sized non-contributing resource cottage and enlarged it into a 1 and '/Z story arts-
and-crafts styled bungalow. This is more in keeping with the pattern for historic in-fill in
Kensington.

Jim Engel, LAP Chair
February 6, 2007
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CONSUMER INFORMATION NOTES:
1. This plan is a benefit to e consumer insofar as it is required by a lender ore title insurance company or its

agent In connection with contemplated transfer, financing, or re-financing.

2. This plan is not to be relied upon for the establishmeit or location of fences, garages. buildings, or other
existing or future improvements.

This plan does not provide for the accurate identifieatica of property boundary Nnes, but such identification
may not be required for the transfer of title or securing financing or re-financing.

4. Building line and/or Flood Zone information is taken from available sources and is subject to interpretation of originator.

5. No Title Report furnished.
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1. Flood zone. Not available for
Town of Kensington

2. Setback distances as shown to the
principal structure from property
lines are approximate. The level of
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Fences, if shown, have been located
by approximate methods.

3. Datum of bearings shown is taken from
Maryland State Roads Commission (S.R.C.)
Plat No, 13752.

4. Total Area of Lot 31 & Part of Lot 30 =

0,870 S.F. (Computed total).
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Impact on streetscapc, other historic resources
Rhythm of streetscape in setback/height/massing
Design/style
Materials
Massing/articulation
Lot coverage
Tree removal
Visibility from Connecticut Avenue
Perhaps retain current footprint and expand (up/behind/out)


