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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK & PLANNING COMMISSION

Date: August 4, 2005

MEMORANDUM

TO: Robert Hubbard, Director

FROM: Michele Oaks, Senior 
Planne~Historic Preservation Section

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit — Landscape Alterations and additions at 37 Oxford Street,
Chevy Chase Village Historic District

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has reviewed the attached
application for a Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP). This application was APPROVED with
conditions. The conditions of approval were:

The proposed 6' high stonewall will only be 4' in height.

A drawing illustrating the design for the wood railings will be submitted to staff for review and
approval.

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED CONDITIONAL UPON
ADHERENCE TO THE APPROVED HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT (HAWP).

Applicant: Bruce Becker and Natalie Jennings

Address: 37 Oxford Street, Chevy Chase Village Historic District

This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that, after issuance of the Montgomery County
Department of Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the applicant arrange for a field inspection by calling
the Montgomery County DPS Field Services Office at 240-777-6210 or online at
http://permits.emontgomery.org prior to commencement of work and not more than two weeks
following completion of work.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD, 8787 GEORGIA AVENUE, SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20910
WWW.MNCPPC.ORG
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Repair and replace hazardous front wall onjal,. landing and driveway. Driveway is mostly asphalt and
concert which has no historical significance (see copy of old plans). The walkway has no historical

significances which been patched many times with concert. The landing has no historical significance

because the brick used in the landing looks too new, falling apart steps are too short and has no hand

railing.

Repair termite damaged exterior rear side wall and rear garage wall which has no historical

significance date to the location of the repair and the siding is plastic. All original exterior wood siding has

been replaced with plastic before we bought the house. — -
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Address:

Resource:

Review:

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

37 Oxford Street, Chevy Chase

Contributing Resource
Chevy Chase Village Historic District

HAWP

Case Number: 35/13-050

Applicant: Bruce Becker and Natalie Jennings

Proposal: Landscape Alterations

Recommendation: Approval with conditions

Meeting Date: 06/22/05

Report Date: 06/15/05

Public Notice: 06/08/05

Tax Credit: None

Staff: Michele Oaks

RECOMMENDATION Staff recommends that the Commission approve this HAWP application
with the conditions that:

The proposed 6' high stonewall will only be 4' in height.

A drawing illustrating the design for the wood railings will be submitted to staff for review
and approval.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource
STYLE: Craftsman/Scandinavian
PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1916-1927

The existing house is a three-bay, gable roof structure clad in shingle and detailed with a
flared gable, bracketed door hood with exposed rafters on the central entry.

The applicants are proposing to:

1. Remove the existing painted brick stoop and replace it with a cast stone stoop with
stone risers and wood railings.

2. Reconfigure existing front walkway location.
3. Remove the existing stoneibrick patio and replace it with a new cast stone patio with

brick perimeter.
4. Construct a 3' high parged wall with stone cap and piers along the front perimeter of

the new patio.
5. Install two, wooden arbors along the side elevations of the house.
6. Re-orient the front driveway toward the eastern property line.

0



7. Fabricate a stone walk flanking the new concrete paver driveway strips.
8. Construct a new 6' high parged wall/fence with stone piers and caps at the rear of the

driveway, forward of the front elevation of the house.
9. Construct a new mudroom addition in front of the existing side addition.
10. Replacement in-kind of the slate roof on the house.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and new construction to contributing resources within the
Chevy Chase Village Historic District several documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist
the Commission in developing their decision. These documents include the Chevy Chase Village
Historic District Master Plan — Expansion, approved and adopted in August 1997 and the
Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A). The pertinent information in these
documents is outlined below.

Chevy Chase Village Historic District Master Plan

The Guidelines break down specific projects into three levels of review - Lenient,
Moderate and Strict Scrutiny.

"Lenient Scrutiny" means that the emphasis of the review should be on issues of general
massing and scale, and compatibility with the surrounding streetscape, and should allow for a
very liberal interpretation of preservation rules. Most changes should be permitted unless there
are major problems with massing, scale or compatibility.

"Moderate Scrutiny" involves a higher standard of review than "lenient scrutiny."
Besides issues of massing, scale and compatibility, preserving the integrity of the resource is
taken into account. Alterations should be designed so that the altered structure still contributes to
the district. Use of compatible new materials, rather than the original building materials, should
be permitted. Planned changes should be compatible with the structure's existing design, but
should not be required to replicate its architectural style.

"Strict Scrutiny" means that the planned changes should be reviewed to insure that the
integrity of the significant exterior architectural or landscaping features and details is not
compromised. However, strict scrutiny should not be "strict in theory but fatal in fact" i.e. it
does not mean that there can be no changes but simply that the proposed changes should be
reviewed with extra care.

The Guidelines that pertain to this contributing resource are as follows:

Driveways should be subjects to strict scrutiny only with regard to their impact on
landscaping, particularly mature trees. In all other respects, driveways should be subject
to lenient scrutiny. Parking pads and to her paving in front yards should be discouraged.

Fences should be subject to strict scrutiny if they detract significantly from the existing
open streetscape. Otherwise, fences should be subject to moderate scrutiny if they are
visible from the public right-of-way.

Gazebos and other garden structures should be subject to moderate scrutiny if they are

0



visible from the public right-of way.

Sidewalks should be subject to strict scrutiny with regard to their impact on landscaping
particularly mature trees.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A

• A HAWP permit should be issued if the Commission finds that:

1. The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of a historic
site or historic resource within a historic district.

2. The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical
archaeological, architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the
historic district in which a historic resource is located and would not be
detrimental thereto of to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter.

STAFF DISCUSSION

Staff feels that most of the proposed design meets the criteria outlined in the Chevy Chase

Village Guidelines. However, the proposed 6' high fence forward of the rear elevation of the house

is not consistent with the design guidelines, which encourages fences to be placed so that they do not

detract from the open space. It is for this reason that the Commission has developed the policy to not

approve fences forward of the rear elevation of the house to be higher than 4'. As such, staff is

recommending that the 6' high fence be altered to 4' in height.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission approve with the above stated conditions the HAWP

application as being consistent with Chapter 25A-8(b) 1 & 2:

The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of a historic site or historic resource within a

historic district.

The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archaeological, architectural or cultural

features of the historic site or district in which a historic resource is located and would not be detrimental

thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter

and with the Chevy Chase Village Guidelines, adopted April 1998.

with the general conditions applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the
applicant shall also present three O permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and
stamping prior to submission for permits and shall arrange for a field inspection by the
Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS), Field Services Office, five days
prior to commencement of work, and within two weeks following completion of work.

ME
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I i I, Bruce Becker and Natalie Jennings for landscape alterations at 37 Oxford Street,

Q Chevy Chase (HPC Case No. 35/13-050)(Chevy Chase Village Historic District).

a~ 'J.. Mark and Miriam Ruminski for fence replacement at 10320 Fawcett Street,

Kensington (HPC Case No. 31/06-05J)(Kensington Historic District).

co ;, ; K? Ephraim King and Carol Lindeman for tree removal at 7300 Baltimore Avenue,
~..' Takoma Park (HPC Case No. 37/03-05FF)(Takoma Park Historic District).

~FPRELIMINARY  CONSULTATION - 8:30 p.m. in MRO Auditorium

A. Larry Cole for new construction at 1415 Spring Street, Silver Spring (Locational

Atlas Resource #36/4, Woodside Historic District) ^V~

IV. HISTORIC PRESERVATION TAX CREDITS  
Pll

~'~j~- ~. G.- CV. MINUTES

A. Ma 25 2005 y ~ o .
~ emu, \

VI. OTHER BUSINESS ~~',1~I4 \

A. Commission Items

B. Staff Items

VII. ADJOURNMENT

G:Agendas 06-22-05agn.doc

Revised 6/8/2005 3:30 PM
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CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760

TRANSMITTAL SHEET

Historic Preservation Office
Department of Park & Planning
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Oaks, Michele

From: Brett Linkletter [BrettL@takomagov.org]
Sent: Friday, June 03, 2005 11:02 AM
To: Oaks, Michele
Subject: Re: HAWPs for June 22nd Meeting

I think everything is ok with Andrew and Ephraim, but I still have
gotten no information or contact from the property at 7116 Maple
Avenue.

Thanks,
Brett

>>> "Oaks, Michele" <Michele.Naru@mncppc-mc.org> 06/03 10:31 AM >>>

Brett,

We just got the next round of HAWPs. The cases are listed below.
Please let us know if you have any outstanding issues/concerns with the

proposals and let us know if they haven't begun your review process.

Thanks!

Michele

Roland and Marquita Halstead (Susan Darcey, Architect) for rear

addition and tree removal at 7116 Maple Avenue, Takoma Park (Takoma Park

Historic District)

Andrew Strongin for landscape alterations at 7002 Poplar Avenue, Takoma

Park (Takoma Park Historic District).

Ephraim King and Carol Lindeman for tree removal at 7300 Baltimore

Avenue, Takoma Park (Takoma Park Historic District).

Michele Oaks, Senior Planner
Historic Preservation Office
Montgomery County Department of Park and Planning

1109 Spring Street, Suite 801
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 563-3400 (phone)
(301) 563-3412 (fax)
michele.oaks@mncppc-mc.org
www.mncppc.org
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Wednesday, June 01, 200510:23 AM Natalie Jennings 301-654-5383 p.05
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application de novo (that is, starting fresh with a new hearing) and render its own
decision.

HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT
CHECKLIST OF APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Required
Attachments
L Written 2 Site Plan 3. Plans/ 4. Material - 5. Photographs 6. Tree Sorvry 7. Property'

Proposed Description _ Elevations speci8catios owner
Work Addresses

/
Now
Construction IEEE

AddiriorW * t f * * w
Alterations

Demolition :

De4Morch

FeMbwau * s f * k t rr

Driveway/ : ► * r~
Puking Area

Major * t * 4 #
LandstapinW
GraAfing

Tree Removal

Siding/ Roof t rc t * f
Changes

Window/ * * * t * t
Door Chan

Masoury
Repair/
Rapoint

Signs !

PLEASE SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON DPS' HAWP APPLICATION FOR FURTHER
DETAILS REGARDING APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

NOTE: Historic Area Work Permits are not required for ordinary maintenance projects,
such as painting, gutter repair, roof h duplicate materials, and window repairs.
All replacement mat ust much be of t,e dimension

ALL HAWPS MUST BE FILED AT DPS: ~.
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE,

ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND, 24859_ k41~[lf
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Oaks, Michele

From: Brett Linkletter [BrettL@takomagov.org]
Sent: Friday, June 03, 200511:02 AM
To: Oaks, Michele
Subject: Re: HAWPs for June 22nd Meeting

I think everything is ok with Andrew and Ephraim, but I still have
gotten no information or contact from the property at 7116 Maple
Avenue.

Thanks,
Brett

>>> "Oaks, Michele" <Michele.Naru@mncppc-mc.org> 06/03 10:31 AM >>>
Brett,

We just got the next round of HAWPs. The cases are listed below.
Please let us know if you have any outstanding issues/concerns with the
proposals and let us know if they haven't begun your review process.

Thanks!

Michele

Roland and Marquita Halstead (Susan Darcey, Architect) for rear

addition and tree removal at 7116 Maple Avenue, Takoma Park (Takoma Park

Historic District)

Andrew Strongin for landscape alterations at 7002 Poplar Avenue, Takoma
Park (Takoma Park Historic District).

Ephraim King and Carol Lindeman for tree removal at 7300 Baltimore
Avenue, Takoma Park (Takoma Park Historic District).

Michele Oaks, Senior Planner
Historic Preservation Office
Montgomery County Department of Park and Planning
1109 Spring Street, Suite 801
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 563-3400 (phone)
(301) 563-3412 (fax)
michele.oaks@mncppc-mc.org
www.mncppc.org
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JENNINGS/BECKER RESIDENCE
37 OXFORD STREET
CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND
DATE:JUNE 1, 2005 SCALE: 1 /4"=1'0"

McHALE 
6212 LEAPLEY ROAD

LANDSCAPE UPPER MARLBORO, MD
~PESIGN, INC. 

(301) 599-8300

4w 
(410) 798-7305
(3011 599-61.20 (FAX)
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JENNINGS/BECKER RESIDENCE
37 OXFORD STREET
CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND
DATE:JUNE 1, 2005 SCALE: 1/4"=1'0"
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JENNINGS/ BECKER RESIDENCE
37 OXFORD STREET
CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND
DATE: JUNE 1, 2005 __SCALE: 1/8"=1 '0"
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CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760

FAX TRANSMITTAL

TO: Shana R. Davis-Cook
Manager of Administration
Chevy Chase Village

FROM: Michele Oaks, Senior Planner
Historic Preservation Section

FAX #: 301-907-9721

NOTES:

Per your request.
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Oct 09 G6 01.107p Hatalie Jennings 301-654-5384 p.1

10/9106

Regarding:
37 Oxford St.
Chevy'Cbase, Maryland 20915

Regmling: Driveway
Michele Oaks -

On the original drawing stumped on 8!4/05 the driveway did ,not have the dimensions
listed. We arc not making any changes to the original drawing of the driveway; we are
just adding the dimensions. The following are the dimensions of the driveway per the
Village request.

1. Apron is made of concrete 1.5 feet .at the widest point
2. Driveway crosses the sidewalk will be 10 feet (cancrete sidewalk will be repair

and replace with old atad .new zeal bricks)
3. Driveway between the sidewalk and property line will be 10 feet wide with bricks
4. Driveway behind the pmperty line vrlll be l l feet wide using bricks and stones
5. The length of the driveway from sidewalk to the top of the driveway will be 30

IL-et long or shorter

Sec the attached fax_ please sign and fax a copy to the V War so we scan progress with
our work-ork

ThankThank. you,
Natalie Jennings
301-654-5383
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JENNINGS/ BECKER RESIDENCE
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JENNINGS/BECKER RESIDENCE
37 OXFORD STREET
CHEVY CHASE, MD
DATE: JULY 27 , 2005 SCALE: 1/2 1'0"
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JENNINGS/BECKER RESIDENCE
37 OXFORD STREET
CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND
DATE:JUNE 1,2005 2E—v&jiSj- SCALE: 1/4"=1'0"
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Historic Preservation Office
Department of Park & Planning
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Wednesday, June 01, 200510:23 AM Natalie Jennings 301-654-5383

HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTHING
[Owner, Owner's Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners]

Owner's mauling address

noixtr< Sennin~S

Owner's Agent's mailing address

lk t ~-
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AdjacentAdjacentand confronting Property Owners mailing addresses
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JENNINGS/BECKER RESIDENCE
37 OXFORD STREET
CHEVY CHASE, MD
DATE: JULY 27 , 2005 SCALE: 1/2"=1'0"
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JENNINGS/BECKER RESIDENCE
37 OXFORD STREET
CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND
DATE:JUNE 1, 2005 (~j,S~oS SCALE: 1/4"=1'0"
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