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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 4113 Jones Bridge Road Meeting Date: 4/14/93

Resource:Hawkins Lane Historic District Preliminary Consultation

Case Number: n/a

Public Notice: 3/31/93

Tax Credit: No

Report Date: 4/7/93

Applicant: Brendan Magner Staff: Nancy Witherell

PROPOSAL: Rear addition; RECOMMEND: Proceed
facade proposal for proposed new houses

The proposal concerns the construction of a two-story addition at
the rear of a contributing structure in the Hawkins Lane Historic
District. The frame house faces Jones Bridge Road to the east of
Hawkins Lane; the west elevation of the house is entirely visible
from the Lane.

In response to comments from Commissioners at the March 10, 1993,
meeting, the applicant and his architect have simplified the
proposal both in massing and in size. The addition formerly
measured approximately 24 16" at a height of two stories, with a
small one-story porch (partially enclosed) beyond. Gabled bays
projected from both sides of the new addition.

The current design proposes a two-story addition measuring 18' in
length with an additional 5' length at one story in height at the
rear. The side gabled bays have been removed from the proposal.
The roof form of the one-story rear section reflects the roof of
the existing one-story kitchen and laundry room at the rear of
the house. This one-story section would be removed in order to
construct the two-story addition.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The staff inspected the interior of the house following the
Commission meeting; the interior and additionally-accessible
exterior physical evidence indicates that the one-story rear
section under the gable roof was built later than the house,
although it probably does not postdate the house by very many
years. The shed-roofed section was built subsequently, probably
in the 1940s, based on the interior features of the kitchen.

The physical condition of the house is poor. About five years
ago, the exterior clapboard and porch posts were power-washed and
then spray-painted. Most of the clapboard is not salvageable.
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The porch posts would need to be replicated. The original 2/2
windows-,- however, are in good condition and could easily be
-repaired and reused. The basement floor is frequently wet; there
were several inches of standing water on the day of my visit.
Structural repairs have been made in the past, particularly the
installation in the basement of a steel beam running from front
to rear. The house is sagging to either side, perhaps now in
response to the installation of the beam. The second story floor
visibly falls away to either side from the Center.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The staff finds both the massing and scale of the proposed addi-
tion to be consistent with Chapter 24A and with the Hawkins Lane
development guidelines. The staff also finds the removal of the
rear kitchen addition to be acceptable as part of the alteration
to the house. The applicant has modified the proposal since the
HPC last saw it in order to address some of the concerns of Com-
missioners, but still wishes to propose a two-story addition that
would replace the existing one-story rear addition. The two
sections of the rear addition are set in slightly from the side
walls of the house, and the roof ridges are lower, as well.

The materials proposed for the addition are identical to those of
the house in most respects. The German lap siding on the house
would be replaced, in large or entirely, to match the existing,
and the addition would be clad with the same. A metal standing
seam roof would be used throughout, and 2/2 windows would be used
in the rear addition. (The staff suggests the use of 1/1 wood
sash windows.)

The Hawkins Lane Historic District guidelines discuss massing and
scale, which are primary concerns for this cluster of small-scale
houses:

Exterior alterations and addition should be compatible in
scale and massing and materials with existing buildings.

The massing of a new addition should defer to and complement
the massing of the existing structure, not obliterate or
overwhelm it.

The house is far enough distant from Hawkins Lane that the addi-
tion will have only a negligible effect on the character of the
historic district.

The construction of a detached garage behind the house is also
proposed. The staff finds the location.of both the driveway and
the garage consistent with the scale of the house and the charac-
ter of the historic district.

The staff recommends that further information about the retention
of historic fabric, design of the garage, driveway material, and
preservation and protection of trees on the site be addressed in
the Historic Area Work Permit application.

(D -



Propose& new lot construction:

The applicant has applied for two additional lots to the rear of
the historic house. The HPC recommended approval of two lots at
its March 24, 1993, meeting. Attached to the proposed alteration
is a proposed facade for the new houses. The applicant would
like to receive preliminary comments from Commissioners on the
appropriateness of this design for the Hawkins Lane Historic
District.

In general, the staff recommends that new construction not exceed
two stories in height. A simple footprint and roof form should
be used. The style of the new houses should be compatible with
an early 20th-century architectural style, as opposed to the
Queen Anne style. The houses should be relatively small, re-
flecting the scale of the nearby houses. There are some larger
houses that would be in the immediate vicinity of the new houses
if they were built--houses toward the front of Hawkins Lane and
on Jones Bridge Road. The architect is taking his cues from
these houses, rather than from the cottages at the end of the
Lane.

The proposed facade scheme is fairly simple, but, at two stories
in height, is more similar to the house on Jones Bridge Road
rather than to the smaller houses on the Lane. If the footprint
were fairly narrow, the staff would find one or two houses of
this style compatible. Houses in a bungalow form would also be
appropriate. However, the houses would be set back from both
Jones Bridge Road and from Hawkins Lane and would not have a
direct visual affect on the historic structures.
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VELAZQUE2/to.NV

AR-CHITE CTS

1053 31ST STREET, NW, SUITE 201

WASHINGTON, DC 20007

TEL 202/337-2773

FAX 202/333,3077

Date: 28 March 1993

Project: 4113 Jones Bridge Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland

Re: Exterior Materials Description:

1. Siding:
Existing wood siding to remain at existing structure. Siding at
addition to match existing.

2. RQat
New metal roof at existing structure and addition. Profile and
material to match existing.

3. Foundation base: _
Brick at existing structure to remain. Painted concrete masonry
units at addition.

4. Windows:
Repair existing windows at existing structure.
New windows at addition to be 2 /2, wood, to match existing.

5. Gutters/Downsl2outs:
New aluminum type at existing structure and addition.

6. Wood trim:
Existing to remain at existing structure. - Addition to match existing.

7. Garage:
Wails: painted CMU
Roof: metal to match house.

-8. Driveway:
Crushed gravel.

NORTH CAROLINA: VaAZQUE7JALSINA ARCHITECTS 6800 WRIGHTSVILLE AVENUE/ SUITE19 / WILMINGTON /NC 28403 TEL 919/256-9837 FAX 919/2566251
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Note that Historic Area Work Permits must be obtained for some types of
exterior building work and for all new construction in the historic district.
(See Appendix 2 for a more complete discussion of Historic Area Work
Permits).

Guidelines:

Existing Buildings

• Exterior alterations and additions should be .compatible in
scale and massing and materials with existing buildings.

• The massing of a new addition should defer to and
complement the massing of the existing .structure, not
obliterate or overwhelm it.

• Architectural elements which contribute to a building's
character, including front porches, should be retained.

• Additions should be placed to the rear of existing buildings,
whenever possible, to make them less obtrusive.

• Additions or alterations to existing outbuildings should follow
the same guidelines as additions or alterations to residential
structures, that is, they should be compatible with the existing
structures in terms of sole, massing and materials.

• Where an outbuilding has particular historic significance
because of its date of erection or other factors (as with the shed
at the rear of 4113 Jones Bridge Road) every effort should be
made to maintain and preserve it.

New Construction

• New construction should be compatible in scale, massing and
materials with existing structures, particularly those which
are adjacent or in close proximity to the construction.

• New construction should take into account the vernacular
character of existing structures and the wide variety of
materials used.

New garages should be detached in keeping with the
prevailing style in the district.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 4113 Jones Bridge Road Meeting Date: 3/10/93

Resource:Hawkins Lane Historic District Preliminary Consultation

Case Number: n/a

Public. Notice: 2/24/93

Applicant: Brendan Magner

PROPOSAL: Rear addition

Tax Credit: No

Report Date: 3/3/93

Staff: Nancy Witherell

RECOMMEND: Proceed
with some modification

The proposal concerns the construction of a two-story addition at
the rear of a contributing structure in the Hawkins Lane Historic
District. The frame house faces Jones Bridge Road to the east of
Hawkins -Lane; the west elevation of the house is entirely visible
from the Lane.

The addition would almost double the length of the house, which
now measures approximately 26' in length, excluding the front
porch; the addition measures approximately 24 1611, excluding the
rear porch. The addition is differentiated from the house by a
slightly lower roof ridge and by slight recesses on both the east
and west elevations. Gabled bays project from both -sides of the
new addition.

The materials proposed for the addition are identical to those of
the house.in most respects. The German lap siding on the house
would be replaced to match the existing, and the addition would
be clad with the same. A metal standing seam roof would be used
throughout, and the house's 2/2 windows would be replaced with
new 2/2 wood sash, which would also be used in the rear addition.

STAFF DISCUSSION

In general, the staff finds the proposal consistent with the
purposes of the ordinance and with the guidelines developed for
the Hawkins Lane Historic District. The guidelines discuss
massing and scale, which are primary concerns for this cluster of
small-scale houses:

Exterior alterations and addition should be compatible in
scale and massing and materials with existing buildings.
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The massing of a new addition should defer to and complement
the massing of the existing structure, not obliterate or
overwhelm it.

The house is far enough distant from Hawkins Lane that the addi-
tion will have.only a negligible effect on the character of the
Lane. In general, the staff finds the design of the new addition
acceptable.

The staff finds the interior use of the new addition to be rea-
sonable- and appropriate, but recommends that the length of the
addition be reduced as much as possible so that it is visibly
shorter than the house.

The staff also recommends that the rear porch be differentiated
from the front porch in design. In addition, the staff recom-
mends that as much of the historic fabric, including clapboard
and original 2/2 wood sash windows, be retained as possible.

The construction of a detached garage behind the house is also
proposed. The staff finds the location appropriate.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The staff recommends that the Commission find the proposal to be
generally consistent with the purposes of Chapter 24A and the
Hawkins Lane development guidelines. The staff recommends that
the above recommendations be taken into consideration by the
applicant in the HAWP proposal and that further information about
the retention of historic fabric, design of the garage, driveway
material, and preservation and protection of trees on the site be
addressed.
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VELAZQUEZ [10 Y • •N
-ARC H I T E C T S

1053 31ST STREET, NW, SUITE 201

WASHINGTON, DC 20007

TEL 202/337-2773

FAX 2021333-3077

Date: 19 February 1993

Project: 41,13 Jones Bridge Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland

Re: Addition, Exterior Materials Description:

1. Siding:
Replace existing with similar profile, 5" exposure, wood.
Addition to have 5" exposure, wood, profile and exposure to
match existing.

2. EgQE
Metal, standing seam, profile and material to match existing.

3. Foundation base:
Brick at existing structure;
Concrete masonry unit at addition.

A. m w
Replace existing with 2 over 2, wood;
Windows at addition to be 2 over 2, wood

5. Gutters/Downspouts:
Aluminum at existing structure and addition.

6. Wood tri
Replace existing with the same;
Addition to match existing.
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VELAZQUEZ / Q@tq ?

A R C H I T E C T S

1053 31ST STREET, NW, SUITE 201

WASHINGTON, DC 20007

TEL 202/337-2773

FAX 202/333-3077

Date: 19 February 1993

Project: 4113 Jones Bridge Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland

Re: Addition, Exterior Materials Description:

1. Siding:
Replace existing with similar profile, 5" exposure, wood.
Addition to have 5" exposure, wood, profile and exposure to
match existing.

2. Rte;,
Metal, standing seam, profile and material to match existing.

3. Foundation base:
Brick at existing structure;
Concrete masonry unit at addition.

4.indows-
Replace existing with 2 over 2, wood;
Windows at addition to be 2 over 2, wood

5. Gutters/Downspogt&
Aluminum at existing structure and addition.

6. Wood trim:
Replace existing with the same;
Addition to match existing.
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VELAZQUEZ / tobgV
• •

A R C H I T E C T S

1053 31ST STREET, NW, SUITE 201

WASHINGTON, DC 20007

TEL 202/337-2773

FAX 202/333-3077

Date: 19 February 1993

Project: 4113 Jones Bridge Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland

Re: Addition, Exterior Materials Description:

I . Siding:

Replace existing with similar profile, 5" exposure, wood.

Addition to have 5" exposure, wood, profile and exposure to

match existing.
2.o~c :.

Metal, standing seam, profile and material to match existing.

3. Foundation base:
Brick at existing structure;

Concrete masonry unit at addition.

4. Windows:

Replace existing with 2 over 2, wood;

Windows at addition to be 2 over 2, wood

5. Gutters/Downspouts:

Aluminum at existing structure and addition.
6. Wood trim:

Replace existing with the same;

Addition to match existing.
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PLAY] 40. Tuv views pf "an inexpensive roan•
fry or tiffage bapsr, esrismred rail $136()," tr:bieb
soar '"fivr or ten years dga inewriably paiuled
wbite. wish green blisds." In the pirspertive
pirw (opposite), sht body ajtlu house has bees
1wi'nted Br w.tstone amd the trim Drab. Note
Aw two tttldidoBal widen have tarefnlly been
Miradarwd Jar the nreti d panth of thr shivrtr rt
-os4 all sysh: otherwise tin "laden trim is not
pinked out. Thefront view (right) illattrdin
the Vert obtained by reivning the colon---thri 
body light did the inns datk. 7'hesh"tten are '
painted to wicb the trier with the task color
pled to pick opt the firm floor shutter otoldittgt.
Jobs Umas 6 Co., Portfolio of Modern House
Painting Designs Wiladriphia, 1887),
Dornsile Collection of the Victorian Soci-
ety In America at die Athenaeum of Phil-
adelphia

Step Five. Having chosen a pleasing body color that is your building requires more than o
historically appropriate for the age, style, and type of the table provides several alrernatit
your building, you should then—and only then--turn might select Light and Dark Drab.'
to Table 2 on page 38, the Color Affinity Chart based not only make it easier for you t
upon color schemes recommended by various nine- but also allow you to express your
teenth-century books on exterior decoration. You can
use this chart to determine which colors the Victorians
thought would be the best matches for the body of your Stop Six. Having settled on the t
building. For exampte, if you have selected Pawn as the color(s), yott will need to deterr
color for the clapboards of your house,'1'able 1 tells you what colors are most appropriate.
that the Victorians considered Straw, Buff, Drab, Gray tears, window sash, porch roof and
Stone, and Brownstone acceptable trimming colors. If

I

details such as roof cresting and

P.07

P. 2

COLORS ■ 37

ody or trim color,
-for example, you
many alternatives
oose your colors
onal preferences.

color(&) and trim
from Chapter 4
pleasing for shut-
Pr, and any special
awork, and small
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painted following the guidelines and the colors
recommended by the architects and critics of the
picturesque such as Downing, Vaux, and Wheeler.
You will be looking at the lighter tints of Fawn,
Drab, Straw, Gray Stone, Slate, Brownstone, Buff,
Bronze Green, and Shutter Green.

2. Buildings erected after c. 1810 might be painted
any of the colors advocated by the critics es-
pousttug the picturesque—including the darkest
values of Drab, Stone, or Slate—or the rich ter.
6"y colors such as Old Gold, Olive, Olive Yel-
low, Amber, and Terra Cott:.

3. Iate-nineteenth-century buildings in the Colonial
Revivut style will probably be painted in one of
the clear, light colors that became popular again
in the 1890s: Colonial Revival Blue, Colonial Re-
vival Gray, Colonial Revival Ivory, and Colonial
Revival Yellow.

4. The style, material, and detailing of the structure
must also be taken intu account. The illustrations
in this book and the detailed trimming instruc-

P. 3

tions in Chapter 4 L give you guidance f§r
selecting colors and termining the number Qf
colors, if you have ueen Anne house, Nr
example, you will pro bly want to select two
three body colors as U as a trim color. If yluare trimming a brick
probably only need o~

r stucco house you will
trim color; and so on.

Step Puri. Now we begin t elect colors. For a fra e
house you first choose them body color. This should
be a color that you like, e L , having narrowed your
available choices considerahl o m the several hundr d
colors offered by the typical
ufacturer, you should spread

deck of it national ma -
ut those that remain aP

make your choice while exag L ins them in naturalriv -
l ght, not under an iocandes t or a fluorescent 11~.
{Incandescent light enhance he red end of the coithr
spectrum, and most fluoresc lights enhancethe bl} leend of the spectrum; both smatically alter the y
your eye perceives color.) I
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